APRIL 23, 2019

CITY OF NEWTON Biweekly UPDATE
2020 CENSUS JOBS
Earn extra income while helping your community. The Census is hiring for
a variety of temporary jobs including census takers, recruiting assistants,
office staff and supervisors. Pay rates are $15.00 - $16.50 per hour. Apply
for one of thousands of temporary 2020 Census Jobs.
Census results determine the number of seats each state has in the U.S.
House of
Representatives as well as how funds are spent on roads, schools and
hospitals. Apply online at www.2020census.gov/jobs.

UPCOMING EVENTS
• April 25, 10:30 a.m. - Parent Cafe
at Newton Public Library
• April 25, 10:30 a.m. - Preschool
Storytime at Newton Public
Library
• April 25, 4 p.m. and 6 p.m. - The
Gangster History of Iowa and the
Midwest at the Newton Public
Library
• April 26, 7 p.m. - Washer City
Agitators at The Cellar Peanut
Pub
• April 27, 10 a.m. - Mother’s Day
Scarf Class at the Centre for Arts
& Artists
• April 27, 10:30 a.m. - Newton
YMCA Free Community Movie at
Capitol II Theatre
Find more community events online:
www.newtongov.org/communitycalendar

FIND US ONLINE!
WWW.NEWTONGOV.ORG
FACEBOOK.COM/CITYOFNEWTONIOWA
FACEBOOK.COM/GETTOKNOWNEWTON

CONTINUE READING FOR UPDATES FROM CITY
ADMINISTRATION, THE NEWTON POLICE DEPARTMENT AND
THE NEWTON PUBLIC LIBRARY.

@GETTOKNOWNEWTON
@GETTOKNOWNEWTON

Administration
DAVIS ATTENDS IOWA EMPLOYMENT CONFERENCE
Katrina Davis, Administrative Services Manager attended the Spring
Iowa Employment Conference held April 3 and 4 in Altoona, Iowa. This
conference offers over 50 informative, interactive and educational sessions
delivered by some of the top employment lawyers, payroll professionals,
workforce development leaders and many others. It is a great resource to
stay up-to-date and compliant with the latest developments in labor and
employment law, best practices, healthcare reform, workers compensation,
wellness, analysis and trends. Through attending the conference Katrina also
earns recertification credits for her designations as a Professional in Human
Resources (PHR), SHRM Certified Professional (SHRM-CP), and Certified
Municipal Clerk (CMC).
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POLICE DEPARTMENT
NEW OFFICER SWORN IN
Mayor Hansen presided over a
swearing in ceremony for the Police
Department’s newest officer Melanie
Russell on April 11. Officer Russell
is a 2011 graduate of Colfax-Mingo
High School and has a bachelor’s
degree from Grand View University.
Melanie comes to us with public
safety experience and we are excited
to have her as part of our team. She
is scheduled to attend the Iowa Law
Enforcement Academy during the
summer session

K9 SMOKEY COMPLETES RECERTIFICATION
K9 Smokey and Officer Walker recently completed their annual recertification
in Des Moines. The recertification tests evaluate the K9 teams’ proficiency
in detecting the odor of narcotics, which include marijuana, cocaine, heroin,
and methamphetamines. The certification is done annually to ensure the
teams are equipped with the proper skills to continue working as a narcotics
detection resource. K9 Smoke and Officer Walker have been working together
since 2016 and have been a great resource for our community.

JASPER COUNTY LAW
ENFORCEMENT MEMORIAL
The annual law enforcement
memorial service is scheduled for
May 16 at 5:30 p.m. on the north side
of the Jasper County Courthouse.
This is an annual event held during
National Police Week to honor the
service and sacrifice of 5 fallen
Jasper County law enforcement
officers, to include Newton Police
Officers Bobby Barrickman, Daniel
McPherren and Patrick Richardson.
This event is open to the public
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POLICE DEPARTMENT
OFFICER BRECKENRDIGE
GRADUATES FROM ILEA
Congratulations to Officer Ashlyn
Breckenridge on her graduation from
the Iowa Law Enforcement Academy
on April 19. Officer Breckenridge
was part of the 284th basic recruit
class and spent the past 16 weeks
training to become a certified police
officer.

