Agenda:

Newton City Council

City Council Meeting
September 03, 2019
6:00 p.m.

City Hall Council Chambers
101 West 4th Street South
Newton, Iowa 50208

Pledge

Pledge of Allegiance

Call to Order

1.

Roll Call

Citizen Participation

2.

This is the time of the meeting that a citizen may address the Council on
matters that are included in the consent agenda or a matter that is not on
the regular agenda. Except in cases of legal emergency, the City Council
cannot take formal action at the meeting, but may ask the City staff to
research the matter or have the matter placed on a subsequent agenda.

Presentation

3.

Bruce Showalter, NHDC Director – Iowa Prison Industries Built Homes

Consent Agenda

4.

August 19, 2019 Regular City Council Meeting Minutes

5.

Approve Liquor License for the following: Kwik Star #1001, BC0030784,
1910 1st Ave. E., Class C Beer Permit, Class B Wine Permit, Sunday Sales

6.

Resolution Setting a Date of Meeting at Which it is Proposed to Approve
a Development Agreement with Project Fast Pitch, Including Annual
Appropriation Tax Increment Payments (Council Report 19-167)

7.

Resolutions Setting a Public Hearing for refinancing of the 2018A Bond
(Council Report 19-168)

8.

Resolution Setting a Date for Public Hearing to revise the use of 2019A
bond proceeds reserved for Arbor Estates Grading Project. (Council
Report 19-169)

9.

Resolution Authorizing a $1,000.00 Donation to OPEN (Organization
Promoting Everlasting Neighbors) and up to $2,500.00 in travel expenses
for two employees to travel with the delegation (Council Report 19-170)

10.

Resolution approving donation of golf passes to Newton Main Street for
raffle event.
(Council Report 19-171)

11.

Resolution awarding contract for Parks Trails Repair Project. (Council
Report 19-172)

12.

Resolution approving a Telecommunications Licensing Agreement with
Windstream Iowa Communications, LLC – 3426 E 28th St N. (Council
Report 19-173)

13.

Resolution Approving Additional Funding for Quantity Overruns on the
HMA Resurfacing Project 2018-02. (Council Report 19-174)

14.

Approve Bills

15.

Public hearing on a resolution to declare necessity and establish
an urban renewal area, pursuant to Section 403.4 of the Code of
Iowa and to approve urban renewal plan and project for the 2019

Public Hearing

Sports Entertainment Urban Renewal Area (Council Report 19175)
•

•

Ordinances

To attract development to any area in today’s competitive business
environment, local incentives are often needed. One of the tools
utilized to provide incentives is Tax Increment Financing (TIF). When
TIF districts are enacted, development incentives can be provided in a
number of ways. These incentives are then paid for by capturing the
property taxes paid by the new development.
The City proposes to establish the 2019 Sports Entertainment Urban
Renewal Area, located along the north side of Rusty Wallace Drive in
about the 2800-3200 Blocks. This would provide the City with a tool
that could potentially be used to facilitate development. An
immediate possibility for assistance would be the Project Fast Pitch
Complex to be located just north of the Iowa Speedway.

16.

Resolution to declare necessity and establish an urban renewal area,
pursuant to Section 403.4 of the Code of Iowa and to approve urban
renewal plan and project for the 2019 Sports Entertainment Urban
Renewal Area (Council Report 19-175)

17.

First Consideration of an ordinance providing for the division of taxes
levied on taxable property in the 2019 Sports Entertainment Urban
Renewal Area, Pursuant to Section 403.19 of the Code of Iowa (Council
Report 19-176)

18.

Third Consideration of an Ordinance Deleting Property From the Tax
Increment Financing District for the Speedway-Prairie Fire Economic
Development Urban Renewal Area of the City of Newton, Iowa, Pursuant
to Section 403.19 of the Code of Iowa. (Council Report 19-162)
•

•

In order to be prepared for potential future development, it is
desirable to remove a portion of land from the Speedway/Prairie Fire
Urban Renewal Area so that steps can be taken to create a new urban
renewal area which will provide the ability for the City to promote
development on the subject land.
Removal of the property from the Speedway/Prairie Fire Urban
Renewal Area will not negatively impact what remains for the
Speedway/Prairie Fire Urban Renewal area. City Staff recommends
approval.

19. Third Consideration of an Ordinance amending the Code of Ordinances,
City of Newton, Iowa, 2016, Title XV, Chapter 150, “Building Regulations”
and Chapter 151, “Minimum Housing Code”. (Council Report 19-163)
•
•

City Council identified updating the Rental Inspection Program as one
of eighteen goals for the 2018-2020 period.
City staff has prepared ordinance amendments which support a
transition of the program from an in-house inspector to a contract
inspection service. The Property Maintenance Code will provide an
additional tool to address conditions at all properties in Newton.
Changes to the Minimum Housing Code will improve the
effectiveness of the Rental Inspection Program and the Crime Free
Multi-Housing Program.

20.

Third Consideration of an Ordinance to amend the Code of Ordinances,
City of Newton, Iowa, 2016, Title XV, Chapter 151, “Minimum Housing
Code”. (Council Report 19-164)
•

•

21.

First Consideration of an Ordinance amending the Code of Ordinances,
City of Newton, Iowa Adopted by City Council, 2016 Title VII, Chapter 72,
Section 14 “Traffic and Parking Schedules adopted by reference’, to Make
Changes to Snow Removal (Counci Report 19-177)
•

•

Resolutions

22.

•

As part of the Rental Program Update process, a new fee schedule
that aligns with the set fees for the selected contract inspection
service and the Rental Housing Inspection Program Administrative
Policy is needed.
The fee schedule reduces the annual permit fee from $35.00 per year
or $30/year for 2+ units in a building to $15.00 per year per unit and
sets the inspection, re-inspection, and no-show fees in accordance
with the approved contract with Iowa Inspections, LLC.

Resolution Adopting the Rental Housing
Administration Policy. (Council Report 19-179)
•

24.

In order to eliminate confusion on whether it is legal to park on the
street or not, this change strikes language that states “or when
snowfall has stopped and the street has been plowed full width.”
Downtown Snow Hauling Operations parking restriction is currently
from 2 a.m.- 6 a.m., this change would move the restriction to 11
p.m. to 2 a.m. to coincide with the hours that staff is hauling snow
from the downtown.
The Downtown Snow Hauling District lacked language for the north
boundary of N 4th Ave. This change adds language for the northern
boundary of N 4th Ave to the ordinance.

Resolution Amending the City of Newton Rental Program Fee Schedule.
(Council Report 19-178)
•

23.

Restructuring of the rental program allowed for the separation of the
minimum housing code and the Crime Free Multi-Housing Program
into different sections within the code of ordinances allowing for
greater clarity and efficiency.
Proposed ordinance would require rental property owners/managers
to recertify with Crime Free Multi-Housing training every 3 years and
ordinance language was updated to simplify the points system used
for deeming a rental property a nuisance.

Inspection

Program

The Rental Housing Inspection Program Administrative Policy
provides additional guidance for the implementation of the Rental
Inspection Program and enforcement of the Minimum Rental Housing
Code. It provides clear expectations for City staff, inspector(s),
landlords, renters, and all Newton citizens.

Resolution authorizing the filing of a 657A.10A petition for ownership of
property at 309 South 8th Avenue West and 909 East 7th Street North in
Newton, Jasper County, Iowa. (Council Report 19-180)
•

The structures at these properties have been abandoned by the
property owners. The 657A.10A process will allow the City to acquire

•
25.

Resolution awarding a contract for the Public Works Shop Heater
Replacement Project. (Council Report 19-181)
•

•

Mayor/Council Comments

the property with clean title, demolish the structures, and have
property ready for redevelopment.
Staff recommends approval of $3,500 to $4,500 per property in legal
and court fees to be paid from the D&D Bonded Funds

The Public Works City Garage Shop has an outdated radiant heating
system that was part of the original building when purchased in the
mid 1980’s. Repair parts are no longer available and the unit does not
operate efficiently. Replacement project was approved through the
2019-2020 budget process. Quotes were sought for removal of the
old system and installation of a new radiant heat system.
City Staff recommends approval of the resolution to accept the
lowest responsive, responsible bidder Brookwood, Inc., Newton, Iowa
in the amount of $17,585.00 for the installation of a minimum
150,000 BTU/HR radiant heat system in the public works
maintenance shop paid from the road use tax fund.

26.

Adjourn
The City of Newton is pleased to provide reasonable accommodations, in compliance with the Americans with
Disabilities Act, for those individuals or groups who require assistance to be able to participate in the public
meeting. Should special accommodations be required, please contact the City Clerk’s Office at least 48 hours in
advance of the meeting, at 641-792-2787 to arrange for accommodations to be provided.

www.NewtonGov.org

REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
AUGUST 19, 2019, 6:00 P.M.
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS
The City Council of Newton, Iowa met in regular session at 6:00 P.M. on the above date in the
Council Chambers at 101 West 4th Street South. Mayor Hansen presided. Present Council Members:
Hallam, Stonner, George, Chapé, Trotter. Absent: Mullan.
Mayor Hansen asked everyone present to join in saying the Pledge of Allegiance.
There was no citizen participation.
Amanda Accola, Key Account Manager for Alliant Energy presented their yearend update.
Moved by Chapé, seconded by Trotter to approve consent agenda items 4-8.
4. August 5, 2019 Regular City Council Meeting Minutes
5. August 9, 2019 Special City Council Meeting Minutes
6. Resolution adopting 2019 S9 Supplement To The “Code Of Ordinances Of The City Of Newton,
Iowa, 2016” and approving distribution of the same to code subscribers. Resolution 2019-161
adopted.
7. Resolution levying assessments for costs of nuisance abatement and providing for the payment
thereof (Schedule 19-04). Resolution 2019-162 adopted.
8. Approve Bills
AYES: Five. NAYS: None. Consent agenda items approved.
Moved by Trotter, seconded by Hallam to pass the Third consideration of an ordinance repealing
Newton, Iowa Code of Ordinances 2011 Title 5, Chapter 43, Article 2 - Electric Franchise; and adding
Title 11, Chapter 118 - Electric Franchise to Newton Code of Ordinances 2016, granting to Interstate
Power and Light Company, its successors and assigns, a nonexclusive twenty-five year franchise to
acquire, construct, erect, maintain, and operate an electric system in the City of Newton, Iowa and to
furnish and sell electric energy to the city and its inhabitants. AYES: Five. NAYS: None. Third
consideration passed. Moved by Hallam, seconded by Trotter to adopt the Ordinance. AYES: Five.
NAYS: None. Ordinance 2362 adopted.
Moved by George, seconded by Stonner to pass the Second consideration of an Ordinance
Deleting Property From the Tax Increment Financing District for the Speedway-Prairie Fire Economic
Development Urban Renewal Area of the City of Newton, Iowa, Pursuant to Section 403.19 of the Code
of Iowa. AYES: Five. NAYS: None. Second consideration passed.
Moved by Trotter, seconded by George to pass the Second consideration of an Ordinance
amending the Code of Ordinances, City of Newton, Iowa, 2016, Title XV, Chapter 150, “Building
Regulations” and Chapter 151, “Minimum Housing Code” AYES: Five. NAYS: None. Second
consideration passed.
Moved by Stonner, seconded by Chapé to pass the Second consideration of an Ordinance to
amend the Code of Ordinances, City of Newton, Iowa, 2016, Title XV, Chapter 151, “Minimum Housing
Code” AYES: Five. NAYS: None. Second consideration passed.
Moved by Chapé, seconded by Hallam to adopt a Resolution approving phase (2) professional
services (GIS services). AYES: Five. NAYS: None. Resolution 2019-163 adopted.
Moved by George, seconded by Chapé to adopt Resolution awarding contract for the Public
Works Shop Building Project. AYES: Five. NAYS: None. Resolution 2019-164 adopted.
Moved by Stonner, seconded by Trotter to adopt a Resolution Approving the Newton Union
Cemetery Master Planning Services Proposal. AYES: Five. NAYS: None. Resolution 2019-165
adopted.
Moved by Hallam, seconded by Trotter to adopt a Resolution providing administrative guidance
regarding closure of city streets for residential block parties and construction work. AYES: Five.
NAYS: None. Resolution 2019-166 adopted.
During staff reports Fire Chief Jarrod Wellik updated council on the status of the ladder truck
and various other pieces of equipment.
During Mayor/Council Comments Stonner congratulated Community Development Director Erin
Chambers on being showcased in Planning Magazine. George reminded citizens to participate in the
Public Safety Citizen Academy.
Moved by George, seconded by Trotter to adjourn the meeting at 6:54 P.M. Motion
unanimously carried by voice vote.
______________________________
Michael L. Hansen, Mayor

________________________________
Katrina Davis, City Clerk

City of Newton Council Report

Item: Resolution setting a date of meeting at which it is
proposed to approve a development agreement with Project
Fast Pitch, including annual appropriation tax increment
payments.

Report Number: 19-167

Date: September 3, 2019
Summary: Setting a public hearing date for September 16,
2019 for the Council to consider a development agreement
with Project Fast Pitch.

Financial Impact:
None

Lead Departments:
Community Development
Recommendation:
Approve

Background: It is necessary to set a public hearing date and time for the consideration of a
development agreement for Project Fast Pitch. This resolution sets the public hearing for the next
regular City Council meeting on September 16, 2019 at 6:00 pm.
Recommendation: City Staff recommends approval.

Matt Muckler
City Administrator

RESOLUTION NO. 2019 - _______
Resolution Setting a Date of Meeting at Which it is Proposed to Approve a
Development Agreement with Project Fast Pitch, Including Annual Appropriation
Tax Increment Payments
WHEREAS, the City of Newton, Iowa (the “City”), pursuant to and in strict compliance
with all laws applicable to the City, and in particular the provisions of Chapter 403 of the Code
of Iowa, has adopted an Urban Renewal Plan for the 2019 Sports Entertainment Urban Renewal
Area (the “Urban Renewal Area”); and
WHEREAS, this City Council has adopted an ordinance providing for the division of
taxes levied on taxable property in the Urban Renewal Area pursuant to Section 403.19 of the
Code of Iowa and establishing the fund referred to in Subsection 2 of Section 403.19 of the Code
of Iowa, which fund and the portion of taxes referred to in that subsection may be irrevocably
pledged by the City for the payment of the principal of and interest on indebtedness incurred
under the authority of Section 403.9 of the Code of Iowa to finance or refinance in whole or in
part projects in the Urban Renewal Area; and
WHEREAS, the City proposes to enter into a certain development agreement (the
“Development Agreement”) with Project Fast Pitch (the “Company”) in connection with the
development, construction and operation of a sports, recreation, entertainment and hospitality
complex in the Urban Renewal Area; and
WHEREAS, the Development Agreement would provide financial incentives to the
Company in the form of annual appropriation incremental property tax payments in an amount
not to exceed $8,500,000 under the authority of Section 403.9(1) of the Code of Iowa; and
WHEREAS, it is necessary to set a date for a public hearing on the Development
Agreement, pursuant to Section 403.9 of the Code of Iowa;
NOW THEREFORE, It Is Resolved by the City Council of the City of Newton, Iowa, as
follows:
Section 1.
This City Council shall meet on September 16, 2019, at 6:00 o’clock p.m.,
at the City Hall Council Chambers in the City, at which time and place proceedings will be
instituted and action taken to approve the Development Agreement and to authorize the annual
appropriation incremental property tax payments.
Section 2.
The City Clerk is hereby directed to give notice of the proposed action, the
time when and place where said meeting will be held, by publication at least once not less than
four (4) and not more than twenty (20) days before the date of said meeting in a legal newspaper
of general circulation in the City. Said notice shall be in substantially the following form:

NOTICE OF MEETING FOR APPROVAL OF DEVELOPMENT AGREEMENT WITH
PROJECT FASTPITCH AND AUTHORIZATION OF ANNUAL APPROPRIATION TAX
INCREMENT PAYMENTS
The City Council of the City of Newton, Iowa, will meet at the City Hall Council
Chambers on September 16, 2019, at 6:00 o’clock p.m., at which time and place proceedings will
be instituted and action taken to approve a Development Agreement between the City and
Project Fast Pitch (the “Company”) in connection with the development, construction and
operation of a sports, recreation, entertainment and hospitality complex in the 2019 Sports
Entertainment Urban Renewal Area, which Development Agreement provides for certain
financial incentives in the form of incremental property tax payments to the Company in a total
amount not exceeding $8,500,000 as authorized by Section 403.9 of the Code of Iowa.
The agreement to make incremental property tax payments to the Company will not be a
general obligation of the City, but will be payable solely and only from incremental property tax
revenues generated within the 2019 Sports Entertainment Urban Renewal Area. Some or all of
the payments under the Development Agreement may be made subject to annual appropriation
by the City Council.
At the meeting, the City Council will receive oral or written objections from any resident
or property owner of the City. Thereafter, the City Council may, at the meeting or at an
adjournment thereof, take additional action to approve the Development Agreement or may
abandon the proposal.
This notice is given by order of the City Council of Newton, Iowa, in accordance with
Section 403.9 of the Code of Iowa.
Katrina Davis
City Clerk

Section 3.
repealed.

All resolutions or parts of resolutions in conflict herewith are hereby

Section 4.
This resolution shall be in full force and effect immediately upon its
adoption and approval, as provided by law.
Passed and approved September 3, 2019.

Mayor
Attest:

City Clerk

City of Newton Council Report
Item:
Resolution Setting the Date for Public
Hearing on Proposal to Enter into a Taxable
General Obligation Refunding Loan Agreement and
to Borrow Money Thereunder in a Principal Amount
not to Exceed $2,200,000
Summary: Resolutions Sets a Public Hearing for
refinancing of the 2018A Bond
Financial Impact: Estimated Savings in interest
costs of over $200,000 Over the Life of the Bond

Report Number: 19-168
Date: September 3, 2019
Lead Department:
Finance
Recommendation:
Approval

BACKGROUND
DA Davidson, the City’s Financial Advisors, continually reviews the City’s bonds and notes for
potential savings of interest when rates drop. Since June of this year, the rates have dropped as
much as 40 basis points (0.40%). Rates are now at record low levels and it is projected that
refinancing the 2018A bond would save the City $234,486 on a cash flow basis.
At this time, there are no other outstanding Bonds that are callable or the existing rates are too low
to merit refinancing. Next year, the 2014A and 2014B will be callable and potential refinancing
could happen in conjunction with the spring bonding.
The action recommended at the September 3rd meeting sets a public hearing on this refinancing.
During the week of September 9th, staff will hold a rating call with S&P Global and on the
September 16th meeting the City Council will hold a public hearing and approve a preliminary
Official Statement.
The City Council will consider the approval of a Bond Purchase Agreement, lock in interest rates,
and authorize the redemption of the outstanding Series 2018A Bond at the October 7th meeting.
The final step would be authorizing the issuance of the Series 2019C Bond at the October 21st
meeting.
Recommendation:
Staff recommends approval of the attached Resolution.

Matt Muckler
City Administrator

Newton / 504612-17 / Set Hrg GO Rfdg LA

MINUTES TO SET DATE FOR HEARING
ON PROPOSAL TO ENTER INTO A
GENERAL
OBLIGATION
LOAN
AGREEMENT
504612-17
Newton, Iowa
September 3, 2019
The City Council of the City of Newton, Iowa, met on September 3, 2019, at ______
o’clock __.m., at the ___________________, Newton, Iowa. The Mayor presided and the roll
was called showing the following members of the City Council present and absent:
Present:
Absent:

.

Council Member _____________________ introduced the resolution hereinafter next set
out, setting a date for hearing on a loan agreement, and moved its adoption, seconded by Council
Member ____________________; and after due consideration thereof by the City Council, the
Mayor put the question upon the adoption of the said resolution and the roll being called, the
following named Council Members voted:
Ayes:
Nays:

.

Whereupon, the Mayor declared the resolution duly adopted as hereinafter set out.
••••
At the conclusion of the meeting and upon motion and vote, the City Council adjourned.

Mayor
Attest:

City Clerk
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RESOLUTION NO. _________
Resolution setting the date for public hearing on proposal to enter into a Taxable
General Obligation Refunding Loan Agreement and to borrow money thereunder
in a principal amount not to exceed $2,200,000
WHEREAS, the City of Newton (the “City”), in Jasper County, State of Iowa, previously
issued its $1,971,000 Taxable General Obligation Corporate Purpose Notes, Series 2018A, dated
March 19, 2018 (the “2018 Notes”), a portion of which remains outstanding, maturing on June 1
in each of the years and in such amounts as follows:
Year

Principal

Year

Principal

2020
2021
2022
2023
2024
2025
2026

$ 53,000
$ 55,000
$ 72,000
$130,000
$134,000
$140,000
$145,000

2027
2028
2029
2030
2031
2032
2033

$151,000
$158,000
$164,000
$171,000
$177,000
$185,000
$193,000

; and
WHEREAS, pursuant to the resolution (the “2018 Note Resolution”) authorizing the
issuance of the 2018 Notes, the City reserved the right to prepay part or all of the 2018 Notes
(the “Callable 2018 Notes”) at any time prior to and in inverse order of maturity on terms of par
and accrued interest, subject to the provisions of the 2018 Note Resolution; and
WHEREAS, the City now proposes to enter into a loan agreement (the “Loan
Agreement”), pursuant to the provisions of Section 384.24A of the Code of Iowa, and to borrow
money thereunder in a principal amount not to exceed $2,200,000 for the purpose of paying the
cost, to that extent, of current refunding the outstanding balance of the Callable 2018 Notes, and
it is necessary to fix a date of meeting of the City Council at which it is proposed to take action
to enter into the Loan Agreement and to give notice thereof as required by such law;
NOW, THEREFORE, Be It Resolved by the City Council of the City of Newton, Iowa,
as follows:
Section 1.
The City Council shall meet on September 16, 2019, at the
________________, Newton, Iowa, at ________ o’clock ___.m., at which time and place a
hearing will be held and proceedings will be instituted and action taken to enter into the Loan
Agreement.

-2DORSEY & WHITNEY LLP, ATTORNEYS, DES MOINES, IOWA
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Section 2.
The City Clerk is hereby directed to give notice of the proposed action on
the Loan Agreement setting forth the amount and purpose thereof, the time when and place
where the said meeting will be held by publication at least once, not less than four (4) and not
more than twenty (20) days before the date of said meeting, in a legal newspaper which has a
general circulation in the City. The notice shall be in substantially the following form:

-3DORSEY & WHITNEY LLP, ATTORNEYS, DES MOINES, IOWA
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NOTICE OF PROPOSED ACTION TO INSTITUTE PROCEEDINGS ON
PROPOSAL TO ENTER INTO A LOAN AGREEMENT AND TO BORROW
MONEY THEREUNDER IN A PRINCIPAL AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED
$2,200,000
(GENERAL OBLIGATION)
The City Council of the City of Newton, Iowa (the “City”), will meet on September 16,
2019, at the ___________________, Newton, Iowa, at _________ o’clock ___.m., for the
purpose of instituting proceedings and taking action on a proposal to enter into a loan agreement
(the “Loan Agreement”) and to borrow money thereunder in a principal amount not to exceed
$2,200,000 for the purpose of paying the cost, to that extent, of current refunding the outstanding
balance of the City’s Taxable General Obligation Corporate Purpose Notes, Series 2018A dated
March 19, 2018.
The Loan Agreement is proposed to be entered into pursuant to authority contained in
Section 384.24A of the Code of Iowa and will constitute a general obligation of the City.
At that time and place, oral or written objections may be filed or made to the proposal to
enter into the Loan Agreement. After receiving objections, the City may determine to enter into
the Loan Agreement, in which case, the decision will be final unless appealed to the District
Court within fifteen (15) days thereafter.
By order of the City Council of the City of Newton, Iowa.
Katrina Davis
City Clerk
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Section 3.
All resolutions or parts of resolutions in conflict herewith are hereby
repealed to the extent of such conflict.
Section 4.
This resolution shall be in full force and effect immediately upon its
adoption and approval, as provided by law.
Passed and approved September 3, 2019.

Mayor
Attest:

City Clerk
••••
On motion and vote, the meeting adjourned.

Mayor
Attest:

City Clerk
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ATTESTATION CERTIFICATE
STATE OF IOWA
COUNTY OF JASPER
CITY OF NEWTON

SS:

I, the undersigned, City Clerk of the City of Newton, do hereby certify that attached
hereto is a true and correct copy of the proceedings of the City Council relating to fixing a date
for a hearing on the City Council’s proposal to take action in connection with a certain loan
agreement, as referred to therein.
WITNESS MY HAND this _____ day of __________________, 2019.

City Clerk
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ORGANIZATION CERTIFICATE

STATE OF IOWA
COUNTY OF JASPER
CITY OF NEWTON

SS:

I, the undersigned City Clerk, do hereby certify that the City of Newton is organized and
operating under the provisions of Title IX of the Code of Iowa and not under any special charter
and that the City is operating under the Mayor-Council form of government and that there is not
pending or threatened any question or litigation whatsoever touching the incorporation of the
City, the inclusion of any territory within its limits or the incumbency in office of any of the
officials hereinafter named.
And I do further certify that the following named parties are officials of the City as
indicated:
, Mayor
, City Administrator
, City Clerk
, Finance Officer
, Council Member/Mayor Pro Tem
, Council Member
, Council Member
, Council Member
, Council Member
, Council Member

WITNESS MY HAND this ____ day of __________________, 2019.

City Clerk
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PUBLICATION CERTIFICATE

(PLEASE NOTE: Do not date and return this certificate until you have received the
publisher’s affidavit and have verified that the notice was published on the date indicated
in the affidavit but please return all other completed pages to us as soon as they are
available.)

STATE OF IOWA
COUNTY OF JASPER
CITY OF NEWTON

SS:

I, the undersigned, City Clerk of the City of Newton, do hereby certify that pursuant to
the resolution of the City Council fixing a date of meeting at which it is proposed to take action
to enter into a certain loan agreement, the notice, of which the printed slip attached to the
publisher’s affidavit hereto attached is a true and complete copy, was published on the date and
in the newspaper specified in such affidavit, which newspaper has a general circulation in the
City.
WITNESS MY HAND this ______ day of ________________, 2019.

City Clerk
(Attach here the publisher’s original affidavit with a clipping of the notice, as published.)
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August 28, 2019

Via Email
Matt Muckler
City Administrator/City Hall
Newton, Iowa
Re:

Taxable General Obligation Refunding Loan Agreement
Our File No. 504612-17

Dear Matt:
We have prepared and attach proceedings to be used at the September 3rd City Council meeting to set
September 16th as the date for the hearing on the Taxable General Obligation Refunding Loan Agreement.
The documents attached include the following items:

1.
Resolution fixing the date, time and place of the meeting at which it is proposed to hold the
hearing and take action to enter into the Loan Agreement. The form of notice of hearing is set out in Section 2 of
the resolution. Please print an extra copy for delivery to the publisher. Please insert the time and place of the
hearing in both the resolution and the notice.
2.

Attestation Certificate with respect to the validity of the transcript.

3.

Organization Certificate.

4.
Publication Certificate with respect to publication of the notice, to which must be attached the
publisher’s affidavit of publication with the clipping of the notice as published.
The notice of hearing must be published at least once, not less than four (4) and not more than twenty (20)
days before the September 16th meeting date in a legal newspaper which has a general circulation in Newton. The
last date on which the notice can be effectively published is September 12, 2019. As soon as the notice appears
in the newspaper, please have a copy faxed to our office at (515) 283-1060, or scan and email a copy
to lemke.susan@dorsey.com.
As soon as possible after the City Council meeting, please return one fully executed copy of these
proceedings.
If you have any questions, please contact Cheryl Ritter or me.
Best regards,

John P. Danos
Attachments
cc via email:

Katrina Davis
Michael Maloney
Chad Shirk
Amber Ningen
James Smith
Lisa Frasier

801 Grand Avenue | Suite 4100 | Des Moines, IA | 50309-8002 | T 515.283.1000 | F 515.283.1060 | dorsey.com

Memorandum
To:

Honorable Mayor Michael L. Hansen and the City Council

CC:

Lisa Frasier, Finance Officer, City of Newton

From:

Michael Maloney, Senior Vice President – D.A. Davidson & Co.
Telephone: 515.471.2723 Email: mmaloney@dadco.com

Date:

Monday, August 26, 2019

Re:

Refinancing of Outstanding Bonds

This correspondence is being provided because interest rates have dropped and that has presented
an opportunity to realize interest cost savings on the City’s outstanding General Obligation debt.
Davidson continually reviews the City’s bonds and notes for this potential, but provides updates
when these start approaching the industry standard benchmark of net present value (NPV) savings
of 3% of refunded principal amount. In late June, this opportunity did not exist.
However, the last couple weeks have seen a large drop in rates, with yields of the municipal index
AAA MMD curve down as much as 40 basis points (0.40%). We have seen rates nearing record low
levels and, in turn, refinancing the City’s outstanding Series 2018A would exceed not only the
minimum 3% savings threshold, but actually as much as a 10% savings level based on current
market rates.
Attached is a preliminary savings estimate based on today’s interest rates and a summary of the
Bonds to be refunded. Overall, savings is projected at $234,486 on a cash flow basis and $200,968
on a present value basis (this is 10.42% of refunded principal amount).
Authority for the refinancing would be established by a simple public hearing process (set, publish,
hold). To market the refinancing issue, the City will need to approve a Preliminary Official
Statement, which is the offering document used in the municipal market. Davidson has a draft
assembled that we are prepared to circulate for review by the City and bond counsel for approval at
the City’s next Council meeting (9/16). The approval of this document would align with the public
hearing process so that the City could lock‐in rates and interest cost savings at any subsequent
meeting.
To take advantage of these unique market conditions, we would then be able to lock rates at the
next Council meeting and complete the refinancing. While this is reflected in the attached timeline
at the first October meeting (10/7), note that this is simply a suggestion and that the key is to
simply outline the necessary steps to complete this process.
The City will start the public hearing process at this meeting (9/3) to provide authority for this
potential refinancing, Davidson will continue to work with staff and Dorsey (the City’s bond counsel)
to work through the necessary action steps of the timeline and to ensure a successful refinancing
transaction for the City.

