AUGUST 26, 2019

CITY OF NEWTON UPDATE
CITY OF NEWTON RECOGNIZED FOR SOCIAL MEDIA
MARKETING
The City of Newton was recognized at the sixth annual Social Media Club Des
Moines’ Hashie Awards as a finalist for Best Use of Video and Danielle Rogers,
Community Marketing Manager was named Social Media Professional of the
Year. The City of Newton was named a third place finalist in the Best Use
of Video category for the use of two thirty-second videos to promote Newton
as a place to live, work and play. Danielle Rogers, Community Marketing
Manager, was named the Social Media Professional of the Year – Silver. The
award recognizes a young professional who has demonstrated excellence
in social media marketing and has positively influence the social media
community. The awards took place on Thursday, August 22, 2019 at Jasper
Winery and are the Social Media Club Des Moines’ way to recognize Iowa
businesses, organizations and agencies who have demonstrated excellence
in social media marketing.

UPCOMING EVENTS
• Tuesday, August 27 at 4 p.m. Newton Farmers’ Market
• Tuesday, August 27 at 10:30 a.m.
- Toddler Storytime at the Newton
Public Library
• Wednesday, August 28 at 1 p.m.
- Bibliophile Book Club at the
Newton Public Library
• Wednesday, August 28 at 6 p.m.
- Ghost Towns of Jasper County at
the Newton Public Library
• Thursday, August 29 at 10:30
a.m. - Preschool Storytime at the
Newton Public Library
• Sunday, September 1 at 12 p.m. 27th Annual Bowlful of Blues

Find more community events online:
www.newtongov.org/communitycalendar

FIND US ONLINE!
WWW.NEWTONGOV.ORG
FACEBOOK.COM/CITYOFNEWTONIOWA
FACEBOOK.COM/GETTOKNOWNEWTON

CONTINUE READING FOR UPDATES FROM THE NEWTON FIRE
DEPARTMENT, THE NEWTON POLICE DEPARTMENT AND THE
NEWTON PUBLIC LIBRARY.

@GETTOKNOWNEWTON
@GETTOKNOWNEWTON

FIRE DEPARTMENT

NEW AMBULANCE NOW IN
SERVICE

FIRE DEPARTMENT UTILIZING
NEW RADIO SYSTEM

The Fire Department has taken
delivery on the new ambulance
authorized in January for purchase.
The ambulance is on the road
and being utilized as the primary
transfer ambulance. Ambulances
are replaced on a nine year rotation,
with one ambulance being replaced
every three years. This ambulance
replaces a 2010 model that will
be kept and used as a reserve. A
reserve ambulance is kept as a back
up to the other ambulances.

Firefighters participated in training
on the new radio system in midAugust and all operations have
switched to the new system. At
the beginning of 2019 the Fire
Department
purchased
radio
equipment to upgrade to the new
800 megahertz system. The new
radio system will provide a platform
for interoperable communications
between different disciplines, i.e.
police, fire, EMS, etc., and different
radio platforms, i.e. VHR, 700, and
800 MHz
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NEW EMT/FIREFIGHTERS
START PARAMEDIC
CLASS
Three recently hired firefighters
have started paramedic class. The
course is approximately 1,200
hours in length and will take nearly
a year to complete. Firefighters
will experience a combination of
classroom, clinical, field practicum
time. This program will expand the
life-saving care the firefighters can
provide to the citizens of Newton.

FIRE DEPARTMENT
LADDER TRUCK IN INDIANA FOR REPAIRS
Ladder 1 has been delivered to Fire Services, Inc. of St. John, Indiana for
repairs to the ladder. During a recent safety inspection the ladder was found
to have structural deficiencies that needed to be repaired. This is a very
specialized type of business and the closest company to complete the work
was located in St. John, Indiana. The ladder will be there for approximately
3 weeks for the repair. While the ladder is out of commission, the City of
Grinnell has allowed the City of Newton to borrow a reserve ladder truck.
This is a great example of how building relationships with other communities
pays back in times of need. A BIG thank you goes out to Grinnell and Chief
Dan Sicard for helping us out in a time of need.

2019 CITIZENS PUBLIC SAFETY ACADEMY
Want to learn more about Newton’s public safety agencies? Or are you
interested in a police or fire career? Sign up today for the 2019 Citizens
Public Safety Academy: http://bit.ly/NEWTONCPSA
The 2019 Citizens Public Safety Academy will be a collaborative effort
between the Newton Fire Department and Newton Police Department to
provide real-world training and experience to the citizens of Newton. The
academy will begin on September 24, 2019 and finish on November 26,
2019. The class will be held every Tuesday from 6 p.m. to 9 p.m.

9/11 MEMORIAL SERVICE REMINDER
The 9/11 Memorial Service will take place on Wednesday, September 11 in
front of the Newton Fire Department. Please visit www.newtongov.org for
more details next week.
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FIRE DEPARTMENT
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POLICE DEPARTMENT

CITIZENS PUBLIC SAFETY
ACADEMY
The Newton Police and Fire
Department are joining forces to
host the first ever Citizens Public
Safety Academy from September
24 – November 26th. This program
builds upon the success of the
Citizens Police Academy and
the recently formed Citizens Fire
Academy. The updated program
will provide a broader view of what
the two public safety departments
do on a daily basis to keep the
community safe. The program will
be interactive with a focus on the
practical aspects of the jobs police
officers and firefighters do every day.
Registration deadline is September
3rd.

