SEPTEMBER 23, 2019

CITY OF NEWTON UPDATE
DELEGATION VISITS NEWTON’S SISTER CITY IN SMILA,
CHERKASY REGION, UKRAINE
City of Newton staff members Brian Dunkelberger and Jody Rhone recently
returned from a trip to Smila, Ukraine. The City of Newton and the City of
Smila are sister cities and the trip was during Smila’s 600-year celebration.
The picture below, taken by Christopher Braunschwig/Newton Daily News
features John McNeer, vice-chair of Organization Promoting Everlasting
Neighbors; Brian Dunkelberger; Jody Rhone; Josh McNeer of Maxim
Advertising; Jane Ann Cotton, chair of O.P.E.N. and Newton Mayor Mike
Hansen.

UPCOMING EVENTS
• Tuesday, September 24 at 10 a.m.
- Toddler Storytime at the Newton
Public Library
• Tuesday, September 24 at 4 p.m. Newton Farmers’ Market
• Wednesday, September 25 at 1
p.m. - Bibliophile Book Club at the
Newton Public Library
• Thursday, September 26 at 10:30
a.m. - Preschool Storytime at the
Newton Public Library
• Thursday, September 26 at 5 p.m.
- Mobile Device Workshop with
US Cellular at the Newton Public
Library
• Saturday, September 28 at 9 a.m.
- Jasper County Conservation’s Off
the Beaten Path 3K and 6K Trail
Race and Fall Festival
Find more community events online:
www.newtongov.org/communitycalendar

FIND US ONLINE!
WWW.NEWTONGOV.ORG
FACEBOOK.COM/CITYOFNEWTONIOWA
FACEBOOK.COM/GETTOKNOWNEWTON

CONTINUE READING FOR UPDATES FROM THE NEWTON FIRE
DEPARTMENT, THE NEWTON POLICE DEPARTMENT AND THE
NEWTON PUBLIC LIBRARY.

@GETTOKNOWNEWTON
@GETTOKNOWNEWTON

FIRE DEPARTMENT

9/11 MEMORIAL
The 9/11 Memorial Service at the
Fire Station was well attended by
the community. It has been 18
years since the terrorist attacks
on the United States in New York,
Washington, D.C., and Pennsylvania.
The motto “Never Forget” is a tribute
to those who paid the ultimate
sacrifice on that day.

FIRE DEPARTMENT CALL
VOLUME UP OVER LAST
YEAR
The Fire Department ended this
fiscal year (July 1, 2018 - June
30, 2019) with an increase in calls
again over last year.
The Fire Department responded to
3,272 calls for service. Emergency
Medical Services (EMS) calls
account for 90% of that total and
accounted for 2,957 calls.
In
2009 - 2010 the Fire Department
responded to 1,969 calls – total fire
and EMS combined. That equates
to a 66% increase in calls over the
nine year period.
Chief Wellik will be giving an annual
report at the October 17 City Council
meeting.
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2019 CITIZENS PUBLIC
SAFETY ACADEMY
The 2019 Citizens Public Safety
Academy will be a collaborative
effort between the Newton Fire
Department and Newton Police
Department to provide real-world
training and experience to the
citizens of Newton. The academy
will begin on September 24, 2019
and finish on November 26, 2019.
The class will be held every Tuesday
beginning at 6 p.m.

FIRE DEPARTMENT
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POLICE DEPARTMENT

CITIZENS PUBLIC SAFETY
ACADEMY

JASPER COMMUNITY
FOUNDATION GRANT

The joint Citizens Public Safety
Academy starts on September
24 at 6PM at the Newton Fire
Department. The program will have
18 participants who will be provided
a broader view of what the two
public safety departments do on a
daily basis to keep the community
safe. The program will be interactive
with a focus on the practical
aspects of the jobs police officers
and firefighters do every day.

JCF recently awarded the Newton
Police Department with a $5000
Local Community Grant for the
purchase of simunition training
guns and protective equipment.
This equipment will allow police
officers to train in a more realistic
manner and ultimately prepare for a
safer and more effective response to
critical incidents. The equipment will
also be used during the upcoming
Citizens Public Safety Academy
to expose participants to realistic
scenarios reflecting experiences
officers respond to regularly.
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SAFETY CITY
The Police Department recently
partnered with the NCSD, ColfaxMingo School District and the
Newton Christian School to provide
safety training to kindergarteners
at each school. The program is
an annual event that teaches
participants how to safely cross the
street, bicycle safety and stranger
danger. Students had tons of fun
and learned a lot.

POLICE DEPARTMENT
POLICE DEPARTMENT ACTIVITY – JANUARY 1 THROUGH SEPTEMBER 1
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Library

AUGUST OVERVIEW

SEPTEMBER IS LIBRARY CARD SIGN-UP MONTH!

• 10,870 check-outs
• 7,028 visitors to the Newton
Public Library
• 765 used Internet workstations
• 25 groups used the meeting
room
• 30 free programs
• 875 children attended
• 273 adults attended
• 3 teens attended
• 27 Adventure Passes checked
out/used

Since 1987, Library Card Sign-up Month takes place each September.
The American Library Association and libraries across the country
unite in a national effort to ensure everyone signup for their library
card. During September the Newton Public Library is offering free
library replacement cards (they usually are $1 to replace). If you
have lost your card or damaged it, now is the time to replace it!