Des Moines Office
515 East Locust Street, Suite 200 | Des Moines, Iowa 50309 | 515.471.2700 | 800.642.5082 | FAX 515.471.2702
davidsoncompanies.com/ficm

CITY OF NEWTON, IOWA
General Obligation Refunding Bonds, Series 2019C
Refinancing of Series 2018A
Projected Timeline
Date Prepared: August 21, 2019
September 2019
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Council Meeting, Tuesday, September 3rd:



Council sets public hearing on refinancing

Week of September 9th (no meeting necessary):



Potential Rating Call with S&P Global

Council Meeting, Monday, September 16th:




Council holds public hearing on refinancing
Council approves Preliminary Official Statement

Council Meeting, Monday, October 7th:




Council considers approval of Bond Purchase
Agreement (locks in rates on refinancing)
Council authorizes redemption of outstanding
Series 2018A

Council Meeting, Monday, October 21st:



Council authorizes issuance of Series 2019C

Thursday, November 7th (no meeting necessary):




Closing / delivery of funds
Redemption of Series 2018A
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SAVINGS
CITY of NEWTON, IOWA
Proposed Taxable G.O. Refunding Bonds, Series 2019C
Assumes S&P Global 'A+' Rated, Taxable Issue
Callable June 1, 2026 @ Par
- Preliminary Numbers as of August 23, 2019 -

Date
12/01/2019
06/01/2020
12/01/2020
06/01/2021
12/01/2021
06/01/2022
12/01/2022
06/01/2023
12/01/2023
06/01/2024
12/01/2024
06/01/2025
12/01/2025
06/01/2026
12/01/2026
06/01/2027
12/01/2027
06/01/2028
12/01/2028
06/01/2029
12/01/2029
06/01/2030
12/01/2030
06/01/2031
12/01/2031
06/01/2032
12/01/2032
06/01/2033

Prior
Debt Service

Refunding
Debt Service

6,555.20
92,331.20
38,250.00
93,250.00
37,128.00
109,128.00
35,659.20
165,659.20
33,007.20
167,007.20
30,273.60
170,273.60
27,417.60
172,417.60
24,459.60
175,459.60
21,379.20
179,379.20
18,156.00
182,156.00
14,810.40
185,810.40
11,322.00
188,322.00
7,711.20
192,711.20
3,937.20
196,937.20

90,513.97
21,103.45
96,103.45
20,422.83
110,422.83
19,619.58
164,619.58
18,316.75
163,316.75
16,971.15
166,971.15
15,489.15
165,489.15
13,926.15
168,926.15
12,242.08
172,242.08
10,450.08
170,450.08
8,588.48
173,588.48
6,585.38
176,585.38
4,477.38
179,477.38
2,261.88
177,261.88

2,580,908.80

2,346,422.65

Savings
6,555.20
1,817.23
17,146.55
(2,853.45)
16,705.17
(1,294.83)
16,039.62
1,039.62
14,690.45
3,690.45
13,302.45
3,302.45
11,928.45
6,928.45
10,533.45
6,533.45
9,137.12
7,137.12
7,705.92
11,705.92
6,221.92
12,221.92
4,736.62
11,736.62
3,233.82
13,233.82
1,675.32
19,675.32
234,486.15

Annual
Savings

8,372.43
14,293.10
15,410.34
17,079.24
18,380.90
16,604.90
18,856.90
17,066.90
16,274.24
19,411.84
18,443.84
16,473.24
16,467.64
21,350.64
234,486.15

Present Value
to 10/31/2019
@ 2.3135049%
6,477.37
1,792.89
16,723.48
(2,751.22)
15,922.50
(1,220.05)
14,940.48
957.30
13,372.60
3,320.97
11,833.76
2,904.24
10,370.15
5,954.46
8,949.16
5,487.31
7,586.32
5,858.01
6,252.54
9,389.50
4,933.63
9,580.47
3,670.46
8,990.85
2,448.94
9,907.25
1,239.85
14,394.61
199,287.84

Savings Summary

Prepared by D.A. Davidson & Co.

Dated Date
Delivery Date
PV of savings from cash flow
Plus: Refunding funds on hand

10/31/2019
10/31/2019
199,287.84
1,680.00

Net PV Savings

200,967.84
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SUMMARY OF BONDS REFUNDED
CITY of NEWTON, IOWA
Proposed Taxable G.O. Refunding Bonds, Series 2019C
Assumes S&P Global 'A+' Rated, Taxable Issue
Callable June 1, 2026 @ Par
- Preliminary Numbers as of August 23, 2019 Bond

Maturity
Date

Interest
Rate

2018 - Projects/Equipment (Paid by Debt Levy):
BOND
06/01/2022
4.080%
06/01/2023
4.080%
06/01/2024
4.080%
06/01/2025
4.080%
06/01/2026
4.080%
06/01/2027
4.080%
06/01/2028
4.080%
06/01/2029
4.080%
06/01/2030
4.080%
06/01/2031
4.080%
06/01/2032
4.080%
06/01/2033
4.080%

2018 - Barton Land Purchase (Paid by TIF):
BOND
06/01/2020
06/01/2021
06/01/2022
06/01/2023
06/01/2024
06/01/2025
06/01/2026
06/01/2027
06/01/2028
06/01/2029
06/01/2030
06/01/2031
06/01/2032
06/01/2033

4.080%
4.080%
4.080%
4.080%
4.080%
4.080%
4.080%
4.080%
4.080%
4.080%
4.080%
4.080%
4.080%
4.080%

Par
Amount

Call
Date

Call
Price

15,000.00
70,000.00
72,000.00
75,000.00
78,000.00
81,000.00
85,000.00
88,000.00
92,000.00
95,000.00
99,000.00
104,000.00
954,000.00

10/31/2019
10/31/2019
10/31/2019
10/31/2019
10/31/2019
10/31/2019
10/31/2019
10/31/2019
10/31/2019
10/31/2019
10/31/2019
10/31/2019

100.000
100.000
100.000
100.000
100.000
100.000
100.000
100.000
100.000
100.000
100.000
100.000

53,000.00
55,000.00
57,000.00
60,000.00
62,000.00
65,000.00
67,000.00
70,000.00
73,000.00
76,000.00
79,000.00
82,000.00
86,000.00
89,000.00
974,000.00

10/31/2019
10/31/2019
10/31/2019
10/31/2019
10/31/2019
10/31/2019
10/31/2019
10/31/2019
10/31/2019
10/31/2019
10/31/2019
10/31/2019
10/31/2019
10/31/2019

100.000
100.000
100.000
100.000
100.000
100.000
100.000
100.000
100.000
100.000
100.000
100.000
100.000
100.000

1,928,000.00

Prepared by D.A. Davidson & Co.
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Aaa MMD Municipal Yield Curve Movement

3.15%

2.65%

2.15%

1.65%

1.15%
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Maturity Difference
5
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‐0.40%
30
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Maturity
1
2020
2
2021
3
2022
4
2023
5
2024
6
2025
7
2026
8
2027
9
2028
10
2029
11
2030
12
2031
13
2032
14
2033
15
2034
16
2035
17
2036
18
2037
19
2038
20
2039
21
2040
22
2041
23
2042
24
2043
25
2044
26
2045
27
2046
28
2047
29
2048
30
2049

904
936
8/30/1903 9/5/1903
9/6/18
1/2/19
1.65%
1.73%
1.75%
1.76%
1.85%
1.79%
1.96%
1.86%
2.06%
1.92%
2.17%
1.97%
2.26%
2.04%
2.35%
2.12%
2.41%
2.20%
2.47%
2.27%
2.53%
2.34%
2.59%
2.41%
2.64%
2.46%
2.68%
2.53%
2.73%
2.59%
2.78%
2.65%
2.83%
2.70%
2.87%
2.75%
2.91%
2.80%
2.94%
2.84%
2.96%
2.88%
2.98%
2.90%
2.99%
2.92%
3.00%
2.93%
3.01%
2.94%
3.02%
2.95%
3.03%
2.96%
3.04%
2.97%
3.05%
2.98%
3.06%
2.99%

972
1348
4/1/19
1.51%
1.52%
1.53%
1.57%
1.61%
1.66%
1.71%
1.76%
1.82%
1.90%
1.99%
2.08%
2.15%
2.21%
2.25%
2.30%
2.35%
2.40%
2.44%
2.48%
2.52%
2.55%
2.57%
2.59%
2.60%
2.61%
2.62%
2.63%
2.64%
2.65%

1011
9/11/1903 9/13/1903 9/18/1903
6/26/19
7/5/19
8/23/19
1.24%
1.23%
1.00%
1.25%
1.24%
0.98%
1.26%
1.25%
0.99%
1.27%
1.26%
0.99%
1.31%
1.30%
1.01%
1.36%
1.35%
1.03%
1.42%
1.41%
1.07%
1.49%
1.48%
1.13%
1.56%
1.55%
1.19%
1.63%
1.62%
1.26%
1.70%
1.69%
1.32%
1.76%
1.74%
1.37%
1.82%
1.80%
1.42%
1.87%
1.85%
1.47%
1.92%
1.90%
1.52%
1.96%
1.94%
1.56%
2.00%
1.98%
1.60%
2.04%
2.02%
1.64%
2.08%
2.06%
1.68%
2.12%
2.10%
1.72%
2.16%
2.14%
1.76%
2.20%
2.18%
1.79%
2.23%
2.21%
1.82%
2.25%
2.23%
1.85%
2.26%
2.24%
1.86%
2.27%
2.25%
1.87%
2.28%
2.26%
1.88%
2.29%
2.27%
1.89%
2.30%
2.28%
1.90%
2.31%
2.29%
1.91%

Date: 8/26/2019

City of Newton Council Report
Item:
Resolution Setting the Date for Public
Hearing to Enter into a General Obligation Loan
Agreement and to Borrow Money Thereunder in a
Principal Amount not to Exceed $1,600,000

Report Number: 19-169

Summary: Resolutions Sets a Public Hearing for
Reallocating a Portion of the 2019A Bond Proceeds

Date: September 3, 2019

Financial Impact: No Financial Impact, Sets a
Public Hearing on Proposed Changes to the Use of
Previously Bonded Funds

Lead Department:
Finance
Recommendation:
Approval

BACKGROUND
In April of 2019, the City Council approved bonding for the grading and site preparation in the
Fairmeadows North Urban Renewal Area in the amount of $1,600,000. Since that time, it has
been discovered that there are wetlands located on this land and the undeveloped building lots
have all been sold.
In order to keep lots available for builders while the wetlands issue is resolved, it is recommended
that Phase 1 in Arbor Estates be constructed before the grading project begins. This would ensure
lots ready for development by July 1, 2020.
In order to use these previously bonded funds for a different purpose, there needs to be a public
hearing held. This action sets this public hearing for September 16, 2019.
Recommendation:
Staff recommends approval of the attached Resolution.

Matt Muckler
City Administrator
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MINUTES TO SET DATE FOR HEARING
ON ENTERING INTO A GENERAL
OBLIGATION LOAN AGREEMENT
504612-14
Newton, Iowa
September 3, 2019
The City Council of the City of Newton, Iowa, met on September 3, 2019, at ______
o’clock __.m., at the ____________________, Newton, Iowa. The Mayor presided and the roll
was called showing the following members of the City Council present and absent:
Present:
Absent:

.

Council Member ____________________________ introduced the resolution hereinafter
next set out and moved its adoption, seconded by Council Member _______________________;
and after due consideration thereof by the City Council, the Mayor put the question upon the
adoption of the said resolution and the roll being called, the following named Council Members
voted:
Ayes:
Nays:

.

Whereupon, the Mayor declared the resolution duly adopted as hereinafter set out.
•••••
At the conclusion of the meeting, and upon motion and vote, the City Council adjourned.

Mayor
Attest:

City Clerk

-1DORSEY & WHITNEY LLP, ATTORNEYS, DES MOINES, IOWA
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RESOLUTION NO. ________
Resolution setting the date for public hearing on proposal to enter into a General
Obligation Loan Agreement and to borrow money thereunder in a principal
amount not to exceed $1,600,000
WHEREAS, the City of Newton (the “City”), in the County of Jasper, State of Iowa,
pursuant to the provisions of Section 384.24A of the Code of Iowa, proposes to enter into a
General Obligation Loan Agreement (the “Loan Agreement”) and to borrow money thereunder
in a principal amount not to exceed $1,600,000 for the purpose of paying the cost, to that extent,
of (1) constructing, street, sidewalk, water system and sanitary sewer system improvements; and
(2) acquiring/installing street lighting and signage, and it is now necessary to fix a date of
meeting of the City Council at which it is proposed to take action to enter into the Loan
Agreement and to give notice thereof as required by such law;
NOW, THEREFORE, Be It Resolved by the City Council of the City of Newton, Iowa,
as follows:
Section 1.
The City Council shall meet on September 16, 2019, at the
__________________, Newton, Iowa, at ________ o’clock ___.m., at which time and place a
hearing will be held and proceedings will be instituted and action taken to enter into the Loan
Agreement described in the preamble hereof.
Section 2.
The City Clerk is hereby directed to give notice of the proposed action on
the Loan Agreement setting forth the amount and purpose thereof, the time when and place
where the said meeting will be held by publication at least once and not less than four (4) and not
more than twenty (20) days before the date of said meeting, in a legal newspaper which has a
general circulation in the City. The notice shall be in substantially the following form:

-2DORSEY & WHITNEY LLP, ATTORNEYS, DES MOINES, IOWA
4829-3982-9922\1
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING ON PROPOSAL TO ENTER INTO A LOAN
AGREEMENT AND TO BORROW MONEY THEREUNDER IN A
PRINCIPAL AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $1,600,000
(GENERAL OBLIGATION)
The City Council of the City of Newton, Iowa, (the “City”) will meet on September 16,
2019, at the ___________________, Newton, Iowa, at ________ o’clock ___.m., for the purpose
of instituting proceedings and taking action to enter into a loan agreement (the “Loan
Agreement”) and to borrow money thereunder in a principal amount not to exceed $1,600,000
for the purpose of paying the cost, to that extent, of (1) constructing, street, sidewalk, water
system and sanitary sewer system improvements; and (2) acquiring/installing street lighting and
signage
The Loan Agreement is proposed to be entered into pursuant to authority contained in
Section 384.24A of the Code of Iowa and will constitute a general obligation of the City.
At that time and place, oral or written objections may be filed or made to the proposal to
enter into the Loan Agreement. After receiving objections, the City may determine to enter into
the Loan Agreement, in which case, the decision will be final unless appealed to the District
Court within fifteen (15) days thereafter.
By order of the City Council of the City of Newton, Iowa.
Katrina Davis
City Clerk

-3DORSEY & WHITNEY LLP, ATTORNEYS, DES MOINES, IOWA
4829-3982-9922\1

Newton / 504612-14 2019 / Set Hrg GO LA

Section 3.
All resolutions or parts of resolutions in conflict herewith are hereby
repealed to the extent of such conflict.
Section 4.
This resolution shall be in full force and effect immediately upon its
adoption and approval, as provided by law.
Passed and approved September 3, 2019.

Mayor
Attest:

City Clerk

-4DORSEY & WHITNEY LLP, ATTORNEYS, DES MOINES, IOWA
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ATTESTATION CERTIFICATE:
STATE OF IOWA
COUNTY OF JASPER
CITY OF NEWTON

SS:

I, the undersigned, City Clerk of the City of Newton, do hereby certify that attached
hereto is a true and correct copy of the proceedings of the City Council relating to fixing a date
for a hearing on the City Council’s proposal to take action in connection with a loan agreement,
as referred to therein.
WITNESS MY HAND this ________ day of _____________, 2019.

City Clerk

-5DORSEY & WHITNEY LLP, ATTORNEYS, DES MOINES, IOWA
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ORGANIZATION CERTIFICATE:
STATE OF IOWA
COUNTY OF JASPER
CITY OF NEWTON

SS:

I, the undersigned City Clerk, do hereby certify that the City of Newton is organized and
operating under the provisions of a special charter and that there is not pending or threatened any
question or litigation whatsoever touching the incorporation of the City, the inclusion of any
territory within its limits or the incumbency in office of any of the officials hereinafter named.
And I do further certify that the following named parties are officials of the City as
indicated:
, Mayor
, City Administrator
, City Clerk
, Council Member/Mayor Pro Tem
, Council Member
, Council Member
, Council Member
, Council Member
, Council Member

WITNESS MY HAND this _____ day of ______________, 2019.

City Clerk

-6DORSEY & WHITNEY LLP, ATTORNEYS, DES MOINES, IOWA
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CERTIFICATE OF PUBLICATION:

(PLEASE NOTE: Do not date and return this certificate until you have received the
publisher’s affidavit and have verified that the notice was published on the date indicated
in the affidavit but please return all other completed pages to us as soon as they are
available.)

STATE OF IOWA
COUNTY OF JASPER
CITY OF NEWTON

SS:

I, the undersigned, City Clerk of the City of Newton, do hereby certify that pursuant to
the resolution of the City Council fixing a date of meeting at which it is proposed to take action
to enter into a loan agreement, the notice, of which the printed slip attached to the publisher’s
affidavit hereto attached is a true and complete copy, was published on the date and in the
newspaper specified in such affidavit, which newspaper has a general circulation in the City.
WITNESS MY HAND this _________ day of ______________, 2019.

City Clerk
(Attach here the publisher’s original affidavit with clipping of the notice, as published.)

-7DORSEY & WHITNEY LLP, ATTORNEYS, DES MOINES, IOWA
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August 28, 2019

Via Email
Matt Muckler
City Administrator/City Hall
Newton, Iowa
Re:

General Obligation Loan Agreement/Repurposing
Our File No. 504612-14

Dear Matt:
We have prepared and attach proceedings reflecting the action to be taken at the September 3,
2019 City Council meeting to set September 16, 2019 as the date for a hearing on the proposal to enter
into the General Obligation Loan Agreement. After the hearing, the City will have authority to repurpose
prior bond proceeds in lieu of borrowing additional money.
The proceedings attached include the following items:
1.
Minutes of the meeting providing for the adoption of a resolution setting the time and
place for the hearing. The actual resolution follows the minutes. The form of notice of hearing is set out
in Section 2 of the resolution. Please print an extra copy for delivery to the publisher. Please insert the
time and place of the hearing in both the resolution and the notice.
2.

Attestation Certificate attesting to the validity of the transcript.

3.

Organization Certificate with respect to the organization and governance of the City.

4.
Publication Certificate with respect to publication of the notice, to which must be
attached the publisher’s affidavit of publication with a clipping of the notice as published.
The notice of hearing on the Loan Agreement must be published at least once, not less than 4
and not more than 20 days before the September 16th meeting date set for the hearing, in a legal
newspaper which has a general circulation in Newton. The last date on which this notice can be
effectively published is September 12, 2019. Please email or fax a copy of the published notice to our
office at (515) 283-1060.
As soon as possible after the City Council meeting, please return one fully executed copy of all of
the completed pages in these proceedings.
If you have any questions, please contact Amy Bjork or me.
Best regards,
John P. Danos
Attachments
cc:

Katrina Davis
Lisa Frasier
801 Grand Avenue | Suite 4100 | Des Moines, IA | 50309-8002 | T 515.283.1000 | F 515.283.1060 | dorsey.com
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City of Newton Council
Report
Item:
Resolution Authorizing a $1,000
Donation to OPEN (Organization Promoting
Everlasting Neighbors), and up to $2,500.00 to
employees for travel expenses

Report Number: 19-170

Summary: Donation

Lead Department:
Executive

Financial Impact: $3,500.00

Recommendation:
Approval

Date: September 3, 2019

OPEN (Organization Promoting Everlasting Neighbors) has been a part of the Newton and
Jasper County area for 27 years. They work to strengthen the global outreach of Newton and
Jasper County in ways that increase peace and understanding; promote democracy and citizen
participation; and recognize mutual benefits of education, culture, agriculture, and trade.
Smila, Ukraine, our sister city, will celebrate the 622nd anniversary of their founding on
September 14-15, 2019. The City of Newton would like to donate $1,000.00 to OPEN in order
to assist with expenses for sending a delegation to Smila on the City’s behalf along with up to
$2,500.00 in travel expenses for two City staff members to travel with the delegation.

Recommendation:
Staff recommends approving the Resolution authorizing a $1000 donation to OPEN and
approving up to $2,500.00 in travel expenses for two City staff members to travel with the
delegation.

Matt Muckler
City Administrator

RESOLUTION NO. 2019 - ____________

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A $1,000.00 DONATION TO OPEN
(ORGANIZATION PROMOTING EVERLASTING NEIGHBORS) AND UP
TO $2,500.00 FOR TWO EMPLOYEES TO TRAVEL WITH THE
DELEGATION
WHEREAS, OPEN (Organization Promoting Everlasting Neighbors) has
been a part of the Newton and Jasper County area for 27 years. They work to
strengthen the global outreach of Newton and Jasper County in ways that
increase peace and understanding; promote democracy and citizen participation;
and recognize mutual benefits of education, culture, agriculture, and trade; and
WHEREAS, Smila, Ukraine, our sister city, will celebrate the 622nd
anniversary of their founding on September 14-15, 2019. The City of Newton
would like to donate $1000 to OPEN in order to assist with expenses for sending
a delegation to Smila on the City’s behalf and up to $2,500.00 for two employees
for travel with the delegation;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of
Newton, Iowa, authorizing a $1,000.00 donation to OPEN and approving up to
$2,500.00 in travel expenses for two City staff members to travel with the
delegation.
PASSED this ________ day of September 2019.
APPROVED this ________ day of September 2019.

_______________________________
Michael L. Hansen, Mayor
(SEAL)
ATTEST:

___________________________________
Katrina Davis, City Clerk

City of Newton Council Report

Item:
Resolution approving the donation of golf passes for the
Newton Main Street Raffle on September 19, 2019.

Report Number: 19-171
Date:
September 3, 2019

Summary:
This resolution would approve the donation of two 10punch passes for 9-hole rounds of golf and four single
use driving range passes at Westwood Golf Course.

Lead Department/Division:
Community Services
Recommendation:
Approve

Financial Impact:
Total value of passes is $220.00

Background:
On September 19, 2019 Newton Main Street will be holding a fundraising raffle on the square
before and after the Homecoming parade. Main Street has requested a donation of some golf
passes to include as prizes in the raffle.
This resolution seeks approval to donate to this event two 10-punch passes for 9-hole rounds
of golf ($96 each) and four single use driving range passes ($7 each) at Westwood Golf
Course at a total of $220. Donated passes would be valid through the 2020 golf season.
Recommendation:
City Staff recommends acceptance of this resolution authorizing the Community Services
Division to provide two 10-punch passes for 9-hole rounds of golf and four single use driving
range passes at Westwood Golf Course for the Newton Main Street Raffle on September 19,
2019.

Matt Muckler
City Administrator

RESOLUTION 2019- ______
RESOLUTION APPROVING THE DONATION OF GOLF PASSES FOR
THE NEWTON MAIN STREET RAFFLE ON SEPTEMBER 19, 2019.

WHEREAS, on September 19, 2019 Newton Main Street will be holding a fundraising
raffle on the square before and after the Homecoming parade; and
WHEREAS, Main Street has requested a donation of some golf passes to include as
prizes in the raffle.
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of Newton, Iowa, that this
resolution is hereby approved authorizing the Community Services Division to provide two 10punch passes for 9-hole rounds of golf and four single use driving range passes at Westwood
Golf Course for the Newton Main Street Raffle on September 19, 2019.
PASSED this _______ day of September, 2019.
APPROVED this _______ day of September, 2019.

_____________________________
Michael L. Hansen, Mayor
ATTEST:
_______________________
Katrina Davis, City Clerk

City of Newton Council Report
Item:
Resolution awarding contract for the Newton
Parks Trail Repairs 2019 Project.
Summary:
Award of contract to improve City Hike & Bike
Trails.
Financial Impact:
$86,950.00 from the 2019-A Bond Funds.

Report Number: 19-172
Date:
September 3, 2019
Lead Department/Division:
Community Services
Recommendation:
Approve

Background:
The Newton Parks hike & bike trails in multiple locations around the City have started to
deteriorate and are in need of repairs. Cracks and uneven joints create unsafe
conditions for cyclists, walkers, and runners using the trails.
Plans and specifications were prepared by the Community Services Division and were
placed out for bid. The project will include removing and replacing 940 SY of 5” PCC
Hike & Bike trail.
The following bids were received and opened on August 23, 2019:
TK Concrete, Inc. – Pella, Iowa
Jasper Const. Services – Newton, Iowa
Howrey Const., Inc. – Rockwell City, Iowa
Caliber Concrete LLC – Adair, Iowa

$ 86,950.00
$ 88,830.00
$ 89,300.00
$ 120,461.00

The apparent low bidder is TK Concrete, Inc. of Pella, Iowa. The engineer’s estimate of
construction cost is $84,600.00. The completion date of the project is November 29,
2019. The project will be paid for using 2019-A bond proceeds.
Recommendation:
City Staff recommends that Council award the project to the low responsive, responsible
bidder, TK Concrete, Inc. of Pella, Iowa.

Matt Muckler
City Administrator

RESOLUTION NO. 2019 – ______
RESOLUTION AWARDING CONTRACT FOR THE NEWTON PARKS TRAIL
REPAIRS 2019 PROJECT.
WHEREAS, the Newton Parks hike & bike trails in multiple locations around the City
have started to deteriorate and are in need of repairs; and
WHEREAS, 2019-A bond proceeds allocated $90,000.00 for the Hike & Bike trail repairs
and construction of cart paths; and
WHEREAS, the City of Newton Community Services Division prepared plans and
specifications for the proposed Newton Parks Trail Repairs 2019 Project; and
WHEREAS, sealed bids were received and opened on August 23, 2019; and
WHEREAS, City staff recommends that the City of Newton award a contract to TK
Concrete, Inc. of Pella, Iowa for the Newton Parks Trail Repairs 2019 Project based on the low
responsive, responsible bid received in the amount of $86,950.00
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Council of Newton, Iowa, that the
bid of TK Concrete, Inc. of Pella, Iowa, in the amount of Eighty-Six Thousand, Nine Hundred
Fifty Dollars and Zero Cents ($86,950.00) for the Newton Parks Trail Repairs 2019 Project, all
as described in the plans and specifications, is hereby accepted, the same being the lowest bid
received for said project.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Newton, Iowa, that the
Contract and Bond executed by TK Concrete, Inc. of Pella, Iowa for the Newton Parks Trail
Repairs 2019 Project as described by the plans and specifications filed in the office of the City
Clerk, said contract to be signed by the Mayor and City Clerk on behalf of the City, be and the
same are hereby approved.

PASSED this _____ day of September, 2019.
APPROVED this ____ day of September, 2019.

Michael L. Hansen, Mayor
ATTEST:

Katrina Davis, City Clerk

City of Newton Council Report

Item:
Resolution approving a Telecommunications Licensing
Agreement with Windstream Iowa Communications, LLC –
3426 E 28th St N.
Summary:
An agreement with Windstream Iowa Communications, LLC
to utilize public right-of-way for the extension of an existing
communications network.

Report Number: 19-173
Date:
September 3, 2019
Lead Department/Division:
Community Services
Recommendation:
Approve

Financial Impact:
$2,109.00 agreement fee to be paid to the City by
Windstream.
Background:
Windstream Iowa Communications, LLC of Little Rock, Arkansas is proposing an extension of
their previously installed telecommunications system in Newton. The proposed route begins at
an existing hand hole on the north side of the 2300 block of N 33rd Ave E. The route continues
east to the northwest corner of N 33rd Ave E and E 28th St N, continues 320 feet north along
the west side of E 28th St N, then turns east crossing beneath E 28th St N to private property.
The proposed route is to be installed entirely underground with 2,010 LF of improvements in
the City of Newton right-of-way. Based on the rates City Council established in Resolution No.
2012-034 passed on April 16, 2012, the licensing fee for the portion of this line in City of
Newton right-of-way is $2,109.00.
The Community Services Division has reviewed the route of the proposed improvements, and
will be working with Windstream Iowa Communications, LLC and their installation contractor to
eliminate conflicts with existing utilities and other possible future improvements.
All
construction work and surface restoration proposed on this project will be subject to this
agreement, along with a separate right-of-way excavation permit issued by the Community
Services Division.

Recommendation:
City staff recommends approval of the telecommunications licensing agreement with
Windstream Iowa Communications, LLC of Little Rock, Arkansas.

