Agenda:

Newton City Council

City Council Meeting
August 05, 2019
6:00 p.m.

City Hall Council Chambers
101 West 4th Street South
Newton, Iowa 50208

Pledge

Pledge of Allegiance

Call to Order

1.

Roll Call

Citizen Participation

2.

This is the time of the meeting that a citizen may address the Council on
matters that are included in the consent agenda or a matter that is not on
the regular agenda. Except in cases of legal emergency, the City Council
cannot take formal action at the meeting, but may ask the City staff to
research the matter or have the matter placed on a subsequent agenda.

Proclamation

3.

American Wind Week, August 11-17, 2019

Presentation

4.

Retired Senior Volunteer Program (RSVP) – Denice Fischer, Director

5.

Jasper County GEMS, Tanya Michener, Vice President

6.

July 10, 2019 Special City Council Meeting Minutes

7.

July 15, 2019 Regular City Council Meeting Minutes

8.

July 29, 2019 Special City Council Meeting Minutes

9.

Approve Liquor License for the following: Approve Okoboji Grill,
LC0033422, 1425 W. 19th St. S., Class C Liquor License, Catering Privilege,
Outdoor Service, Sunday Sales; La Cabana, LC0029523, 2617 1st Ave. E.,
Suite 5&6, Class C Liquor License, Outdoor Service, Sunday Sales.

10.

Resolution appointing Rebecca Decker to serve on the Newton Building
Trades Board for an unexpired term ending December 31, 2021. (No
Council Report)

11.

Resolution Fixing the Amounts to be assessed against individual private
property for the abatement of nuisance violations (Schedule No. 19-04).
(Council Report 19-156)

12.

Resolution approving the donation of pool passes for the Community Pool
Party on August 16, 2019 (Council Report 19-157)

13.

Resolution Setting Date for a Public Hearing on Designation of the 2019
Sports Entertainment Urban Renewal Area and on Urban Renewal Plan
and Project. (Council Report 19-158)

14.

Resolution Authorizing Fund Transfers in FY 19/20. (Council Report 19159)

15.

Resolution Approving 28E Project Agreement Reimbursement #7 to the
Des Moines Area Community College Relating to the DMACC Newton
Campus Expansion Project. (Council Report 19-160)

16.

Approve Bills

Consent Agenda

Public Hearing

17.

Public Hearing on a Resolution awarding contract for the 2019 Parking Lot
Reconstruction Project (Council Report 19-161)
•
•
•

Ordinances

The City parking lot on the northeast corner of the N 2nd Ave W and
W 3rd St N intersection, along with the adjacent sidewalks and alleys,
has deteriorated and is in need of reconstruction.
Newton City Council, at their meeting on July 1, 2019, set dates for
the bid opening and public hearing, and ordered bids for said project.
City Staff recommends that Council award the project to the low
responsive, responsible bidder, TK Concrete, Inc. of Pella, Iowa in the
amount $ 294,972.00.

18.

Resolution awarding contract for the 2019 Parking Lot Reconstruction
Project. (Council Report 19-161)

19.

Second consideration of an ordinance repealing Newton, Iowa Code of
Ordinances 2011 Title 5, Chapter 43, Article 2 - Electric Franchise; and
adding Title 11, Chapter 118 - Electric Franchise to Newton Code of
Ordinances 2016, granting to Interstate Power and Light Company, its
successors and assigns, a nonexclusive twenty-five year franchise to
acquire, construct, erect, maintain, and operate an electric system in the
City of Newton, Iowa and to furnish and sell electric energy to the city and
its inhabitants. (Council Report 19-152)
•

•

20.

First Consideration of an Ordinance Deleting Property From the Tax
Increment Financing District for the Speedway-Prairie Fire Economic
Development Urban Renewal Area of the City of Newton, Iowa, Pursuant
to Section 403.19 of the Code of Iowa. (Council Report 19-162)
•

•

21.

