JANUARY 14, 2019

CITY OF NEWTON Biweekly UPDATE
A NOTE FROM THE CITY ADMINISTRATOR
Mark your calendars for the Iowa League of
Cities Annual Legislative Day at the State
Historical Building on February 19. This year’s
Legislative Day will focus on how to retain and
attract the talent

you need to grow. Agenda
and speaker information will be updated as
sessions are finalized. Registration is $35 and
includes a plated lunch. In addition to a training
component, Legislative Day is also an excellent
opportunity to visit the State Capitol, attend a
committee or subcommittee meeting, or watch
the floor debate live. If a City Council member is
interested in attending the Iowa League of Cities
Legislative Day, please reach out to me.

Matt Muckler,
City Administrator

UPCOMING EVENTS
• January 14 at 6 p.m.- Cops &
Neighborhoods United Zone 5
Informational Meeting
• January 14 at 6 p.m. - Yoga at the
Library
• January 15 at 6 p.m. - Cops &
Neighborhoods United Zone 2
Informational Meeting
• January 19 at 9 a.m. - Coffee with
the Mayor
• January 21 at 6 p.m. - City
Council Meeting
• January 23 at 10:30 a.m. Conversation Cafe at Newton
Public Library
• January 24 at 10:30 a.m. - Parent
Cafe at Newton Public Library
Find more community events online:
www.newtongov.org/communitycalendar

FIND US ONLINE!
WWW.NEWTONGOV.ORG
FACEBOOK.COM/CITYOFNEWTONIOWA
FACEBOOK.COM/GETTOKNOWNEWTON

CONTINUE READING FOR UPDATES FROM COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT, COMMUNITY SERVICES AND PUBLIC WORKS.

@GETTOKNOWNEWTON
@GETTOKNOWNEWTON

Community DEVELOPMENT
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
DEPARTMENT

BUILDING ACTIVITY
For the month of December
2018, 26 development permits
were issued: 9 building permits,
6 electrical permits, 6 plumbing
permits, 4 mechanical permits, and
1 demolition permits. Total valuation
of the permits in December was
$4,646,000.

In December, the City Council
created
the
Community
Development Department which
includes planning & zoning,
building, economic development
and marketing. Shortly after the
holidays, the entire department held
a kick-off meeting.
It is of note that nine of the eighteen
adopted Council Goals for 20182020 will be led by the Community
Development Department.

BUILDING TRADES BOARD
UPDATE
The Building Trades Board met on
December 26, 2018 and reviewed
a D&D 2.0 Grant for 203 S 3rd
Avenue East.
The board recommended approval of
granting funds for the rehabilitation
project, which council approved at
their meeting on January 7, 2019.
The board also discussed their
regular meeting time and passed a
motion stating that they would meet
one time per month. Their next
meeting is scheduled for January
16, 2019 at 5 p.m. in the Public
Works Conference Room.

HISTORIC PRESERVATION
COMMISSION UPDATE
The
Historic
Preservation
Commission met on Monday,
January 7, for their regular monthly
meeting. Officers were selected Larry Hurto and Mary Jo Niskin will
continue to serve as Chair and Vice
Chair, respectively. Tanya Michener
will continue to serve as Historic
Preservation Commission liaison on
the Newton Main Street Board.
The commission is gathering
information for the required
annual report to the State Historic
Preservation Office. This is a
requirement to maintain their
Certified Local Government (CLG)
status, which makes Newton eligible
for additional grants.
Finally, the commission accepted
a donation of $150.00 from a
Sunbonnet Questers chapter to be
used toward preservation efforts.
At their meeting, the commission
unanimously approved a motion
to pursue the creation of plaques
for the contributing buildings
located within the downtown. The
Sunbonnet Questors’ donation,
along with funds from the coloring
book project, will make the project
a reality.
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For calendar year 2018, a total of
343 permits (building and trades)
were issued.
Permitted projects had a total
valuation of $21,656,810. New
residential construction comprised
$5,282,995 of that total valuation
and consisted of 21 new buildings
containing 22 units.
New non-residential construction
comprised $13,313,000 of the
total valuation and included projects
such as the new Van Maanen
headquarters building, Kwik Star,
and Lion Development’s Newton
Apartments on the northwest side
of downtown Newton.