Matt Muckler
City Administrator

RESOLUTION 2019- ______
RESOLUTION APPROVING A TELECOMMUNICATIONS LICENSING AGREEMENT
WITH WINDSTREAM IOWA COMMUNICATIONS, LLC – 3426 E 28TH ST N
WHEREAS, Windstream Iowa Communications, LLC of Little Rock, Arkansas has
requested the use of City owned right-of-way for the construction and maintenance of a
telecommunications system; and
WHEREAS, said telecommunications system would be an extension of an existing
communications system installed previously; and
WHEREAS, said telecommunications system begins at an existing hand hole on the
north side of the 2300 block of N 33rd Ave E, then continues east to the northwest corner of N
33rd Ave E and E 28th St N, then runs 320 feet north along the west side of E 28th St N, then
crosses beneath E 28th St N to its termination on private property; and
WHEREAS, the proposed route of said telecommunications system is entirely
underground with 2,010 LF of improvements to be installed in the City of Newton right-of-way;
and
WHEREAS, the City of Newton has prepared a licensing agreement for the construction
and maintenance of said telecommunications system based on that portion of said
telecommunications system inside the City right-of-way; and
WHEREAS, based on the rates City Council established in Resolution No. 2012-034
passed on April 16, 2012; the licensing fee for the portion of this line in City of Newton right-ofway is $2,109.00.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Newton,
Iowa, that the City hereby authorizes the Mayor and City Clerk to execute the attached
Licensing Agreement with Windstream Iowa Communications, LLC of Little Rock, Arkansas.
.
PASSED this _______ day of September, 2019.
APPROVED this _______ day of September, 2019.

_____________________________
Michael L. Hansen, Mayor
ATTEST:
_______________________
Katrina Davis, City Clerk

City of Newton Council Report
Item:
Resolution approving additional funding for
quantity overruns on the HMA Resurfacing
Project 2018-02.
Report Number: 19-174
Summary:
Approving measured quantities expenses to
Manatt’s Inc. for the HMA Resurfacing Project
2018-02.

Financial Impact:
Not to exceed $50,000.00 from Road Use Tax

Date:
September 3, 2019
Lead Department/Division:
Public Works
Recommendation:
Approve

Background:
City Council approved the HMA 2018-02 resurfacing project of various streets
throughout the city at the May 6, 2019 council meeting; bid amount for this project was
$664,882.90. The project was recently completed by Manatts Inc. Once the streets were
milled there were several places that required full depth patching in excess of the
estimated quantities to create a stable base prior to the new HMA being placed. Based
on the measured quantities of these patches, there is an additional unforeseen cost to
the project. Additional approval is required for a not to exceed amount of $50,000.00.
This is less than eight percent increase over bid amount.

Recommendation:
City staff recommends approving additional funding for a not to exceed amount
$50,000.00 for the HMA Resurfacing Project 2018-02 to Manatt’s Inc. of Brooklyn, Iowa,
paid from Road Use Tax.

Matt Muckler
City Administrator

RESOLUTION NO. 2019 – ______
RESOLUTION APPROVING ADDITIONAL FUNDING FOR QUANTITY OVERRUNS
ON THE HMA RESURFACING PROJECT 2018-02.
WHEREAS, construction plans and specifications were prepared and bids were received
and opened on April 5, 2019; and City staff recommended that the City of Newton award a
contract to Manatt’s Inc. of Newton, Iowa based on the low bid of $664,882.90; and
WHEREAS, Manatt’s Inc. began milling the identified streets and notified the project
manager of several locations of serious deterioration of the original street; and
WHEREAS, these spot locations required full depth patching prior to placing the new
HMA and these patches did not exceed ten percent of the project, requiring a change order; and
WHEREAS, delaying the project to receive authorization for the overruns of patching
would have increased the quantity of the patches required, the Public Works Director approved
the full depth repairs; and
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Newton,
Iowa, approve additional funding for the 2018-02 HMA project in the not to exceed amount of
Fifty Thousand dollars ($50,000.00), is hereby accepted, paid from Road Use Tax funds.

PASSED this _____ day of September, 2019.
APPROVED this ____ day of September, 2019.

Michael L. Hansen, Mayor
ATTEST:

Katrina Davis, City Clerk

City of Newton Disbursements 09-04-19
Vendor
AccuCut
Acushnet Company
Airgas USA LLC
All Traffic Solutions Inc
Alliant Energy/IPL
Amazon Capital Services
American Library Association
Armstrong, Craig
Baker & Taylor
Baker & Taylor Entertainment
Banfield, Jordan
Barthelman, Ken
Bibliotheca LLC
BiFolkal Productions Inc
Black Hills Energy
Blackstone Publishing
Bolton & Menk Inc
Brown Supply Co
Cappy's Tire & Auto Service
Carl's Window Service
Cengage Learning
Center Point Large Print
Central Salt
Certified Laboratories
Cintas
Civicplus
Computer Resource Specialists
Core & Main
Cox, Janet
D & K Products
Davis Equipment Corp
Decker Sporting Goods
Demco Inc
Des Moines Stamp Mfg
Diamond Products Co
Digium Cloud Services LLC
Dodd Trash Hauling & Recycling
Ethos Design Group
Faith Handyman Services LLC
FBG Service Corporation
Field Training Solutions
Fire Engineering
Forbes Office Solutions
Four Points Golf Cars

Department
Library
Golf
Fire
Police
All
Library
Library
Economic Development
Library
Library
Maytag Pool
Planning & Zoning
Library
Library
Cemetery
Library
All
Water Pollution Control
Cemetery
Library
Library
Library
Snow Removal
Street
All
Administration
Library
Water Pollution Control
Police
Golf
Golf
Parks
Library
Library
Parks/Traffic Control/WPC
Library
Maytag Pool/Solid Waste
Parks
Parks/Housing Demolitions
Library
Police
Fire
Fire
Golf

Description
Supplies
Merchandise
Supplies
Equipment
Utilities
Supplies
Dues
Reimbursement
Supplies
Supplies
Reimbursement
Reimbursement
Service
Supplies
Utilities
Supplies
Service
Supplies
Service
Service
Supplies
Supplies
Supplies
Supplies
Service
Service
Supplies
Supplies
Reimbursement
Supplies
Supplies
Supplies
Supplies
Supplies
Supplies
Utilities
Service
Service
Service
Supplies
Training
Subscription
Supplies
Service

Amount
$
83.00
$
356.40
$
138.16
$
1,010.00
$
6,415.79
$
1,068.01
$
295.00
$
114.84
$
4,354.88
$
97.71
$
100.00
$
301.26
$
2,709.00
$
25.00
$
33.43
$
31.36
$
8,532.50
$
3,010.00
$
32.49
$
90.00
$
49.58
$
23.77
$
1,641.00
$
211.35
$
387.52
$
1,736.44
$
85.17
$
987.17
$
13.25
$
1,280.50
$
476.09
$
1,017.70
$
313.25
$
25.30
$
472.33
$
397.00
$
50,901.91
$
7,861.02
$
802.04
$
2,385.99
$
295.00
$
39.00
$
541.92
$
204.00
1

Fox Engineering
Galls LLC DBA Carpenter Uniforms
Golf Cars of Iowa
Gralnek-Dunitz
Gregg Young Auto Center
Grinnell Safe & Lock
Hamilton Glass
Hartgers, Joe
Hartz, David
Hawkins Water Treatment
Heisdorffer, Rex
HILTI Inc
Hornung's
Hotsy Cleaning Systems
Howe Excavating
Hunter, Jaden
Image Trend Inc
IMWCA
Infogroup
Institute for Transportation
Iowa Department of Transportation
Iowa Dept of Natural Resources
Iowa Prison Industries
Iowa Turfgrass Institute
IRA/ISOSWO Conference
Jasper Construction Services
Jasper County Treasurer
Johnson Aviation
Karl Chevrolet Inc
Keystone Labs
Kiesler's Police Supply
Kinetic Edge Physical Therapy
Klein, Rebecca
Larson, Piper
Laube, Brian
Lauterbach Buick GMC
Lawson Products Inc
Logan Contractors Supply
Luetters, Kevin
Mahaska Bottling Co
Manatts - Brooklyn
Manatts - D.M.
Marsden Bldg Maintenance
Metro Waste Authority
MG Laundry Corporation
MTI Distributing Inc
Municipal Supply Inc

Water Pollution Control
Fire
Golf
Snow Removal
Police
Engineering
City Center
Parks
Street
Water Pollution Control
Fire
Street
Golf
City Garage
Housing Demolitions
Maytag Pool
Fire
All
Library
Street
Traffic Control
Landfill
Cemetery
Parks
Landfill
Water Pollution Control
Housing Demolitions
Airport
Fire
Water Pollution Control
Police
Landfill
Library
Maytag Pool
Maytag Pool
Fire
City Garage
Street
Library
Golf
Street
Street/Golf
City Center
Street
Fire
Parks
Golf/Landfill/WPC

Service
Supplies
Supplies
Supplies
Service
Service
Service
Service
Supplies
Supplies
Reimbursement
Supplies
Merchandise
Supplies
Service
Reimbursement
Service
Insurance
Supplies
Service
Supplies
Service
Service
Training
Training
Supplies
Taxes
Service
Repair
Service
Equipment
Service
Reimbursement
Reimbursement
Reimbursement
Service
Supplies
Supplies
Service
Concessions
Service
Service
Utilities
Supplies
Service
Supplies
Supplies

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

2,313.70
430.67
214.80
35.00
692.89
7.00
7,493.50
250.00
53.46
1,486.50
10.00
622.19
77.97
220.96
20,306.25
139.90
1,240.00
486.13
550.00
150.00
345.80
20,998.32
1,500.00
160.00
750.00
100.00
28,860.00
2,956.17
2,657.24
3,831.54
4,274.00
60.00
42.98
50.00
18.49
454.79
76.54
1,215.00
545.00
746.85
575,188.78
6,274.24
2,388.17
118.25
45.30
526.21
5,200.40
2

NAPA Auto Parts
Newton Correctional Facility
OPG-3 Inc
Optum360
O'Reilly Auto Parts
OverDrive Inc
Pac-Van Inc
Per Mar Security Services
Peter, Phyllis
PING
Pitney Bowes
Premier Office Equipment
Proquest
Protex Central Incorporated
Quill Corporation
R&R Products Inc
RACOM Corporation
Recorded Books
Reinheimer, Rita
Reliant Fire Apparatus Inc
Rockford Rigging INC
Sandry Fire Supply LLC
Schabilion, Joel
Shive-Hattery Inc
Spahn & Rose Lumber Co
Sprayer Specialties Inc
Springer Professional Home Services
Staples Credit Plan
State Library of Iowa
Teleflex
The Lifeguard Store Inc
The Paper Corporation
The Rawlings Company LLC
Theisen's
Tour edge
Town & Country Wholesale Co
True Value Hardware
Unique Management Services
USABlueBook
Van Maanen Electric Inc
Van Wall Equipment
Wal-Mart
Walsh, Parker
Warnick & Reeves Mechanical
Water Department
Zonar Systems
Total

All
Street
Administration
Fire
Golf/Parks
Library
Airport
Police
Library
Golf
Parks
Administration/Executive
Library
Airport
All
Cemetery/Golf
Fire
Library
Planning & Zoning
Fire
Landfill
Fire
Fire
North Central TIF
Golf/Street
Golf
Library/PW Building
Fire
Library
Fire
Maytag Pool
All
Fire
All
Golf
Golf/Maytag Pool
All
Library
Water Pollution Control
Fire
Airport/Parks
All
Planning & Zoning
All
All
Street Cleaning

Supplies
Service
Service
Merchandise
Supplies
Supplies
Service
Service
Reimbursement
Merchandise
Supplies
Service
Subscription
Service
Supplies
Supplies
Equipment
Supplies
Reimbursement
Equipment
Supplies
Supplies
Reimbursement
Services
Supplies
Supplies
Service
Supplies
Supplies
Supplies
Supplies
Supplies
Reimbursement
Supplies
Merchandise
Concessions
Supplies
Service
Supplies
Service
Supplies
Supplies
Reimbursement
Service
Utilities
Supplies

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

619.13
100.00
600.00
125.90
56.71
2,527.10
445.00
2,126.25
80.51
1,084.93
674.42
121.31
1,310.36
675.00
667.75
359.09
168.75
45.89
11.97
71.12
266.67
900.00
280.00
2,597.30
316.27
15.72
117.00
429.91
61.00
1,665.50
52.50
1,210.02
603.60
325.11
213.48
823.30
280.57
50.00
2,672.59
368.03
4,709.02
956.36
9.90
1,422.32
1,733.48
219.41
831,282.37
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Pre-Authorized Payments
Alliant Energy
Black Hills Energy
Dish Network
Doll Distributing
Hy-Vee
Iowa Beverage Systems
Mediacom
United States Cellular
Verizon
Windstream
Total

All
All
Airport
Golf
Golf
Golf
Administration/Golf
All
Police
All

Utilities
Utilities
Utilities
Concessions
Concessions
Concessions
Utilities
Utilities
Utilities
Utilities

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

1,639.01
214.79
127.03
638.50
77.32
254.40
339.93
789.31
55.05
2,519.26
6,654.60

ACH Payments from Great Southern Bank
Wellmark BC/BS
Payroll 8-15-19
Delta Dental
Mutual of Omaha
Bank Iowa
Advantage Credit Union
Great Southern Bank
Great Southern Bank
State of Iowa
Total

All
All
All
All
All
All
All
Golf
Park/Golf/WPC/Landfill

Insurance
Payroll
Insurance
Insurance
Insurance
Insurance
Insurance
Service
Sales Tax

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

176,676.01
426,893.03
10,105.40
4,048.41
9,246.26
12,218.26
330.22
817.48
2,800.00
643,135.07

4

City of Newton Council Report

Item: A resolution to declare necessity and establish an
urban renewal area, pursuant to Section 403.4 of the Code of
Iowa and to approve urban renewal plan and project for the
2019 Sports Entertainment Urban Renewal Area.

Report Number: 19-175

Date: September 3, 2019
Summary: The Urban Renewal Plan provides the foundation
for establishing a Tax Increment Financing (TIF) District. TIF Lead Departments:
allows for cities
Community Development

Financial Impact: None.

Recommendation:
Approve

Background: To attract development to any area in today’s competitive business environment, local
incentives are often needed. One of the tools utilized to provide incentives is Tax Increment Financing
(TIF). When TIF districts are enacted, development incentives can be provided in a number of ways.
These incentives are then paid for by capturing the property taxes paid by the new development.
The City proposes to establish the 2019 Sports Entertainment Urban Renewal Area, located along the
north side of Rusty Wallace Drive in about the 2800-3200 Blocks. This would provide the City with a
tool that could potentially be used to facilitate development. An immediate possibility for assistance
would be the Project Fast Pitch Complex to be located just north of the Iowa Speedway.
At their meeting on August 20, 2019, the Planning and Zoning Commission reviewed the proposed
urban renewal plan and found that it was consistent with the adopted comprehensive plan.
Recommendation: City Staff recommends approval.

Matt Muckler
City Administrator

RESOLUTION NO. 2019 - ______
Resolution to Declare Necessity and Establish an Urban Renewal Area, Pursuant
to Section 403.4 of the Code of Iowa and to Approve Urban Renewal Plan and
Project for the 2019 Sports Entertainment Urban Renewal Area
WHEREAS, as a preliminary step to exercising the authority conferred upon Iowa cities
by Chapter 403 of the Code of Iowa, the “Urban Renewal Law,” a municipality must adopt a
resolution finding that one or more slums, blighted or economic development areas exist in the
municipality and that the development of such area or areas is necessary in the interest of the
public health, safety or welfare of the residents of the municipality; and
WHEREAS, it has been proposed by the City Council of the City of Newton, Iowa, (the
“City”) that the 2019 Sports Entertainment Urban Renewal Area (the “Urban Renewal Area”) be
established on the property (the “Property”) described on Exhibit A to this Resolution; and
WHEREAS, the proposal demonstrates that sufficient need exists to warrant finding the
Urban Renewal Area to be an economic development area; and
WHEREAS, a proposed urban renewal plan (the “Plan”) has been prepared for the
governance of projects and initiatives to be undertaken in the Urban Renewal Area and which
authorizes a certain initial urban renewal project to be undertaken therein consisting of providing
tax increment financing support to a private developer in connection with the development of a
sports, recreation, entertainment and hospitality complex; and
WHEREAS, notice of a public hearing by the City Council on the question of
establishing the Property as an urban renewal area and on the Plan and project for the Urban
Renewal Area was heretofore given in strict compliance with the provisions of Chapter 403 of
the Code of Iowa, and the City Council has conducted said hearing on September 3, 2019; and
WHEREAS, the Plan was submitted to and commented on by the Planning and Zoning
Commission of the City; and
WHEREAS, copies of the Plan, notice of public hearing and notice of a consultation
meeting with respect to the urban renewal plan were mailed to Jasper County and the Newton
Community School District; the consultation meeting was held on the 13th day of August 2019;
and responses to any comments or recommendations received following the consultation meeting
were made as required by law;
NOW, THEREFORE, It Is Resolved by the City Council of the City of Newton, Iowa, as
follows:
Section 1.
An economic development area as defined in Chapter 403 of the Code of
Iowa is found to exist on the Property.
Section 2.
The Property is hereby declared to be an urban renewal area, in
conformance with the requirements of Chapter 403 of the Code of Iowa, and is hereby
designated the 2019 Sports Entertainment Urban Renewal Area.

Section 3.
The development of the Property is necessary in the interest of the public
health, safety or welfare of the residents of the City.
Section 4.

It is hereby determined by this City Council as follows:

A.

The Plan conforms to the general plan of the municipality as a whole;

B.

Proposed development in the Urban Renewal Area is necessary and appropriate to
facilitate the proper growth and development of the City in accordance with sound
planning standards and local community objectives;

C.

It is not intended that families will be displaced as a result of the City’s
undertaking under the Plan. Should such issues arise with future projects, then
the City will ensure that a feasible method exists to carry out any relocations
without undue hardship to the displaced and into safe, decent, affordable and
sanitary housing.

Section 5.
The Plan for the Urban Renewal Area is made a part hereof and is hereby
in all respects approved in the form presented to this City Council, and the proposed projects
described in the Plan are hereby in all respects approved.
Section 6.
All resolutions or parts thereof in conflict herewith are hereby repealed, to
the extent of such conflict.
Passed and approved September 3, 2019.

Mayor
Attest:

City Clerk

EXHIBIT A
LEGAL DESCRIPTION
2019 SPORTS ENTERTAINMENT URBAN RENEWAL AREA
Certain real property situated in the City of Newton, Jasper County, State of Iowa,
more particularly described as follows:
Parcel 1, 2, & 3:
Parcel ID:
1301100004, 1301300001, 1301300002
Legal: All that part of the Southwest Quarter of the Northwest Quarter of Section 1,
Township 79 North, Range 19 West of the 5th P.M., Jasper County, Iowa, now located
inside the corporate limits of Newton, Iowa, lying South of Interstate Highway 80; and,
Commencing at the Northwest Corner of the North one-half of the southwest Quarter of
Section 1, Township 79 North, Range 19 West of the 5th P.M., Jasper County, Iowa, and
running thence South along the west line of said Section, a distance of 46 rods, thence
East to a point 34 rods and 13 feet East of the West line of said Section, thence North 46
rods, and thence West 34 rods and 13 feet to the point of beginning, subject to that certain
Roadway Acquisition and Easement for the Construction and Maintenance of Sanitary
Sewer Facility dated 8/11/83 and appearing of record in Book 849 at Page 370 in the
office of the Recorder of Jasper County, Iowa, and further subject to easements,
restrictions, reservations and roadways of record or in obvious use, if any.
Parcel 4:
Parcel ID:
1301300011
Legal: Parcel B located in the Northwest Quarter of the Southwest Quarter of Section1,
Township 79 North, Range 19 West of the 5th P.M., Jasper County, Iowa, as appears in
plat recorded in Book A, Page 541, in the office of the Recorder of said County;
EXCEPT That part conveyed to the City of Newton, Iowa by Warranty Deed recorded at
Document No. 2009-5719 in the office of the Recorder of said county.
Parcel 5:
Parcel ID:
1301300012
Legal: Parcel A located in the Northeast Quarter of the Southwest Quarter and the
Northwest Quarter of the Southeast Quarter of Section 1, Township 79 North, Range 19
West of the 5th P.M., Jasper County, Iowa, as appears in plat recorded in Book A, Page
541, in the office of the Recorder of said County.
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CITY OF NEWTON, IOWA
URBAN RENEWAL PLAN
2019 SPORTS ENTERTAINMENT URBAN RENEWAL AREA
September, 2019
I.

INTRODUCTION

Chapter 403 of the Code of Iowa authorizes cities to establish areas within their
boundaries known as “urban renewal areas,” and to exercise special powers within these areas.
Urban renewal powers were initially provided to cities in order that conditions of blight and
deterioration within cities might be brought under control. Gradually, urban renewal has been
found to be a useful tool, as well, for economic development in previously undeveloped areas
and for retention of enterprises and jobs in other areas.
In order to facilitate the use of urban renewal for economic development, in 1985, the
Iowa General Assembly amended Chapter 403 to authorize City Councils to create “economic
development” areas. An economic development urban renewal area may be any area of a city
which has been designated by the City Council as an area which is appropriate for industrial,
commercial and/or residential enterprises and in which the city seeks to encourage further
development.
As an additional expression of the role for local governments in private economic
development, the General Assembly also enacted Chapter 15A of the Code of Iowa, which
declares that economic development is a “public purpose” and authorizes local governments to
make grants, loans, guarantees, tax incentives and other financial assistance to private enterprise.
The statute defines “economic development” as including public investment involving the
creation of new jobs and income or the retention of existing jobs and income that would
otherwise be lost.
The process by which an economic development urban renewal area may be created
begins with a finding by the City Council that such an area needs to be established within the
City. An urban renewal plan is then prepared for the area, which must be consistent with the
City’s existing comprehensive or general plan. All other affected taxing entities must be notified
and given an opportunity to comment on the plan. The City Council must hold a public hearing
on the urban renewal plan, following which, the Council may approve the plan.
This document is intended to serve as the Urban Renewal Plan for the City of Newton’s
(the “City”) 2019 Sports Entertainment Urban Renewal Area (the “Urban Renewal Area”) and
will guide the City in promoting economic growth through the encouragement of commercial
and industrial development in such area as detailed herein. This document is an Urban Renewal
Plan within the meaning of Chapter 403 of the Code of Iowa and sets out proposed projects and
activities within the Urban Renewal Area.
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II.

DESCRIPTION OF URBAN RENEWAL AREA

The real property included in the Urban Renewal Area includes all of the real property
described on Exhibit A hereto.
III.

URBAN RENEWAL OBJECTIVES
The primary objectives for the development of the Urban Renewal Area are:

1.
To contribute to a diversified, well-balanced local economy by creating job
opportunities and strengthening the property tax base.
2.
To assist in providing land and resources for new and expanded commercial and
industrial development in a manner that is efficient from the standpoint of providing municipal
services.
3.
To stimulate through public action and commitment, private investment in
commercial and industrial development, and to encourage commercial and industrial job
retention, growth and expansion through the use of various federal, state and local incentives,
including tax increment financing.
4.
To provide municipal infrastructure, services and facilities that enhance
possibilities for economic development and community attractiveness to private enterprise.
5.
To help finance the costs of street, water, sanitary sewer, storm sewer, or other
public improvements in support of new commercial and industrial development.
6.
IV.

To provide a more marketable and attractive investment climate.

URBAN RENEWAL PROJECTS AND ACTIVITIES

The following types of activities are examples of the specific actions which may be
undertaken by the City within the Urban Renewal Area:
1.
Preparation of plans related to the development and implementation of the Urban
Renewal Area and specific urban renewal projects.
2.
Construction of public improvements and facilities, including streets, public
utilities or other facilities in connection with an urban renewal project.
3.
Construction of buildings or specific site improvements such as grading and site
preparation activities, access roads and parking, railroad spurs, fencing, utility connections, and
related activities.
4.
Acquisition, preparation and disposition of property for development and/or
redevelopment.
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5.
Making available, as appropriate, financing for development projects, including
conventional municipal borrowing and tax increment financing resulting from increased property
values in the Urban Renewal Area.
6.
Pursuant to state law, provision of direct financial assistance, including grants,
loans and tax increment rebate agreements, to private persons engaged in economic
development, in such form and subject to such conditions as may be determined by the City
Council.
V.

SPECIFIC URBAN RENEWAL PROJECTS

The City has determined to undertake the following initiative in the Urban Renewal Area
as an economic development urban renewal project:
Name of Project:

Sports Entertainment Complex Development Project

Date of Council Approval of Project:

September 3, 2019

Description of Project and Project Site: A private developer (the “Developer”) has
proposed to undertake the development of a sports, recreation, entertainment, and
hospitality complex (the “Project”) on certain real property more particularly described in
Section II above (the “Development Property”).
It has been requested that the City provide tax increment financing assistance to the
Developer in support of the efforts to complete, operate and maintain the Project.
The costs incurred by the City in providing tax increment financing assistance to the
Developer will include legal and administrative fees (the “Admin Fees”) associated with
the initiation, authorization and carrying out of the City’s participation therein in an
amount not to exceed $15,000.
Description of Public Infrastructure: It is not anticipated that the City will install
public infrastructure in connection with the Project.
Description of Properties to be Acquired in Connection with the Project: It is not
anticipated that the City will acquire real property in connection with the Project.
Description of Use of TIF for the Project: The City intends to enter into a
Development Agreement (the “Agreement”) with the Developer with respect to the
construction, operation and maintenance of the Project. The City intends to provide
annual appropriation economic development payments (the “Payments”) to the
Developer under the Agreement. The Payments will be funded with incremental property
tax revenues to be derived from the Development Property. It is anticipated that the
City’s total commitment of incremental property tax revenues with respect to the Project
will not exceed $8,700,000, plus the Admin Fees.
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VI.

LAND USE PLAN AND PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT

The City has adopted a Comprehensive Land Use Plan which guides the establishment of
commercial, residential and industrial land uses throughout the incorporated area. Land use in
the Urban Renewal Area will be carried out in a manner that will maintain consistency with the
Comprehensive Land Use Plan and the City’s zoning regulations.
VII.

TAX INCREMENT FINANCING

In order to assist in the development or retention of private enterprises, the City may be
requested to acquire land, construct public improvements or provide economic development
loans, grants or other tax incentives for the benefit of private enterprises in order to enhance the
value of property in the Urban Renewal Area. As part of the Urban Renewal Area, the City has
adopted an ordinance to create a tax increment district (the “TIF District”), within which the
property taxes eventually paid by new private development may be used to pay costs of urban
renewal projects for these types of activities, including reimbursing the City or paying debt
service on obligations issued by the City. The use of these tax revenues is known as tax
increment financing (“TIF”).
Depending upon the date upon which the TIF District is legally established and the date
on which debt is initially certified within the TIF District, an original taxable valuation is
established for the property within the TIF District, which is known as the “base valuation.” The
“base valuation” is the assessed value of the taxable property in the TIF District as of January 1
of the calendar year preceding the calendar year in which the City first certifies the amount of
any debt payable from TIF revenues to be generated within that TIF District. When the value of
the property inside the TIF District increases by virtue of new construction or any other reason,
the difference between the base valuation and the new property value is the “tax increment” or
“incremental value.”
Procedurally, after tax increment debt has been incurred for the financing of
improvements within the TIF District or for the payment of economic development incentives to
private entities, property taxes levied by all local jurisdictions (city, county, school, area college)
against the incremental value, with the exception of taxes levied to repay current or future debt
incurred by local jurisdictions and the school district instructional support and physical plant and
equipment levies, are allocated by state law to the City’s tax increment fund rather than to each
local jurisdiction. These new tax dollars are then used to pay principal and interest on any tax
increment debt incurred or to pay the costs of projects in the Urban Renewal Area.
VIII. EFFECTIVE PERIOD
This Urban Renewal Plan will become effective upon its adoption by the City Council
and will remain in effect until it is repealed by the City Council. The collection of incremental
property taxes in the Urban Renewal Area will continue for the maximum number of years
authorized by Chapter 403 of the Code of Iowa unless otherwise determined by action of the City
Council.
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IX.

PLAN AMENDMENTS

This Urban Renewal Plan may be amended in accordance with the procedures set forth in
Chapter 403 of the Code of Iowa to, for example, change the project boundaries, modify urban
renewal objectives or activities, or to carry out any other purposes consistent with Chapter 403 of
the Code of Iowa.
X.

FINANCIAL INFORMATION
1.
2.
3.