On an average day in August:
402 items checked out, 260 people visited
the library and 29 people used the Internet
workstations.

Children applying for a library card need to be with their parent or guardian,
and the parent or guardian can supply the ID and proof of address.

Anyone of any age can sign up for a free library card! Adults (or those
13 years and older) need to bring a photo ID, and something with their
current address on it (like a piece of postmarked mail). If unable to bring
proof of address a 6-month temporary card, which limits the number of
check-outs to two, can be given until proof of residency is received.
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Library

YOU’VE GOT A LIBRARY CARD - WHAT CAN YOU DO WITH IT?!

LIBRARY LOTTO

Here are just a few ways you can use your library card:

To celebrate National Library CardSign-up month, we are playing
Library Lotto. Each new card
member or check-out allows you
one Library scratch-off card. Each
scratch-off has prizes including an
entry for a Kindle tablet drawing,
free books, free Chipotle meals,
candy, and even hand-knitted
blankets and book characters made
by library staff! Scratch-off tickets
will be given out at the Circulation
desk the entire month of September.

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Borrow an unlimited number of books. 4 DVD’s can be checked out
at a time. We add new items to the collection every week, and you
may request titles to add to our collection!
Download e-books and audiobooks with Overdrive/Libby App.
Access popular magazines on your phone or tablet from Overdrive/
Libby App or check out one that the library subscribes to.
Request items via Interlibrary Loan, accessing libraries throughout
the country.
Access dozens of research databases and online resources including
Brainfuse’s JobNow & VetNow, Transparent Languages, Legal Forms
Database, and Chilton Library.
Use online research tools for students, business owners and more,
Check out an Adventure Pass to local attractions such as the Blank
Park Zoo, The Des Moines Botanical Garden, The Science Center of
Iowa, or the Des Moines Children’s Museum.
Research your ancestry online with Ancestry.com!
STEM backpacks for children are available to check-out and explore,
Free Wi-Fi is available in the library, and public Internet stations are
available!
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Library
GHOST TOWNS OF JASPER COUNTY
On Wednesday, August 28th, the library welcomed Dave Baker, writer and photographer for Iowa: The 29th State,
for a presentation on lost Iowa places and the stories behind them. You might not know it, but Jasper County is full
of ghost towns. Ghost towns in Iowa are not necessarily deserted buildings on a dusty main street. They are marked
by the graveyard on a gravel road, the church sitting alone, or a bend in the road by an old farmhouse. Baker showed
dozens of original photographs and a variety of artifacts pertaining to Jasper County history. The afternoon of the
program Dave was interviewed by WHOtv which lead to a VERY popular program and a packed room, with some folks
having to be turned away. With over 110 attendees and a constant demand, the Library will be holding the event
again at a later date. In the meantime, enjoy the story on Dave Baker and Ghost Towns of Jasper County located
here: http://bit.ly/GhostTownsJasperCo

UPCOMING EVENTS
LEGO Time at the Library! | Monday, September 30 – 1 to 2:30 p.m.

Kids in grades K-6 are invited to attend a LEGO afternoon at the library! LEGOs will be provided, please do not bring your own
from home. Children age 10 and under will need a parent or adult guardian present in the library during the program.

Family History Workshop | Four Class Course: October 1, 8, 17, & 22

Join trained family history specialists for a free family history course at the Newton Public Library. This course will provide an
introduction to the basics of creating a personal family history. Topics will include gathering family documents, using online
databases, and research tips. This course will consist of four unique classes, participants should plan on attending all four
sessions. Attendees are encouraged to bring a charged laptop, if they have one. This program is sponsored by the Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints and is free to attend. Please call the library at 641-792-4108 to register.

Psychic Phenomena with Terry Fisk | Thursday, October 3 – 6 p.m.

Paranormal researcher Terry Fisk examines and discusses the scientific research that has been conducted on telepathy,
precognition, clairvoyance, and psychic detective work. This presentation is free to attend and open to the public.

Paint Along Class | Thursday, October 10 – 6 p.m.

Join Kirsten Warrick for an acrylic paint-along class at the library! Attendees are encouraged to bring an apron, all other
materials will be provided. This event requires a free ticket to attend. Tickets may be picked up on October 10th, beginning at
5:30 pm. Space and supplies for this program are limited.

Winter Clothing Drive | October 14-19

The Newton Public Library is collecting NEW cold weather clothing for children ages 6-18. Donated clothing will be given to
local schools to be distributed to local children in need. Donations will be accepted at the circulation desk from October 14 19.

Classics & Conversation Book Club | Tuesday, October 15 – 10 a.m.

Join our classics book club for a discussion of Little Women by Louisa May Alcott. Request your copy of the book at the library
information desk, or by calling 641-792-4108. New members always welcome!

Book Character Pumpkin Decorating Contest

The Children’s Book Character Pumpkin Decorating Contest is back! We will begin accepting entries on October 18 and take
them through October 22nd. Bring your decorated pumpkin to the library and fill out an entry form. You may paint, accessorize
or dress your pumpkin, but - NO CARVING. Entries will be accepted for Youth/Family/Classroom categories (child receive help
from adults, can be a group effort) and Independent child entries (child created pumpkin with limited supervision from adults)
The Independent child entries will be divided into age groups. The public will vote for winner in all categories October 23 - 30;
winners will be announced October 31 and will receive a Halloween treat basket.
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