MAY 13, 2019

CITY OF NEWTON Biweekly UPDATE
UPCOMING EVENTS

Join the Newton Police Department and law enforcement agencies from
Jasper County in remembering our local fallen officers on Thursday, May
16 on the Jasper County Courthouse Lawn.(Memorial will be indoors in the
event of inclement weather.)
Peace Officers Memorial Day is a part of Police Week, paying tribute to
local, State and Federal law enforcement officers. Peace Officers Memorial
Day was created on October 1, 1961. At that time, Congress asked
President John F. Kennedy to designate May 15 as a day to honor peace
officers. On October 1, 1962, President Kennedy signed the bill into law.

• May 12 - 18 - National Police
Week
• May 14 @ 10:30 a.m. - Toddler
Story Time at the Newton Public
Library
• May 15 @ 7 p.m. - Lorie Line’s
2019 Solo Piano Tour at Newton
Community Theatre
• May 16 @ 10:30 a.m. - Parent
Cafe with Jasper County Health
Department at the Newton Public
Library
• May 16 @ 10:30 a.m. - Preschool
Storytime at the Newton Public
Library
• May 18 @ 9 a.m. - Coffee with
the Mayor at the Newton Public
Library
Find more community events online:
www.newtongov.org/communitycalendar

FIND US ONLINE!
WWW.NEWTONGOV.ORG
FACEBOOK.COM/CITYOFNEWTONIOWA
FACEBOOK.COM/GETTOKNOWNEWTON

CONTINUE READING FOR UPDATES FROM COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT, COMMUNITY SERVICES AND PUBLIC WORKS.

@GETTOKNOWNEWTON
@GETTOKNOWNEWTON

Community DEVELOPMENT

SSMID BOARD UPDATE

BUILDING ACTIVITY

The 10 bike racks approved for
purchase by the SSMID Board at
their April 8 meeting have been
ordered through Mojo Cycle and will
be delivered in late May to the Public
Works Building for installation by
City crews.

For the month of April 2019, 27
development permits were issued:

PLANNING AND ZONING
COMMISSION UPDATE
The commission met on May 7 to
review a zoning text amendment
adjusting the maximum allowable
height within the C-T district from
35 feet to 80 feet. The commission
unanimously recommended approval
of the proposal. The ordinance
amendment’s first reading at
Council will be on May 20, 2019.

•
•
•
•
•

7 building permits
12 electrical permits
4 plumbing permits
3 mechanical permits, and
1 moving permit

Total valuation of the permits in
April was $293,322.00.
Fiscal year to date valuation for
permits has been $16,121,165.00.
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PROUD TO KNOW NEWTON
RADIO SHOW
Every Thursday, 6 to 6:30 p.m. this
show ares on KCOB. Guests for the
shows in April were Main Street
Executive Director Graham Sullivan,
Community Development Director
Erin Chambers, City Administrator
Matt Muckler, and Newton Water
Works Manager LD Palmer.

Community DEVELOPMENT

PRESERVE IOWA SUMMIT UPDATE
The Preserve Iowa Summit is nearly here. The Newton Historic Preservation Commission has been working hard to
put on a great event. A couple of promotional videos have been release to create buzz for the conference:
About the Hotel Maytag Rehabilitation: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F-hDcxL03QI
About Historic Maytag Park: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IMEt54AUmzI
In addition to the statewide sponsors who participate in the conference annually, the conference has received
numerous local sponsorships! A big thanks to: Hatch Development Group, DMACC, US Bank, Otto Law Office, Olive
‘et Boutique, United Land Title, Mattingly Music and Book Store, Razor’s Edge, Book Trader/Tan America, and the
Newton Chamber of Commerce.
The Commission is still looking for all sorts of volunteers to help with set-up and preparation on June 5th or to help
with keeping the conference running smoothly on June 6 - 8.
Contact Erin Chambers, erinc@newtongov.org or 641-792-6622 x 25, to find out what jobs need filled at what times,
if you have some availability.
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COMMUNITY SERVICES

INDEPENDENCE DAY
FIREWORKS AT AGNES
PATTERSON PARK
Donations are still needed for this
year’s Independence Day celebration
at Agnes Patterson Park.
Information on how to donate to this
event can be found at:
www.newtongov.org/711/FireworksDonations
Please contact the Community
Services Division at 641-792-1470
with any questions.

2019 SUMMER CONCERT
SERIES

AIRPORT FUEL SYSTEM
IMPROVEMENTS

Free music is returning to Maytag
Bowl for 2019. The concerts begin
on Thursday, May 30 at 7:00
p.m. with weekly events occurring
through August (except for July 4th).