Current constitutional debt limit:
Outstanding general obligation debt:
Proposed amount of debt to be incurred*:

$40,744,335
$30,518,000
$ 8,715,000

*It is anticipated that the some or all of the debt incurred hereunder will be subject to annual
appropriation by the City Council.
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EXHIBIT A
Legal Description
2019 Sports Entertainment Urban Renewal Area
Certain real property situated in the City of Newton, Jasper County, State of Iowa,
more particularly described as follows:
Parcel 1, 2, & 3:
Parcel ID:
1301100004, 1301300001, 1301300002
Legal: All that part of the Southwest Quarter of the Northwest Quarter of Section 1,
Township 79 North, Range 19 West of the 5th P.M., Jasper County, Iowa, now located
inside the corporate limits of Newton, Iowa, lying South of Interstate Highway 80; and,
Commencing at the Northwest Corner of the North one-half of the southwest Quarter of
Section 1, Township 79 North, Range 19 West of the 5th P.M., Jasper County, Iowa, and
running thence South along the west line of said Section, a distance of 46 rods, thence
East to a point 34 rods and 13 feet East of the West line of said Section, thence North 46
rods, and thence West 34 rods and 13 feet to the point of beginning, subject to that certain
Roadway Acquisition and Easement for the Construction and Maintenance of Sanitary
Sewer Facility dated 8/11/83 and appearing of record in Book 849 at Page 370 in the
office of the Recorder of Jasper County, Iowa, and further subject to easements,
restrictions, reservations and roadways of record or in obvious use, if any.
Parcel 4:
Parcel ID:
1301300011
Legal: Parcel B located in the Northwest Quarter of the Southwest Quarter of Section1,
Township 79 North, Range 19 West of the 5th P.M., Jasper County, Iowa, as appears in
plat recorded in Book A, Page 541, in the office of the Recorder of said County;
EXCEPT That part conveyed to the City of Newton, Iowa by Warranty Deed recorded at
Document No. 2009-5719 in the office of the Recorder of said county.
Parcel 5:
Parcel ID:
1301300012
Legal: Parcel A located in the Northeast Quarter of the Southwest Quarter and the
Northwest Quarter of the Southeast Quarter of Section 1, Township 79 North, Range 19
West of the 5th P.M., Jasper County, Iowa, as appears in plat recorded in Book A, Page
541, in the office of the Recorder of said County.
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City of Newton Council Report

Item: An ordinance providing for the division of taxes levied
on taxable property in the 2019 Sports Entertainment Urban
Renewal Area, Pursuant to Section 403.19 of the Code of
Iowa (First Consideration)

Report Number: 19-176

Date: September 3, 2019
Summary: Creating a new TIF District Removing land for the
2019 Sports Entertainment Urban Renewal Area.

Lead Departments:
Community Development

Financial Impact: None

Recommendation:
Approve

Background: Previously, land was removed from the Speedway TIF/Prairie Fire Urban Renewal Area
by action of City Council. In order to be able to participate and encourage the development of a sports
entertainment facility within the Newton City Limits, it is necessary to create a new TIF within the 2019
Sports Entertainment Urban Renewal Area.
Creation of this new TIF District will not impact what remains for the Speedway/Prairie Fire Urban
Renewal area.
Recommendation: City Staff recommends approval.

Matt Muckler
City Administrator

ORDINANCE NO. ________
An Ordinance Providing for the Division of Taxes Levied on Taxable Property in
the 2019 Sports Entertainment Urban Renewal Area, Pursuant to Section 403.19
of the Code of Iowa
BE IT ENACTED by the members of the City Council of the City of Newton, Iowa:
Section 1.
Purpose. The purpose of this ordinance is to provide for the division of
taxes levied on the taxable property in the 2019 Sports Entertainment Urban Renewal Area, each
year by and for the benefit of the state, city, county, school districts or other taxing districts after
the effective date of this ordinance in order to create a special fund to pay the principal of and
interest on loans, moneys advanced to or indebtedness, including bonds proposed to be issued by
the City to finance projects in such area.
Section 2.
Definitions. For use within this ordinance the following terms shall have
the following meanings:
“City” shall mean the City of Newton, Iowa.
“County” shall mean Jasper County, Iowa.
“Urban Renewal Area” shall mean the taxable real property situated in 2019 Sports
Entertainment Urban Renewal Area, the description of which is set out below, such property
having been identified in the Urban Renewal Plan approved by the City Council by resolution
adopted on September 3, 2019:
Certain real property situated in the City of Newton, Jasper County, State of Iowa,
more particularly described as follows:
All that part of the Southwest Quarter of the Northwest Quarter of Section 1, Township
79 North, Range 19 West of the 5th P.M., Jasper County, Iowa, now located inside the
corporate limits of Newton, Iowa, lying South of Interstate Highway 80; and,
Commencing at the Northwest Corner of the North one-half of the southwest Quarter of
Section 1, Township 79 North, Range 19 West of the 5th P.M., Jasper County, Iowa, and
running thence South along the west line of said Section, a distance of 46 rods, thence
East to a point 34 rods and 13 feet East of the West line of said Section, thence North 46
rods, and thence West 34 rods and 13 feet to the point of beginning, subject to that certain
Roadway Acquisition and Easement for the Construction and Maintenance of Sanitary
Sewer Facility dated 8/11/83 and appearing of record in Book 849 at Page 370 in the
office of the Recorder of Jasper County, Iowa, and further subject to easements,
restrictions, reservations and roadways of record or in obvious use, if any.
AND
Parcel B located in the Northwest Quarter of the Southwest Quarter of Section1,
Township 79 North, Range 19 West of the 5th P.M., Jasper County, Iowa, as appears in
plat recorded in Book A, Page 541, in the office of the Recorder of said County;
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EXCEPT That part conveyed to the City of Newton, Iowa by Warranty Deed recorded at
Document No. 2009-5719 in the office of the Recorder of said county.
AND
Parcel A located in the Northeast Quarter of the Southwest Quarter and the Northwest
Quarter of the Southeast Quarter of Section 1, Township 79 North, Range 19 West of the
5th P.M., Jasper County, Iowa, as appears in plat recorded in Book A, Page 541, in the
office of the Recorder of said County.

Section 3.
Provisions for Division of Taxes Levied on Taxable Property in the Urban
Renewal Area. After the effective date of this ordinance, the taxes levied on the taxable property
in the Urban Renewal Area each year by and for the benefit of the State of Iowa, the City, the
County and any school district or other taxing district in which the Urban Renewal Area is
located, shall be divided as follows:
(a)
that portion of the taxes which would be produced by the rate at which the tax is
levied each year by or for each of the taxing districts upon the total sum of the assessed value of
the taxable property in the Urban Renewal Area, as shown on the assessment roll as of January 1
of the calendar year preceding the first calendar year in which the City certifies to the County
Auditor the amount of loans, advances, indebtedness, or bonds payable from the special fund
referred to in paragraph (b) below, shall be allocated to and when collected be paid into the fund
for the respective taxing district as taxes by or for said taxing district into which all other
property taxes are paid. For the purpose of allocating taxes levied by or for any taxing district
which did not include the territory in the Urban Renewal Area on the effective date of this
ordinance, but to which the territory has been annexed or otherwise included after the effective
date, the assessment roll applicable to property in the annexed territory as of January 1 of the
calendar year preceding the effective date of the ordinance which amends the plan for the Urban
Renewal Area to include the annexed area, shall be used in determining the assessed valuation of
the taxable property in the annexed area.
(b)
that portion of the taxes each year in excess of such amounts shall be allocated to
and when collected be paid into a special fund of the City to pay the principal of and interest on
loans, moneys advanced to or indebtedness, whether funded, refunded, assumed or otherwise,
including bonds issued under the authority of Section 403.9(1), of the Code of Iowa, incurred by
the City to finance or refinance, in whole or in part, projects in the Urban Renewal Area, and to
provide assistance for low and moderate-income family housing as provided in Section 403.22,
except that taxes for the regular and voter-approved physical plant and equipment levy of a
school district imposed pursuant to Section 298.2 of the Code of Iowa, taxes for the instructional
support levy program of a school district imposed pursuant to Section 257.19 of the Code of
Iowa, and taxes for the payment of bonds and interest of each taxing district shall be collected
against all taxable property within the taxing district without limitation by the provisions of this
ordinance. Unless and until the total assessed valuation of the taxable property in the Urban
Renewal Area exceeds the total assessed value of the taxable property in such area as shown by
the assessment roll referred to in subsection (a) of this section, all of the taxes levied and
collected upon the taxable property in the Urban Renewal Area shall be paid into the funds for
the respective taxing districts as taxes by or for said taxing districts in the same manner as all

other property taxes. When such loans, advances, indebtedness, and bonds, if any, and interest
thereon, have been paid, all money thereafter received from taxes upon the taxable property in
the Urban Renewal Area shall be paid into the funds for the respective taxing districts in the
same manner as taxes on all other property.
(c)
the portion of taxes mentioned in subsection (b) of this section and the special
fund into which that portion shall be paid may be irrevocably pledged by the City for the
payment of the principal and interest on loans, advances, bonds issued under the authority of
Section 403.9(1) of the Code of Iowa, or indebtedness incurred by the City to finance or
refinance in whole or in part projects in the Urban Renewal Area.
(d)
as used in this section, the word “taxes” includes, but is not limited to, all levies
on an ad valorem basis upon land or real property.
Section 4.
Repealer. All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict with the
provisions of this ordinance are hereby repealed.
Section 5.
Saving Clause. If any section, provision, or part of this ordinance shall be
adjudged invalid or unconstitutional, such adjudication shall not affect the validity of the
ordinance as a whole or any section, provision or part thereof not adjudged invalid or
unconstitutional.
Section 6.
Effective Date. This ordinance shall be effective after its final passage,
approval and publication as provided by law.
First consideration passed by the City Council of the City of Newton, Iowa, on
September 3, 2019.

Mayor
Attest:

City Clerk

City of Newton Council Report

Item: Ordinance deleting property from the Tax Increment
Financing District for the Speedway-Prairie Fire Economic
Development Urban Renewal Area of the City of Newton,
Iowa, Pursuant to Section 403.19 of the Code of Iowa

Report Number: 19-162

Date: August 5, 2019
Summary: Removing land from the TIF District for the
Speedway-Prairie Fire Economic Development Urban
Renewal Area.
Financial Impact:
None

Lead Departments:
Community
Development/Finance
Recommendation:
Approve

Background: In order to be prepared for potential future development, it is desirable to remove a
portion of land from the Speedway/Prairie Fire Urban Renewal Area so that steps can be taken to
create a new urban renewal area which will provide the ability for the City to promote development on
the subject land.
Removal of the property from the Speedway/Prairie Fire Urban Renewal Area will not negatively impact
what remains for the Speedway/Prairie Fire Urban Renewal area as the subject land is not contributing
increment to the existing economic development urban renewal area.
Recommendation: City Staff recommends approval.

Rob Burdess,
Acting City Administrator

ORDINANCE NO._______
An Ordinance Deleting Property From the Tax Increment Financing District for
the Speedway-Prairie Fire Economic Development Urban Renewal Area of the
City of Newton, Iowa, Pursuant to Section 403.19 of the Code of Iowa
WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Newton, Iowa (the “City”) previously
enacted an ordinance providing for the division of taxes levied on taxable property in the
Speedway-Prairie Fire Economic Development Urban Renewal Area pursuant to Section 403.19
of the Code of Iowa; and
WHEREAS, pursuant to that ordinance, a portion of the Speedway-Prairie Fire Economic
Development Urban Renewal Area in the City of Newton was designated a “tax increment
district”; and
WHEREAS, the City Council now desires to decrease the size of the “tax increment
district” by deleting certain property;
BE IT ENACTED by the City Council of the City of Newton, Iowa:
Section 1.
Purpose. The purpose of this ordinance is to delete certain property from
the tax increment financing district for the Speedway-Prairie Fire Economic Development Urban
Renewal Area.
Section 2.
Definitions. For use within this ordinance the following terms shall have
the following meanings:
“Deleted Property” shall mean certain real property situated in the City of Newton,
Jasper County, State of Iowa, more particularly described as follows:
Parcel 1, 2, & 3:
Owner: Karen Wolfe and Ora Wolfe
Parcel ID:
1301100004, 1301300001, 1301300002
Legal: All that part of the Southwest Quarter of the Northwest Quarter of Section 1,
Township 79 North, Range 19 West of the 5th P.M., Jasper County, Iowa, now located
inside the corporate limits of Newton, Iowa, lying South of Interstate Highway 80; and,
Commencing at the Northwest Corner of the North one-half of the southwest Quarter of
Section 1, Township 79 North, Range 19 West of the 5th P.M., Jasper County, Iowa, and
running thence South along the west line of said Section, a distance of 46 rods, thence
East to a point 34 rods and 13 feet East of the West line of said Section, thence North 46
rods, and thence West 34 rods and 13 feet to the point of beginning, subject to that certain
Roadway Acquisition and Easement for the Construction and Maintenance of Sanitary
Sewer Facility dated 8/11/83 and appearing of record in Book 849 at Page 370 in the
office of the Recorder of Jasper County, Iowa, and further subject to easements,
restrictions, reservations and roadways of record or in obvious use, if any.

Parcel 4:
Owner: Emerson-Biggins LLC
Parcel ID:
1301300011
Legal: Parcel B located in the Northwest Quarter of the Southwest Quarter of Section1,
Township 79 North, Range 19 West of the 5th P.M., Jasper County, Iowa, as appears in
plat recorded in Book A, Page 541, in the office of the Recorder of said County;
EXCEPT That part conveyed to the City of Newton, Iowa by Warranty Deed recorded at
Document No. 2009-5719 in the office of the Recorder of said county.
Parcel 5:
Owner: Emerson-Biggins LLC
Parcel ID:
1301300012
Legal: Parcel A located in the Northeast Quarter of the Southwest Quarter and the
Northwest Quarter of the Southeast Quarter of Section 1, Township 79 North, Range 19
West of the 5th P.M., Jasper County, Iowa, as appears in plat recorded in Book A, Page
541, in the office of the Recorder of said County.

Section 3.
The Deleted Property is hereby removed from the tax increment financing
district for the Speedway-Prairie Fire Economic Development Urban Renewal Area. No division
of property tax revenues as provided under Section 403.19 of the Code of Iowa shall be done
with respect to the Deleted Property without further action by the City Council.
Section 4.
Repealer. All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict with the
provisions of this ordinance are hereby repealed.
Section 5.
Saving Clause. If any section, provision, or part of this ordinance shall be
adjudged invalid or unconstitutional, such adjudication shall not affect the validity of the
ordinance as a whole or any section, provision or part thereof not adjudged invalid or
unconstitutional.
Section 6.
Effective Date. This ordinance shall be effective after its final passage,
approval and publication as provided by law.
Passed and approved by the Council of the City of Newton, Iowa, on the ______ day of
_____________________, 2019.

Michael L. Hansen, Mayor
Attest:

Katrina Davis, City Clerk

2019 Sports Entertainment Urban Renewal Area Map

City of Newton Council Report
Item: Ordinance amending the Code of
Ordinances, City of Newton, Iowa, 2016, Title XV,
Chapter 150, “Building Regulations” and Chapter
151, “Minimum Housing Code”
Summary: The Property Maintenance Code will
provide an additional tool to address conditions
at all properties in Newton.
Changes to the
Minimum Housing Code will improve the
effectiveness of the Rental Inspection Program and
the Crime Free Multi-Housing Program.

Report Number: 19-163
Date: August 5, 2019
Lead Department: Community
Development Department
Recommendation:
Approve

Financial Impact: None.

Background: Through the 2018 Goal Setting Process, City Council identified updating the Rental
Inspection Program as one of eighteen goals for the 2018-2020 period. As Fire Marshal Mike Knoll
retired, City staff set to work on a restructuring of the Rental Inspection Program.
Beginning with meetings, presentations and conversations with stakeholders, citizens, staff, and City
Council in Spring 2019 and into the summer, staff heard the following feedback:
•

A concern regarding different standards for owner occupied homes vs. rental property

•

A desire to examine in-house inspections vs. contract inspections

•

A desire to have consistency in inspections across properties

•

A desire to continue and improve enforcement of Crime Free Multi-Housing Code

•

A desire for a predictable process

•

A desire for accountability for bad actors or unregistered property owners

At the June 3, 2019 meeting, City Council provided guidance to staff to proceed with developing a
program which utilizes a contract inspection service provider. Since that time, the following steps
have been taken:
•

June 17-21, 2019: Staff contacted 25 inspection services across the State of Iowa. Nine (9)
service providers expressed interest in receiving the City’s Request for Qualifications (RFQ).

•

June-July, 2019: Staff reviews and drafts amendments to the Minimum Rental Housing Code,
including separating Crime Free Multi-Housing into its own stand-alone section. Staff reviews
the International Property Maintenance Code, 2015 edition.

•

July 19, 2019: Deadline for the response to the RFQ from inspection service providers. Three
responses received.

•

July 29, 2019: Landlord meeting to review process, received RFQs and answer questions in
advance of the August 5th City Council meeting.

Summary of Ordinance Amendments:
Property Maintenance Code. The International Property Maintenance Code, 2015 edition is
recommended to be adopted as part of Chapter 150 “Building Regulations”. The Property
Maintenance Code would apply to all residential and non-residential properties in the City. It will
provide City Staff with the appropriate tool to deal with conditions equally across properties,
regardless of whether they are owner occupied or rental homes or commercial buildings located in the
Downtown.
The attached ordinance includes a few amendments to the International Property Maintenance Code,
2015 edition:
•

Referencing the adopted Uniform Code for the Abatement of Dangerous Buildings for Notice
and Order processes.

•

Identifying the Building Trades Board as the appeals board

•

Specifying that peeling paint is a violation only when it is exhibited on 50% of all exterior
surfaces

•

Providing clarification on appropriate exterior surface coverings

•

Inserting references

•

Referencing the adopted Residential, Building, Plumbing, Mechanical, Electrical, and Fire
Code

Minimum Rental Housing Code. The Minimum Rental Housing Code amendments completely
remove Crime Free Multi-Housing from this section. At this, the August 5th meeting, the Newton
Police Department is providing an ordinance adopting the provisions related to that program back into
the City Code, with some amendments. This separation will provide for clarity in the enforcement of
the codes related to Crime Free Multi-Housing.
In addition, there are a handful of amendments and re-positionings of existing language, which create
a code that can be clearly understood by staff, inspection services, and rental property owners. The
amendments do not adjust the “Requirements and Conditions” section of the code, which has been a
primary concern of landlords.
The amended Minimum Rental Housing Code deletes references to the Fire Chief and replaces with
Community Development Director or Designee. In addition, there are references to a Rental Housing
Inspection Program Administrative Policy, which will come before the council for review at the time of
the 3rd reading of this ordinance.
Schedule of Review/Adoption:
August 5, 2019: First Reading of the Ordinance
August 5, 2019: Resolution selecting contract inspection service
August 19, 2019: Second Reading of the Ordinance
September 3, 2019: Third Reading of the Ordinance
September 3, 2019: Resolution adopting Rental Inspection Program Admin Policy
September 3, 2019: Resolution adopting fee schedule for Rental Program

Recommendation: Staff recommends approval of the ordinance.

Rob Burdess
Acting City Administrator

ORDINANCE NO. __________
ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CODE OF ORDINANCES, CITY OF NEWTON, IOWA, 2016, TITLE
XV, CHAPTER 150, “BUILDING REGULATIONS” AND CHAPTER 151, “MINIMUM HOUSING
CODE”
NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NEWTON DOES ORDAIN AS
FOLLOWS:
Section 1. The Code of Ordinance, City of Newton, Iowa, 2016, Title XV, Chapter 150, “Building
Regulations” is hereby amended by adding language found in Attachment A.
Section 2. The Code of Ordinances, City of Newton, Iowa, 2016, Title XV, Chapter 151, “Minimum
Housing Code” is hereby repealed, in its entirety, and replaced with language as found in Attachment
B:

Section 3. Repealer Clause. All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby
repealed.

Section 4. Severability Clause. If any section, provision or part of this ordinance shall be adjudged
invalid or unconstitutional, such adjudication shall not affect the validity of the ordinance as a whole or
any section, provision or part thereof not adjudged invalid or unconstitutional.

Section 5. Effective. This ordinance shall be effective on ____________, 2019, after the final
passage, approval and publication as provided by law.

PASSED this ____ day of ______________________, 2019.
APPROVED this ____ day of ______________________, 2019.
(SEAL)
Michael L. Hansen, Mayor
ATTEST:
Katrina Davis, City Clerk

I, Katrina Davis, City Clerk of the City of Newton, Iowa, do hereby certify that the foregoing Ordinance
was passed and approved by the City Council of the City of Newton, Iowa on the ____ day of
_______________________, 2019 and was published in the Newton Daily News, a newspaper of
general circulation in the said City of Newton on the _____ day of _______________________, 2019.
Dated this ____ day of _______________________, 2019.

Attachment A.

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE CODE
150.006 PROPERTY MAINTENANCE CODE.
(A) Title. Pursuant to the authority of Iowa Code §380.10, the International Property
Maintenance Code, 2015 Edition is hereby adopted by reference as the Property Maintenance
Code for the purpose of providing rules and regulations for the minimum requirements and
standards for all residential and nonresidential structures within the city to safeguard life or
limb, health, property, and public welfare.
(B) Copies on File. Official copies of said codes, including amendments as adopted, or
on file in the Office of Community Development.
(C) Available for public inspection. Copies of said code shall be kept available at the
Office of Community Development for public inspection.
(D) Conflicts and/or duplications. Provisions in the Property Maintenance Code shall
be deemed to repeal or invalidate by implication any provision of the ordinances of the city, as
amended, and where other ordinances of the city shall in any way duplicate or conflict with the
provisions of the Property Maintenance Code adopted under the terms of this section, the
more strict provisions shall prevail.
(E) Amendments.
(1) Delete Section 108, Section 109, Section 110. Note: Refer to adopted
Uniform Code for the Abatement of Dangerous Buildings.
(2) Delete Section 111.2 and replace with the following language: The board of
appeals shall be the Building Trades Board as established by Newton City Code.
(3) Section 302.4 Weeds. Insert six (6) inches.
(4) Section 304.2 Protective Treatment. Amend third sentence as follows:
“Peeling, flaking, and chipped paint, when it occurs on more than 50% of the exterior surfaces
for the entire structure, shall be eliminated and surfaces repainted.”
(5) Section 304.2 Protective Treatment. Delete last two sentences.
(6) Section 304.6 Exterior Walls. Delete and replace as follows: “Exterior walls
shall be free from holes, breaks, and loose, missing, or rotted materials; and maintained
weatherproof and properly surface coated or covered with a material manufactured as an
exterior siding product where required to prevent deterioration.”
(7) Chapter 4 Light, Ventilation and Occupancy Limitations. Delete all references
to International Building Code and replace with City of Newton Adopted Building Code.
(8) Chapter 5 Plumbing Facilities and Fixture Requirements. Delete all
references to International Plumbing Code and replace with City of Newton Adopted Plumbing
Code.
(9) Chapter 6 Mechanical and Electrical Requirements. Delete all references to
International Building Code and replace with City of Newton Adopted Building Code. Delete all
references to International Plumbing Code and replace with City of Newton Adopted Plumbing
Code.
(10) Fire Safety Requirements. Delete all references to International Building
Code and replace with City of Newton Adopted Building Code. Delete all references to
International Fire Code and replace with City of Newton Adopted Fire Code.

Attachment B.

MINIMUM RENTAL HOUSING CODE
GENERAL PROVISION
151.001 PURPOSE.
The purpose of this chapter is to provide minimum standards to safeguard life or limb, health,
property and public welfare by regulating and controlling the use, occupancy and maintenance
of all residential rental buildings and related structures within the city.
151.002 SCOPE.
(A) The provisions of this chapter shall apply to all buildings or portions thereof within the
jurisdiction of the city which are non-owner occupied and which are used or intended to be
used for human occupancy. Except as otherwise provided in this chapter, such occupancy in
existing buildings may be continued as provided in the International Residential Code, § R1027, as adopted by the city. Additionally, all accessory buildings or structures are hereby
subject to all applicable sections regarding health, safety and maintenance thereof, as
contained in the city’s Building Code.
(B) Exception: a non-owner occupied single-family home, may be considered a non-rental
dwelling and not subject to the minimum rental housing code if the following conditions exist:
only direct family members of the property owner(s) live on the property. DIRECT FAMILY
MEMBERS, for purposes of this chapter, shall mean the property owner’s spouse, parent,
child, stepchild, father-in-law. mother-in-law, daughter-in-law and son-in-law. Final approval
shall be the decision of the Director of Community Development or designee. The property
cannot be used to generate any type of rental income for this exception.
151.003 TITLE.
The regulations set out in the chapter, together with the International Residential Code for
One- and Two-Family Dwelling, The International Building Code, The International Property
Maintenance Code and the International Fire Code, current additions as adopted by the city
shall be known as the “Newton Minimum Rental Housing Code”, and may be cited as such. To
the extent any of the provisions of the codes are inconsistent with the provisions of this
chapter, then the provisions of this chapter shall apply and the conflicting provisions of such
other codes shall not apply to this chapter.
151.004 DEFINITIONS.
For the purpose of this chapter, certain terms and words are defined in this section and are
used in addition to definitions found in the codes adopted by reference that together, with this
chapter are known as the Newton Minimum Rental Housing Code.
ACCESSORY STRUCTURE. A structure which is not used or intended to be used for living or
sleeping by human occupants.
APPURTENANCE. That which is directly or indirectly connected or accessory to some other
structure.
BATH. A bathtub or shower stall connected with hot and cold waterlines.
BOARDINGHOUSE. A building other than a hotel or other overnight lodging facility where,
for compensation, lodging and meals are provided by the building owners or managers for
residential boarders with meals for all resident boarders provided in the central kitchen facility
within said building. Said BOARDING FACILITY shall be distinctive from transient lodging
facilities such as hotels, beds and breakfasts, other overnight lodging facilities or public
eateries. Residents within said Boardinghouse facility shall be accommodated with weekly,
monthly or yearly tenant agreements or leases.
COMMUNAL. Used or shared by or intended to used or shared by the occupants of two or
more rooming units or two or more dwelling units.
CONDOMINIUM. A dwelling unit which is in compliance with the requirements of I.C.A. Ch.
499B, as amended.
COOPERATIVE. A dwelling unit which is compliance with the requirements of I.C.A. Ch.
499B as amended.

COURT. An open unoccupied space which is more than 50% enclosed by buildings.
DINING ROOM. A habitable room used or intended to be used for the purpose of eating, but
not for cooking or the preparation of meals.
DWELLING. Any building which is wholly or partially used or intended to be used for living or
sleeping by human occupants.
DWELLING UNIT. Any habitable building, room or group of adjoining habitable rooms
located within a dwelling and forming a single unit with facilities which are used or intended to
be used for living, sleeping, cooking or eating meals. An efficiency unit fails under this
definition.
EXTERMINATION. The control and elimination of insects, rodents or other pests by
eliminating the harborage places, by removing or making inaccessible materials that may
serve as their food, by poisoning, spraying, fumigating or trapping or by any other recognized
and legal pest elimination methods approved by the Inspector.
FAMILY. One or more persons occupying a single dwelling unit. No such FAMILY shall
contain more than four persons, unless all such persons are related by either blood, marriage
or adoption.
GARBAGE. Animal or vegetable waste resulting from the handling, preparation, cooking or
consumption of food, and shall also mean combustible waste material in accordance with the
city’s burning regulations.
INSPECTION INITIAL. A periodic inspection of a dwelling unit conducted to determine
compliance with the provisions of this chapter, whether initiated by the Inspector or by written
complaint.
INSPECTION, FOLLOW-UP. One of a number of re-inspections of a dwelling unit following
an initial inspection, designed to determine and achieve compliance with deficiencies noted in
the initial and any other follow-up inspection.
INSPECTOR. The official who is charged with the administration and enforcement of this
code, or any duly authorized representative. Also, Code Official
KITCHEN. A habitable room used or intended to be used for cooking and the preparation of
meals.
LAVATORY. A hand-washing basin which is connected to both hot and cold water lines,
which is separate and distinct from the kitchen sink.
MINIMUM RENTAL HOUSING OCCUPANCY PERMIT (RENTAL HOUSING PERMIT). A
document issued by the city evidencing authority to occupy a dwelling unit.
MULTIPLE DWELLING. Any dwelling containing more than two dwelling units.
OPERATION. Any person who has charge, care or control of a building or part thereof, in
which dwelling units or rooming units are let. Also, Operator.
OWNER. Any person who, alone or jointly or severally with others: shall have legal title to
any dwelling unit, with or without accompanying actual possession thereof; or shall have
charge care or control of any dwelling or dwelling unit, as owner or agent of the owner, or as
executor, administrator, trustee or guardian of the estate of the owner. Any such person thus
representing the actual OWNER shall be bound to comply with the provisions of this chapter to
the same extent as if the representative were the OWNER.
PLUMBING. All of the following supplied facilities and equipment: gas pipes; gas burning
equipment; water pipes; garbage disposal units waste pipes; water closets sinks; dishwashers;
lavatories; bathtubs; shower baths; clothes washing machines; catch basins; drains; vents; and
any other similar supplied fixtures, together with all connections and to water sewer or gas
lines.
REFUSE. Waste material, except human waste, including garbage, rubbish, ashes and
dead animals.
RENTAL UNIT. One dwelling unity within a rental property. If a common area and facilities
are provided in a dwelling for the use of the occupants of units therein, such common area and

facilities shall constitute a part of each rental unit for the purpose of inspection and compliance
with this chapter.
RENT Any form of payment, including but not limited to cash, services, or other valuable
considerations, provided as a condition of occupying a dwelling not owned by the occupant.
ROOMER. An occupant of a rooming house or rooming unit, and shall also mean an
occupant of a dwelling who is not a member of the family occupying the dwelling.
ROOMING HOUSE. An owner-occupied or manager-occupied single dwelling unit wherein
individual sleeping rooms are provided to not less than three unrelated resident tenants. Each
rooming unit within the rooming house shall have a bath and toilet facilities available for
exclusive use by the occupant. Not more than one kitchen facility shall be established within
said structure wherein meals may be prepared by resident tenants. Said ROOMING
FACILITY shall be distinctive from transient lodging facilities such as hotels, beds and
breakfast, other overnight lodging facilities or public eateries. Residents within said rooming
house facility shall be accommodated with weekly, monthly or yearly tenant agreements or
leases.
ROOMING UNIT. Any habitable room or group of adjoining rooms located within a dwelling
and forming a single unit, with facilities which are intended to be used primarily for living and
sleeping. A ROOMING UNIT shall have a bath and toilet facilities available for exclusive use
by the occupant.
SINGLE-FAMILY DWELLING. Structure containing one dwelling unit.