WAL-MART GRANT

DISCOVER HOPE MEAL

Newton Wal-Mart recently awarded
the Newton Police Department
with a $2500 Local Community
Grant for the purchase of traffic
safety equipment to be used at
public events to educate community
members about the dangers of
drunk driving and distracted driving.
The education equipment includes
2 adult sized pedal go-karts,
impairment goggles that simulate
drug and alcohol intoxication and
traffic cones for the development of
an experiential driving course. This
equipment will be used during public
events and in the local schools to
reinforce and improve traffic safety
within our community.

The Police Department recently
provided and served a meal to over
65 community members at Discover
Hope during the organizations
Tuesday night service. Discover
Hope is a community based recovery
organization for those struggling
with addiction. Members of the
police department had a great time
and enjoyed the interaction with all
those in attendance.
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POLICE DEPARTMENT
SELF DEFENSE COURSE AT YMCA
The Newton YMCA and the Police Department recently partnered to offer a
women’s self-defense course. This was the 2nd time the two organizations
have partnered to offer this opportunity and it continues to be a well-attended
event. The class was instructed by Sgt. Lavely who provided the participants
with an opportunity to learn basic defense maneuvers and build confidence
in keeping themselves safe.

SROS READY FOR SCHOOL YEAR
Officer Julie Britton and Officer Tom McDonnell are ready for the 2019/2020
school year to begin. This is the first year that the Police Department will
have two SROs assigned to the NCSD. Officer Britton is assigned primarily
to the Newton High School, Woodrow Wilson Elementary and Thomas
Jefferson Elementary, while Officer McDonnell is assigned primarily to Berg
Middle School, Emerson Hough Elementary and Aurora Heights Elementary.
Both officers attended several hours of continuing education and training
over the summer in preparation for the new school year. Officer Britton and
Officer McDonnell are looking forward to engaging with all of the students
and keeping our campuses safe.
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POLICE DEPARTMENT
POLICE DEPARTMENT ACTIVITY – JANUARY 1 THROUGH AUGUST 1
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Library

JUNE OVERVIEW
• 13,995 check-outs
• 8,141 visitors to the Newton
Public Library
• 970 used Internet workstations
• 24 groups used the meeting
room
• 39 free programs
• 1,139 children attended
• 467 adults attended
• 32 teens attended
• 28 Adventure Passes Checked
Out/Used

LIBRARY ESCAPE ROOM A SUCCESS!
Our Public Services Librarian, Becca Klein, created and hosted a new Escape
Room during the first week of August called “History Heist: Locked in the
Louvre”. The 90 attendants were zip-tied together and had to successfully
escape the room by breaking the codes and finding the scissors to cut
themselves loose. The Escape Room was very popular and filled up the
morning reservations opened.

On an average day in July: 560 items
checked out, 313 people visited the library,
37 people used the library Wi-Fi, and 25
people used the Internet workstations.
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Library

STORY TIME AT MAYTAG
PARK
The Library and Community
Services Division partnered for a
Toddler Story Time before Toddler
Swim at the Maytag Pool on August
9th. Around 40 participants came
to the event and enjoyed songs,
books, and coloring with sidewalk
child on the park’s sidewalks. We
look forward to partnering for more
Story Times next summer at Maytag
Park!

LIBRARY CHOIR CAMP
The library hosted another successful
Choir Camp at the end of Summer
Reading. The camp was taught by
Courtney Tabor, a Newton native,
and Rachel Peter, both music major
graduates from Central College. The
group chose “The Day the Crayons
Quit” by Drew DeWalt to turn into
a musical. The 20 kids dressed in
their crayon’s colors on ending the
night and performed in front of
family and friends. During the week
of rehearsal, food was provided by
nearby businesses including Pizza
Ranch, McDonald’s, and Dominos.
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1000 BOOKS BEFORE
KINDERGARTEN UPDATE
Our
1000
Books
Before
Kindergarten program continues
to grow, with 122 enrolled, and
35 children have completed the
program by reaching the 1000 Book
milestone! Congrats to Acelynn, who
is our most recent finisher of the
1000 Books Before Kindergarten
program! She received a Dr. Seuss
bag full of items to help her get
ready for kindergarten. Did you
know that a 2019 study published
in the Journal of Developmental and
Behavioral Pediatrics found that
kids who are read to every day are
exposed to around 78,000 words
each year—over five years, that
adds up to 1.4 million words heard
during story time. Acelynn will
have a great head start to success
in school after listening to all of
those books! Register your child at
the Library anytime during normal
business hours.

Library
SUMMER READING WRAP-UP
We had great participation in the Summer Reading Program this summer, with
587 children participating and 85 teens. Our special events were attended
by 3619 children in June, July & August! Adult Summer Registrations broke
the Library’s record with 281 participants!
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