FEBRUARY 11, 2019

CITY OF NEWTON Biweekly UPDATE
A NOTE FROM THE CITY ADMINISTRATOR
The monthly Coffee with the Mayor is scheduled
for this Saturday, February 16 from 9 – 11 a.m.
at the Newton Public Library. Newton Mayor
Michael L. Hansen hosts Coffee with the Mayor
the third Saturday of each month. Additional
dates for Coffee with the Mayor are: March 16,
April 20, May 18, June 15, July 20, August
17, September 21, October 19, November 16
and December 21. This is an opportunity for
the Mayor to meet with residents, hear their
concerns, and connect with the citizens of
Newton. All residents are invited to attend.

Matt Muckler,
City Administrator

UPCOMING EVENTS
• February 12 at 6 p.m. - Cops &
Neighborhoods United Zone 3
Informational Meeting at First
Assembly of God Church
• February 13 at 10:30 a.m. Newton Public Library Preschool
Storytime
• February 15 at 9 a.m. - Fourth
Annual Lip Sync Battle & Silent
Auction at Berg Middle School
• February 16 at 9 a.m. - Coffee
with the Mayor at the Newton
Public Library
• February 18 at 6 p.m. - Regular
City Council Meeting at City Hall
• February 18 at 6:30 p.m. - Blues
Under the Blue Roof at the Newton
Public Library
Find more community events online:
www.newtongov.org/communitycalendar

FIND US ONLINE!
WWW.NEWTONGOV.ORG
FACEBOOK.COM/CITYOFNEWTONIOWA
FACEBOOK.COM/GETTOKNOWNEWTON

CONTINUE READING FOR UPDATES FROM COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT, COMMUNITY SERVICES AND PUBLIC WORKS.

@GETTOKNOWNEWTON
@GETTOKNOWNEWTON

Community DEVELOPMENT
PLANNING AND ZONING
COMMISSION
The P&Z Commission met on
February 5, 2019 and unanimously
approved a motion stating that the
proposed First Avenue East Urban
Renewal Area aligns with Newton’s
Future: A Comprehensive Plan.

BUILDING ACTIVITY
HISTORIC PRESERVATION
COMMISSION UPDATE
The
Historic
Preservation
Commission met on Monday,
February 4, 2019, for their regular
monthly meeting. The Commission
is working on a building plaque
project for the Downtown Historic
District.

For the month of January 2019, 21
development permits were issued:
•
•
•
•
•

4
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building permits
electrical permits
plumbing permits
mechanical permits
demolition permits

Total valuation of the permits in
January was $229,300.

BUILDING TRADES BOARD
UPDATE

Total fiscal year valuation of permits
has been $9,846,816.

The Building Trades Board met on
January 16, 2019 and reviewed
D&D 2.0 Grants for 2107 North
5th Avenue East and 307 East
16th Street North
The Board
recommended approval of granting
funds for the rehabilitation projects,
which council approved at their
meeting on January 4, 2019.

HOME AND GARDEN SHOW
Craig
Armstrong
and
Bruce
Showalter attended the Home
and Garden Show in Des Moines
on February 8th and made some
connections with area builders.

SSMID BOARD

NEWTON HOUSING
DEVELOPMENT
CORPORATION UPDATE
NHDC continues to meet with
potential develpers of multi-family
and single family housing. NHDC
continues to collaborate with the
City and Newton Development
Corporation with assisting employers
with meeting housing needs for their
employees.

NEWTON DEVELOPMENT
CORPORATION UPDATE
Frank Liebl and Tanya Michener
continue to meet with prospects
for existing buildings and vacant
properties. NDC is working on
establishing a group to drive
technology ideas forward in Newton.

NEWTON MAIN STREET
UPDATE
Main Street has put in several
nominations for the Statewide
Main Street Awards, which will
be announced on March 8th. In
addition, Newton Main Street
continues to be involved with projects
that have received challenge grants
within the district including Maytag
Hotel and the old Jasper County
Garage building.

UPCOMING BOARD/
COMMISSION MEETINGS

The SSMID Board held their regular
meeting on February 11th at 7:30
am. The board is working on the
purchase of bike racks for the
district, with the generous help of
some donations given toward the
project.