On August 16, 1993 the City of Newton approved an ordinance
granting Iowa Southern Utilities Company a 25-year franchise to
operate an electric utility in Newton.
In 2018 Iowa Southern Utilities, now known as Interstate Power and
Light Company (doing business as Alliant Energy in Newton), began
work with the City on a renewal to their electric franchise.
Staff recommends approval of the ordinance granting Interstate
Power and Light Company a new 25-year electric franchise in
Newton, Iowa.

In order to be prepared for potential future development, it is
desirable to remove a portion of land from the Speedway/Prairie Fire
Urban Renewal Area so that steps can be taken to create a new urban
renewal area which will provide the ability for the City to promote
development on the subject land.
Removal of the property from the Speedway/Prairie Fire Urban
Renewal Area will not negatively impact what remains for the
Speedway/Prairie Fire Urban Renewal area. City Staff recommends
approval.

First Consideration of an Ordinance amending the Code of Ordinances,
City of Newton, Iowa, 2016, Title XV, Chapter 150, “Building Regulations”
and Chapter 151, “Minimum Housing Code”. (Council Report 19-163)
•

City Council identified updating the Rental Inspection Program as one
of eighteen goals for the 2018-2020 period.

•

22.

First Consideration of an Ordinance to amend the Code of Ordinances,
City of Newton, Iowa, 2016, Title XV, Chapter 151, “Minimum Housing
Code”. (Council Report 19-164)
•

•

Resolutions

23.

•

After Council provided the guidance to proceed with a rental program
that utilized a consultant for inspections, City staff contacted 25
inspection services across the State of Iowa.
Three firms responded to the RFQ. City staff reviewed the proposals
and recommends Iowa Inspections, LLC as it was found to be the
highest qualified and able to provide inspections at the lowest cost.

Resolution approving the acquisition of real estate at 416 North 7th
Avenue East in Newton for the D&D Program. (Council Report 19-166)
•

•
25.

Restructuring of the rental program allowed for the separation of the
minimum housing code and the Crime Free Multi-Housing Program
into different sections within the code of ordinances allowing for
greater clarity and efficiency.
Proposed ordinance would require rental property owners/managers
to recertify with Crime Free Multi-Housing training every 3 years and
ordinance language was updated to simplify the points system used
for deeming a rental property a nuisance.

Resolution selecting Iowa Inspections, LLC to serve as the inspection
service provider for the Newton Rental Housing Program. (Council Report
19-165)
•

24.

City staff has prepared ordinance amendments which support a
transition of the program from an in-house inspector to a contract
inspection service. The Property Maintenance Code will provide an
additional tool to address conditions at all properties in Newton.
Changes to the Minimum Housing Code will improve the
effectiveness of the Rental Inspection Program and the Crime Free
Multi-Housing Program.

The single family home at 416 North 7th Avenue East sits adjacent to a
City-owned property, 702 E 4 ST N acquired through the 657A.10A
process. The City property at 702 E 4 ST N is small and constrained
for redevelopment, but with the inclusion of the subject property will
create a nice redevelopment lot. The City has seen redevelopment
success in this corridor through the D&D Program over the past 5
years.
Staff recommends the acquisition at $60,000; the assessed value of
the property is $75,280.

Resolution authorizing the filing of a 657A.10A petition for ownership of
property at 1224 South 9th Avenue East in Newton, Jasper County, Iowa.
(Council Report 19-167)
•

•

This home has been abandoned by the property owner. The
657A.10A process will allow the City to acquire the property with
clean title, demolish the structures, and have property ready for
redevelopment.
The cost for acquiring the structure through the courts process is
approxamately $3,500 to $4,000 in legal and court fees.

26.

Resolution Deleting Property From the Speedway-Prairie Fire Economic
Development Urban Renewal Area. (Council Report 19-168)
•

•

27.

Resolution authorizing the Fire Department to contract for repair of a
ladder truck. (Council Report 19-169)
•
•

28.

During a recent annual inspection of our ladder truck, the inspector
found damage to the ladder that placed the ladder in an “out of
service” condition.
Two estimates were obtained. Staff recommends acceptance of the
repair estimates in the amount of $32,430.08.

