MARCH 25, 2019

CITY OF NEWTON Biweekly UPDATE
2020 CENSUS JOBS
Earn extra income while helping your community. The Census is hiring for
a variety of temporary jobs including census takers, recruiting assistants,
office staff and supervisors. Pay rates are $15.00 - $16.50 per hour. Apply
for one of thousands of temporary 2020 Census Jobs.
Census results determine the number of seats each state has in the U.S.
House of
Representatives as well as how funds are spent on roads, schools and
hospitals. Apply online at www.2020census.gov/jobs.

UPCOMING EVENTS
• March 25 - Baby Storytime at
10:30 a.m. at the Newton Public
Library
• March 26 - Newton Arboretum &
Botanical Gardens Growing Aronia
Berries Seminar at 7 p.m.
• March 27 - Newton Job/Career
Fair from 4 to 6 p.m. at DMACC
Newton Campus
• March 28 - Cops &
Neighborhoods United Zone 6
Informational Meeting at 6 p.m.
at Community Heights Alliance
Church
• March 29 - Newton Christian
School Hog Roast & Auction at
4:30 p.m. at Community Heights
Alliance Church
Find more community events online:
www.newtongov.org/communitycalendar

FIND US ONLINE!
WWW.NEWTONGOV.ORG
FACEBOOK.COM/CITYOFNEWTONIOWA
FACEBOOK.COM/GETTOKNOWNEWTON

CONTINUE READING FOR UPDATES FROM THE NEWTON FIRE
DEPARTMENT, THE NEWTON POLICE DEPARTMENT AND THE
NEWTON PUBLIC LIBRARY.

@GETTOKNOWNEWTON
@GETTOKNOWNEWTON

FIRE DEPARTMENT
NEW FACES AT THE NEWTON
FIRE DEPARTMENT
Three new firefighters started
in March. Isaac Hunsberger of
Colfax, Brad Lundquist of West Des
Moines, and Trent Baker of Newton
accepted full time positions with
the Fire Department. The three
have been completing orientation
and assimilating to firefighter crew
life. We are excited to have them on
board.

CITIZENS FIRE ACADEMY –
APPLICATIONS OPEN
The Newton Fire Department will
be conducting the 4th Annual
Citizen’s Fire Academy starting April
2, 2019. The application period is
now open. Please see the City of
Newton website for information on
applications.

NEW GEAR LOCKERS
INSTALLED IN FIRE STATION

SCBA FILL STATION
INSTALLED AND IN SERVICE

Gear
lockers
for
firefighting
personal protective equipment
(PPE) were delivered and installed
by fire department staff in the past
month. The gear lockers were made
by Ready Rack, a company that
specializes in storage of firefighter
PPE. Each set of turn out gear costs
around $3,000. This project was
funded by 17/18 End of Year Fund
Balance.

A new fill station was received and
installed in the fire station. The new
fill station is capable of containing
the force of a bottle explosion in
the event of a catastrophic failure
during filling. SCBA bottles contain
around 4500 PSI of pressure and
can severely injure or even kill
firefighters if they fail during filling.
This equipment has a useful life of
more than 20 years and was funded
by 17/18 End of Year Fund Balance.

MOBILE ROUTER INSTALLATION COMPLETE IN AMBULANCES
Mobile routers have been installed on all of the Fire Department ambulances.
Ambulances and emergency medical services have become very technology
driven over the years. These new mobile routers will allow integration of
patient reporting software and patient monitoring equipment. While en route
to the hospital EMS staff can upload live data from cardiac monitors that
can be viewed by doctors in the Emergency Department. This equipment is
a much more stable and reliable connection for the equipment to use. This
project was funded by 17/18 End of Year Fund Balance.
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FIRE DEPARTMENT
ENGINE 1 HEADED FOR REPAIR
The Fire Department’s newest engine will be out of service for about 45 days
while being repaired in Weyauwega, Wisconsin. In December of 2018, while
responding to an ambulance roll over on Interstate 80, Engine 1 lost traction
on the icy highway and spun into the cable barriers on Interstate 80. The
vehicle sustained over $50,000 in damage in the accident. Luckily, most of
the damage was cosmetic in nature and the vehicle remained in service until
it needed to be delivered to the repair shop in Wisconsin. During the down
time, Engine 2 will fill the role of first out Engine and Tanker 1 will serve as
a backup engine. The picture shows all of the equipment that was taken off
the engine in preparation for delivery to Weyauwega.
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POLICE DEPARTMENT
NEW OFFICER SWORN IN
Mayor Hansen presided over a swearing in ceremony for the Police
Department’s newest officer Nathan Winters on March 14th. Nathan is a
Knoxville native and has a background in the security field. He has a criminal
justice degree from Indian Hills Community College and was an All-American
shot putter for the Indian Hill CC track team. Nathan is scheduled to attend
the Iowa Law Enforcement Academy from April 29th – August 16th.