UPCOMING BOARD/
COMMISSION MEETINGS
Newton Downtown SSMID Board
January 14, 2019
7:30 a.m.
Public Works Building
Building Trades Board
January 16, 2019, 5 p.m.
Public Works Building
Planning and Zoning Commission
January 22, 2019
5 p.m.
City Hall - Council Chambers

Community Development
NEWTON APARTMENTS
Lion Development Group wasted
no time after closing on the former
seed store property to begin site
preparation and construction of
their 38-unit apartment complex,
roughly halfway between the
Courthouse Square and Legacy
Plaza & the DMACC campus. With
unseasonably warm weather in the
early winter aiding the effort, the
foundation has been completed
and work to prepare for framing in
ongoing.

HARDEE’S GRAND OPENING
The long anticipated grand opening & ribbon cutting at the brand new
Hardee’s restaurant occurred on Tuesday, January 8. Mayor Hansen and
Council members Mullan, Stonner and Hallam were in attendance, along
many of our key community stakeholders.
A group from Iowa Speedway displayed the official pace car and held an
enter-to-win drawing with franchisee Westar Foods, offering tickets to the
track’s 2019 events. Greater Newton Area Chamber of Commerce Executive
Director Amanda Price coordinated the ribbon cutting with the Chamber
Ambassadors.
Westar Foods President Frank Westermajer remarked how pleased he was
to be opening a new Hardee’s restaurant in Newton. The best news was
the response from our citizens - a dozen folks were in line at 3:30 a.m.
Tuesday morning for the anticipated 5:30 a.m. opening and business was
“very brisk” all day!

ROGERS NOMINATED FOR 2018 YP OF THE YEAR AWARD
Danielle Rogers, Community Marketing Manager, has been selected as a
finalist for the 2018 YP of the Year Ashley Okland Community Service Award.
This award recognizes a young professional who exemplifies the volunteerism
and spirit of the late YPC board member Ashley Okland in giving of his or her
time, talents and other resources to community organizations. To read more
about Danielle and to vote for her visit http://bit.ly/2siGiUA.
The 2018 YP of the Year awards recognizes game changers, company
makers and industry shakers who’ve spent the last year shaping the Greater
Des Moines community for the better through their business, civic and
community leadership. Fifteen finalists are recognized in five categories and
one winner per category is announced at the 2018 YP of the Year Awards on
February 28, 2019 at Hilton Des Moines Downtown.
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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
NEWTON DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION UPDATE
The “Get To Know Newton” leadership class starts on January 22 and runs
through March 12 on successive Tuesday evenings. Each class is two hours
(6:30 to 8:30 p.m.) in length and all will be conducted in DMACC Room 224.
And, for the first time ever, there’s a Newton High School student enrolled in
the class! Contact tanyam.ndc@gmail.com for details on the class.
The Young Professionals of Jasper County are offering the Dave Ramsey
financial management course again starting January 31. The course
is on Thursdays from 5:30 to 7 p.m. in DMACC Room 248B. Contact
youngprofessionalsjc@gmail.com for more information.

NEWTON HOUSING DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION UPDATE
NHDC met with Jeff Davidson and Andrew Collings to discuss Iowa Housing
Trust Funds from IFA and a collaborative effort between Jasper, Marion and
Warren County that could result in approximately $100,000 per county for
housing projects.
NHDC continues to work on developing plans and a timeline of development
for the Barton land located in northeast Newton.
Finally, since July 1, 2014, 62 residential permits have been issued with a
total value of $14,951,519.