PERMIT PROCEDURES
151.005 REGISTRATION AND CRIME-FREE HOUSING TRAINING REQUIREMENT
(A) Registration. All rental properties and rental units within the corporate limits of the City
of Newton shall be registered with the City by the owner or the owner’s representative.
The owner or owner’s representative shall file a completed registration form (as
provided by the City) within thirty (30) days of the property becoming a rental property,
and subsequently at the time the rental inspection is due.
Registration shall be accompanied by a fee as established by resolution of council.
(B) Crime free housing training required for residential property owners and managers. All
persons applying for a rental permit for residential property and/or the managers of the
respective rental properties of four or more rental units, shall have successfully
completed mandatory crime free management training, administered or certified by the
city, prior to issuance of the rental housing occupancy permit. The permit will be issued
only after successful completion of the training. A temporary occupancy permit may be
issued to the property owner for a minimum reasonable period of time which the
inspector determines is needed in order to complete training requirements.

151.010 RENTAL INSPECTION.
Each rental property and rental unit shall be inspected by the designated inspector at a
frequency stated in the Rental Housing Inspection Program Administrative Policy. The
inspections will be conducted to confirm compliance with the Newton Minimum Rental Housing
Code. Inspections will be conducted in accordance with the Rental Housing Inspection
Program Administrative Policy and in accordance with all state and federal laws pertaining to
tenant rights and notification requirements.

151.015 RENTAL OCCUPANCY PERMIT
When the owner has complied with all requirements of this chapter and the Rental Housing
Inspection Program Administrative Policy for a dwelling unit and has paid all fees required by
this chapter, the City shall issue a minimum rental housing occupancy permit to the owner for
such dwelling unit.

(A) Expiration of occupancy permit. A rental occupancy permit for a dwelling unit shall be
valid until the date of expiration as printed on the face of the issued permit, unless the
unit, at any time, is found to be in violation of the requirements of this chapter and/or the
Rental Housing Inspection Program Administrative Policy.
No new rental occupancy permit shall be issued with respect to such dwelling unit until
the owner has complied with all requirements of this chapter and the Rental Housing
Inspection Program Administrative Policy.
(B) Location of occupancy permit. The owner shall cause the occupancy permit to be
placed in each property/unit where it is readily available for examination by prospective
tenants, current tenants and the Inspector at all times. If the permit is not available for
examination during any inspection, the owner shall be required to immediately replace
such permit at the owner’s expense. Replacement cost of permit shall be set by City
Council resolution.
(C) Effect of issuance of occupancy permit.
(1) The issuance of a minimum rental housing occupancy permit for a dwelling unit
shall not be construed to mean that the dwelling unit complies with the provisions of this
chapter or with any of the provisions of any other chapters of this code, including, but
not limited to, city zoning.
(2) After issuance of a minimum rental housing occupancy permit for a dwelling unit, if
it is determined that the dwelling unit, or the structure of which the dwelling unit is a part,
fails to comply with any of the provisions of this chapter, the City of Newton may require
the owner to bring said dwelling unit or structure into compliance with all of the
provisions of this chapter. Failure to bring said dwelling unit into compliance shall result
in an invalid rental occupancy permit.
(D) Temporary occupancy permit. The City of Newton may, but is not required to, issue a
temporary rental housing occupancy permit under either of the following circumstances:
(1) Reasonable time to inspect. If the Director of Community Development or designee
determines that it is impractical to inspect a dwelling unit within a reasonable time after
an owner makes application for occupancy permit, provided the owner has made
application prior to expiration of said permit. In such case, the City of Newton may issue
a temporary rental housing occupancy permit which shall be valid for the minimum
reasonable period of time which the Director of Community Development or designee
determines is needed in order to complete the inspection of the dwelling unit; or
(2) Previously issued permit. If an occupancy permit previously issued with respect to
a dwelling unit has expired, by reason of the next initial inspection of the dwelling unit
having been conducted and if the dwelling unit does not then comply with all of the
requirements of this chapter. In such case, the Director of Community Development or
designee may, but is not required to; issue a temporary occupancy permit for the
minimum reasonable period of time which the Director of Community Development or
designee determines is needed by the owner to bring the dwelling unit into compliance
with all of the requirements of this chapter, provided life-safety of tenants is not at risk.
(3) In either case, the expiration date of the temporary occupancy permit shall be stated
on the face of the permit.

151.017 BUILDING PERMIT REQUIRED
(A) Building permit required.
(1) It shall be unlawful for any person to erect, construct, enlarge, alter, repair, move,
improve, remove, convert or demolish any building or structure regulated by this chapter
without first obtaining a separate permit for each building or structure from the city.
(2) Any owner or authorized agent who intends to construct, enlarge, alter, repair, move,
demolish or change the occupancy of a building or structure, or to erect, install, enlarge, alter,

repair, remove, convert or replace any electrical, gas, mechanical or plumbing system, the
installation of which is regulated by the International Residential Code, or to cause any such
work to be done, shall first make an application to the city and obtain the required permit.
(B) Permit fees. Whenever a building permit is required by this chapter, the appropriate fees
shall be paid to the city at the rate established by the City Council.
(C) Inspections. All buildings or structures within the scope of this chapter and all
construction or work which a permit is required shall be subject to inspection by the Building
Official in accordance with the manner provided by this chapter and § R105, Permits, and §
R106, Construction Documents, of the International Residential Code.
151.020 CONTACT INFORMATION
All rental properties shall have the name and contact information of the property owner and/or
the property owner’s representative clearly and visibly posted for tenants.
151.023 FEE SCHEDULE.
All initial inspection fees, follow-up inspection fees, registration fees and any other fees or
penalty assessed pursuant to the provisions of this chapter shall be in such amounts as are set
by resolution of the City Council. All such fees shall be published in a fee schedule which shall
be kept on file at the office of the City Clerk, and made available for distribution to the public at
no cost.

151.025 VIOLATIONS
Rental properties and/or rental units that fail to comply with this chapter, including but not
limited to failure to register a property, shall be referred to the City of Newton Community
Development Department and the Newton City Attorney for prosecution as a municipal
infraction. Failure to comply with this chapter may result in the revocation of a certificate of
occupancy, revocation of a rental occupancy permit, and/or a requirement to vacate the
property.
.
REQUIREMENTS AND CONDITIONS
151.035 SANITARY REQUIREMENTS.
The dwelling unit shall include its own sanitary facilities which are in proper operating
condition, can be used in privacy and are adequate for personal cleanliness and the disposal
of human waste.
(A) General.
(1) Toilets and lavatory basins. At least one toilet and one lavatory basin shall be supplied
for each four persons or fraction thereof residing within a dwelling containing a rooming unit,
including members of the operator’s family whenever they share such facilities, unless more
restrictive code provisions apply to a dwelling, in which case the more stringent requirements
shall govern.
(2) Baths. At least one bath shall be supplied for each four persons or fraction thereof
residing with a dwelling containing a rooming unit, including members of the operator’s family
whenever they share such facilities.
(3) Kitchens. An approved kitchen sink with hot and cold running water shall be supplied,
with adequate space for the storage and preparation of food.
(B) Structural requirements.
(1) Connection to water and sewer system. Every kitchen sink, toilet, lavatory basin and
bath shall be properly connected to an approved water and sewer system as provided for in
the applicable city regulations.
(2) Separation of bathroom facilities and from other rooms. Every toilet, bath and lavatory
basin and bath shall be contained within a room which will afford privacy to the user, and shall
be separated from a food preparation area by a tight-fitting door; except that, the lavatory may
be immediately adjacent to the toilet room.

(3) Communal toilets and baths. Communal toilets and baths shall be located on the
same floor or the floor immediately above or below the rooming unit.
(4) Communal kitchen. If a communal kitchen is supplied, it shall comply with the
following requirements.
(a) Floor area. The minimum floor area of communal kitchens shall be 70 square feet.
(b) Floor area/dining. In communal kitchens which permits roomers to prepare and eat
meals shall be a minimum of 100 square feet.
(c) Kitchen. The kitchen shall contain adequate food storage capacity, an approved sink
and a stove or range.
(d) Kitchen storage. The kitchen shall include at least one cabinet of adequate size
suitable for the storage of food, and eating and cooking utensils.
(e) Table/chairs. The kitchen shall contain a table and adequate chairs for the normal
use of the facilities if a communal dining room is not supplied.
(f) Kitchen accessibility. Every communal kitchen shall be located within a room
accessible to the occupants of each rooming unit sharing the use of such kitchen without going
outside of the dwelling and without going through a dwelling unit or rooming unit of another
occupant.
(5) Communal dining rooms. Every dwelling within which the occupant is permitted to
prepare meals or cook within a communal kitchen containing less than 100 square feet of floor
area shall contain a communal dining room which complies with the following requirements.
(a) Every communal dining room shall be located on the same floor as the communal
kitchen and located as nearly adjacent to the communal kitchen as is practicable.
(b) Accessibility to the communal dining room by occupant shall be the same as
requirements for communal kitchens.
(c) The communal dining room shall contain a table and adequate chairs for the normal
use of the facilities.
(d) The communal dining room shall contain not less than 70 square feet of floor area.
(C) Acceptability criteria. All sanitary units should be fully functional and in proper operating
condition, shall be free from leaks and mineral buildup and shall be clean to normally accepted
household cleanliness standards. Drainage shall be complete in lavatories and sinks, and all
units must meet the requirements of the city’s Plumbing Code.
151.036 FOOD PREPARATION; GARBAGE DISPOSAL.
(A) Performance requirements. The dwelling unit shall contain suitable space and
equipment to store, prepare and serve foods in a sanitary manner. There shall be adequate
facilities and services for the sanitary disposal of food wastes and garbage, including facilities
for temporary storage where necessary.
(B) Structural requirements. Structural requirements for food preparation and garbage
disposal facilities shall be as provided in § 151.035 of this chapter pertaining to sanitary
requirements.
(C) Acceptability criteria. Refrigerators, cooking stoves or ranges and other food preparation
equipment shall be in proper operating order. Areas shall be clean to normally acceptable
household cleanliness standards. Temporary and permanent garbage receptacles shall be free
of leaks, shall be covered and should not show buildup of deposits due to lack of cleaning. If
plastic bags are used for garbage disposal, they should be placed in a container indoors. Full
bags should be placed in a holding area other than the food preparation area.
151.037 SPACE AND SECURITY.
(A) Performance requirements. The dwelling shall afford the residents adequate space and
security.
(B) Structural requirements.

(1) Permissible occupancy. Floor area per occupant for efficiency units. Every efficiency
unit shall contain at least 220 square feet of floor space for the first occupant and at least 100
additional square feet of floor space for every additional occupant. In determining the
maximum permissible occupancy, the floor area of that part of a room where the ceiling height
is less than five feet and shall not be considered when computing the total floor area of the
room.
(2) Floor area per occupant for sleeping rooms. In every dwelling unit of two or more
rooms and every rooming unit, every room occupied for sleeping purposes by one occupant
shall contain at least 70 square feet of floor space and every room occupied for sleeping
purposes by more than one occupant shall contain at least 40 square feet of floor space for
each occupant.
(3) Maximum occupancy. Not more than one family or no more than four unrelated person
shall occupy a dwelling unit, except for guests, and except for domestic or household
employees.
(4) Ceiling heights. The ceiling height in every habitable room shall be at least seven feet.
Obstructions of space by such items as water and gas pipes, cabinetry and the like shall be
permitted when such obstructions are located in such a fashion that they do not interfere with
normal or emergency ingress or egress and are approved by the Inspector. In no event may an
obstruction be located nearer than six feet, four inches to the floor.
(5) Acceptable criteria. The dwelling shall conform to this division (B) pertaining to
structural requirements. Sleeping areas should have doors latchable or lockable from within for
privacy and safety. Latches or locks should be of the type to permit swift emergency exit in
accordance with the International Fire Code.
151.038 ACCESS.
(A) Performance requirements. Access to each dwelling unit or rooming unit shall not
require first entering any other dwelling unit or rooming unit; except that, access to rooming
units may be through a living room or kitchen of a unit occupied by the owner or operator of the
structure.
(B) Structural requirements. No dwelling, dwelling unit or rooming unit containing two or
more sleeping rooms shall have such arrangements that access to a bathroom or water closet
compartment intended for use by the occupant of more than one sleeping room can be gained
only by going through another sleeping room.
(C) Acceptability criteria. The dwelling unit shall be usable and capable of being maintained
without unauthorized use of other private properties. Further requirements are contained in
§ 151.041 of this chapter pertaining to exits.
151.039 LIGHTING IN PUBLIC HAILS AND STAIRWAYS.
(A) Performance requirements. Public passageways and stairways in dwellings
accommodating two or more dwelling units or rooming units shall be provided with a
convenient wall-mounted light switch which activates an adequate lighting system.
(B) Structural requirements. Switches shall be placed at both the top and bottom of
stairwells and must be of the types which meet the Electrical Code of the city.
(C) Acceptability criteria. Acceptability criteria shall be the requirements set out in divisions
(A) and (B) above.
151.040 FIRE SAFETY.
All rental housing shall be provided with fire protection equipment as follows.
(A) Fire extinguishers. All dwelling units with three or more dwelling units shall be provided
with a sufficient number of fire extinguishers which are approved by the Fire Marshal. Fire
extinguishers shall be properly mounted and accessible to all occupants. Fire extinguishers
shall comply with National Fire Protection Association, Standard 10. Minimum size shall be 2A
10B C (5 Pound). Fire extinguishers shall be equipped with a sight gauge to indicate pressure
and shall be maintained in accordance National Fire Protection Association, Standard 10.
(B) Smoke/dual sensor detectors. All dwelling units shall be provided with smoke detectors
as defined in the City of Newton adopted fire code. In multiple-unit dwellings, there shall be
smoke detectors in common hallways accessible to two or more units. Detectors shall also be

located in cellars or basements when such cellars or basements are used for storage, laundry
equipment or central heating units. Effective 1-1-2015, all dwelling units shall be equipped with
dual sensor smoke detectors as defined in Iowa Code § 100.18 and 661 I.C.A. 210.1.
(1) Effective 1-1-2015, all dwelling units that have attached garages or within which fuelfired appliances exist shall have an approved carbon monoxide alarm installed outside of each
separate sleeping area in the immediate vicinity of the bedrooms. Single-station carbon
monoxide alarms shall be listed as complying with UL 2034 and shall be installed in
accordance with this code and the manufacturer’s installation instructions. Dual-sensor smoke
detectors that have carbon monoxide and smoke detection sensors which are listed to UL
2034 and UL 217, shall be allowed.
(2) Effective 7-1-2014, all newly registered dwelling units shall be provided with dual
sensor smoke detectors as defined in Iowa Code § 100.18 and 661 I.C.A. 210.1. In
accordance with 661 I.C.A. 210.3(11), smoke detectors shall be located as follows:
(a) Placement. On the ceiling or wall outside of each separate sleeping area in the
immediate vicinity of the bedrooms;
(b) Bedrooms. In each room used for sleeping;
(c) Levels. In each story within a dwelling unit, including basements, but not including
crawl spaces and uninhabitable attics. In dwelling units with split-levels and without intervening
door between the adjacent levels, a smoke detector installed on the upper level shall suffice for
the adjacent lower level; provided that, the lower level is less than one story below the upper
level; and
(d) Dual sensor. All new smoke detectors are required to be a dual-sensor smoke
detector as defined in 661 Iowa Administrative Code 210.1. DUAL-SENSOR SMOKE
DETECTORS means a smoke detector which contains both an ionization sensor and a
photoelectric sensor which is designed to detect and trigger an alarm in response to smoke
detected through either sensing device, or a smoke detector which has two sensors and is
listed to UL Standard 217, Single- and Multiple-Station Smoke Alarms, or another standard
approved by the State Fire Marshal.
(C) Carbon monoxide alarms. Effective 7-1-2014, all registered dwelling units that have
attached garages or within which fuel-fired appliances exist, shall have approved carbon
monoxide alarm installed outside of each separate sleeping area in the immediate vicinity of
the bedrooms. Single-station carbon monoxide alarms shall be listed as complying with UL
2034 and shall be installed in accordance with this code and the manufacturer’s installation
instructions.
(D) Exits. Every floor above the first floor used for human occupancy shall meet the exit
requirements of § 151.041 of this chapter. If the structure cannot meet such exit requirements
because it has only one approved means of egress, fire escape stairs will be permitted to
serve as part of the second approved means of egress; provided, such second means of
egress meets all of the following performance standards in addition to all other requirements
for means of egress.
(1) Fire escapes. Fire escape stairs must serve an occupant load of ten or less or a single
dwelling unit or guestroom.
(2) Stair access. There must be access to the fire escape stairs from each dwelling unit
on each story served by the fire escape stairs, by means of either an approved exit or an
approved balcony. Nothing contained in this section shall be construed to vary the provisions
of § 151.041(B) of this chapter requiring emergency escape or rescue windows in every
sleeping room, or the provisions of divisions (D)(1) above and this (D)(2), regarding access to
dwelling units and between the various rooms of dwelling units.
(3) Structural requirements.
(a) Placement. Fire escape stairs must not pass in front of any building opening below
the unit being served.
(b) Activating. The means of activating the escape device must be accessible to the
rental unit or balcony being served.

(c) Fire escape installation. Installation of fire escape stairs must not cause a person to
pass within six feet of external electrical wiring.
(d) Code. Fire escape stairways and balconies shall meet all requirements per the
International Fire Code and International Building Code that have been adopted by the city.
(e) Extensions. Fire escape stairs must reach the ground or be equipped with
counterbalanced extensions which allow them to extend to the ground.
(f) Acceptability criteria. Acceptability criteria are the same as performance and
structural requirements. In addition, fire escapes must be kept clear and unobstructed and
must be in good operating order.
151.041 EXITS.
(A) Performance requirements. Every rental dwelling and rooming unit shall have access to
two independent, unobstructed means of egress remote from each other. Except for a dwelling
or rooming unit of the first story or below grade, neither means of egress shall consist solely of
a window approved for emergency escape or rescue. At least one mode shall be an exit which
discharges directly to a corridor, stairway or public way. If both exits are to a common corridor,
they shall permit emergency egress in two directions.
(B) Structural requirements.
(1) Escapes.
(a) Sleeping rooms shall have a least one operable window or exterior door approved
for emergency escape or rescue. The units shall be operable from the inside without resorting
to separate tools.
(b) Doorways shall be a least six feet, four inches high by at least 32 inches wide.
(c) Escape windows shall have a minimum net opening of 5.7 square feet. The
minimum net opening height shall be 24 inches, with a minimum net opening width of 20
inches and a maximum sill height of 44 inches from the floor.
(2) Stairway safety. Stairways having more than four risers shall be equipped with a
substantial and safely constructed handrail of a height not less than 34 inches and not more
than 38 inches above front nosing stair tread. The stairway rise height shall be uniform and
each tread shall be of uniform width to allow uniform stepping motion for traversing the
stairway.
(3) Raised floors.
(a) Porches, balconies or raised floor surfaces located more than 30 inches above the
floor or grade below shall have guards not less than 36 inches height.
(b) Open sides of stairs with a total rise of more than 30 inches above the floor or grade
below shall have guards not less than 34 inches in height measured vertically from the nosing
of the stair tread.
(4) Acceptability criteria. Acceptability criteria are the same as performance and structural
requirements.
151.042 NATURAL LIGHT, NATURAL VENTILATION AND MECHANICAL VENTILATION.
(A) Performance requirements.
(1) Natural light. All habitable rooms within a dwelling unit or rooming unit shall be
provided with natural light means of exterior glazed openings with a minimum area 8% of the
floor area. All bathrooms, water closet compartments, laundry rooms and similar rooms shall
comply with the habitable space requirements.
(2) Natural ventilation. All habitable rooms within a dwelling unit or rooming unit shall be
provided with natural ventilation by means of openable exterior openings with minimum area of
8% of the floor area.
(3) Ventilation. In lieu of required exterior openings for natural ventilation, a mechanical
ventilation system may be provided. Such system shall be capable of providing two air
exchanges per hour in all habitable rooms. One-fifth of the air supply shall be taken from the
outside. In bathrooms, water closet compartments, laundry rooms and similar rooms, a

mechanical ventilation system connected directly to the outside, capable of providing five air
exchanges per hour, shall be provided.
(B) Structural requirements.
(1) Maintenance. Every window or other device with an opening to the outdoor space
which is capable of being used for ventilation purposes shall be maintained in good state of
repair. This includes screens, if applicable.
(2) Doors. Every door opening directly from a dwelling unit or rooming unit to the outdoor
space shall fit reasonably tightly within its frame and shall be maintained in good order and a
good state of repair.
(3) Additionally. Additional structural requirements are set out in divisions (A)(1) through
(A)(3) above.
(C) Acceptability criteria. Every dwelling unit or rooming unit shall have natural light and
natural ventilation. Mechanical ventilation may be substituted in lieu of natural ventilation.
Exterior openings or mechanical systems shall be maintained in good working condition to
ensure an appropriate climate for a healthy living environment.
151.043 MECHANICAL EQUIPMENT.
(A) Performance requirements.
(1) Heating. Every dwelling and rooming unit shall have heating facilities which are
properly installed and are capable of safely and adequately heating all habitable rooms,
bathrooms and toilet rooms locate therein to a temperature of at least 68°F (19°C) at a
distance of three feet above the floor level at all times. The heating facilities shall be so
designed and equipped that heat, as specified in this division (A), is available for all dwelling
units.
(2) Heat venting. Every fuel-burning heating unit or water heater shall be effectively
vented in a safe manner to a chimney or duct leading to the exterior of the building. The
chimney or duct shall be of such design as to ensure proper draft and shall be adequately
supported.
(3) Heat location. Every central heating unit, space heater, water heater and cooling
appliance shall be located and installed in such a manner as to afford reasonable protection
against involvement of egress facilities or egress routes in the event of uncontrolled fire in the
structure.
(4) Heat location. No fuel-burning furnace or water heater shall be located within any
sleeping room or bathroom unless there is adequate combustion air, an automatic shut off is
provided and the continued operation of the furnace or water heater poses no threat to the
occupants, as determined by the city’s Mechanical Inspector.
(5) Heat controls. Every steam or hot water boiler and every water heater shall be
protected against overheating by appropriate automatic pressure and temperature limit
controls.
(6) Heat devices. Every fuel-burning space-heating unit and water heater shall be
equipped with an electronic ignition device or with a pilot light and a control to interrupt the flow
of fuel to the unit in the event of failure of the ignition device.
(B) Structural requirements.
(1) Maintenance. Such equipment shall be installed and maintained in a safe condition
and in accordance with applicable codes and manufacturers’ specifications.
(2) American Gas Association provisions. Provisions of the American Gas Association
shall apply to the installation of gas and associated equipment.
(C) Acceptability criteria. Acceptability criteria are the same as performance and structural
requirements. All heating devices or appliances shall be of approved type. Unvented room
heaters which burn gas, oil or kerosene are unacceptable.
151.044 ELECTRICAL EQUIPMENT.
(A) Performance requirements. Each room shall have adequate electrical equipment to
permit normal indoor activities and to support the health and safety of occupants. Sufficient

electrical sources shall be provided to permit use of essential electrical appliances while
ensuring safety from fire or electrical failure.
(B) Structural requirements.
(1) Electrical lighting.
(a) Every habitable room and bathroom shall contain at least one wall switch and
electrical light fixture. In rooms other than kitchen, one or more electrical receptacles controlled
by wall switches may be permitted.
(b) All non-habitable rooms such as furnace rooms, utility rooms, hallways, stairways,
exterior and interior entrances and attached garages shall be provided with an electrically
operable light fixture to illuminate such areas.
(c) Cellars, basements, attics and crawl spaces containing service equipment or used
for storage purposes shall contain an electric fixture for illumination of facilitate checking,
servicing and general personal safety.
(d) Hallways, interior and exterior stairways and interior and exterior entrances may be
provide with automatically controlled electrical lighting if manual electrical switching is
provided. Switches shall be provided at both ingress and egress areas to provide safe
unobstructed use of such areas.
(2) Electric convenience outlets.
(a) Every habitable room shall contain at least two double electric convenience outlets.
(b) Every bathroom and kitchen where the receptacles are installed to serve the
countertop surfaces shall be provided with approved ground fault interrupter circuit.
(c) Other non-habitable rooms shall be provided with electrical convenience outlets as
required for use.
(3) Maximum overcurrent protection. Maximum overcurrent protection of branch circuits is
15 amperes, except that laundry room, kitchen and dining room outlets when provided with No.
12 A.W.G. or larger, shall be in accordance with the Electrical Code of the city.
(4) Identification. Overcurrent devices shall be identified on the panel as to the circuits
they protect.
(5) Service entrance conductors. Service entrance conductors shall be properly installed
with a main disconnect and overcurrent protection. The main disconnect shall be located as
near as possible to the service entrance. The service shall be properly grounded by continuous
copper conductor to the street side of the water meter and bonded across the water meter to
the house side. Units without city-supplied water shall have grounding by proper connection to
the grounding rod.
(6) Ready access. All occupants shall have ready access to all overcurrent devices
supplying their respective areas.
(C) Acceptability criteria. Acceptability criteria are the same as performance and structural
requirements.

151.045 INTERIOR AIR QUALITY.
(A) Performance requirements. The dwelling unit shall be free from pollutants in the air at
levels which threaten the health of the occupants.
(B) Structural requirements. Structural requirements shall be provided in § 151.043(B)(1) of
this chapter, pertaining to thermal environment.
(C) Acceptability criteria. The dwelling unit shall be free from dangerous levels of air
pollution from carbon monoxide, sewer gas, fuel gas dust and other harmful air pollutants. Air
circulation shall be adequate throughout the unit.
151.046 POTABLE WATER SUPPLY.
(A) Performance requirements. The water supply shall be free from contamination.
(B) Structural requirements.

(1) Generally. The provisions of the city’s Plumbing Code shall apply to the water supply.
(2) Required water heating facilities. Every kitchen sink, bath and lavatory basin required
in accordance with the provisions of this chapter shall be properly connected with supplied
water heating facilities. Every water heating facility shall be properly connected and shall be
capable of heating water to such temperature as to permit an adequate amount of water to be
drawn on every kitchen sink and lavatory basin required at a temperature of not less than
120°F (43°C).
(C) Acceptability criteria. The unit shall be served by an approved public or private sanitary
water supply. Water heating facilities shall meet requirements stated in division (B)(2) above.
151.047 SHADES, DRAPERIES AND WINDOW COVERINGS.
(A) Performance requirements.
(1) Window coverings. Every window in rooms used for sleeping purposes in rooming
units and furnished dwelling units shall be supplied with shades, draperies or other devices or
materials which, when properly used, will afford privacy to the occupants. (Blankets, plastic,
aluminum foil, sheets and other type of materials shall be prohibited.)
(2) Window hardware. Every window in rooms used for sleeping purposes in unfurnished
dwelling units shall be supplied with hardware necessary to support shades, draperies or other
devices or materials which, when properly used, will afford privacy to the occupants. (Blankets,
plastic, aluminum foil, sheets and other type of materials shall be prohibited.)
(B) Structural requirements. Structural requirements are the same as performance
requirements.
(C) Acceptability criteria. Acceptability criteria are the same as performance requirements.

151.048 STRUCTURE AND MATERIALS.
(A) Performance requirements. The dwelling unit shall be structurally sound so as not to
pose any threat to the health and safety of the occupants and so as to protect the occupants
from the environment.
(B) Structural requirements.
(1) Generally. Structural requirements shall be as provided in § 151.053 of this chapter.
(2) Lead-based paints. The dwelling unit shall be compliance with Housing and Urban
Development lead-based paint regulations, 24 C.F.R. part 35, issued pursuant to the LeadBased Paint Poisoning Prevention Action, 42 U.S.C. § 4801, and the owner shall provide a
certification that the dwelling is in accordance with such housing and urban development
regulations. If the property was constructed prior to 1950, the residents, upon occupancy, shall
be furnished the notice required under the housing and urban lead-based paint regulations,
and procedures regarding the hazards of lead-based poisoning, the symptoms and treatment
of lead poisoning and the precautions to be taken against lead poisoning.
(C) Acceptability criteria. Ceilings, walls and floors shall not have any serious defects such
as severe bulging or leaning, large holes, loose surface materials, severe buckling or
noticeable movement under walking stress, missing parts or other serious damage. The roof
structure shall be firm and the roof shall be weather-tight. The exterior wall structure and
exterior wall surface shall not have any serious defects as serious leaning, buckling, sagging,
cracks, holes, loose siding or other serious damage. The condition and equipment of interior
and exterior stairways, halls, porches, walkways and the like shall be such as not to present
danger or tripping or falling. Elevators shall be maintained in safe and operating condition. In
the case of a mobile home, the home shall be securely anchored by a tie-down device which
distributes and transfers the loads imposed by the unit to appropriate ground anchors so as to
resist wind forces and prevent mobile home from overturning and sliding.
151.049 SITE AND NEIGHBORHOOD.
This section shall comply with Chapter 94 of this code of ordinances.
(A) Performance requirements. The site shall be reasonably free from disturbing noises and
reverberations and other hazards to the health, safety and general welfare of the occupants of
the neighborhood.

