JUNE 24, 2019

CITY OF NEWTON Biweekly UPDATE
FOURTH OF JULY ACTIVITIES
All City of Newton Fourth of July activities will take place at Agnes Patterson
Memorial Park.
The Independence Day Home Run Derby, sponsored by Hamilton Glass,
is a fun, free event for all ages at Agnes Patterson Memorial Park on
Independence Day. Registration begins at 12 p.m. and the derby will start
at 1 p.m. sharp.
The Co-Ed Sand Volleyball Tournament, sponsored by Magnum Automotive,
will take place at Agnes Patterson Memorial Park at 1 p.m. on July 4.
Kid Zone Inflatables, sponsored by Community Heights Church, begin at
4:30 p.m. and live entertainment from DJ Ray, sponsored by FNNB Bank
and Iowa Speedway, begins at 5:30 p.m.
Fireworks sponsored by Bolton & Menk and Arcosa, Inc., begin at dusk.
To find our more visit: https://www.newtongov.org/920/Fourth-of-JulyActivities

UPCOMING EVENTS
• June 25 - Centre for Arts & Artists
Summer $5 Kid Art Class at 10
a.m.
• June 25 - Science Center of Iowa
at the Newton Public Library at 1
p.m.
• June 25 - 40th Anniversary Open
House & Celebration at Progress
Industries at 4 p.m.
• June 25 - Newton Farmers’
Marketing in Downtown Newton
from 4 - 6 p.m.
• June 26 - 50th Anniversary of the
Very Hunger Caterpillar Picnic
at the Newton Public Library at
10:30 a.m.
• June 27 - Drones at the Library at
1:30 p.m.
Find more community events online:
www.newtongov.org/communitycalendar

FIND US ONLINE!
WWW.NEWTONGOV.ORG
FACEBOOK.COM/CITYOFNEWTONIOWA
FACEBOOK.COM/GETTOKNOWNEWTON

CONTINUE READING FOR UPDATES FROM THE NEWTON FIRE
DEPARTMENT, THE NEWTON POLICE DEPARTMENT AND THE
NEWTON PUBLIC LIBRARY.

@GETTOKNOWNEWTON
@GETTOKNOWNEWTON

FIRE DEPARTMENT

NATIONAL FIRE SAFETY
COUNCIL FIREPUP®
PROGRAM KICKS OFF FOR
2019
Each year the Newton Fire
Department works collaboratively
with the National Fire Safety
Council to raise money through the
Firepup® program. In May, letters
went out to local businesses to
help raise money to be used for the
purchase fire prevention and public
safety items targeted specifically to
children.
The Newton Fire Department would
like to thank the generous donors
from the past and encourage those
considering donation to invest in
public safety education for our
young people.

FIRE CHIEF ATTENDS SPORTS
EVENT RISK MANAGEMENT
CLASS
Fire Chief Jarrod Wellik attended
a Sports Event Risk Management
Class in Des Moines conducted by
Texas A&M Engineering Extension
Service
National
Emergency
Response & Rescue Training Center.
The two day course focused on
specific strategies to manage risk
specific to large venues like the
Iowa Speedway. The course was 16
hours in length and was sponsored
by the Des Moines School District.
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HYDRANT TESTING TO START
SOON IN NEWTON
Newton Fire Department staff
will begin hydrant testing in the
community for 2019. Look for
specifics on areas to be tested to
be released in the next couple of
weeks.
The inspections ensure that the
hydrants are operational and
determine the amount of water flow
from each hydrant.

FIRE DEPARTMENT

FIRE DEPARTMENT
COMPLETES HOSE TESTING
Newton Fire Department staff
completed annual hose testing
during October. Annual hose testing
is done to ensure that fire hose
condition is monitored lessening the
chance for a failure on emergency
scenes.

SAFETY FEST
Safety Fest was a big hit at Newton Fest again this year. The Fire Department
displayed the fire safety house on site as well as a variety of fire vehicles.
The event was moved to the DMACC/Legacy Plaza area this year to get the
equipment closer to the Newton Fest activities.

All totaled the department unloads,
tests, and reloads about 2.5 miles
of hose every year.
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FIRE DEPARTMENT
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POLICE DEPARTMENT
COMMUNITY SERVICE OFFICER BEGINS DUTIES
The Police Department’s new Community Service Officer, Dustin Brisel,
began his duties on June 10. Brisel is a Newton native and has experience
working in education and the fire service. The CSO is a non-sworn position and
will focus on code enforcement related to parking, nuisances and domestic
animals. Additionally, the position will support the patrol and administrative
division with other low level-law enforcement duties. The Police Department
is excited about the addition of the CSO position and the impact CSO Brisel
will have on the community.

PHOTO COURTESY OF
NEWTON DAILY NEWS
COMMUNITY SERVICE OFFICER INTERN
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The Police Department’s new Community Service Officer Intern, Lauren
Slings, started on May 28. The CSO Intern is a new program to the City
and is only one of a handful of paid law enforcement internships in the
state. Slings will be working 15-20 hours per week and will be assisting
with parking and code enforcement duties as well as other low level law
enforcement tasks. Slings will also have the opportunity to work with every
division within the department in order to broaden her experience to meet
learning objectives for college credit. Intern applicants were required to go
through an application process that included resumes submission, interviews
and a thorough background check. Intern applicants were also required to
have a major in a law enforcement related field and have a GPA over 3.0.