Resolution to enter into a Vehicle Loan Agreement with the City of
Grinnell for the Use of a Reserve Ladder Truck. (Council Report 19-170)
•

•

Mayor/Council Comments

In order to be prepared for potential future development, it is
desirable to remove a portion of land from the Speedway/Prairie Fire
Urban Renewal Area in order to create a new urban renewal area
which will provide the ability for the City to promote development on
the subject land.
Removal of the property from the Speedway/Prairie Fire Urban
Renewal Area will not negatively impact what remains for the
Speedway/Prairie Fire Urban Renewal area. City Staff recommends
approval.

During a recent annual safety inspection the ladder truck was found
to have needed repairs serious enough for the ladder to be taken
“out of service” for fire use. It is estimated that repairs will take
approximately four to six weeks to complete.
The City of Grinnell has a ladder truck they have offered for use, free
of charge, until our ladder is repaired. This resolution approves the
conditions of a vehicle loan agreement between the City of Newton
and the City of Grinnell

29.

Adjourn

The City of Newton is pleased to provide reasonable accommodations, in compliance with the Americans
with Disabilities Act, for those individuals or groups who require assistance to be able to participate in the
public meeting. Should special accommodations be required, please contact the City Clerk’s Office at least
48 hours in advance of the meeting, at 641-792-2787 to arrange for accommodations to be provided.
www.NewtonGov.org

SPECIAL CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
JULY 10TH, 2019, 12:00 PM
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS
The City Council of Newton, Iowa met in special session at 12:00 P.M. on the above
date in the Council Chambers at 101 West 4th Street South. Pro Tem Mayor Craig Trotter
presided (via phone). Present Council Members: Hallam, Stonner, Chapé, Trotter, Mullan.
Absent: George.
Moved by Mullan, seconded by Chapé to approve consent agenda.
1. Approve New Star 66, previously Yesway, BCV87729, 405 1st Ave. E., Class C Beer
Permit, Class B Native Wine Permit, Class B Wine Permit, Sunday Sales.
2.

Approve 2019-2020 Cigarette/Tobacco/Nicotine/Vapor Permit for New Star 66, 405 1st
Ave. E. Ayes: Five. Nays: None. Motion Passed.
Moved by Chapé, seconded by Stonner to adjourn the meeting at 12:01 PM.

