OCTOBER 14, 2019

CITY OF NEWTON UPDATE
CITIZENS PUBLIC SAFETY ACADEMY
The 2019 Citizens Public Safety Academy is a collaborative effort between
the Newton Fire Department and Newton Police Department to provide realworld training and experience to the citizens of Newton. So far the members
of the academy have taken part in three evening courses including a course
on firefighting with the Newton Fire Department and learned about defensive
tactics and non-lethal weapons with the Newton Police Department.

UPCOMING EVENTS
• Monday, October 14 through
Friday, October 10 - Winter
Clothing Drive at the Library
• Tuesday, October 15 at 10 a.m.
- Classics & Conversation Book
Club at the Newton Public Library
• Tuesday, October 15 at 10:30 a.m.
- Toddler Storytime at the Newton
Public Library
• Thursday, October 17, 11 a.m. - 7
p.m. - Ladies’ Night Out Women’s
Health Conference at DMACC
Conference Center
• Thursday, October 17 at 6 p.m. Family History Workshop at the
Newton Public Library
• Friday, October 18 at 6 p.m.
- Jasper County Conservation
Halloween Hike
Find more community events online:
www.newtongov.org/communitycalendar

FIND US ONLINE!
WWW.NEWTONGOV.ORG
FACEBOOK.COM/CITYOFNEWTONIOWA
FACEBOOK.COM/GETTOKNOWNEWTON

CONTINUE READING FOR UPDATES FROM COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT, COMMUNITY SERVICES AND PUBLIC WORKS.

@GETTOKNOWNEWTON
@GETTOKNOWNEWTON

COMMUNITY Development

HOTEL MAYTAG
The final Certificate of Occupancy
was issued on August 30, 2019.
Outside of this final C.O., there is
work outstanding to meet Chapter
52 of the City Code to disconnect
the sump pump from sanitary storm
sewer.
Muse Wine Bar is planned to be
located in the Cameo Room (first
floor, north side of the building).
The project was named “Best MultiFamily Housing Development” at
the Housing Iowa Conference in
Cedar Rapids.

SEPTEMBER BUILDING
PERMIT STATS
For the month of September 2019,
26 development permits were
issued:
•
•
•
•
•

9 building permits
10 electrical permits
2 plumbing permits
2 mechanical permits
3 demolition permits

Project valuation for the building
permits issued was $1,010,958.00.

STAFF ATTEND TRAINING
Craig Armstrong, Development
Specialist, attended the Housing
Iowa Conference (September 4th6th) in Cedar Rapids and the
Professional Developers of Iowa Fall
Conference (September 23rd-25th)
in Sioux City.
Danielle
Rogers,
Community
Marketing Manager, attended the
City-County Communications &
Marketing Association (3CMA)
Annual
Conference.
The
conference, held September 4 - 6
in Denver, Colorado brings together
government communication and
marketing professionals from across
the United States.
Rogers also attend a Iowa
Homeland Security G290 Basic
Public Information Officer Course
in Oakland, Iowa on September 12
and 13 and the YP Iowa Annual
Conference on September 20 in
Ottumwa, IA.
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COMMUNITY SERVICES

GLOW BALL GOLF AT WESTWOOD GOLF COURSE
On the evening of October 3rd, Westwood Golf Course held a glow ball
golf event for the first time. The City’s consulting engineering firm,
Bolton & Menk, was looking for a group outing for their staff and inquired
about glow ball golf. In looking for additional recreation options for the
parks system, we felt this would be a great trial run on something new.
Sixteen golfers from Bolton & Menk’s Des Moines and Ames offices
participated, along with four City staff members. Play began at
sunset, with players using unique golf balls with glow sticks inside
the balls. The greens and flag were marked with glow sticks.
After walking nine holes of golf in the dark and ending at 10:15 pm that
night, everyone in attendance was ready to do this again next year. Due
to the response we received, we will be exploring the offering of some
glow ball golf events open to the public or for corporate events in 2020.