NEWTON MAIN STREET UPDATE
Newton Main Street continues with their investment campaign and reports
that funding is on target for the upcoming year. In addition, Newton Main
Street has received a $1,500 grant from Wal-Mart.
In December, Erin Chambers, along with Mickey Shields (Iowa League of
Cities), assisted in the Main Street Iowa’s internal retreat training. The focus
of the training was on the intersection of the Main Street program and local
government, on which Shields and Chambers provided perspective and
advice.
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Community Services

NEW GOLF AND POOL FEE
CHANGES FOR 2019

AIRPORT FUEL SYSTEM
PROJECT

2018 NUISANCE CODE
EFFORTS

On December 17, City Council
approved a new fee schedule that
affects Westwood Golf Course and
Maytag Pool.

On December 17, City Council
approved a contract with Unified
Contracting Services of Des Moines
for construction of a new fueling
system at the Newton Airport.

The number of nuisance complaint
cases totaled 1,050 in 2018.

At Westwood, nearly all golf fees
were lowered to make the course
cost competitive with the majority
of area golf courses. Also, City
residents now qualify for an
additional 5% discount all season
long on many of the lowered fees.
At Maytag Pool, changes include a
slight reduction of the single season
pass price and a new half-price daily
admission after 5 p.m.

This project includes the installation
of two new underground fuel tanks
for jet fuel and aviation gas, fueling
cabinets, a leak detection monitoring
system, and related equipment.
The new relocated fuel tanks, which
will be installed generally south of
the terminal building, will allow for
the future replacement of the north
end of the parallel taxiway that no
longer meets FAA runway separation
standards.
The project cost of $510,620 will be
offset by two state grants, leaving
the City responsible for $141,000
in costs.
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The Community Services Division
was able to add seasonal nuisance
inspectors and have a more proactive
approach to nuisances in 2018.
These changes saw the number of
cases saw a 73% increase from
2017 (608 cases) and a 105%
increase when compared to 2016
(512 cases).
Of the 1,050 cases in 2018, 13%
of these ended with one of the City’s
abatement contractors completing
the needed work.
Nuisances needing to be abated by
the City’s contractors are trending
down from 31% in 2016 and 18%
in 2017.

Public works
OFF-SEASON MAINTENANCE WORK IN THE PARKS
Parks Operations staff have been busy trimming trees in Union Cemetery.
The facility is over 55 acres and contains many trees so the trimming of
the trees improves aesthetics, the health of the trees and eliminates low
branches for staff and public safety.
Parks Operations staff have also been updating some of the 170+ picnic
tables located throughout Newton’s park system. The updating includes
replacement of boards and hardware while utilizing the existing frames. This
yearly maintenance allows the City to purchase new picnic tables less often
and also has a cost benefit as it is less expensive than purchasing brand
new picnic tables.

WATER POLLUTION CONTROL PUMP & GROUNDS
MAINTENANCE
Water Pollution Control personnel have been busy clearing trees and brush
at remote pump stations as well as performing maintenance of pumps at the
wastewater treatment plant. With more than 60 pumps to maintain, pump
maintenance is an ongoing task.
Water Pollution Control also provides grounds maintenance at the plant and
for six remote pump stations. In the photos below, they are seen changing
oil in a pump and removing trees at one of the pump stations.

STREET SWEEPER BACK ON
THE STREETS
With the exceptionally warmer
temperatures in December Public
Works Operations were able to
get the street sweeper out of cold
storage and head out to residential
neighborhoods. Sweeping this late
in the year helps pick up any late
falling leaves and also helps to
prevent storm water intakes from
getting plugged up with leaves.
This is beneficial to Street Crews
by getting a jump start on spring
maintenance and cleanup.
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Public works
PUBLIC WORKS MAINTENANCE SHOP CEILING INSTALLATION
Public Works personnel recently completed installing a metal ceiling in the
maintenance shop at the Newton Sanitary Landfill. Due to the mild winter,
this is a project that was able to be completed utilizing City staff and save
the City some money. Plans to complete the installation of metal sidewalls
and a lighting project are in process.
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