TPI DONATES TO POLICE DEPARTMENT
TPI held a trivia night in an effort to raise funds for the Police Department
to purchase “stop the bleed” trauma kits for each of the department’s 7
patrol vehicles. The trauma kits are a vital piece of lifesaving equipment that
will be a great resource for the department for years to come. The Police
Department appreciates TPI’s ongoing support.
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POLICE DEPARTMENT
SUMMER YOUTH ACADEMY
The Summer Youth Police Academy will be held July 15-19th at the Newton
Police Department. The event is for students entering 5th-8th grade with
participants learning about the duties of a police officer, crime scene
investigations, arrest procedures, physical fitness, SWAT operations, K9 and
traffic stops. This has been an annual event for over 25 years. Applications
are available at the Police Department.

SAFETY FEST 2019
The annual Newton Police/Fire Department Safety Fest was held on June
8 at the Newton DMACC campus in conjunction with Newton Fest. The
event was well attended with attendees having the opportunity to meet
police officers and fire fighters and see the equipment our public safety
professionals use every day. The new location was a positive change as it
allowed for greater exposure and closer connection with the other Newton
Fest activities.
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POLICE DEPARTMENT
POLICE DEPARTMENT ACTIVITY – JANUARY 1 – MARCH 1
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Library

MAY OVERVIEW
• 10,927 check-outs
• 5,633 visitors to the Newton
Public Library
• 681 used Internet workstations
• 41 groups used the meeting
room
• 26 free programs
• 899 children attended
• 136 adults attended
• 40 teens attended
• 14 Adventure Passes used

SUMMER READING PROGRAM KICK-OFF
Summer Reading kicked off on Tuesday, June 4 from 4 - 7 p.m. at the Library
with a free hot dog picnic. TPI volunteered for the Library assisting in signing
up kids, keeping food out of the Library, and keeping the line of registrants
out of the parking lot and on the sidewalks. As of Wednesday, June 19, 529
kids, and 82 teens have signed up for their respective Summer Reading
Programs at the library. If you missed the kickoff, patrons may stop in to the
Library any time during normal business hours to sign up for programs and
pick up a book log and bag. More information can be found on our website
or on Facebook where all of our upcoming programs/events are listed.
The Adult Summer Reading Program returned this year with another BINGO
theme. Adults can stop by the Circulation Desk to pick-up a sheet and
participate by checking out items throughout the Library. One BINGO wins
a Capital II Theater ticket, 2 BINGOs win a chance for our weekly prize
drawing and 3 BINGOs win an entry into our drawing for a Kindle Fire.
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Library

NEW FURNITURE

LIBRARY DISPLAY

The Library is slowly integrating new
lounge furniture into the building.
So far, the Children’s Library has
received seats that promote and
enable reading with parents and
children. Our newspaper area has
also received new benches. The
rest of the furniture will be delivered
in mid-July and is entirely funded
through the Library Foundation.

During the month of June, for the
75th Anniversary of D-Day we
remember that fateful day and
the soldiers that served by hosting
Newton resident Harold Wright’s
personal sketches. Harold has
shared some of his precious items
with the public by placing them in
our display case that sits just inside
the Library gates. Harold served
as an Engineer in the Army and he
shared drawings he made during the
war from his personal sketch book
along with memorabilia and other
personal items from his time in
service. Thank you Harold for your
service and for sharing these items
with us.
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“CATCH YOUR PET READING”
CALENDAR PHOTO CONTEST
Show off your furry friends! Post a
photo of your pet “reading” a book
on our Facebook page for a chance
to be featured in our Friends of
the Library fundraiser calendar! In
addition, two lucky entries will win a
prize bag for their dog or cat.
Here’s how to play:
1. Post your photo to our Facebook
page. Include your pet’s name
and tell us what they like to
“read”. Photos must include
the pet posing with a book, to
be considered for the calendar
contest.
2. Winners for the prize bag drawing
will be randomly selected on
June 24th.
3. Voting for the calendar contest
will begin on June 24th, inside
the library. Pet photos will be
displayed inside the library
through July 6th. You may vote
for your favorites up to once per
day!
The top 12 pets will earn a place in
our 2020 calendar and a free copy
of the calendar, courtesy of the
Friends of the Library!

Library

LIBRARY STAFFING

NEWTONIA YEARBOOKS ONLINE

After 18 years at the Library as our
Library Assistant, Judy Ricks will
be retiring as of July 3. Judy is our
go-to person for Newton history,
Cemetery records, obituaries, Book
Club requests and Inter-Library
Loans, and reference questions.
Well wishes can be sent to jricks@
newton.lib.ia.us.

Alumni Weekend recently passed in Newton and we have just the thing that
past Newton graduates will be looking for: Seven decades of Newton High
School yearbooks available online!
Newtonia yearbooks dating back to 1911 can be viewed on the library
website, www.newtongov.org/818/Digital-Archives.
New yearbooks are being added weekly.

We also welcomed a new Library
Page during the month of June,
Isabella Leach. Her first day was
June 11th and she is fitting in
well and enjoying learning her new
responsibilities at the Library.
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