(B) Structural requirements.
(1) Buildings should be maintained so as not to present a deteriorated condition indicating
a blighted area.
(2) The site should be free of trash and maintained in conformance with accepted
standards within the neighborhood. Parking should be organized and parking rules shall be
enforced. Garbage receiving areas shall be maintained and kept clean and shall not provide
access to rodent infestation or fire hazards.
(C) Acceptability criteria. The site shall not be subject to serious adverse environmental
conditions, natural or human-made, such as dangerous sidewalks, steps poor drainage, septic
tank backup, sewage hazards, mudslides, dust and smoke, excessive accumulation of trash,
vermin or rodent infestation or fire hazards.
151.050 OCCUPANCY STANDARDS.
(A) Performance requirements. No occupant shall allow the occupancy of any dwelling unit
or rooming unit within which he or she lives to violate the occupancy standards outlined in this
chapter pertaining to occupant’s responsibilities.
(B) Owner’s responsibility. No owner shall knowingly allow the occupancy of any dwelling
unit which does not then have a valid rental housing occupancy permit in effect.
(C) Occupancy permit. No person shall occupy, nor shall the owner allow the occupancy of,
any dwelling unit which does not then have a valid rental housing occupancy permit in effect.
(D) Structural requirements. Structural requirements are provided in § 151.037 of this
chapter.
(E) Acceptability requirements. Acceptability criteria are the same as performance and
structural requirements.
151.051 OWNER RESPONSIBILITIES.
(A) Generally. The owner’s responsibilities under this chapter are as set out in this section.
(B) Maintenance of structure.
(1) Sound condition. Every foundation, roof, floor, wall, ceiling, stair, step, elevator,
handrail, porch, guardrail, sidewalk and appurtenance thereto shall be maintained in a safe
and sound condition and shall be capable of supporting the loads that normal use may cause
to be placed thereon.
(2) Weather-proof. Every foundation, floor exterior wall, interior door, window and roof
shall be maintained in a reasonably weather-tight, water-tight, rodent-proof and insect-proof
condition.
(3) Doors/windows. Every door and window, to include all hardware associated with every
door and window, shall be maintained in good and functional condition and shall be capable of
providing privacy.
(4) Interior. Every interior partition, wall, floor, ceiling and other interior surface shall be
maintained so as to permit it to be kept in a clean and sanitary condition and, where
appropriate, shall be capable of providing privacy.
(C) Maintenance of accessory structures. Every foundation, exterior wall, roof, window,
exterior door and appurtenance of every accessory structure shall be so maintained as to
prevent the structure from becoming a harborage for rats, or other vermin and shall be
maintained in a reasonably water-tight, structurally-sound condition capable of withstanding
imposing wind and snow loads.
(D) Drainage.
(1) Rainwater drainage. Rainwater shall be directed away from the building so as to
prevent water damage to structure.
(2) Grading and drainage. Every premise shall be graded so no stagnant water will
accumulate or stand thereon,

(3) Exception. This section shall not affect the existence or maintenance of approved
storm water detention systems.
(E) Chimneys. Every chimney shall be adequately supported and maintained in a
reasonable good state of repair.
(F) Protection of wood exterior surfaces.
(1) Generally. All exterior wood surfaces of a dwelling and it assessor structures, porches
and similar appurtenances shall be protected from the elements against decay by non-lead
paint or other approved protective covering.
(2) Exception. Any exterior wood surface comprised of a type of species of wood which
resists or which has been treated to resist decay and infestation shall be exempted from the
requirement of division (F)(1) above when approved by the Inspector.
(G) Egress from structure. Every means of egress shall be maintained in good condition
and shall be free from obstruction at all times.
(H) Hanging screens and storm windows. The owner or operator of the premises shall be
responsible for hanging all screens and storm windows, except when there is a written
agreement between the owner and the occupant to the contrary. Any such agreement shall be
available to the Inspector during the inspection of the dwelling. Screens shall be provided no
later than May 1 of each year and storm windows shall be provided no later than November 1
of each year.
(I) Electrical system. The electrical system of every dwelling or accessory building shall not,
by reason of overloading, dilapidation, lack of insulation, improper fusing or for any other
cause, expose the occupants to hazards of electrical shock. The owner should allow tenant
access to fusing and electrical disconnect means.
(J) Maintenance of plumbing fixtures. Every plumbing fixture and water and waste pipe shall
be maintained in a good and sanitary working condition. Water pressure shall be adequate to
permit proper flow of water from all open outlets at all times, except during maintenance and
repair.
(K) Maintenance of gas appliances and facilities.
(1) Gas piping. Every gas pipe shall be sound and tightly put together and shall be free of
leaks, corrosion and obstruction causing reduced pressure or volume.
(2) Gas pressure. Gas pressure shall be adequate to permit a proper flow of gas from all
open gas valves at all times, except during maintenance.
(L) Maintenance of heating and cooling facilities. The heating equipment of each dwelling
shall be maintained in a good, safe working condition and shall be capable of heating all
habitable rooms and bathrooms located therein to the minimum temperature required by this
chapter. However, heating and cooling equipment shall not be required to be maintained in
operational condition during what is considered to be the off-season periods.
(M) Floors. Every toilet room floor surface, bathroom floor surface and kitchen floor surface
shall be maintained so as to permit them to be kept in a clean, dry and sanitary condition.
(N) Supplied facilities. No supplied facility shall be removed, shut off disconnected from any
occupied dwelling unit or rooming unit, except for such temporary interruptions as may be
necessary while actual repairs, replacement or alterations are being made, unless authorized
by court order.
(O) Maintenance of sanitary facilities. All toilets, baths and lavatory basins shall be
maintained in good working condition.
(P) Fire protection. All fire extinguishers and early warning fire safety systems shall be
maintained in proper working order at all times. Smoke detectors shall be properly installed
and maintained at all times. Anyone who fails to take immediate action to abate a hazard when
notified by the code official shall be subject to citation.
(Q) Pest extermination. The owner or operator shall be responsible for extermination of
pests when it is determined by the County Health Officer or his or her designated agent that
the infestation is present in two or more dwelling units or rooming units within a dwelling.

(R) Units to be let only when clean and sanitary. No owner or operator shall permit
occupancy of any vacant dwelling unit or rooming unit unless it is clean, sanitary and fit for
human occupancy.
(S) Garbage disposal. Every owner or operator of a dwelling unit shall supply adequate
facilities for the disposal of garbage in compliance with this chapter.
(T) Occupancy control. A dwelling unit shall not contain more than one family or more than
four unrelated persons.
(U) Cooking in rooming units. No owner or operator shall knowingly allow the use of
cooking equipment within any rooming unit, except for specifically supplied kitchens or
kitchenettes meeting the provisions in this chapter.
(V) Tornado shelter. In multi-dwelling units, the owner of a dwelling unit shall identify and
maintain a tornado shelter for use by occupants of each dwelling unit. The owner shall post a
notice in each dwelling unit indicating the location of this site in relation to the dwelling unit.
(W) Address numbers. New and existing buildings shall have approved address numbers,
building numbers or approved identification placed in a position that is plainly legible and
visible from the street or road fronting the property. These numbers shall contrast with their
background. Address numbers shall be a minimum of four inches (102 mm) high with a
minimum stroke width of one-half inch (12.7 mm).
151.052 CLEANLINESS AND SANITATION.
(A) General. The occupant of a dwelling unit or rooming unit shall keep in a clean, safe and
sanitary condition that part of the dwelling, dwelling unit, rooming unit or premises thereof that
he or she occupies and controls, to include the following.
(1) Flooring. Every floor and floor covering shall be kept reasonably clean and sanitary.
(2) Walls/ceilings. Every wall and ceiling shall be kept reasonably clean and free of dirt or
greasy film.
(3) Refuse storage. No dwelling unit shall be used for storage of refuse, except as
provided in this chapter.
(4) Outside areas. Outside areas shall comply with the city’s nuisance codes.
(B) Plumbing fixtures. The occupant of a dwelling unit shall keep all plumbing fixtures
therein in a clean and sanitary condition and shall be responsible for the reasonable care,
proper use and proper operation thereof.
(C) Extermination of pests. The occupant of a single-family dwelling shall be responsible for
the extermination of any insects, rodents or other pests on the premises. The occupant of a
dwelling containing two or more units or rooming units shall be responsible for such
extermination within the unit occupied by him or her whenever the unit is the only one infested.
However, whenever it is determined by the County Health Officer or his or her designated
agent that infestation is caused by failure of the owner to maintain a dwelling in a reasonable
rodent proof or insect proof condition, extermination shall be the responsibility of the owner.
(D) Storage and disposal of garbage. The occupant of a dwelling shall dispose rubbish,
garbage and any other organic waste in a clean and sanitary manner by placing it in the
supplied facilities or containers required by this chapter.
(E) Electrical wiring. The occupant of a dwelling unit or rooming unit shall use no temporary
wiring or extension cords which run directly from portable electric fixtures to convenience
outlets and which do not lie beneath floor coverings or extend through doorways, transoms or
similar structural elements or are attached thereto. The occupant shall not knowingly overload
the circuitry of the dwelling or rooming unit.
(F) Supplied facilities. The occupant of a dwelling unit shall keep all supplied fixtures and
facilities therein in a clean and sanitary condition and shall be responsible for the reasonable
care, proper use and proper operation thereof.
(G) Fire safety devices. The occupant shall not tamper with or disable any fire extinguisher
or early warning protection device or system. All tenants listed on the dwelling unit’s lease
agreement shall be held responsible for any tampering or disabling within the unit and shall be

subject to citation. Anyone who fails to take immediate action to abate a hazard when notified
by the code official shall be subject to citation. The tenant along with the owner shall be held
responsible for the replacement of batteries in smoke detectors and carbon monoxide
detectors.
(H) Filing a complaint. In the event that a tenant files a complaint against his or her landlord
to the Housing Inspector, the complaint must be in writing stating what the complaint is and
must be signed and dated by the tenant.
151.053 SUBSTANDARD RENTAL UNITS.
(A) Generally. Any rental unit or portion thereof, including any dwelling unit, guestroom or
suite of rooms, or the premises on which the unit is located, in which there exists any of the
conditions listed in this section, to the extent that endangers the life, limb, health, property,
safety or welfare of the public or the occupants thereof, shall be deemed and hereby is
declared to be a substandard building.
(B) Substandard conditions. Substandard conditions shall include, but not be limited to, the
following:
(1) Lack of proper water closet, lavatory, bathtub or shower;
(2) Lack of proper kitchen sink;
(3) Lack of hot and cold running water to plumbing fixtures;
(4) Lack of heating facilities;
(5) Lack of or improper operations required ventilating equipment;
(6) Lack of or minimum amounts of natural light and ventilation require by this chapter;
(7) Room and space dimensions less than required by this chapter;
(8) Lack of required electrical lighting;
(9) Dampness of habitable rooms;
(10) Infestation of insects, vermin or rodents as determined by the health officer;
(11) General dilapidation or improper maintenance;
(12) Lack of connection to the required sewage disposal system;
(13) Lack of adequate garbage and rubbish storage and removal facilities as determined
by the Health Officer; and
(14) Lack of valid minimum rental housing occupancy permit for the dwelling unit.
(C) Structural hazards. Structural hazards shall include, but not limited to, the following:
(1) Deteriorating or inadequate foundations;
(2) Defective or deteriorating flooring or floor supports;
(3) Flooring or flooring supports of insufficient size to carry imposed loads with safety;
(4) Members of wall, partitions or other vertical supports that split, lean, list or buckle due
to defective material or deterioration;
(5) Members of walls, partitions or other vertical supports that are of insufficient size to
carry imposed loads with safety;
(6) Members of ceilings, roofs, ceiling and roof supports or other horizontal members
which sag, split or buckle due to defective material or deterioration;
(7) Members of ceiling, roofs, ceiling and roof supports or other horizontal members that
are of insufficient size to carry imposed loads with safety;
(8) Fireplaces or chimneys which list, bulge or settle due to material deterioration; and
(9) Fireplaces or chimneys which are insufficient size or strength to carry imposed loads
with safety.

(D) Hazardous wiring. Hazardous wiring shall include all wiring, except that which
conformed with all applicable laws in effect at the time of installation and which has been
maintained in good condition and is being used in a safe manner,
(E) Hazardous plumbing. Hazardous plumbing shall include all plumbing, except that which
conformed with all applicable laws in effect at the time of installation and which has been
maintained in good condition and which is free of cross connections and siphoning between
fixtures.
(F) Hazardous mechanical equipment. Hazardous mechanical equipment shall include all
mechanical equipment, including vents, except that which conformed with all applicable laws in
effect at the time of installation and which has been maintained in good and safe condition.
(G) Faulty weather protection. Faulty weather protection shall include, but not be limited to,
the following:
(1) Deteriorated, crumbling or loose plaster;
(2) Deteriorating or ineffective water-proofing of exterior walls, roofs, foundations or floors,
including broken windows or doors;
(3) Defective weather protection or lack of weather protection for exterior wall coverings,
including lack of paint, or weathering due to lack of paint or other approved protective covering;
and
(4) Broken, rotted, split or buckled exterior wall coverings or roof.
(H) Fire hazards. Any building or portion thereof, device, apparatus, equipment,
combustible waste or vegetation which, in the opinion of the Chief of Fire Department or his or
her designee, is in such condition as to cause a fire or explosion or provide a ready fuel to
augment the spread and intensity of fire or explosion arising from any cause shall be deemed
a fire hazards.
(I) Faulty materials of construction. Faulty materials of construction shall include all
materials of construction, except those which are specifically allowed or approved by this
chapter and the building code, and which have been adequately maintained in good and safe
condition.
(J) Hazardous or unsanitary premises. Hazardous or unsanitary premises shall include
those premises on which an accumulation or weeds, vegetation, junk, dead organic matter,
debris, garbage, offal, rat harborages, stagnant water, combustible materials and similar
materials or conditions constitute fire health or safety hazards.
(K) Inadequate maintenance. Any building or portion thereof which is determined to be an
unsafe building in accordance with the Building Code of the city shall be deemed to be
inadequately maintained.
(L) Inadequate exits. All buildings or portion there of not provided with adequate exit
facilities as required by this chapter shall be deemed to have inadequate exits. When an
unsafe condition exists through lack of or improper location of exits, additional exits may be
required to be installed.
(M) Inadequate fire resistive construction or firefighting equipment.
(1) Fire resistive. All buildings or portion thereof which are not provided with the fireresistive construction required by this chapter shall be deemed to have inadequate fireresistive construction, except those buildings or portions thereof which the owner proves by
clear satisfactory and convincing evidence:
(a) Conformed with all applicable laws at the time of their construction, conversion to
rental dwelling unit status and increase in number of rental dwelling units; and
(b) Whose fire-resistive construction has been adequately maintained and improved
with any increase in number of dwelling units or occupant load, and with any alteration,
addition or change in occupancy.
(2) Deemed inadequate. All buildings or portions thereof which are not provided with the
fire extinguishing system or equipment required by this chapter shall be deemed to have
inadequate fire extinguishing systems or equipment.

(N) Improper occupancy. Improper occupancy shall include any occupancy of a building or
portion thereof occupied for living, sleeping, cooking or dining purposes which was not
designed or intended to be used for such occupancy. Improper occupancy shall also include
the occupancy of, or allowing the occupancy of, any dwelling unit for which there is not in effect
a valid and current minimum rental housing occupancy permit or a valid and current
registration receipt with respect to said dwelling.

APPEALS AND VARIANCES; ENFORCEMENT
151.065 APPEAL.
Any person affected by any written notice or order issued under the provisions of this chapter
may appeal such notice or order to the Newton Building and Trades Board Appeals shall be
filed in accordance with the Rental Housing Inspection Administrative Policy. The person filing
the appeal shall be required to pay a fee forthe processing of the appeal in such amount as
determined by resolution of the City Council.
The appeal may request that the notice or order be modified or revoked, or that a variance be
granted.

151.071 VARIANCES.
In the case of appeals requesting a variance, the Board may grant a reasonable variance in
a specific case and from a specific provision of this chapter, subject, however, to appropriate
conditions; and, provided that, the Board makes specific findings of fact based on the evidence
presented on the record as a whole, that the following factors have been established by the
required standard of proof:
(A) There are practical difficulties or unnecessary hardships in carrying out the strict letter of
the notice of order;
(B) Due to the particular circumstances presented, the effect of the application of the
provisions of this chapter would be arbitrary in the specific case;
(C) An extension of time to bring the property into compliance with the provisions of this
chapter would not constitute an appropriate remedy for this practical difficulties or unnecessary
hardships in this arbitrary effect;
(D) Such a variance is in harmony with the general purpose and intent of this chapter in
securing the public health, safety and general welfare;
(E) The granting of such variance will not render the structure unsafe for habitation; and
(F) The structure benefitted by the variance conformed with all applicable provisions of this
code of ordinances, including, but not limited to, zoning provisions, at each of the following
times:
(1) At time of construction;
(2) At the time of its conversion to rental dwelling status; and
(3) At the time of any increase in number of rental dwelling units in the structure.
151.072 OPEN MEETINGS.
Hearings conducted under this section shall be open to the public during the presentation of
testimony and other evidence and during any argument or discussion the Board may permit.
Upon completion of the submission of evidence, the Board shall make findings and
determination based upon thereon. The Board may request assistance from the City Attorney’s
office in formalizing its findings and determinations, which shall be issued in written form.
Findings and determination shall be made no later than 30 days after the hearing.
151.073 APPEAL OF DECISION.
The party who is appealing or the city may appeal the decision of the Board to a court of
competent jurisdiction within 30 days of the date of the decision of the Board. If the decision of
the Board is not appealed, it shall become final.

151.074 RECORDED.
Variances issued by the Board shall be recorded in the City’s official building file for the
property.
151.075 MUNICIPAL INFRACTION APPEAL.
A municipal infraction citation that is issued to any person for a violation of any provisions of
this chapter shall not be the subject of an appeal or a request for a variance under this section.
All municipal infraction citations shall be governed by the provisions of this code of ordinances
and by Iowa Code § 364.22.

City of Newton Council Report
Item: Ordinance to amend the Code of Ordinances,
City of Newton, Iowa, 2016, Title XV, Chapter 151,
“Minimum Housing Code”.
Report Number: 19-164
Summary: Amend the ordinance to update the
Crime Free Multi-Housing program as part of the
property maintenance code revisions.

Date: August 5, 2019

Financial Impact: N/A

Lead Department: Police
Department
Recommendation:
Approve

Background:
The restructuring of the City’s rental program provides an opportunity to revise the Crime Free
Multi-Housing ordinance language and separate the program requirements from the minimum
housing code ordinance language for clarity and efficiency. The program requirements and
standards remain the same, with the exception of a new requirement for recertification training
being required of all rental property owners/managers every three (3) years and a revision of the
points system used for identifying a rental property as a nuisance property per the definition
outlined in the City code.
Currently, all rental property owners and managers with four or more units are required to
participate in mandatory Crime Free Multi-Housing training one (1) time prior to issuance of a rental
permit. The proposed ordinance amends this language to require training every three (3) years so
that rental property owners and managers stay up-to-date with the latest program requirements
and any state/local code changes. The City has created an online training program that will allow
the training to be conducted in a more efficient and convenient manner.
The previous points system used to deem a rental property a nuisance property as part of the
Crime Free Multi-Housing program was very limited in the number of violations or founded calls for
service that were counted as points towards deeming a rental property a nuisance property. The
proposed ordinance clarifies and simplifies the points system so that it’s clear what type and how
many founded violations are required in order for a rental property owner/manager to be assessed
nuisance points per the ordinance.
Recommendation
Staff recommends approval of this ordinance

Rob Burdess
Acting City Administrator
Attachments

ORDINANCE NO. __________
ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CODE OF ORDINANCES, CITY OF NEWTON, IOWA, 2016, TITLE
XV, CHAPTER 151, “MINIMUM HOUSING CODE”
NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NEWTON DOES ORDAIN AS
FOLLOWS:
Section 1. The Code of Ordinances, City of Newton, Iowa, 2016, Title XV, Chapter 151, “Minimum
Housing Code” is hereby amended by adding or deleting the following:

151.080 CRIME FREE MULTI-HOUSING PROGRAM PARTICIPATION
(A) Participation in the crime free housing program is required for all residential property owners
who own, operate or manage residential rental properties with four or more units.
(B) The provisions of this chapter are supplementary and complementary to other provisions of this
code and applicable laws. Nothing in this chapter may be construed to limit any existing right of
the City to abate nuisances or to enforce any provisions of applicable law, statute or this code,
including provisions of uniform codes adopted by reference in this code.
151.081 DEFINITIONS
As used in this subchapter, the following terms shall have the following meanings:
(A) Call for Service. Any occasion on which one or more members of a law enforcement agency
go to a property for purposes of investigating suspected criminal or nuisance activity. A call for
service is not founded unless it meets the definition herein of "founded call for service."
(B) Corrective Action. Action taken with respect to a nuisance property for the purpose of abating
nuisance activity.
(C) Emergency Assistance. Immediate intervention by first responders in order to prevent or stop
further damage to person or property.
(D) Founded Call for Service. Any occasion on which a call for service results in a finding of
probable cause to believe nuisance activity occurred on or within one thousand feet of the
property to which the call for service was made. A founded call for service shall not be applied if
a victim of a crime or abuse is the party who reported the criminal activity that resulted in the call
for service to the City.
(E) Owner. Designates the rental property owner, property manager or duly authorized agent,
responsible for landlord duties.
(F) Nuisance Activity. Means conduct giving rise to the conditions, events, and/or situations
described in Section 151.084
(G) Nuisance Property. Property which meets the criteria set forth in Section 151.084
(H) Resident. Designates the resident, any member of the resident’s household, guest(s), or other
person(s) under resident’s control.
(I) Property. Real estate, including land, and that which is affixed, incidental, or appurtenant to the
real estate. For property consisting of more than one unit, the term property may refer to a
particular unit or to the portion of the property on which nuisance activity has occurred or is
occurring. Property may also include areas used in common by all units of the property,
including without limitation, other structures erected on the property and areas used for parking,
loading, and landscaping.
(J) One Thousand Feet. The distance measured from the central point of any nuisance activity to
the nearest point along the parcel line for the property with which the owner or resident is
associated. For purposes of this chapter, the property of an owner or resident who is not
responsible for the Founded nuisance activity shall not be subject to Section 151.084
(K) Victim of Abuse or Crime. A person who has suffered harm as a result of abuse or crime that
was perpetrated directly against that person.
151.82 PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS.
(A) Crime Free Lease Addendum. All residential rental property owner with four or more rental
units, entering into leases regarding residential rental property shall utilize the crime free lease
addendum provided by the City. Property owners shall advise prospective tenants of the
required crime free lease addendum prior to entering into any lease or rental agreement.

The crime free lease addendum shall make criminal activity a lease violation and will specify
that criminal activity is not limited to violent criminal activity or drug-related criminal activity
engaged in by, facilitated by, or permitted by the tenant, a member of the household, a guest or
any party under the control of the tenant. The property owner shall take all reasonable action to
enforce the terms of the crime free housing addendum, including eviction of the tenant in
violation pursuant to the requirements of state law.
It shall constitute a violation of this subchapter for any residential rental property owner to
knowingly permit any tenant to occupy any residential rental property without entering into a
crime free lease addendum or to occupy any residential rental property in violation of any
provision of the crime free lease addendum required under this section. Any failure to include a
crime free lease addendum or similar approved language may result in penalty as set forth in
subsection (F) of this division.
(B) Training. All residential rental property owners with four or more rental units, shall have
successfully completed mandatory crime free management training, administered or certified by
the City, prior to issuance of occupancy permits. Recertification training will be required of all
residential rental property owners every three years.
(C) Property contact information. The residential rental property owner shall provide the City with
emergency contacts for each rental property, who can provide the names of the residents in
each unit and has authority to make decisions with respect to the property.
(D) Tenant background checks. All residential rental property owners with four or more rental units
shall check the criminal background of all perspective tenants through a screening program
approved by the Police Department. Copies of the completed background check must be
retained in the tenant’s files and made available to the City upon request.
(E) Chronic Law Enforcement Issues. Residential rental property owners with fewer than four rental
units will be subject to program requirements of this chapter only if the rental unit(s) experience
chronic law enforcement issues. In the event of chronic law enforcement issues, property
owners shall remain subject to program requirements for a period of 24 months violation free,
following the latest founded incident. Chronic law enforcement issues are unit specific, with
occupants therein and defined as:
1. One or more Founded Level 1 Violations as defined in Section 151.084(A)(2)(A) of
this Chapter within a 12 month period.
2.

Two or more Founded Level 2 Violations as defined in Section 151.084(A)(2)(B) of
this Chapter within a 12 month period.

3. Three or more Founded Level 3 Violations as defined in Section 151.084(A)(2)(C) of
this Chapter within a 12 month period.
(F) Enforcement/penalties.
1. Notice. Whenever the City determines that a violation of this section exists, the City shall
give notice of violation and an order to correct to the property owner. The notice shall be in writing and
shall describe with reasonable detail the violation(s) so that the property owner has the opportunity to
correct said violation.
2. Violation. Any person who fails to comply with any provisions of this chapter after receiving
written notice of the violations(s) and being given a reasonable opportunity to correct such violations(s)
shall be deemed to be in violation of this chapter.
3. Penalty. Any property owner violating any provision of this chapter or other applicable code
or regulation with regard to Crime Free Multi-Housing Program shall be subject to a fine as set forth in
§ 10.99 for each offense. A separate offense shall be deemed committed on each day a violation
occurs or continues to exist. Permit renewals will not be approved unless all outstanding penalties are
paid in full.
4. Suspension/revocation. Any failure of an owner to take reasonable action enforce the terms
of the crime free lease addendum after having been notified by the City of activity or conduct occurring
on the residential rental property in violation of the addendum, and after having been given a
reasonable opportunity to remedy such activity or conduct, shall be sufficient grounds for the
suspension of his or her residential rental permit for a period of up to 90 days. Repeated suspensions
may be grounds for revocation. The property owner shall have the right to appeal any suspension as
set forth in this chapter.
151.83 REQUIREMENTS; PUBLIC NUISANCE PROPERTY.
(A) It shall be the responsibility of the owner of each dwelling unit that is subject to the provisions of
this chapter to assure that the use and occupancy of such dwelling unit does not unreasonably
interfere with or adversely affect the rights of nearby residents to the quiet enjoyment of their

property, and does not disturb the health, safety, comfort or general welfare of the occupants of
surrounding properties.
(B) Any use or occupancy, or allowing the use or occupancy, of any dwelling unit subject to the
provisions of this chapter in violation of the requirements of division (A) above shall constitute a
public nuisance as defined in Section 151.084.
(C) Failure of the owner to comply with the requirements of this section with respect to any dwelling
unit owned by the owner shall be grounds for the assessment of infraction points covering such
dwelling unit as provided in 151.084 of this chapter
151.084 ASSESSMENT OF INFRACTION POINTS
(A) Founded complaint of violations.
(1)

In addition to the possibility of the issuance of a municipal infraction, the owner of any
dwelling unit subject to the provisions of this chapter at which a founded complaint of a
violation of any of the following provisions of this code occurs shall be assessed infraction
points, in accordance with the following schedule.