______________________________
Michael L. Hansen, Mayor
_____________________________
Shawnda Nine, Deputy City Clerk

REGULAR CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
JULY 15, 2019, 6:00 P.M.
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS
The City Council of Newton, Iowa met in regular session at 6:00 P.M. on the above date in the
Council Chambers at 101 West 4th Street South. Mayor Hansen presided. Present Council Members:
Hallam, Stonner, George, Chapé, Trotter, Mullan. Absent: None.
Mayor Hansen asked everyone present to join in saying the Pledge of Allegiance.
During citizen participation Dixie Casady 815 W 6th St S; Jerry Kelley 611 S 5th Ave W; Max
Tipton 1903 S 3rd Ave E spoke regarding issues with fireworks. A request was made to reduce the time
to 8:00 p.m. – 10:00 p.m. and to ban aerial in residential areas. Mike Duffus 2007 E 12th St S. spoke in
regards to Alliant Energy’s rate increase and in opposition of the franchise.
David Hyatt, President of the Iowa Speedway updated council on the changes to the business
strategy to become more visible. He spoke on upcoming events and presented a status update of the
racetrack.
Moved by Trotter, seconded by Chapé to approve consent agenda items 4-13.
4. July 1, 2019 Regular City Council Meeting Minutes
5. Approve Liquor License for the following: Hy-Vee Club Room, LC0044764, 1501 1st Ave. E., , Class
C Liquor License, Class B Wine Permit, Catering Privilege, Sunday Sales, Outdoor Service; Hy-Vee
Gas, BC0029242, 1421 1st Ave. E., Class C Beer Permit, Sunday Sales; Walgreens, change in
ownership, LE0002171, 1204 1st Ave. E., Class E Liquor License, Class B Wine Permit, Class C
Beer Permit, Sunday Sales.
6. Resolution Levying the Amounts to be assessed against individual private property for the abatement
of nuisance violations (Schedule No. 19-03). Resolution 2019-138 adopted.
7. Resolution awarding a contract for the 2019 Westwood Golf Course Vault Restroom Project.
Resolution 2019-139 adopted.
8. Resolution ordering bids, approving plans, specifications and form of contract and notice to bidders,
and ordering clerk to publish notice and fixing a date for receiving same, and for a public hearing on
plans, specifications, form of contract and estimate of costs for the 1st Ave E (Hwy 6) HMA
Resurfacing Project (from approx. 300’ West of E 14th St to Iowa Speedway Dr.) Resolution 2019140 adopted.
9. Resolution approving the donation of golf passes for prizes at the inaugural Newton Charity Classic
Golf Tournament. Resolution 2019-141 adopted.
10. Resolution approving the purchase of a Tee Mower for Westwood Golf Course. Resolution 2019-142
adopted.
11. Resolution authorizing the purchase of a Work Cart for West Wood Golf Course. Resolution 2019143 adopted.
12. Resolution renewing the insurance package with Iowa Communities Assurance Pool (ICAP).
Resolution 2019-144 adopted.
13. Approve Bills
AYES: Six. NAYS: None. Consent agenda items approved.
Mayor Hansen stated that this is the time and place for a Public Hearing on a ordinance repealing
Newton, Iowa Code of Ordinances 2011 Title 5, Chapter 43, Article 2 - Electric Franchise; and adding
Title 11, Chapter 118 - Electric Franchise to Newton Code of Ordinances 2016, granting to Interstate
Power and Light Company, its successors and assigns, a nonexclusive twenty-five year franchise to
acquire, construct, erect, maintain and operate an electric system in the City of Newton, Iowa and to
furnish and sell electric energy to the city and its inhabitants. There were no written comments. Moved
by Hallam, seconded by George, to close the public hearing. AYES: Six. NAYS: None. The public
hearing was closed. Moved by Hallam, seconded by George to adopt the first consideration of the
ordinance. Brian Laube, Community Services Manager, stated the changes to the agreement would
include requiring restoration work to City standards, a no-cost right of way permit, clearance for tree
removal in the right of way, regulations on hanging banners, and language regarding opening the
agreement in the event of a franchise fee. AYES: Six. NAYS: None. First Consideration passed.
Moved by Chapé, seconded by Mullan to adopt a Resolution adopting the City of Newton
Training Plan for Emergency Management. AYES: Six. NAYS: None. Resolution 2019-145 adopted.
Moved by Trotter, seconded by George to adopt Resolution approving a contract for
professional services with the Newton Housing Development Corporation beginning July 15, 2019 and
ending June 30, 2021. AYES: Six. NAYS: None. Resolution 2019-146 adopted.
Moved by Chapé, seconded by Mullan to adopt a Resolution approving amendment to the
contract for the consulting services of the Office of the State Archeologist for the completion of the
National Register of Historic Places Nomination of Two Residential Historic Districts along First Avenue
East and West. AYES: Six. NAYS: None. Resolution 2019-147 adopted.
During staff reports, Katrina Davis provided an Administration update.

During Mayor/Council Comments Mayor Hansen indicated that he met a former Newton
resident while on vacation in Branson, Mo who is now a professional entertainer and won the 2019
Drummer of the Year in Branson. He reminded citizens that Coffee with the Mayor would be held on
Saturday from 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.
Moved by Trotter, seconded by Mullan to adjourn the meeting at 6:59 P.M. Motion unanimously
carried by voice vote.

______________________________
Michael L. Hansen, Mayor

________________________________
Katrina Davis, City Clerk

SPECIAL CITY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
JULY 29TH, 2019, 12:00 PM
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS
The City Council of Newton, Iowa met in special session at 12:00 P.M. on the above
date in the Council Chambers at 101 West 4th Street South. Pro-Tem Mayor Craig Trotter
presided (via phone). Present Council Members: Hallam, Stonner, Chapé, Trotter (via phone),
Mullan. Absent: George.
Moved by Mullan, seconded by Chapé to approve consent agenda.
1. Approve Pour Bastards Pub, LC0045655, 113 1st Ave. E., Class C Liquor License,
Sunday Sales, for outdoor service to be added to current license.
AYES: Five. NAYS: None. Motion passed.
Moved by Mullan, seconded by Stonner to adjourn the meeting at 12:05 PM.