2019 PARKING LOT
RECONSTRUCTION PROJECT
TK Concrete of Pella recently began
work on the 2019 Parking Lot
Reconstruction Project. This project
includes the removal of the existing
parking lot pavement, construction
of new 6” thick Portland cement
concrete pavement, new sidewalks,
storm sewer, and reconstruction
of adjacent alleys and curb along
N 2nd Ave W and W 3rd St S.
During the initial excavation work,
the crew ran into unforeseen
conditions,
including
some
buried brick and rubble from a
previous structure on the site,
and a couple of utility conflicts.
Even with the recent rains and
the unforeseen site conditions
encountered, the project is still
expected to be finished by the
specified completion date of
November 29, 2019.
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COMMUNITY SERVICES
DEMOLITION PROJECT 2019-01
Howe Excavating of Newton recently completed demolition of all structures
at 702 E 4th St N, 411 N 3rd Ave E, 609 S 3rd Ave E and 102 E 12th St
N. The project’s total cost was $85,500 which included asbestos abatement
and demolition.

DEMOLITION PROJECT 2019-02
Following the completion of the asbestos abatement work, DW Zinser Co. of
Walford, Iowa recently began the demolition of the structures at 124 E 4th
St N and 115 E 4th St N.
The demolition of both multi-unit apartment buildings at 124 E 4th St N,
along with the carport across the street at 115 E 4th St N, is included in
this contract.
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Public works

PARKS OPERATIONS UPDATE
The Parks staff has been busy completing summer construction
projects. Drain repairs and concrete work for new cart paths took
place at Westwood Golf Course.
Other storm water drain repairs
have occurred on the hike & bike trail through Children’s Forest.
Now that the pool season is over, parks operations staff can begin working on
repairs to the pool facility. One of the significant issues, discovered this pool
season, is the pool is leaking quite a lot of water. We are working to locate and
repair the leaks in the shell of the pool. They are also installing a new main drain
that is required by the new State of Iowa Department of Health regulations.
Ash tree removal throughout the city-owned parks and cemeteries continues
as time allows, along with the removal of other dead and damaged trees.
Crews continue to maintain and prep the athletic fields for games
late into the season. In the fall, NASA utilizes Agnes Patterson Park
for weekend soccer games. Both Agnes Patterson Park and the
Adult Softball Complex will be used for fall softball tournaments.
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NEWTON SANITARY
LANDFILL YARD WASTE
The landfill accepts leaves, small
twigs (less than 1/4” in diameter),
yard waste, weeds, garden waste,
and hedge trimmings. This area is
open for customers to use 24 hours
per day, seven days per week, just
outside the front gate of the landfill.
Staff recently hauled 50 haul trucks
loads of the yard waste material
away from this area to make room
for the fall leaf season. The yard
waste goes to another location on
the landfill grounds, placed into
large windrows, where it is turned
regularly to biodegrade, similar to
composting. Oxygen, moisture,
and temperature all play a role
in the process of breaking down
the organic material. The finished
product is then used at the landfill
to assist with maintaining washouts
and covering clay areas to help in
the growth of vegetation.

Public works
WATER POLLUTION CONTROL - PREVENTIVE MAINTENANCE
ON TRANSFORMERS AND HIGH VOLTAGE SWITCH GEAR
Preventative maintenance and repairs are all part of the Water Pollution
Control Plant Operators’ responsibilities daily. This high level of support keeps
the WPCP operating efficiently and in compliance with IDNR regulations.
The wastewater treatment facility owns and must maintain two 1000
KVA transformers and high voltage switchgear. Regular maintenance
is necessary to prevent power loss due to equipment failures.
In the photo, an electrical contractor is seen cleaning the 13,200-volt
switchgear and performing tests on the transformer windings.

AGING STORM SEWERS INFRASTRUCTURE
Public Works Operations Crews clean storm sewers intakes all around the city
twice a year. During this time, they also are identifying deteriorating intakes
that need repairs. With much of the older storm sewer infrastructure, crews
are finding sinkholes developing around them. Sinkholes occur because of
old construction methods of block and mortar for the walls of intakes. In
time, the mortar deteriorates, and the block will fall into the intake, leaving
a void in the wall. New materials and methods for constructing storm sewer
intakes include pre-cast concrete, cast-in-place concrete, or PVC materials.
In some cases, we prevent sinkholes from causing too much damage by
just reconstructing the intake. In many cases, the void in the intake wall
allows water to remove the sub-base material from under the street, causing
the pavement to fail. When this happens, the crews must not only repair
the storm sewer intake but sections of the road adjacent to the intake.
Crews have been working diligently to replace as much of this aging storm
sewer infrastructure as possible before winter.
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