(2)

Nuisance Property

A Property shall be deemed a nuisance property upon a determination by the City that any one
or more of the following subsections is true with respect to the property.
(A) Level 1 Violation: One or more founded calls for service have been made concerning the
following nuisance activities at or within one thousand feet of the property within a period of
twelve consecutive months, whether committed by a resident, guest(s) or other person(s)
under the resident’s control:
(1) Manufacture, delivery or possession of a controlled substance in violation of Iowa
Code Chapter 124;
(2) Kidnapping as defined in Iowa Code Chapter 710;
(3) Arson as defined in Iowa Code Chapter 712;
(4) Burglary as defined in Iowa Code Chapter 713;
(5) Robbery as defined in Iowa Code Chapter 711;
(6) Sex abuse as defined in Iowa Code Chapter 709;
(7) Intimidation with a Dangerous Weapon as defined in Iowa Code Section 708.6;
(8) Willful injury as defined in Iowa Code Section 708.4;
(9) Sexual exploitation of a minor in violation of Iowa Code Section 728.12;
(10) Felony gambling in violation of Iowa Code Chapter 725.7;
(11) Felony criminal mischief as defined in Iowa Code Chapter 716;
(12) Animal contests in violation of Iowa Code Chapter 717D;
(13) Possessing or carrying a dangerous weapon as defined in Iowa Code Section
724;
(14) Riot as defined in Iowa Code Section 723.1;
(15) Prostitution as defined in Iowa Code Chapter 725.
(16) Sex Offender registry violations as defined in Iowa Code Chapter 692A;
(17) Owning, keeping or harboring a Dangerous Animal as defined in Newton
Municipal Code Section 90.02 and prohibited by Section 90.04 thereof;
(B) Level 2 Violation: Two or more Founded Calls for Service have been made concerning the
following Nuisance Activities at or within one thousand feet of the Property within a period
of twelve consecutive months, whether committed by a resident, guest(s) or other
person(s) under the resident’s control:
(1) Serious or aggravated misdemeanor criminal mischief as defined in Iowa Code
Chapter 716;
(2) Serious or aggravated misdemeanor assault as defined in Iowa Code Chapter
708;
(3) Serious or aggravated misdemeanor theft as defined in Iowa Code Chapter 714;
(4) Misdemeanor gambling as defined in Iowa Code Chapter 725;

(5) False imprisonment as defined in Iowa Code Section 710.7;
(6) Unlawful discharge of any device in violation of section 130.08 and 135 of the
Newton Municipal Code;
(7) Engaging in conduct prohibited by Section 94.02(C)(26) of the Newton Municipal
Code concerning Houses of Ill Fame;
(8) Failure to disperse from an unlawful assembly as defined in Iowa Code Section
723.3;
(C) Level 3 Violation: Three or more Founded Calls for Service have been made concerning
the following Nuisance Activities at or within one thousand feet of the Property within a
period of twelve consecutive months, whether committed by a resident, guest(s) or other
person(s) under the resident’s control:
(1) Unlawful assembly in violation of Iowa Code Section 723.2;
(2) Simple misdemeanor assault in violation of Iowa Code Chapter 708;
(3) Owning, keeping, harboring or knowingly permitting an animal to create such
noise as to constitute a violation of Section 90.08 of the Newton Municipal Code;
(4) Disturbing the peace in violation of Newton Municipal Code Section 130.02;
(5) Consumption or intoxication in public places in violation of Iowa Code Section
123.46;
(6) Disorderly conduct in violation of Iowa Code Section 723.4;
(7) Persons under legal age in violation of Iowa Code Section 123.47;
(8) Making, continuing or causing the making or continuance of a Noise Disturbance
as limited by Newton Municipal Code Chapter 93;
(9) False reports or communications to public safety entities in violation of Iowa Code
718.6;
(10) Violation of any other General Provisions not specifically listed, but prohibited in
Chapter 130 “General Provisions” of the Newton Municipal Code.
(11) Violation of any Public Nuisance not specifically listed, but prohibited in Chapter
94 “Public Nuisances” of the Newton Municipal Code.
(D) Notwithstanding the foregoing, Chapter 151, shall not apply to calls for service made by a caller
seeking law enforcement assistance or other emergency assistance for a victim of crime or
abuse, or seeking law enforcement assistance or other emergency assistance for an individual
in any other emergency situation, if the caller had a reasonable belief that emergency
assistance was necessary to prevent the perpetration or escalation of the abuse, crime or other
emergency or, in the event of abuse, crime or other emergency, the emergency assistance was
actually needed. Notwithstanding the foregoing, no penalty shall be imposed under this chapter
against a resident, owner, tenant or landlord because the resident, owner, tenant or landlord
was a victim of abuse or crime.
(E) Conduct within the scope of this chapter may arise out of a mental health condition and that,
accordingly, any documented mental health condition of which City officials are made aware
may be taken into account when applying the terms of this chapter.
(F) Except where otherwise specified, the references in Section 151.084 to provisions of the Iowa
Code or the Newton Municipal Code shall not be construed to mean that prosecution of the
specific charge is required to proceed under this chapter, nor shall it be construed to mean the
nuisance activity must be proven beyond a reasonable doubt. Rather, in determining whether a
property is a nuisance property, the City shall apply the criteria of this section using a
preponderance of evidence as the standard of proof. Any determination pursuant to this section
shall be subject to administrative appeal and/or Court review as set forth in this chapter.
(G) Penalty. The City may issue a municipal infraction citation to the owner or any occupant of a
dwelling unit, or both, for a violation of any of the provisions of this subchapter or of this code,
in addition to the assessment of infraction points against such dwelling unit hereunder for the
same conduct or incident which forms the basis of the municipal infraction citation or citations
against the owner or occupant of such dwelling unit.
(H) Suspension. In the event any dwelling unit that is covered by this subchapter is assessed one
(1) Level 1 infraction point, two (2) Level 2 infraction points, three (3) Level 3 infraction points
or a combination of Level 1,2,3 infractions points in rolling 12-month period under the
provisions of this subchapter, the minimum rental housing occupancy permit covering such
dwelling shall be subject to suspension as provided in this section for a period of six months if

the occupancy permit has not been previously suspended, or for 12 months, if the dwelling
unit’s occupancy permit has previously been suspended under this subchapter. For purposes
of this division (A), any points assessed against a dwelling unit shall be deemed to have been
assessed as of the date that the conduct upon which the founded complaint which led to the
assessment of points actually occurred.
151.085 APPEALS AND VARIANCES
Any person affected by any written notice or order issued under the provisions of this chapter may
appeal such notice or order to the Newton Building and Trades Board pursuant to Section 151.065.
Section 2. Repealer Clause. All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby
repealed.
Section 3. Severability Clause. If any section, provision or part of this ordinance shall be
adjudged invalid or unconstitutional, such adjudication shall not affect the validity of the ordinance as a
whole or any section, provision or part thereof not adjudged invalid or unconstitutional.
Section 4. Effective. This ordinance shall be effective on ____________, 2019, after the final
passage, approval and publication as provided by law.

PASSED this ____ day of ______________________, 2019.
APPROVED this ____ day of ______________________, 2019.
(SEAL)
Michael L. Hansen, Mayor
ATTEST:
Katrina Davis, City Clerk

I, Katrina Davis, City Clerk of the City of Newton, Iowa, do hereby certify that the foregoing Ordinance
was passed and approved by the City Council of the City of Newton, Iowa on the ____ day of
_______________________, 2019 and was published in the Newton Daily News, a newspaper of
general circulation in the said City of Newton on the _____ day of _______________________, 2019.
Dated this ____ day of _______________________, 2019.

City of Newton Council Report
Item: ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CODE OF
ORDINANCES, CITY OF NEWTON, IOWA,
ADOPTED BY CITY COUNCIL, 2016, TITLE VII,
CHAPTER 72, SECTION 14, “TRAFFIC AND
PARKING SCHEDULES ADOPTED BY REFERENCE”,
TO MAKE CHANGES TO SNOW REMOVAL

Summary: To approve an ordinance to update parking
restrictions during snow removal operations.
Financial Impact: None

Report Number: 19-177
Date: September 3, 2019
Lead Department: Public Works
Department
Recommendation:
Approve

Background:
Public Works Operations staff is continually reviewing and making changes to maximize operational
efficiency in snow removal operations. Staff is utilizing larger and wider snow plow trucks with wing
plows and belly scrapers. When vehicles park on the street before snow removal operations are
complete it creates unsafe situations for the vehicles and snow plows. Operators cannot plow a
street where vehicles are parked across from one another and many streets are too narrow to plow if
a single vehicle is parked on the street.
There are numerous reasons that require crews to make multiple passes on a street, it could be from
additional accumulation has occurred since it was first plowed, deicing materials had been placed on
the street and plowing is required to remove the melting accumulation, or additional traction or
melting material may need placed on the street. Allowing vehicles to park on the street before plowing
operations are complete causes problems for operators, as well as the police officers, knowing
whether a vehicle is legally parked or not.
This language change to the ordinance would keep the snow line active until snow removal
operations are complete, ensuring the public is not parking on the street until plowing operations are
complete. This language change also eliminates confusion by law enforcement as to whether it is
permissible for on street parking. The snow line is turned off immediately upon completion of snow
removal operations. Staff requests citizen’s sign up for an email alert or a text message alert when
snow removal operations are “in effect” or “not in effect” through the City website.
When the ordinance was adopted for Downtown Snow Hauling Operations there were multiple
businesses on the square that stayed open until 2:00 a.m. Currently there are no businesses on the
square that stay open late enough to be affected by changing the parking restriction during Downtown
Snow Hauling Operations from 2:00 a.m. back to 11:00 p.m. Staff hauls snow from the downtown
snow removal district from 11:00 p.m. through 7:00 a.m. as to complete the snow removal process in
a timely and efficient manner, when there is minimal traffic when vehicles are not parked on the
street.
Reviewing the snow policy, staff determined the boundaries within the Downtown Snow Hauling
District had no language for the north boundary N 4th Ave. This change adds the northern boundary of
N 4th Ave.

Recommendation:
City Staff recommends approval of the ordinance to accept changes in snow removal parking
changes.

Matt Muckler
City Administrator

ORDINANCE NO. _______
ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CODE OF ORDINANCES, CITY OF NEWTON,
IOWA, ADOPTED BY CITY COUNCIL, 2016, TITLE VII, CHAPTER 72,
SECTION 14, “TRAFFIC AND PARKING SCHEDULES ADOPTED BY
REFERENCE”, TO MAKE CHANGES TO SNOW REMOVAL
BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NEWTON, IOWA:
SECTION 1. The Code of Ordinances City of Newton, Iowa, Adopted by City Council, 2016, Title VII, Chapter 72, Section
14,”Traffic and Parking Schedules Adopted By Reference”, is hereby amended by adding or deleting the following:

72.14 SNOW REMOVAL.
(A) No person shall park, abandon or leave unattended any vehicle on any public street or alley when snow
plowing operations have been declared (except as set forth in division (B) below). Such declaration shall be
made by the Public Works Operations Superintendent or designee by telephonic means identifying snow
operations are in effect. Snow plowing operations remain in effect until the Public Works Operations
Superintendent or designee has declared them to be over. or when snowfall has stopped and the street has been
plowed full width. At all other times, street parking is permissible.
(B) No person shall park, abandon or leave unattended any vehicle on any public street, or alley in the
downtown snow removal district between the hours of 2:00 a.m. 11:00 p.m. to 6:00 a.m. when downtown snow
hauling operations are in effect. Such declaration shall be made by the Public Works Operations Superintendent
or designee by telephonic means identifying downtown snow hauling operations are in effect. Said declaration
is to be made no later than 7:00 p.m. the night of snow hauling operations. Snow hauling operations remain in
effect until the Public Works Operations Superintendent or designee has declared them to be over. At all other
times street parking is permissible.
(C) For the purpose of this section, the DOWNTOWN SNOW REMOVAL DISTRICT is defined as the area
encompassing W 4th Street, to E 4th Street, from N 4th Ave to and S 2nd Avenue and including the 400 block of
S 2nd Avenue W, 200 block of W 2nd Street S and 200 block of 1st Street S.
(2011 Code, § 11.1048) (Ord. 2202, passed 12-1-2012; Ord. 2274, passed 11-8-2016) Penalty, see § 72.99
SECTION 2: Repealer Clause. All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby repealed.
SECTION 3: Severability Clause. If any section, provision or part of this ordinance shall be adjudged invalid or
unconstitutional, such adjudication shall not affect the validity of the ordinance as a whole or any section, provision or part
thereof not adjudged invalid or unconstitutional.
SECTION 4: Effective Date. This ordinance shall be effective from and after the final passage, approval and publication
as provided by law on ____________ 2019.

APPROVED this _____ day of ___________________, 2019.
PASSED this _____ day of _______________________, 2019.

(SEAL)
Michael L. Hansen, Mayor
ATTEST:
_________________________________
Katrina Davis, City Clerk
I, Katrina Davis, City Clerk of the City of Newton, Iowa, do hereby certify that the foregoing Ordinance was passed and
approved by the City Council of the City of Newton, Iowa, on the _____ day of ___________________, 2019, and was
published

in the Newton Daily News, a newspaper of general circulation in the said City of Newton on the _____ day of
___________________, 2019.

Signed: ____________________________
Katrina Davis, City Clerk

City of Newton Council Report
Item: Resolution amending the City of Newton
Rental Program Fee Schedule.
Summary:
As part of the Rental Housing
Inspection Program Update process, the new fee
schedule aligns with the fees for the selected
contract inspection service and the new Rental
Housing Inspection Program Administrative
Policy.

Report Number: 19-178

Financial Impact: Lower fees collected by City to
reflect lower cost to city for program
implementation

Recommendation:
Approve

Date: September 3, 2019
Lead Department:
Community Development

Summary: The new fee schedule aligns with changes to the Rental Program for 2019. The fee
schedule aligns with the previously approved contract for inspection services with Iowa
Inspections, LLC.
The annual permit fee goes down from $35.00 per year to $15.00 per year. This is due to the fact
that City staff will no longer be conducting the property inspections.
The fee schedule is as follows:

Description

Fee

Rental Permit Registration Fee, Per Year, Per Unit
Failure to Register Property Penalty Fee, Per Day, Per Unit*
Rental Property Inspection Fee (paid directly to inspector)
Rental Property Reinspection Fee (paid directly to inspector)
No-Show Inspection Fee (paid directly to inspector)
Rental Appeal to Building Trades Board

$15.00
$15.00
$75.00 single or first unit and $25 for each additional unit within same building
$75.00 single or first unit and $25 for each additional unit within same building
$50.00
$0.00

* After 10 days, a municipal infraction will be filed in addition to the penalty

Overall, the costs to property owners does not increase significantly. The chart attached to this
council report compares the Proposed 2019 Fees to the City of Newton Old Fee Schedule.
Recommendation: Staff recommends the approval of the resolution selecting Iowa Inspections,
LLC.

Matt Muckler

City Administrator

Fee Comparison City of Newton Old Fees to New Fees: 3 year period
Single Family
2- Unit
4- Unit
12- Unit
24- Unit
Single Family
2- Unit
4- Unit
12- Unit
24- Unit

City of Newton Old Fees
$105.00
$180.00
$360.00
$1,080.00
$2,160.00
City of Newton 2019 Fee Schedule
$120.00
$190.00
$330.00
$890.00
$1,730.00

35 x 3 years
$30 x (number of units) x 3 years
$30 x (number of units) x 3 years
$30 x (number of units) x 3 years
$30 x (number of units) x 3 years

Formula

Formula
($15 x 3 years) + $75
[3years x[$15 x (number of units)]] + $75 + [$25 x (number of units -1)]
[3years x[$15 x (number of units)]] + $75 + [$25 x (number of units -1)]
[3years x[$15 x (number of units)]] + $75 + [$25 x (number of units -1)]
[3years x[$15 x (number of units)]] + $75 + [$25 x (number of units -1)]

Old Fee Schedule: $35 per unit for single unit building, $30 per unit for buildings with 2+ units for each year
2019 Fee Schedule: $15 per unit per unit building for each year plus inspection fees every 3 years

Note:

Properties that pass inspection without need for reinpection will receive a bonus year between regular inspections (4 years)
Properties that require 1 reinpsection and pass after the first reinspection will remain on the 3 year inspection schedule
Properties that require 2 or more reinspections will be placed on a 1 year inspection schedule
All Per the Rental Program Administrative Policy

RESOLUTION 2019-________

RESOLUTION AMENDING THE CITY OF NEWTON RENTAL
PROGRAM FEE SCHEDULE
WHEREAS, the City of Newton charges fees for certain services provided by the
City; and
WHEREAS, the City of Newton 2019 Rental Inspection Program Update requires
adoption of a new Rental Program Fee Schedule;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of
Newton:
That all fees related to Rental Inspection Program shall be repealed and adopted
as follows:
Fee

Description

Rental Permit Registration Fee, Per Year, Per Unit
Failure to Register Property Penalty Fee, Per Day, Per Unit*
Rental Property Inspection Fee (paid directly to inspector)
Rental Property Reinspection Fee (paid directly to inspector)
No-Show Inspection Fee (paid directly to inspector)
Rental Appeal to Building Trades Board

$15.00
$15.00
$75.00 single or first unit and $25 for each additional unit within same building
$75.00 single or first unit and $25 for each additional unit within same building
$50.00
$0.00

* After 10 days, a municipal infraction will be filed in addition to the penalty

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Rental Inspection Program Fees shall
become effective September 13, 2019.

PASSED this _____ day of September, 2019.

APPROVED this ______ day of September, 2019

(Seal)

ATTEST:
_______________________________
Katrina Davis, City Clerk

__________________________________
Michael L. Hansen, Mayor

City of Newton Council Report
Item: Resolution adopting the Rental Housing
Inspection Program Administration Policy.
Summary: The Administration Policy provides
guidance on and sets expectations for the
implementation of the Rental Housing Inspection
Program and Minimum Rental Housing Code.
Financial Impact: None.

Report Number: 19-179
Date: September 3, 2019
Lead Department: Community
Development Department
Recommendation:
Approve

In the Fall of 2018, City Council adopted 18 goals for the 2018-2020 timeframe. Included in
those goals was a desire to amend the rental permit and inspection program. Specifically, the
following was adopted by City Council: “Re-evaluate the current rental inspection program and
consider adoption of a program in which City staff administers the program but actual
inspections are completed by private contractor(s). The new program would include incentives
to landlords who maintain quality properties with no nuisance issues or complaints that require
the involvement of the Newton Police Department.”
The purpose of the Rental Housing Inspection Program is to provide safe and sanitary housing
conditions for the residents of Newton by establishing minimum standards and regular
inspections for all rental housing units in Newton. The authorization to carry out this rental
inspection program is found in the Newton Code of Ordinances: Title XV, Chapter 151.
The purpose of the Rental Housing Inspection Program Administrative Policy is to provide
clear guidance to City staff, landlords, renters, and all other citizens on how the Minimum
Rental Housing Code will be enforced. It provides instructions on when inspections are
required, sets permit renewal deadlines by quadrant, and outlines how a landlord may appeal.
A number of appendices provide additional information including items such as the registration
forms, inspection checklist and complaint form.
Recommendation: City Staff recommends approval of the resolution.

Matt Muckler
City Administrator

RESOLUTION 2019-________

RESOLUTION ADOPTING THE RENTAL HOUSING
INSPECTION PROGRAM ADMINISTRATIVE POLICY
WHEREAS, the 2018-2020 City Council Goals identify “Updating the Rental
Inspection Program as a priority project; and
WHEREAS, the City of Newton 2019 Rental Inspection Program Update requires
a new administrative policy to provide clarity to staff, landlords, renters and all Newton
citizens on how the Minimum Rental Housing Code will be enforced; and
WHEREAS, Rental Housing Inspection Program Administrative Policy aligns with
the Minimum Rental Housing Code and the approved contract for Inspection Services
with Iowa Inspections LLC (Resolution 2019-155);
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of
Newton, Iowa that the Rental Housing Inspection Program Administrative Policy is
hereby adopted.
PASSED this _____ day of September, 2019.

APPROVED this ______ day of September, 2019

(Seal)

ATTEST:
_______________________________
Katrina Davis, City Clerk

__________________________________
Michael L. Hansen, Mayor

City of Newton
Community Development Department
1700 N. 4th Ave. W.
Newton, IA 50208-1926
641-792-6622
www.newtongov.org

Rental Housing Inspection Program
Administration Policy

The Newton City Council passed Resolution Number ___________ on the _____ day of September,
2019, thus establishing a Rental Housing Inspection Program to be in effect on the _____ day of
September, 2019. The purpose of this program is to provide safe and sanitary housing conditions for the
residents of Newton by establishing minimum standards and regular inspections for all rental housing
units in Newton.
The authorization to carry out this program is founded in the Newton Code of Ordinances: Title XV,
Chapter 151, which authorizes inspections of rental properties in order to enforce regulations.
This policy outlines the administrative guidelines to implement and organize the program. The Rental
Housing Inspection Program is administered by the City of Newton Community Development Department
with direction from the Community Development Director and City Planner.

DEFINITIONS:
The following definitions are to be used as a reference when reviewing this administrative policy:
1. DWELLING: Any building which is wholly or partially used or intended to be used for living or
sleeping by human occupants.
2. DWELLING UNIT: Any habitable building, room or group of adjoining habitable rooms located
within a dwelling and forming a single unit with facilities which are used or intended to be used for
living, sleeping, cooking or eating meals. An efficiency unit fails under this definition.
3. INSPECTOR: The official who is charged with the administration and enforcement of this code, or
any duly authorized representative.
4. MAJOR VIOLATION: A violation of the rental housing code that if left as is would constitute an
immediate threat to the life and/or safety of those living in the home (Examples could include: lack
of or damaged water heater, boiler, or furnace flue; smoke detectors are missing, inoperable, or
are improperly placed; storage of flammable liquids in a dwelling; electrical cords, wiring, or
equipment that has begun to fail due to being overloaded or damaged).
5. NO SHOW: When the OWNER of the structure or any other responsible representative
designated by the OWNER do not attend the scheduled inspection.
6. OWNER: Any person who, alone or jointly or severally with others: shall have legal title to any
dwelling unit, with or without accompanying actual possession thereof; or shall have charge care
or control of any dwelling or dwelling unit, as owner or agent of the owner, or as executor,
administrator, trustee or guardian of the estate of the owner. Any such person thus representing
the actual OWNER shall be bound to comply with the provisions of this chapter to the same
extent as if the representative were the OWNER.
7. OWNER’S REPRESENTATIVE: Person who is appointed by a rental property owner to provide
access to the owner’s rental property. The representative must have keys for all portions of the
rental property, must be authorized to act on behalf of the owner concerning compliance with the
requirements of the Rental Housing Inspection Program, and must be at least 18 years of age.
8. RENT: Any form of payment, including but not limited to cash, services, or other valuable
considerations, provided as a condition of occupying a dwelling not owned by the occupant.
9. RENTAL PERMIT: Every owner shall apply for and pay a permit fee for each dwelling unit. It can
also be referred to as being “registered with the City of Newton.”
10. RENTAL UNIT: One dwelling entity within a rental property. If a common area and facilities are
provided in a dwelling for the use of the occupants of units therein, such common area and
facilities shall constitute a part of each rental unit for the purpose of inspection and compliance
with this Rental Housing Inspection Program.
11. TENANT: Person(s) or family occupying a dwelling or rental unit for rent.

September 3, 2019

1

REGISTRATION OF RENTAL PROPERTIES
All rental properties in the City of Newton shall be registered on an annual basis as outlined in the Newton
Code of Ordinances: Title XV, Chapter 151. Annual registration shall be required to provide and ensure
that the City has the most current contact information for the owner (and if applicable, management). At
the time of registration, the owner or owner’s designated representative shall be required to attest that the
rental unit(s) meets building regulations identified in the Newton Code of Ordinances, as summarized in
the Appendix B: Rental Housing Inspection Checklist. Additionally, by submitting a registration application
with the City, the owner is granting consent to an inspection of the rental property by the inspector and/or
the City for the purpose of determining compliance with this Rental Housing Inspection Program.
Registration forms (Attached to this policy as Appendix A: Rental Housing Registration Form) shall be
provided and records maintained by the City of Newton Community Development Department.
An annual per-rental-unit fee shall be paid by the owner or owner’s representative at the time of
registration. The fee shall be established according to the City-adopted fee schedule. All rental properties
were divided into four “quadrants” of the city: Northwest, Northeast, Southeast, and Southwest. These
st
st
quadrants were identified using 1 St as the North-to-South axis and 1 Ave as the East-to-West axis.
The table below highlights the registration deadlines for rental properties throughout the City of Newton:*

Quadrant:

Annual Registration Renewal Deadline:

Northwest
Northeast
Southeast
Southwest

March 31
June 30
September 30
December 31

*Rental property owners will be extended a grace period to appropriately transition the
registration renewal schedule accordingly.
The Community Development Department staff will monitor utility billing signups for rental properties and
compare their known rental units and/or properties with those registered rental properties to ensure that
accurate records are maintained in both areas. The owners of rental properties that are determined to be
not registered with the City shall be contacted by certified letter, which will include a registration form.
Property owners will have thirty (30) calendar days to register their rental property. Failure to do so shall
be considered non-compliant with this Rental Housing Inspection Program and may be subject to
penalties described in the Failure to Comply section.
The property owner shall be responsible for renewing rental registration annually. A Rental Housing
Permit will be provided to the property owner or owner’s representative at the time of registration.
Properties not registered by December 31, 2019, shall be considered non-compliant with this Rental
Housing Inspection Program. Such properties shall be subject to a late fee of $15 per day, per unit until
ten (10) days have passed. At which time, those properties may be subject to penalties described in the
Failure to Comply section. Registration of any new and/or converted property or properties which
changes ownership shall be completed within thirty (30) days of such activity.
If a property’s registration is not renewed, the City of Newton shall send a past due notice and reminder to
the property owner by certified mail. Any rental unit or any property that is not yet paid within thirty (30)
days of that notice will be considered non-compliant to this rental inspection program. A non-compliant
property may have its rental permit revoked, have its occupancy discontinued pursuant to the Newton
Code of Ordinances, and/or the owner may be prosecuted for municipal infractions, as described in the
Newton Code of Ordinances and in the Failure to Comply section.
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TRANSFER OF OWNERSHIP
Rental property that is transferred from one owner to another owner shall have thirty (30) calendar days in
which to re-register the rental unit(s) or property under the new owner’s name. No refund(s) shall be given
to property owner(s) for a partial year’s registration. A new owner of a rental property will not be required
to pay a second registration fee if the rental property is registered within thirty (30) calendar days of the
transfer of ownership and the rental property is registered in their name.

RENTAL UNITS OUT OF SERVICE
When and if an owner has a desire to remove a rental unit or property from registration for a minimum of
sixty (60) days, they may file with the City a written notice of the rental unit or property being taken out of
service. While the unit remains out of service, the owner shall not rent or allow anyone to reside within the
rental unit or property until such time as the unit is re-registered with the City of Newton.
Once the rental unit or property is re-registered with the City, the owner shall pay a new rental registration
fee and the property shall be inspected within sixty (60) calendar days of being re-registered.

INSPECTION SCHEDULE
The standard schedule for the inspection of all rental properties shall be once every three (3) years*. As
an incentive for compliant owners, defined as properties that pass the first inspection – with no noted
concerns from the inspector – will require inspection in four years in lieu of three. For properties that fail
the initial inspection but pass the first re-inspection, those properties will move to the standard inspection
schedule (one inspection every three years). Rental properties that require two or more re-inspections
before passing will need to be inspected every year until they pass on their first inspection at which time
they will move to the standard inspection schedule.
*Any property that has never been inspected or is newly registered with the City will require
immediate inspection. Beginning in 2020, newly registered rental properties shall be inspected
within six (6) months of the property being registered with the City. Subsequent inspection shall be
in accordance with the standard scheduling process previously outlined.
On a rotating basis, owners with rental properties in a designated quadrant will be notified and
inspections will be required. Community Development Department staff will be responsible for notifying
property owners of the timeframe in which they are required to schedule an inspection. Staff shall initiate
an inspection by sending written notices notifying the owner that it is time to schedule an inspection for
their rental properties. Written notices will be sent via US Mail until December 31, 2020, at which time
owners must have a valid email address and share that email address with City staff. The owner/owner’s
representative will be given 30 days from the time the notice is sent to schedule the inspection. It is the
owner/owner’s representative’s responsibility to contact the Inspector to schedule the inspection(s).
Failure to schedule the inspection shall be considered a violation of this program. The City shall not be
responsible for late or misdirected notifications, either by US Mail or by email.
Owners (or representatives) may elect to schedule an inspection at any time before the City-determined
time for inspection. Upon passing this elective inspection, the property will then be placed on the
appropriate inspection schedule (typically three years from the inspection if initial inspection is passed).
The inspector will not perform an inspection if the tenant has not been notified of the inspection by the
owner or owner’s representative, if the owner or owner’s representative does not show up for the
inspection (“No Show”), or if the owner’s representative is not at least 18 years of age.
Properties will NOT be inspected as a part of a contingency for a real estate sales transaction.
The “Inspection Notice” shall consist of the following items:
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Letter stating the following minimum items:
o Date by which the inspection must be scheduled;
o Address of property to be inspected including number of unit(s) to be inspected; and
o Contact information for the Rental Inspector.
A copy of the Rental Inspection Checklist (Appendix B) and Rental Inspection Form (Appendix C)

If necessary, re-inspections shall be scheduled after the initial inspection by the inspector. The inspector
shall document all inspections and provide records to the Community Development Department.

INSPECTIONS
The property owner will pay for the inspection at the time it is conducted. If the inspection is conducted by
a contracted entity, the owner/owner’s representative shall pay the inspector directly for the inspection at
the time of inspection. Inspection fees will be established in accordance with the adopted fee schedule
and, if relevant, the approved contract with the contracted entity.
The inspector shall conduct the inspection in-person and shall visually inspect all exterior and interior
spaces of the rental property. The inspector shall inspect all sides of the exterior structure and the
grounds of the property. The inspector shall inspect every room in the rental property. The inspection
shall be focused on building regulations identified in the Newton Code of Ordinances, as summarized in
the Rental Housing Inspection Checklist (Appendix B). A rental property is considered to have “passed”
the inspection once the inspector completes an inspection, finds no violations, and submits their approval
to issue the Rental Permit. The completed and signed Rental Permit will remain on file in the Community
Development Department. A digital copy of the completed form may be provided to the property owner or
owner’s representative, if requested.
It is the inspector’s responsibility to determine if a particular violation constitutes a major violation. If a
major violation – summarized, but not limited to, the list below – is found, a mandatory re-inspection is
required within forty-eight (48) hours. If a major violation is identified, the inspector may deem the rental
property or rental unit uninhabitable until corrections are made and a re-inspection has been completed.