______________________________
Michael L. Hansen, Mayor
_____________________________
Katrina Davis, City Clerk

RESOLUTION NO. 2019 – _______
RESOLUTION APPOINTING REBECCA DECKER TO SERVE
ON THE NEWTON BUILDING TRADES BOARD FOR AN
UNEXPIRED TERM ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2021.

WHEREAS, Jody K. Wright, resigned from serving on the Newton Building
Trades Board leaving a position with an unexpired term; and
WHEREAS, Rebecca Decker, 2770 South 12th Avenue West, has expressed an
interest in serving on the Newton Building Trades Board and is qualified to do so;
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of Newton, Iowa,
that Rebecca Decker is hereby appointed to the Newton Building Trades Board for an
unexpired term ending December 31, 2021.

PASSED this _______ day of August, 2019.
APPROVED this _______ day of August, 2019.

______________________________
Michael L. Hansen, Mayor
ATTEST:

______________________________
Katrina Davis, City Clerk

City of Newton Council Report

Item:
Resolution Fixing the Amounts to be assessed against
individual private property for the abatement of nuisance
violations (Schedule No. 19-04).

Report Number: 19-156
Date:
August 5, 2019

Summary:
The City of Newton abated some nuisances, such as tall
Lead Department/Division:
Community Services
grass/weeds, trash, or snow. These costs remain unpaid by
the property owner(s) and should be assessed to the property
Recommendation:
taxes.
Approve
Financial Impact:
Cost Recovery: $4,237.50

Background:
The City continues to work towards better curb appeal and improved aesthetics within the
community. The City abated violations that remained non-compliant after the initial warning
period.
The attached schedule lists owner, parcel number, address, amount to be assessed, date work
was completed, property legal description, and property valuation.
Recommendation:
City Staff recommends approval of the Resolution fixing the amounts to be assessed against
individual private property for the abatement of nuisance violations.

Rob Burdess
Acting City Administrator

RESOLUTION 2019- ______
RESOLUTION FIXING THE AMOUNTS TO BE ASSESSED AGAINST INDIVIDUAL
PRIVATE PROPERTY FOR THE ABATEMENT OF NUISANCE VIOLATIONS
(SCHEDULE NO. 19-04)

WHEREAS, the City of Newton has abated nuisance violations at the address as found
in Schedule No. 19-04: Assessment for the Expenses for Nuisance Abatement; and
WHEREAS, the City of Newton has maintained a report of the abatement costs for each
individual property as found in Schedule No. 19-04: Assessment for the Expenses for Nuisance
Abatement; and
WHEREAS, the expenses have been billed to the property owner(s) and remain unpaid.
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of Newton, Iowa, that the
Schedule No. 19-04: Assessment for the Expenses for Nuisance Abatement is approved.
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the City Council of Newton, Iowa,
that the City Clerk is hereby directed to prepare, sign, and file in the clerk’s office the Schedule
No. 19-04: Assessment for the Expenses for Nuisance Abatement.
PASSED this _______ day of August, 2019.
APPROVED this _______ day of August, 2019.

