JULY 22, 2019

CITY OF NEWTON UPDATE
FOLLOW THE CITY OF NEWTON ACCOUNTS ON SOCIAL MEDIA
Social media is a great way to share stories, photos and information. The
City of Newton uses social media to connect and interact with citizens,
answer questions, and to promote programs, events, and activities. Here’s a
quick list of where you can find the City of Newton on social media!
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UPCOMING EVENTS
• July 23 - Newton Farmer’s Market
from 4 to 6:30 p.m. in downtown
Newton
• July 24 - Iowa Speedway’s Iowa
Speedweek Party at the Plaza at
Gezellig Brewing Company and
The Cellar Peanut Pub at 6 p.m.
• July 25 - Newton Cares Classic at
Westwood Golf Course at 9 a.m.
• July 25 - Dip on DMACC Pool Day
Event from 1 - 3 p.m. at Maytag
Pool
• July 25 - NASCAR XFINITY Series
Hauler Parade through downtown
Newton at 6:30 p.m.
• July 25 - Summer Concert
Series at Maytag Bowl featuring
Aftershock at 7 p.m.
Find more community events online:
www.newtongov.org/communitycalendar

FIND US ONLINE!
WWW.NEWTONGOV.ORG
FACEBOOK.COM/CITYOFNEWTONIOWA
FACEBOOK.COM/GETTOKNOWNEWTON

CONTINUE READING FOR UPDATES FROM THE NEWTON FIRE
DEPARTMENT, THE NEWTON POLICE DEPARTMENT AND THE
NEWTON PUBLIC LIBRARY.

@GETTOKNOWNEWTON
@GETTOKNOWNEWTON

FIRE DEPARTMENT

NEW AMBULANCE IN
SERVICE SOON
The Newton Fire Department has
taken delivery on the new ambulance
authorized in January for purchase.
Finishing touches like installing
the radio and mobile computing
equipment
are
in
process.
The ambulance is expected to
be on the road within the next
couple of weeks. Ambulances
get replaced on a nine-year
rotation, with one ambulance
replaced
every
three
years.

FIREFIGHTERS PARTICIPATE
IN HELMETS AND HOT DOGS
EVENT
Firefighters participated in the Hot
Dogs & Helmets event at the Newton
YMCA on Friday, July 12. Those
who attended engaged in activities
designed to teach bicycle safety.
Firefighters
displayed
their
equipment and talked to children
about the importance of safety while
riding their bicycles.

This ambulance replaces a 2010
model that will be kept and used as
a reserve. A reserve ambulance is
on-hand as a back up to the other
ambulances.

FIRE AND POLICE
DEPARTMENTS
RECEIVE CHILDREN’S
BICYCLE HELMETS FOR
DISTRIBUTION
Firefighters participated in the Hot
Dogs & Helmets event on Friday, July
12. Organizer Joe Urias, owner of
MOJO Cycling of Newton, graciously
donated children’s bike helmets to
the Fire and Police Departments for
distribution to children in Newton.
These helmets are available
free of charge from either the
Fire or Police Departments.
Please stop in at the Administrative
Offices of either the Police or Fire
Departments, located in the City
Administration Building. Quantities
are limited, so don’t delay.
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FIRE DEPARTMENT
HYDRANT TESTING HAS STARTED IN NEWTON
Newton Fire Department staff has started hydrant testing in the
community for 2019. Hydrant tested this year are in the area from
the east side of 1st Street to the west side of E 8th Street. Crews
are starting along 1st Avenue and moving north to the city limits.
They will then go back to 1st Avenue and move south to the city limits. All
testing should be wrapped up by the end of August. Inspections ensure that
the hydrants are operational and determine the amount of water flow.

3

FIRE DEPARTMENT
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POLICE DEPARTMENT

TRAFFIC SAFETY PROJECT
On June 29, 2019, the Newton
Police Department conducted a
Seat Belt Enforcement Project
in the City of Newton. Officers
focused on seat belt enforcement
and
other
traffic
violations.
The project took place between
the hours of 1 to 4 p.m., resulting
in 20 traffic stops on motorists.
During the project, officers issued
35 citations and warnings for
violations of the Iowa Traffic Code.
These violations included 18
seat belt citations and warnings,
two stop sign citations, five other
traffic citations and warnings, ten
equipment warnings, and one driving
while license suspended arrest.
Voluntary
compliance
with
Iowa’s traffic safety laws is
always encouraged. With the
warmer weather approaching, we
want to remind driver’s to slow
down and look for children and
bicyclists. Primary funding for the
project was provided by the Iowa
Governor’s Traffic Safety Bureau.

FIREWORKS CALLS FOR
SERVICE

HELMETS AND HOT DOGS
EVENT

Despite the fact that fireworks use
is only legal on July 4 from 8 p.m.
– 11 p.m. in Newton, the Police
Department began receiving reports
of illegal fireworks in early June.

Officer Julie Britton and Community
Service Officer Brisel assisted with
the Helmets and Hot Dogs event at
the YMCA on July 12.