DOG AND CAT LICENSE PURCHASE DEADLINE IS MARCH 29TH
Pet owners are being reminded that 2019 animal licenses must be purchased
by March 29, 2019, to avoid a late fee of $20.00. Licenses are available
at the Newton Police Department, 101 W 4th St S, Monday through Friday
from 7:30 a.m. until 5:00 p.m. The license fee for spayed/neutered animals
is $15.00 and $25.00 if not spayed or neutered. Pet owners can receive a
civil penalty fine of up to $150.00 for not having their pet licensed.
Residents need to bring proof of current rabies vaccinations for their pets
when purchasing the license. The Police Department does not accept debit
or credit cards and cab only able to accept cash or checks at this time.

SRO BRITTON ATTENDS YOUTH PREVENTION TRAINING
School Resource Officer Julie Britton recently attended two youth specific training courses that will assist in educating
students about substance abuse and responding to mental health issues within the school setting.
Officer Britton was certified to teach the LifeSkills curriculum, which is a middle school and high school substance
abuse prevention program that teaches students social and self-management skills, including skills in resisting
peer and media pressure to smoke, drink, or use drugs; and informs students of the immediate consequences of
substance abuse. This program is a great compliment to the “Too Good for Drugs” program currently being taught
in the elementary school.
Officer Britton also attended 8 hours of training on Mental Health First Aid for youth. She has previously completed
40 hours of Crisis Intervention Training and an additional 8 hours of Mental Health First Aid for adults.
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POLICE DEPARTMENT
POLICE DEPARTMENT ACTIVITY – JANUARY 1 – MARCH 1
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library

FEBRUARY OVERVIEW
• 10,198 check-outs
• 5,155 visitors to the Newton
Public Library
• 657 used Internet workstations
• 25 groups used the meeting
room
• 35 free programs
• 467 children attended
• 168 adults attended

HARRY POTTER ESCAPE
ROOM
When registration opens for the
Escape Room all three lines for
the Library are ringing constantly.
Registrations fill up quickly and
usually on the first day allowing 20
different teams of 4-8 contestants to
play. During the first week of March,
the library hosted our third escape
room, “Escape From Hogwarts”.
The Harry Potter themed room ran
for three days and welcomed 94
participants.
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TUESDAY TITLES
Every Tuesday the Library posts
to Facebook and asks followers
to comment with a few favorite
titles and in return receive reading
recommendations
from
our
Librarians. The posts have generated
quite a conversation and shown the
diverse reading tastes of our fellow
avid readers. But did you know
you can stop by the library service
desks and ask any staff member for
reading recommendations?
All staff can offer reading
suggestions, either based off their
favorite authors, using Novelist or
Gale databases, or by using our vast
knowledge of books. If you ever find
yourself in a reading rut, give us a
call at 792-4108.

Library
PARENT CAFE WITH JASPER COUNTY HEALTH DEPARTMENT
The Library has partnered with the Jasper County Health Department to
offer Parent Cafe at the Library. Parents can bring their preschoolers to a
story time in the Story Time Room while parents stay in the meeting room
to speak with Jasper County Health Department representatives. This is an
ongoing partnership and we encourage parents to check out the Newton
Public Library Facebook Page for event times and/or reach out to the Jasper
County Health Department for access to resources.

NATIONAL LIBRARY WEEK
National Library Week (April 7- 13, 2019) is a time to celebrate the
contributions of our library and library workers and to promote library use
and support. From free access to books and online resources for families to
library business centers that help support entrepreneurship and retraining,
libraries offer opportunity to all. The theme for 2019 National Library Week
is “Libraries = Strong Communities”. To celebrate we will have a social media
bookcase contest, book spine poetry contest, and Food for Fines.
Patrons can make a poem out of the spines of books to enter to win a prize
or vote on contestants who entered.
Food for Fines allows patrons to eliminate fines by giving one non-perishable
food item for each $1.00 in fines. All food will be donated to the Newton
Community Food Pantry. We invite everyone to stop in to the library during
the week of April 7th to enjoy the festivities and make Newton a stronger
community.

SO MANY LIBRARY PROGRAMS, SO LITTLE TIME
On average the Library hosts three story times a week for children and at
least one adult program. However, sometimes the Library has 5 story times
a week and an escape room that takes up every night in the meeting room.
We encourage patrons to check out the Newton Public Library Facebook
Page to see all of our upcoming programs ranging from paint-along classes
to book clubs (for adults and teens) to story times on weekends and during
the evenings.
As summer approaches, our events and programs will multiply with all the
summer reading events planned.
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