_____________________________
Michael L. Hansen, Mayor
ATTEST:
_______________________
Katrina Davis, City Clerk

Schedule 19-04: Assessment for the Expenses for Nuisance Abatement

Deed/Contract Holder

Parcel Number

Property Address

City

Net
Assessed
Property
Value

Abatement
Fee

Admin.
Fee

Total
Amount
Assessed

Legal

Date Abated

US Department of Agriculture

827377009

427 N 8th Ave E

Newton

$73,080

$50.00

$65.00

$115.00

LAMB & KENNEDY'S ADD LOT B & E 16' LOT C BLK 1

6/1/2019

Aliesha Edwards

833203022

921 N 4th Ave W

Newton

$23,760

$50.00

$65.00

$115.00

EXLINE'S ADD PARCEL A WITHIN LOT 1 OUTLOT 1

6/1/2019

Janet Blair

827153002

209 N 13th Ave W

Newton

$80,410

$175.00

$65.00

$240.00

HAMMER & BOYD'S SD LOT 9 OF LOT K

6/1/2019

Judith Hansen

827476022

713 E 10th St N

Newton

$53,760

$50.00

$65.00

$115.00

NORTH EAST ADD 52' X 132' SE COR LOT 2

6/7/2019

Steven Daniels

834351020

309 S 8th Ave W

Newton

$73,310

$50.00

$65.00

$115.00

LAMBERT'S SD W 83.76' OF N 33' LOT 7 & W 83.76'LOT 6 & PART LOT 5 S OF AVE

6/5/2019

Lonnie Faye Martin

834230002

817 N 3rd Ave E

Newton

$10,960

$50.00

$65.00

$115.00

EAST ADD LOT 13 BLK C

6/5/2019

TF PTNs LLC

834230038

200 E 8th St N

Newton

$13,750

$62.50

$65.00

$127.50

LEE'S SD LOT 7

6/5/2019

Rickie Clement

827279007

1024 N 11th Ave E

Newton

$78,270

$175.00

$65.00

$240.00

DODGE'S SD E 95' LOT 1 & S 40' OF E 95' LOT 6 BLK 2 & S 150' OUTLOT C

6/14/2019

US Department of Agriculture

835253006

306 E 19th St S

Newton

$74,920

$50.00

$65.00

$115.00

AURORA HEIGHTS SD LOT 23 BLK A

5/23/2019

Steven Daniels

834351020

309 S 8th Ave W

Newton

$83,950

$125.00

$65.00

$190.00

LAMBERT'S SD W 83.76' OF N 33' LOT 7 & W 83.76'LOT 6 & PART LOT 5 S OF AVE

6/13/2019

Stacey Hill

833152008

1403 1st Ave W

Newton

$56,020

$75.00

$65.00

$140.00

LOT 2 & LOT A SD OF SW NW

6/14/2019

Reed, James

834430001

602 E 8th St S

Newton

$95,580

$100.00

$65.00

$165.00

LINCOLN PLACE ADD LOT 2 BLK 5

6/14/2019

John Gretlein

835151003

1223 1st Ave E

Newton

$45,830

$50.00

$65.00

$115.00

LOT 3 OF LOT G SW NW

5/23/2019

John Gretlein

835151004

1227 1st Ave E

Newton

$52,850

$50.00

$65.00

$115.00

TR 62'X 177' NW COR OF LOT 6 OF LOT G SW NW

5/23/2019

John Gretlein

835151005

1301 1st Ave E

Newton

$47,210

$50.00

$65.00

$115.00

N 177' LOT 6 OF LOT G EXC W 62' SW NW & EX E 50' X 52' OF LOT 6 OF LOT G

5/23/2019

John Gretlein

835151016

1309 1st Ave E

Newton

$22,420

$50.00

$65.00

$115.00

LOT 4 OF LOT G SW NW

5/23/2019

John Gretlein

835151007

1315 1st Ave E

Newton

$37,560

$50.00

$65.00

$115.00

LOT 5 OF LOT G SW NW

5/23/2019

John Gretlein

835151009

1300 S 2nd Ave E

Newton

$24,550

$75.00

$65.00

$140.00

WINPOWER ADD LOT 4 & N 1/2 VAC ST ADJ ON S

5/23/2019

Kesterson Realty

827452012

721 E 7th St N

Newton

$25,600

$75.00

$65.00

$140.00

CLARK'S SD LOTS 2-3

6/18/2019

John Wennihan

835405025

713 E 21st St PL S

Newton

$84,570

$75.00

$65.00

$140.00

AURORA HEIGHTS SD LOT 16 EX NW COR & TR IN SE COR LOT 15 BLK D

6/18/2019

Karen Jaminet

835227012

339 E 25th St N

Newton

$201,990

$105.00

$65.00

$170.00