SPRING IN-SERVICE TRAINING
Throughout the month of April, Police Department staff participated in 10
hours of in-service training. The spring session consisted of physical fitness
testing, taser recertification, active shooter response, blood borne pathogen
awareness, hazardous materials response and firearms training. The State of
Iowa requires police officers are to undergo 12 hours of in-service training
annually. The Newton Police Department averages 20-30 hours of training
annually per officer.
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POLICE DEPARTMENT
POLICE DEPARTMENT ACTIVITY – JANUARY 1 – APRIL1
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Library

MARCH OVERVIEW
• 11,545 check-outs
• 5,918 visitors to the Newton
Public Library
• 779 used Internet workstations
• 29 groups used the meeting
room
• 29 free programs
• 380 children attended
• 177 adults attended

LIBRARY BOARD UPDATE
The Newton Public Library Board met on Thursday, March 14 for their
monthly meeting. Library furniture was discussed and the Board decided
on three colors for all the Lounge Furniture which is funded through the
Library Foundation. The Board also decided on new computer chairs that will
height adjust and fit the needs of our Internet users. Next, they discussed
their vacancy on the Board and approved a new Trustee application that is
available from the Library’s website and at the Information Desk for those
that are interested. The new thermostat installation quote for the Library’s
new air conditioner was approved (and has since been installed). The Board
accepted the new furniture donations (chairs and tables) from the Friends of
the Library for the meeting room. Public feedback on the mobile tables has
been very positive and allows patrons to adjust the room to their meeting
needs. The chairs for the meeting room are on order and we hope to have
them by Summer Reading Program time. The Board ended the meeting by
inspecting the leaks from the harsh winter and creating a plan for prevention
moving forward. The next Board meeting will be April 25 at 4 p.m. in the
Library Board Room. Minutes from the March 14 meeting will be approved
then and posted to the Library’s website the following day.

CHILDREN’S SUMMER READING PROGRAM EVENTS
PUBLISHED
The Children’s Summer Reading Program flyer is available for pick-up at
the Children’s Librarian Desk and details all the programs planned for this
summer. Our website also includes all the information published at: https://
www.newtongov.org/905/Youth-Summer-Reading. On June 4, the Summer
Reading Kick-off Date, children will be able to register for events that require
registration, pick-up their reading logs, and enjoy a free hotdog provided by
Hy-Vee.
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Library

ACRYLIC PAINTING CLASSES
Kirsten Warrick from the Center
for Arts and Artists in Newton led
an acrylic painting class for adults
on April 4. Friends of the Newton
Library supply the easels and all
supplies for the program, including
the instructor fee. This class was
painting a jar with flowers. Twenty
nine people attended the class.
Check back to the Library’s Facebook
Page for upcoming painting classes
and programs for adults.

DMACC ADULT ESL CLASS
TOUR @ THE LIBRARY
On April 9, fifteen students and
faculty members from the DMACC
adult English as a Second Language
class toured the library. Students
received new library cards and picked
up information on the upcoming
Summer Reading Program.
This is a new partnership between
DMACC and the Library that has
included two semesters of students
to tour the library.

BOARD GAMES FOR TEENS
Bill Bennett, one of the Library’s
catalogers, is taking time each
month to teach teens how to play
board games in the Teen area of
the library. These board games are
not the traditional board games
such as Clue, Monopoly, etc., but
the “modern classic” board games
of Ticket to Ride, Catan, and
Carcassonne.
Phyllis Peter, the Youth Services
Librarian, has worked with Bill to find
a fun program that encourages teens
to use the recently revitalized teen
area that includes furniture funded
through the Jasper Community
Foundation. Interested teens can
stop by the drop-in program for fun
and snacks. Upcoming Board Game
programs can be found on our
Facebook Page.
Check out the news article on our
Teen Board Game Club in Newton
Daily News’ Tuesday, April 16
edition.
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Library

PROGRAMMING SURVEY
The Library has published an online
survey regarding adult programming
as part of the Library’s 2019 - 2024
Strategic Plan. We are interested
in hearing from patrons who do
and do not attend programs to
find what interests they may have,
time availability, and what we can
improve.

BOOK DONATION FOR
NATIONAL LIBRARY WEEK
Thank you to The Dental Practice
and Dr. Steven G. Rabedeaux for
their generous National Library
Week book donation. The books
will fit in nicely to our Children’s
collection.

A paper copy can be picked up at
the Library Circulation Desk.
You can also take the survey online
by visiting the Library’s Facebook
Page or at the Library’s website:
https://w w w.newtongov.org /90/
Library.
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FOOD FOR FINES
During National Library Week (April
8 - 13) the Library forgave fines
for non-perishable food donations
in their annual Food for Fines. The
Library collected over 343 nonperishable food items and therefore
forgave $343 in library fines. All
food items were donated to The
Newton Community Food Pantry.