From June 1 – July 12 the department
responded to 124 fireworks calls and
issued nine citations for violations.
The number of fireworks calls is
down slightly from 2018 when
the department responded to 142
calls and issued seven citations.
Calls to the Newton Police
Department for illegal use on
July 4 remained the same with
19 calls being reported each
year over the past two years.
The Fire Department reported 2
EMS calls relating to fireworks
injuries.
The
patients
were
transported to Iowa City with injuries
ranging from minor to serious.
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Parents as Teachers and MOJO
Cycling hosted this free community
event that included a bike rodeo,
a safety course, story walk, hot
dogs, chips and free children’s bike
helmets.
The event was a great opportunity to
reinforce safety while bicycling and
engage with our local youth.

POLICE DEPARTMENT
NEW SRO SELECTED FOR MIDDLE SCHOOL
Officer Tom McDonnell has been selected to serve as the new
School Resource Officer at Berg Middle School beginning in August.
Officer McDonnell has been with the Newton Police Department
since 2015 and is currently assigned to an evening patrol shift.
He has served as a field training officer, firearms instructor, chemical munitions
instructor, tactical team member, and active shooter response trainer.
Officer McDonnell will be attending a 40 hour National Association of School
Resource Officers basic training course in early August in preparation for
his new assignment. Tom is excited about the new assignment and the
opportunity to partner with the school district and students.
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POLICE DEPARTMENT
POLICE DEPARTMENT ACTIVITY – JANUARY 1 THROUGH JULY 1

7

Library

JUNE OVERVIEW
• 14,591 check-outs
• 9,913 visitors to the Newton
Public Library
• 998 used Internet workstations
• 32 groups used the meeting
room
• 40 free programs
• 2,380 children attended
• 444 adults attended
• 25 teens attended
On an average day in June: 598 items
checked out, 399 people visited the
library, and 40 people used the Internet
workstations.

NEWTON LIBRARY RECEIVES ACCREDITATION FROM THE
STATE LIBRARY OF IOWA
The State Library of Iowa has announced that the Newton Public Library
has met the conditions for state accreditation as outlined in “In Service
to Iowa: Public Library Standards Sixth Edition.” Achieving accreditation
requires a significant, ongoing local commitment to high-quality library
services. The Newton Public Library has been recognized for its efforts
in all areas of library operations including governance and funding,
staffing, library collection, services, public relations, access, and facilities.
The accreditation was approved at a Tier Level 3, the highest an Iowa Library
can receive, and is valid through June 30, 2022. Accredited libraries receive
a higher rate of compensation through the State Library’s Enrich Iowa
program. They also receive a Certificate of Accreditation signed by Governor
Kim Reynolds, Lieutenant Governor Adam Gregg, State Librarian Michael
Scott, and Iowa Commission of Libraries Chairperson Sarah Latcham.

Summer Reading Program Numbers:
• Adults: 270 (the highest we
have ever recorded!)
• Teens: 84
• Children: 581
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Library

FEEL THE COSMOS
On Monday, July 15 the Iowa
Library for the Blind and Physically
Handicapped presented “Sensing
the Cosmos” in the library meeting
room.
Attendees learned about Braille and
the planets with different sensory
items.

KINDNESS ROCKS AT
MAYTAG PARK
On Monday, July 1 both our Public
Services Librarian and Youth
Services Librarian took turns leading
children, teens, and folks of all ages
in painting Kindness Rocks in Maytag
Park. The programs combined had
320 participants! There are multiple
websites claiming they began the
Kindness Rock Project but all
stem back to spreading kindness
in either an inspirational message
or beautiful painting on a rock that
is placed strategically outside for
others to find.
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DRONES IN THE LIBRARY
Kids attending the Drone program
at the Library on June 27 learned
so much from Wendy Erikson.
Erikson is an Emmy Award-winning
journalist; an advisor for the
Women and Drones organization,
and an FAA certified remote pilot.
Attendees learned about the many
ways drones are impacting our
lives in agriculture, search and
rescue, commerce, and more.
As a demonstration, a drone flew
inside the Library! Here is a “Drone
Selfie” captured by the camera on
the drone! Check out a video of the
flight on the Library’s Facebook
page.

Library
VERY HUNGRY CATERPILLAR 50TH ANNIVERSARY
Attendees of the Library’s Very Hungry Caterpillar 50th Anniversary
program had a great time at the Picnic on June 26. The picnic
was in honor of the 50th Anniversary of Eric Carle’s beloved book!
The kid’s had an exciting snack - the ate what the caterpillar ate in the
book! They got to eat one slice of salami, one slice of watermelon, a
piece of cherry pie, a cupcake, one piece of swiss cheese and a lollipop.
Thank you to the Jasper County Health Department staff for their assistance
at the event and to the Friends of the Newton Public Library for donating a
copy of the book for children to take home.

MEET BRAINFUSE!
Brainfuse is the online resource provider for career services, test prep,
and software tutorials for cardholders of the Newton Public Library. One
feature that sets Brainfuse apart is the live coaching and live veteran support
available during most afternoons and evenings. Patrons can access these
services after clicking the library’s Brainfuse link and creating an account.
Once a patron selects a live service, an online whiteboard automatically
launches and patrons can communicate in live, online sessions with expert
job coaches or veteran navigators.
•
•

Live job coaching is available daily from 12 to 10 p.m.
Live veteran support is available Monday to Friday from 1 to 9 p.m.

Stop by the Library’s online catalog to access BrainFuse or stop into the Library!

10