Historic Preservation Commission
March 4, 2019 at 1 p.m.
Public Works Building
Newton Downtown SSMID Board
March 11, 2019 at 7:30 a.m.
Public Works Building
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COMMUNITY SERVICES
MAYTAG POOL SEASONAL EMPLOYMENT
Applications are now being accepted
for seasonal jobs at Maytag Pool for
the 2019 pool season, which runs
from late-May to mid-August. The
open positions include lifeguards,
pool deck shift leaders (lifeguard
supervisors), and concessions/ticket
window workers. These jobs can be
viewed at: www.newtongov.org/226/
Employment-Opportunities

1ST AVE E ASPHALT RESURFACING PROJECT
Community Services staff continue work on construction plans for the
upcoming 1st Ave E HMA Resurfacing Project. This project includes milling
and asphalt resurfacing of the entire width of 1st Ave E from E 14th St to E
28th St. Also to be included in the project is sidewalk and trail construction
between E 14th St and Iowa Speedway Drive. Pending City Council approval,
the project is scheduled to be included in the Iowa DOT’s June 18, 2019 bid
letting with construction anticipated for late-summer of 2019. $600,000
of project costs are being paid by the Iowa DOT. The remaining $453,000
in project costs are to be paid using City of Newton’s SWAP funds, which
require no local matching funds from the City.

2018 AGNES PATTERSON PARK ADA IMPROVEMENTS
PROJECT
On January 21, 2019 City Council accepted completion of the 2018 Agnes
Patterson Park ADA (Americans with Disabilities Act) Improvements Project.
This project was completed by JDA Construction of Marshalltown and
included parking stalls near the new pit toilet, and ADA-accessible walkways
constructed from the new parking stalls to the upper and lower ball fields.
These improvements were identified as needs in recent revisions of the City’s
ADA Transition Plan.
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Public works
PARKS OPERATIONS UPDATE - WINTER MAINTENANCE WORK
Parks Operations staff has been busy assisting with a lot of snow removal
this past month. Parks Operations staff is equipped with three pickups with
snow plows and two small tractor units with snow removal attachments.
Crews are responsible for downtown allies, downtown parking lots, Newton
Public Library, all city owned sidewalks (including city owned D & D
properties), roadways through both cemeteries, Arboretum parking lot, roads
and parking lots in city parks, Westwood Golf Course/ Newton Dog Park
drive and parking lot, and a few sections of bike hike/ bike trail. A lot of
routine maintenance is required on the equipment to keep it running through
the tough snow conditions.
When there is a break from snow, crews have been busy with many offseason
projects. One of which is reconstructing some of the over 170 picnic tables
throughout Newton’s park system. Tables are located both outside throughout
our parks, as well as inside the pool pavilion and many park shelters. They
are exposed to a lot of elements and routine maintenance is a must.

WATER POLLUTION CONTROL OPERATION & MAINTENANCE
SUPERVISOR ATTENDS CERTIFICATION WORKSHOP
WPC Operations and Maintenance Supervisor, Brad Hansen, recently
attended the Wastewater Grade IV Certification Exam Prep Workshop held at
the DMACC Ankeny campus. The 2-day, 15-hour comprehensive workshop
is for wastewater operators preparing for the Iowa Grade 4 certification exam.
All wastewater treatment plant operators are required by Iowa Code to be
certified in the operation of wastewater treatment plants. Brad is scheduled
for the Grade IV exam in November 2019.

PUBLIC WORKS OPERATIONS / STREETS - SNOW REMOVAL
OPERATIONS
Even though 2019 started out with warmer than average temperatures,
winter finally arrived with vengeance. Mother Nature showed up with snow,
freezing rain, extreme cold temperatures and exceptionally high winds.
Public Works crews have worked many 24 hour shifts the month of January
plowing streets, cleaning up the downtown business district or being out
opening roads and pushing back drifted areas after the snow fall. The
extremely low temperatures and wind chills with these snow events have
added more difficulty to the removal process. The fourth snow plow wing
truck has helped greatly to provide better snow removal services to our
citizens, by reducing the number of miles of streets that each operator is
responsible for, allowing each operator to get through their route quicker and
more often.
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Public works
PUBLIC WORKS OPERATIONS / LANDFILL DOZER REPAIR
Cold weather and frozen conditions are a challenge for staff and equipment
at the landfill. Temperatures in negative zero degree weather contributed
to a hydraulic line leaking on the John Deere 850K. The City mechanic
and landfill staff are utilizing the maintenance shop to identify and repair a
leaking hydraulic line on the dozer. The process includes removing the landfill
package equipment and ripper from the machine. The area in question has
limited access so dye is placed in the hydraulic tank and a black light is used
to assist with finding the leak. Utilizing staff to make this repair saved money
and was able to get the dozer repaired quicker.
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