MAJOR VIOLATIONS REQUIRING A MANDATORY 48-HOUR REINSPECTION:
1. Smoke detectors and carbon monoxide detectors (if applicable) that are missing, inoperable, or are
improperly placed.
2. Storage of flammable liquids in a dwelling.
3. Fuel fired equipment with missing or inoperable flues.
4. Electrical cords or wiring that shows signs of failure.
5. Inoperable heating system during winter months, generally considered between November and
March.
6. Other life safety issues or items as determined by the designated inspector.
If the above items are not corrected prior to re-inspection, the property shall be considered non-compliant
with this Rental Housing Inspection Program and may be subject to penalties described in the Failure to
Comply section. In accordance with the Newton Code of Ordinances, immediate vacation of the property
may be required.

MINOR VIOLATIONS REQUIRING SIXTY (60) DAY REINSPECTION:
All other violations shall be corrected within sixty (60) calendar days of the original inspection. If the
violations are not corrected prior to re-inspection, the property shall be considered non-compliant with this
Rental Housing Inspection Program and may be subject to penalties described in the Failure to Comply
section. This may include the revocation of the rental permit and the immediate vacation of the rental
property and/or rental unit(s).
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NO SHOWS
The inspector shall meet the owner or the owner’s representative at the agreed upon date, time, and
location. The property owner shall be assessed a $50 “No Show” fee for each time the owner or owner’s
representative fails to be present at a scheduled inspection.
Consideration will be given to property owners who contact the Inspector a minimum of two (2) business
days prior to the date of the inspection to reschedule a rental inspection due to an unexpected conflict
and/or the inability to get a contractor onsite to correct the violations. This shall not apply to violations
which require a forty-eight (48) hour follow-up inspection. If a rental inspection is rescheduled more
than once, a $50 “No Show” fee will be assessed to the property owner for each rescheduling.
The inspector will not perform an inspection if the tenant has not been notified of the inspection, if the
owner or owner’s representative does not show up for the inspection, or if the owner’s representative is
not at least 18 years of age. In each of these cases, a $50 “No Show” fee will be assessed to the property
owner.

TENANT COMPLAINTS
Only current tenants of a rental property or unit(s) may file complaints of violation regarding a rental
housing property. Complaints shall be made in writing using the Rental Housing Complaint Form
(Appendix E) and delivered to the Community Development Department. Inspections based on a
complaint will not be conducted if the Rental Property Complaint Form is not completed.
At the time the complaint is made, City staff will ask the tenant for any other type of documentation s/he
may have. The tenant shall be required to certify s/he has registered a complaint with the owner or
owner’s representative at least fourteen (14) days prior to filing the complaint with the City, unless the
complaint is regarding a major violation. For example, any pictures of damages or correspondence
(letters/emails) sent to or received from the landlord. The tenant will be advised that the property owner
will be notified regarding the complaint and a determination will be made on the validity and severity of
the complaint and if an inspection is warranted. City staff will contact the owner (and if appropriate, the
owner’s representative) by phone within two (2) business days if a complaint falls under the purview of
this Rental Housing Inspection Program.
If the complaint is regarding an item not covered by the Rental Housing Inspection Program, the tenant
shall be informed of such and no further action shall be taken.
However, if a complaint is indeed within the purview of this program, a rental inspection shall be
scheduled within seven (7) business days of the complaint. If violations exist at the time of the inspection,
the inspector will document utilizing the same procedures as if a normally-scheduled inspection was
performed. The tenant will be contacted regarding the outcome of the inspection. The inspection form
shall be made available to the tenant upon request.
Complaints regarding major violations, which would require a mandatory forty-eight (48) hour reinspection during a normal rental inspection, will require that an inspection be scheduled within forty-eight
(48) hours of receipt of the complaint – excluding weekends or holidays.
Any complaint that requires an on-site inspection shall have an associated re-inspection fee. If the
complaint is found to have merit and violations are found at the rental property, the property owner will be
responsible for paying the re-inspection fee directly to the inspector and resolving the founded violations.
If the complaint is found to have no merit and violations are not found at the rental property, the City of
Newton will be responsible for paying the re-inspection fee. The City of Newton Community Development
Department shall maintain the record of each complaint and the outcome of the complaint as a part of the
rental program.
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APPEALS
The Building and Trades Board, as defined in the Newton Code of Ordinances, shall serve as the appeals
board.
An owner or owner’s representative of a property who decides to file an appeal regarding a notice of
violation of their rental property or unit(s) shall complete an appeal form provided by the City of Newton
(Appendix D). This appeal must be filed with the Community Development Department within sixty (60)
days of the initial inspection. The Building and Trades Board shall then schedule a hearing within thirty
(30) days. City staff shall compile information related to the inspection and/or identified violation. At the
Building and Trades Board hearing, City staff or their representative shall present evidence of the
violation and the rental property owner will be provided an opportunity to state his/her perspective on the
need to reconsider the final decision. The Building and Trades Board shall provide a ruling within ten (10)
days after the hearing. If the owner is not satisfied with the ruling, the owner may file an appeal of
decision to a court of competent jurisdiction within thirty (30) days of the date of the Board’s decision. If
the decision of the Board is not appealed, it shall become final.

FAILURE TO COMPLY
Rental properties and/or rental units that fail to comply with the Rental Housing Inspection Program shall
be referred to the Rental Program Administrator and City Attorney for prosecution as a municipal
infraction. Failure to comply with this program, including but not limited to failure to register a property,
may result in a penalty fee, the revocation of a rental permit, and/or a requirement to vacate the property.

ANNUAL REPORT
The City of Newton Community Development Department shall provide an annual report to the Newton
City Council. The report shall provide data on the number of rental housing units in the City and the
frequency and type of violations that have been found in the previous year. The report shall be prepared
near the end of each calendar year – beginning in 2020.
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Community Development Department
1700 N. 4th Ave. W.
Newton, IA 50208-1926
641-792-6622
www.newtongov.org

Rental Housing Inspection Program Administrative Policy – Appendix A:

Rental Housing Registration
Form

DATE: _______________
PROPERTY ADDRESS: _________________________________________________
(If multiple addresses: please attach)
TOTAL NO. OF UNITS: _________
OWNER NAME: _______________________________________________________
OWNER ADDRESS: ____________________________________________________
Street
City
State
Zip
TELEPHONE: (HOME) _____________ (WORK) _______________
E-MAIL: ______________________________________________
SECONDARY CONTACT IF APPLICABLE (MANAGER / REPRESENTATIVE)
NAME: ___________________________
TELEPHONE: _____________________
E-MAIL: ______________________________________________

OWNER OR SECONDARY CONTACT MUST BE AVAILABLE IN CASE OF
EMERGENCY
I hereby apply for a City of Newton Rental housing permit for the above described property. I understand
that the issuance of a permit does not imply that the above rental dwelling complies with the requirements
of the City of Newton Minimum Rental Housing Code and that the permit may be revoked if, after
inspection, it is found that the unit/room does not substantially comply with the provisions of the Housing
Code. I agree to notify the Newton Community Development Department within Thirty (30) days of any
change in address, phone number or secondary contact information.

DATE: __________________ SIGNATURE: _______________________________
______________________________________________________________________

Total units ___________________ x $15.00 =________________________________
Total __________________________
Property shall pass Rental Inspection prior to permit being issued
Make checks payable to: City of Newton 1700 N 4th Ave W Newton, Iowa 50208
APPLICATION AND PAYMENT DUE WITHIN THIRTY (30) DAYS

Rental Housing Inspection Program Administrative Policy – Appendix B:

City of Newton
Rental Inspection

Community Development Department
1700 N. 4th Ave. W.
Newton, IA 50208-1926
641-792-6622
www.newtongov.org

Checklist

All rental properties within the City of Newton must be registered by December 31, 2019, and
must be regularly inspected according to the schedule in the Administrative Policy. The checklist
below is a simplified summary of items that will be inspected during the inspection process. This
document should be understood as general guidance to the Rental Housing Inspection Program
and should not be construed as a legally binding code. More information and references to the
Newton Municipal Code can be found in Appendix: Inspection Form.
ADMINISTRATIVE COMPLIANCE







Property owner applies for minimum rental
housing occupancy permit for each dwelling
unit before tenants can be allowed.
Ownership (and, if applicable, management)
contact information clearly identified on the
application.
Rental Housing Permit applied for and renewed
each year.
Inspection conducted once every three years
for properties (landlord submits payment
directly to inspector).
Registration and permit fees paid and
addressed to “City of Newton.”
Contact information posted visibly on site.









INTERIOR AREAS/STRUCTURE


EXTERIOR AREAS/STRUCTURE











Property has address number(s) clearly visible
from the street.
Roof and walls not deteriorated and don’t have
paint peeling in excess of 50% of the total area.
Accessory building(s) and fence(s) are in
acceptable condition.
Doors are operable and locks are functional.
Windows and skylights are operable and
undamaged. No torn screens or broken
windowpanes.
Chimneys appear to be structurally safe and
undamaged.
Foundation appears to be in adequate and in
good repair
Property does not have broken, rotten, split, or
buckled walls.
Stairways, porches, decks, and balconies have
flooring, supports, and handrails in acceptable
condition.
Site appears to have adequate grading and
drainage.

Known cisterns, wells, or other hazards are
fenced, covered, or filled.
Property is not overgrown with weeds or brush.
Yard is properly mowed.
Property does not have an accumulation of
garbage, junk, rubbish, or debris.
Property is not providing habitation for rodents,
wild animals, or other vermin.
Property doesn’t have illegal vehicles on site.
Property does not have unsafe storage of
combustible material.
If the property has guttering, it is in a safe and
acceptable condition.











Walls, ceilings, and floors are structurally sound
and in acceptable condition. No splitting,
sagging, leaning, or buckling due to defective
material or deterioration.
The building is maintained in a safe and
sanitary manner.
There is adequate counter and appliances to
prepare and store food.
All stairs are in acceptable condition. All stairs
must have handrails and balusters or similar
feature(s) that prevents a fall hazard from the
open-side.
Handrails are firmly fastened and in acceptable
condition for all stairs.
All habitable rooms are provided with adequate
electrical service for proper illumination. Natural
light is provided in all habitable rooms.
There is adequate ventilation and no signs of
leakage or mold inside.
The carpet is not excessively ripped or torn
creating a possible trip hazard.
There is no evidence of mice or rodents.

PLUMBING






Rental unit has use of functioning kitchen sink,
toilet, and bathtub or shower.
All applicable plumbing fixtures have hot and
cold water and are connected to sanitary sewer
system with proper clearance for usage and
cleaning.
Bathrooms provide adequate privacy and
ventilation for users.
Clothes dryer properly vented to the outside
with manufacturer’s instructions.

FIRE SAFETY REQUIREMENTS





ELECTRICAL/MECHANICAL














Electrical service is properly maintained and is
sufficient to support the electrical usage.
Adequate clearance for service is provided on
the control side of all HVAC and utility
appliances.
Each unit has heating facilities capable of
maintaining a room temperature of 68 degrees
Fahrenheit in all habitable rooms and
bathrooms. Cooking appliances and portable
heating units shall not be used to provide
heating to meet requirement.
All electrical equipment, wiring, lighting, and
appliances are properly installed and
maintained in a safe and approved manner. No
unsafe, exposed wiring is in the living area.
Electrical panels are accessible, clearly
marked, and circuits are properly labeled.
Fuel-fired equipment has appropriate and
functioning flues and shutoff valves.
Every habitable room and every bathroom
contains at least one (1) properly installed
electrical outlet.
Every laundry room contains at least one (1)
grounded-type receptacle or a ground-fault
circuit interrupter (GFCI).
There are cover plates on all outlets, switches,
and junction boxes.
GFCI outlets installed for all outlets within six
(6) feet of a water source.
Water heaters have a properly installed
pressure relief valve (PRV) with the discharge
pipe reaching to within six inches of the floor.








Place one smoke alarm in each sleeping room.
Place one smoke alarm immediately outside of
sleep areas (e.g., hallway). Place at least one
smoke alarm on each floor, including the
basement.
All sleeping rooms have safe and appropriate
access to a functioning window for egress.
Each unit has an appropriately-sized, ABCrated fire extinguisher.
o For single-family properties, one
properly maintained fire extinguisher,
with a minimum size of 1-A 5-BC, must
be present within the home.
o For multi-family properties, there must
be a minimum 2-A 10-BC extinguisher –
checked and tagged by a qualified
service person annually – located within
75 feet of each unit’s main entrance with
a minimum of one (1) per floor or within
each unit.
Place one carbon monoxide detector
immediately outside of each separate sleeping
area in the immediate vicinity of the bedrooms
(e.g., hallway). There must be at least one
carbon monoxide detector on each floor,
including the basement (Only applies to
properties with a potential carbon monoxide
source).
Fire alarm and suppression systems properly
installed and operational where required.
Two clear and passable egress routes exist for
each floor above the first floor. Exit signs are in
working condition.
All egress doors and windows are operable
from the inside without the need for keys,
special knowledge, or effort.
All fire resistance rating of walls, fire stops,
floors, and doors, etc. are properly maintained.
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Rental Inspection

Community Development Department
1700 N. 4th Ave. W.
Newton, IA 50208-1926
641-792-6622
www.newtongov.org

City of Newton
Checklist

INSPECTION DATE:
INSPECTOR NAME:
RENTAL ADDRESS (+UNIT #):
OWNER/REP NAME:
INITIAL/RE-INSPECTION/COMPLAINT:
EXTERIOR AREA/STRUCTURE

1.
2.

Approved?
Yes / No / N/A
☐
☐
☐
☐

3.
4.
5.

☐
☐
☐

☐
☐
☐

6.
7.
8.
9.

☐
☐
☐
☐

☐
☐
☐
☐

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.

☐
☐
☐
☐
☐
☐
☐

☐
☐
☐
☐
☐
☐
☐

☐

☐
☐
☐

1) Address numbers clearly visible from the street.
2) Roof and walls are not deteriorated and do not have paint peeling in excess of 50% of
the total area.
3) Accessory building(s) and fence(s) are in acceptable condition.
4) Doors are operable and locks are functional.
5) Windows and skylights are operable and undamaged. No torn screens or broken
windowpanes.
6) Chimneys appear to be structurally safe and undamaged.
7) Foundation appears to be adequate and in good repair.
8) Property does not have broken, rotten, split, or buckled walls.
9) Stairways, porches, decks, and balconies have flooring, supports, and handrails in
acceptable condition.
10) Site appears to have adequate grading and drainage.
11) Known cisterns, wells, or other hazards are fenced, covered, or filled.
12) Property is not overgrown with weeds or brush. Yard is properly mowed.
13) Property is not providing habitation for rodents, wild animals, or other vermin.
14) Property does not have any illegal vehicles on site.
15) Property does not have unsafe storage of combustible material.
16) If the property has guttering, it is in a safe and acceptable condition.

INTERIOR AREA/STRUCTURE

1.

Approved?
Yes / No / N/A
☐
☐

2.
3.
4.

☐
☐
☐

☐
☐
☐

5.
6.

☐
☐

☐
☐

7.
8.
9.

☐
☐
☐

☐
☐
☐

☐
☐
☐

☐

1) Walls, ceilings, and floors are structurally sound and in acceptable condition. No
splitting, sagging, leaning, or buckling due to defective material or deterioration.
2) The building is maintained in a safe and sanitary manner.
3) There is adequate counter and appliances to prepare and store food.
4) All stairs are in acceptable condition. All stairs must have handrails and balusters or
similar feature(s) that prevents a fall hazard from the open-side.
5) Handrails are firmly fastened and in acceptable condition for all stairs.
6) All habitable rooms are provided with adequate electrical service for proper illumination.
Natural light is provided in all habitable rooms.
7) There is adequate ventilation and no signs of leakage or mold inside.
8) The carpet not excessively ripped or torn creating a possible trip hazard.
9) There is no evidence of mice or rodents.

PLUMBING

1.
2.
3.
4.

Approved?
Yes / No / N/A
☐
☐
☐
☐
☐
☐

☐
☐

☐
☐

1) Rental unit has use of functioning kitchen sink, toilet, and bathtub or shower.
2) All applicable plumbing fixtures have hot and cold water and are connected to sanitary
sewer system with proper clearance for usage and cleaning.
3) Bathrooms provide adequate privacy and ventilation for users.
4) Clothes dryer properly vented to the outside in accordance with manufacturer’s
instructions.

ELECTRICAL / MECHANICAL

1.
2.

Approved?
Yes / No / N/A
☐
☐
☐
☐

3.

☐

☐

4.

☐

☐

5.
6.
7.

☐
☐
☐

☐
☐
☐

☐

8.

☐

☐

☐

9.
10.
11.

☐
☐
☐

☐
☐
☐

☐

1) Electrical service is properly maintained and is sufficient to support the electrical usage.
2) Adequate clearance for service is provided on the control side of all HVAC and utility
appliances.
3) Each unit has heating facilities capable of maintaining a room temperature of 68
degrees Fahrenheit in all habitable rooms and bathrooms. Cooking appliances and
portable heating units shall not be used to provide heating to meet requirement.
4) All electrical equipment, wiring, lighting, and appliances are properly installed and
maintained in a safe and approved manner. No unsafe, exposed wiring is in the living
area.
5) Electrical panels are accessible, clearly marked, and circuits are properly labeled.
6) Fuel-fired equipment has appropriate and functioning flues and shutoff valves.
7) Every habitable room and every bathroom contains at least one (1) properly installed
electrical outlet.
8) Every laundry room contains at least one (1) grounded-type receptacle or a groundfault circuit interrupter (GFCI).
9) There are cover plates on all outlets, switches, and junction boxes.
10) GFCI outlets installed for all outlets within six (6) feet of a water source.
11) Water heaters have a properly installed pressure relief valve (PRV) with the discharge
pipe reaching to within six inches of the floor.

FIRE SAFETY

1.

Approved?
Yes / No / N/A
☐
☐

2.
3.

☐
☐

☐
☐

4.

☐

☐

☐

5.
6.

☐
☐

☐
☐

☐
☐

7.

☐

☐

8.

☐

☐

1) Each sleeping room, immediately outside of sleeping areas, and each floor has an
operable smoke alarm.
2) All sleeping rooms have safe and appropriate access to a functioning window for
egress.
3) Each unit has an appropriately-sized, ABC-rated fire extinguisher – checked and
tagged by a qualified service person annually – located within 75 feet of the unit’s main
entrance with a minimum of one (1) per floor.
4) One carbon monoxide detector immediately outside of each separate sleeping area in
the immediate vicinity of the bedrooms (e.g., hallway). There must be at least one
carbon monoxide detector on each floor, including the basement (Only applied to
properties with a potential carbon monoxide source).
5) Fire alarm and suppression systems properly installed and operational where required.
6) Two clear and passable egress routes exist for each floor above the first floor. Exist
signs are in working condition.
7) All egress doors and windows are operable from the inside without the need for keys,
special knowledge, or effort.
8) All fire resistance rating of walls, fire stops, floors, and doors are properly maintained.

Rental Housing Inspection Program Administrative Policy – Appendix D:

Rental Housing Appeal Form
Community Development Department
1700 N. 4th Ave. W.
Newton, IA 50208-1926
641-792-6622
www.newtongov.org

Only current tenants of a rental property/unit may file a complaint regarding a rental housing
property using this form.

DATE APPEAL
FILED:

PROPERTY ADDRESS (+UNIT #):
PROPERTY OWNER NAME:
OWNER PHONE # + EMAIL:
REPRESENTATIVE NAME:
REP. PHONE # + EMAIL:


Is the property currently occupied and / or rented?
o Please circle: ( Y / N )



Date last inspected:

Violation Being Appealed – Please describe the violation noted by the inspector and your reasons for
appealing the inspector’s interpretation of the Newton Code of Ordinances. Please attached any
additional documents, such as pictures or independent reviews.

I understand that this appeal will be sent to the City of Newton Building and Trades Board for a ruling. I understand that I
am expected to comply with this ruling. If I am unsatisfied with this ruling, I can request a hearing and ruling by the City of
Newton City Council. These hearings and rulings are not intended to debate changes to the Newton Code of Ordinances,
but rather to provide a ruling or interpretation of existing code.

SIGNATURE:
Official Use Only

Appeal Received By:
Building and Trades Board Appeals Hearing Date:
Building and Trade Board Appeals Ruling – Circle one:

(Overturned / Upheld)

Rental Housing Inspection Program Administrative Policy – Appendix E:

Rental Housing Complaint Form
Community Development Department
1700 N. 4th Ave. W.
Newton, IA 50208-1926
641-792-6622
www.newtongov.org

Only current tenants of a rental property/unit may file a complaint regarding a rental housing
property using this form.

TENANT NAME:

DATE:

PHONE NUMBER:
PROPERTY ADDRESS (please include unit #):
OWNER/MANAGER NAME:
OWNER ADDRESS:
Street

City

TELEPHONE: (HOME)

State

Zip

(WORK)

E-MAIL:



Do you currently live at this residence?
o Please circle: ( Y / N )
Did you register a complaint with your landlord at least 14 days prior to this?
o Please circle: ( Y / N )
DATE FILED:

Description of Complaint – Please describe the complaint in full detail including dates and times if
appropriate. Continue complaint on back of this form if additional space is needed.

Please attach any additional information, such as pictures displaying problems, communications with the
owner/manager prior to this complaint, and/or any other supporting information.
I understand that by filing this complaint that the City of Newton will make contact with the property owner or owner’s representative
to investigate the problem. I also understand that the City will only investigate complaints that are from the current tenants of the
property and that the name of reporting tenant is public information and will be released to the owner at the time of notice. The City
will make contact with the owner or owner’s representative within two (2) business days of the date of this complaint is received. I
understand that there are some items in which the City may not be able to assist and that in those cases the City will notify me
using the contact information provided above. Finally, I understand that if the complaint is found to lack merit, I will be responsible
for paying the inspector the $75 inspection fee. I certify that all the information on this form is true and correct.
- Inspection will take place within 10 business days -

SIGNATURE:
Official Use Only

Complaint Received By:

$75 Inspection Fee Collected? (Y / N)

Owner Notified Date:

Inspection Conducted? (Y / N)

Inspection Date:

Violations Found? (Y / N)

Inspector Assigned:

Deposit Returned / Fee Collected? (Y / N)

City of Newton Council Report
Item: Resolution authorizing the filing of a 657A.10A
petition for ownership of property at 309 South 8th
Avenue West and 909 East 7th Street North in
Newton, Jasper County, Iowa.
Summary: The structures at these properties have
been abandoned by the property owners. The
657A.10A process will allow the City to acquire the
property with clean title, demolish the structures, and
have property ready for redevelopment.
Financial Impact: $3,500 to 4,500 per property in
legal and court fees to be paid from the D&D Bonded
Funds

Report Number: 19-180
Date: September 3, 2019
Lead Department: Community
Development Department
Recommendation:
Approve

Summary: The subject property at 309 South 8th Avenue East has been abandoned by its property owner.
There are liens on the property for past due amounts owed for garbage/water/sewer. Doors and windows
are boarded up. The property is overgrown and the roof on the garage is collapsing.
The subject property at 909 East 7th Street North also has been abandoned by its property owner. The
property has a hole in the roof. The City placed a Notice and Order on the property earlier this year that has
gone un-responded to by the property owner.
The State Code 657A.10A process allows cities to petition the court for ownership of abandoned buildings.
Funding Source: D&D Bonded Funds will be utilized to pay for the legal costs associated with acquiring
the property through the process authorized by State Code 657A.10A. The homes will be demolished upon
award of a court title.
Recommendation: City Staff recommends approval.

Matt Muckler
City Administrator

309 South 8th AVE West

909 East 7th Street North

RESOLUTION NO. 2019 – _______
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE FILING OF A 657A.10A PETITION FOR
OWNERSHIP OF PROPERTY AT 309 SOUTH 8TH AVENUE WEST AND 909 EAST
7TH STREET NORTH N NEWTON, JASPER COUNTY, IOWA.
WHEREAS, the City of Newton has established a Dangerous and Dilapidated
Building Program through which it acquires real estate for sale and redevelopment, and,
WHEREAS, State of Iowa Code 657A.10A allows for cities to petition for
ownership of abandoned buildings, and the property 309 South 8th Avenue West and at
909 East 7th Street North in Newton meet the criteria of abandoned buildings;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of Newton, Iowa:
That staff is directed to file a petition for the following property in accordance with State
of Iowa Code 657A.10A for ownership of the abandoned building at
309 South 8th Avenue West, legally described as:
PART OF LOTS 5, 6, AND 7 IN LAMBERT’S SUBDIVISION IN THE NORTHWEST QUARTER OF THE
SOUTHWEST QUARTER OF SECTION 34, TOWNSHIP 80 NORTH, RANGE 19 WEST OF THE 5TH P.M., IN
THE CITY OF NEWTON, JASPER COUNTY, IOWA, DESCRIBED AS: COMMENCING AT A POINT 20
FEET NORTH AND 138 FEET WEST OF THE SOUTHEAST CORNER OF SAID LOT 7 IN LAMBERT’S
SUBDIVISION, RUN THENCE WEST TO THE WEST LINE OF SAID LOT 7, THENCE RUN NORTH TO THE
SOUTH LINE OF SOUTH 8TH AVENUE WEST, AS NOW LOCATED, THENCE RUN IN A
SOUTHEASTERLY DIRECTION ALONG SAID SOUTHERLY LINE TO SAID AVENUE TO A POINT DUE
NORTH OF PLACE OF BEGINNING, RUN THENCE SOUTH TO PLACE OF BEGINNING.

909 East 7th Street North, legally described as:
LOT B OF BLOCK NINE OF EDMUNDSON’S ADDITION TO THE CITY OF NEWTON, JASPER COUNTY,
IOWA AS SHOWN IN PLAT BOOK “C”, PAGE 89 IN THE OFFICE OF THE RECORDER OF SAID
COUNTY.

PASSED this _______ day of September, 2019.
APPROVED this _______ day of September, 2019.
______________________________
Michael L. Hansen, Mayor
ATTEST:
______________________________
Katrina Davis, City Clerk

City of Newton Council Report
Item: Resolution awarding contract for the Public
Works Shop Heater Replacement Project.
Report Number: 19-181
Summary: To approve contract for installation of a
minimum 150,000 BTU/HR radiant heat system in the public
works maintenance shop.

Financial Impact: $17,585.00 from the road use tax
fund.

Date: September 3, 2019
Lead Department: Public Works
Department
Recommendation:
Approve

Background:
The Public Works City Garage Shop has an outdated radiant heating system that was part of the
original building when purchased in the late 1980’s. Repair parts are no longer available for the
system and the unit does not operate efficiently. The public works shop heater project was approved
through the 2019-2020 budget process.
Quotes were sought for removal of the old system and installation of a new radiant heat system and
the following were received.
Bid Amount
Company
Brookwood, Inc., Newton, Iowa
$17,585.00
Dickerson Mechanical, Colfax, Iowa
$18,496.00
Warnick and Reeves Mechanical, Newton, Iowa
$23,900.00
Baxter Comfort Solutions, Baxter, Iowa
$24,028.00
Brooker Mechanical, Newton, Iowa
$27,483.00

Recommendation:
City Staff recommends approval of the attached resolution to accept and order the contract to the
lowest responsive, responsible bidder for installation of a minimum 150,000 BTU/HR radiant heat
system in the public works city garage shop. The Public Works Director is authorized to proceed with
the public works shop heater project and will be paid from the road use tax fund.

Matt Muckler
City Administrator

RESOLUTION NO. 2019-_______

RESOLUTION AWARDING CONTRACT FOR THE PUBLIC WORKS SHOP HEATER
REPLACEMENT PROJECT

WHEREAS, Newton Public Works has a need to replace the failing and outdated
radiant heat system in the city garage maintenance shop and;
WHEREAS, the Public Works Shop Heater Replacement Project was included in
the Street Road Use Tax Budget; and
WHEREAS, the City of Newton obtained sealed quotes for installation of a
minimum 150,000 BTU/HR radiant heat system and;
WHEREAS, Brookwood Inc. of Newton, Iowa was the lowest responsive,
responsible bidder in the amount of $17,585.00 and;
WHEREAS, City staff recommends that the City award contract to Brookwood
Inc. of Newton, Iowa; and
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Council of Newton, Iowa,
that the bid of Brookwood Inc. of Newton, Iowa, in the amount of seventeen thousand
five hundred eighty five dollars and zero cents ($17,585.00) for installation of a
minimum 150,000 BTU/HR radiant heat system be accepted. The Public Works Director
is authorized to proceed with the public works shop heater replacement project and will
be paid from the road use tax fund.

PASSED this ______ day of _______ 2019.
APPROVED this ______ day of _______ 2019.

Michael L. Hansen, Mayor
ATTEST:

Katrina Davis, City Clerk