Unified Contracting Services of Des
Moines is continuing work on the
new fueling system at the Newton
Airport. This project includes the
installation of two new underground
fuel tanks for jet fuel and aviation
gas, fueling cabinets, a leak
detection monitoring system, and
related equipment.

The full schedule can be found at:
www.newtongov.org/968/SummerConcert-Series-at-Maytag-Bowl
Please contact the Community
Services Division at 641-792-1470
with any questions on these concert
events.

The new relocated fuel tanks are
being installed generally south of
the terminal building, and will allow
for the future replacement of the
north end of the parallel taxiway
that no longer meets FAA runway
separation standards. The project
cost of $510,620 will be offset by
two state grants, leaving the City
responsible for $141,000 in costs.
Please contact the Community
Services office at 641-792-6622
with any questions on this project.
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COMMUNITY SERVICES
2019 NUISANCE CODE ENFORCEMENT
The Community Services Division will be bringing two seasonal nuisance
inspectors on board yet this month to help with the increased number of
nuisance complaints normally received throughout the summer months. A
reminder that the two best ways to submit a nuisance complaint are:
1. Call the nuisance line at 641-791-0868
2. Submit a complaint online at www.newtongov.org/reportaproblem
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Public works

PARKS OPERATIONS & RED
PRIDE SERVICE DAY
Parks Operations assisted several
groups of students executing
numerous
volunteer
projects
throughout the park system on
Newton’s Red Pride Service Day.
Five trees were planted in Maytag
Park and the students planted,
mulched and watered all of the
trees. Other groups of Newton High
School and Berg Middle School
students helped spruce up many
different parks throughout town by
picking up litter as well as sticks.

PARKS OPERATIONS
MAKES CHANGES TO
NEWTON UNION CEMETERY
MAINTENANCE
Parks Operations implemented a
new maintenance practice at Newton
Union Cemetery to increase the level
of service. Iowa Prison Industries
is being brought in to assist in the
maintenance trimming. IPI crews
are able to complete the task in one
8-hour day. The use of IPI crews
will provide a consistent appearance
throughout the cemetery since all
the work will be completed at the
same time. Staff is now able to keep
in front of the mowing and other
projects throughout the cemetery.
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WPC PERSONNEL
PERFORMING CLARIFIER
MAINTENANCE
Clarifiers
at
the
Wastewater
Treatment Plant require weekly
cleaning by plant operators to
eliminate the buildup of organic
materials on the effluent weirs. In
the photo above, a plant operator
is seen brush cleaning the clarifier
weirs.

Public works
PUBLIC WORKS OPERATIONS STREETS CREWS BEGIN FIXING FROST BOIL DAMAGE
Frost boils are created when frost in the roadway sub-base melts in the spring but can’t drain away due to the frozen
ground below it. The soggy roadbed eventually heaves, softens and fails, causing the pavement above the sub-base
to fail. Street crews are working on a frost boil in the 300 block of S 11th Ave W by Maytag Park. The crews are
removing all the bad section of paving and sub-base material deep enough to get back to a solid road base. After all
the saturated soil is removed they will fill the excavation with compacted aggregate and compact it back in place.
The pavement will be replaced soon after.

PUBLIC WORKS OPERATIONS STREETS CREWS TAKE PART IN RED PRIDE SERVICE DAY
Street crews, with the help of high school students during Red Pride Service Day, planted trees in the right-of-way in
downtown Newton. Over the years’ right-of-way trees have been taken out due to disease, damage or due to the fact
they are at the end of their life. The students and staff planted American Hornbeam, Hackberry, and a Honey Locust
in the 200 block of N 3rd Ave E. The trees planted are six to eight foot tall right now and will mature to twenty or
thirty feet tall with a twenty-foot canopy.
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Public works
LANDFILL TESTS UTILIZING RECYCLED ASPHALT SHINGLES FOR DUST CONTROL ON GRAVEL
ROAD
A recent study from the Minnesota Department of Transportation identified using recycled asphalt shingles for
stabilization or dust control for gravel roads and shoulders. As a test to reduce the dust and to maintain compliance
with the Iowa Department of Natural Resources (IDNR) air quality by minimizing dust from the gravel road at the
landfill, the landfill purchased ground recycled shingles from Metro Waste Authority. Staff mixed the ground recycled
shingles with 1-inch limestone at a 50/50 mixture and spread on the main haul road. The mixture is graded and
mixed further. So far, feedback from local haulers is positive, as the blended rock appears to reduce wash boarding
and rutting and considerably reduced dust levels. Staff will monitor the test project and if successful Public Works
Operations may utilize the rock and recycled asphalt shingles (RAS) mixture on gravel roads within the City limits.
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