FAIRMEADOWS ADD PHASE 7 LOT 158

6/18/2019

Linda Coon

833102017

1602 N 2nd Ave W

Newton

$66,150

$75.00

$65.00

$140.00

LEEPER'S HIGHLAND ADD LOT 6 BLK 2 & 1/2 ALLEY ON N

6/17/2019

Carrington Mortgage Services

828457008

522 Hartwig Way

Newton

$59,880

$75.00

$65.00

$140.00

GREENCASTLE PLACE LOT 17 BLK D

6/17/2019

US Department of Agriculture

835303011

1224 S 9th Ave E

Newton

$96,360

$50.00

$65.00

$115.00

STEVEN'S PLACE LOT 16 EX N 105'

6/17/2019

Kelly Dooley

835429016

501 E 27th St S

Newton

$47,770

$50.00

$65.00

$115.00

AURORA HEIGHTS SD LOT 4 BLK W

6/26/2019

US Department of Agriculture

835254029

407 E 21 St S

Newton

$93,070

$50.00

$65.00

$115.00

AURORA HEIGHTS SD LOT 17 BLK F

6/26/2019

Steven Daniels

834351020

309 S 8th Ave W

Newton

$83,950

$50.00

$65.00

$115.00

LAMBERT'S SD W 83.76' OF N 33' LOT 7 & W 83.76'LOT 6 & PART LOT 5 S OF AVE

6/26/2019

Jerome Morris

834162005

324 W 3rd St S

Newton

$170,150

$105.00

$65.00

$170.00

ORIGINAL PLAT LOT 6 OUTLOT 16

6/28/2019

Harold Livengood

833453002

1100 Woodland Drive

Newton

$231,940

$75.00

$65.00

$140.00

ELM PARK AMENDED PLAT LOT 4 SECTION G EX E 20'

6/29/2019

Judith Hansen

827476022

713 E 10th St N

Newton

$58,580

$50.00

$65.00

$115.00

NORTH EAST ADD 52' X 132' SE COR LOT 2

6/30/2019

Lonnie Faye Martin

834230002

817 N 3rd Ave E

Newton

$7,680

$50.00

$65.00

$115.00

EAST ADD LOT 13 BLK C

6/30/2019

Total

$4,237.50

City of Newton Council Report

Item:
Resolution approving the donation of pool passes for the
Community Pool Party on August 16, 2019.

Report Number: 19-157
Date:
August 5, 2019

Summary:
This resolution would approve the donation of four 2020
season passes to Maytag Pool to be given away as
prizes at the Community Pool Party on August 16, 2019.

Lead Department/Division:
Community Services
Recommendation:
Approve

Financial Impact:
Total value of passes is $200.00

Background:
The Community Services Division is hosting a free, Community Pool Party on Friday night,
August 16th. As part of this event, some drawings are planned to give away a few prizes.
This resolution seeks approval to donate to this event four 2020 season passes to Maytag
Pool ($200 value) to be given away as prizes.
Recommendation:
City Staff recommends acceptance of this resolution authorizing the Community Services
Division to provide four 2020 season passes to Maytag Pool to be given away as prizes at the
Community Pool Party on August 16, 2019.

Rob Burdess
Acting City Administrator

RESOLUTION 2019- ______
RESOLUTION APPROVING THE DONATION OF POOL AND GOLF
PASSES FOR THE NEWTON HOUSING DEVELOPMENT
CORPORATION’S OPEN HOUSE ON MAY 18, 2019.

WHEREAS, the Community Services Division is hosting a free, Community Pool Party
on Friday night, August 16th; and
WHEREAS, as part of this event, some drawings are planned to give away a few prizes;
and
WHEREAS, this resolution seeks approval to donate to this event four 2020 season
passes to Maytag Pool ($200 value) to be given away as prizes.
NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of Newton, Iowa, that this
resolution is hereby approved authorizing the Community Services Division to provide four 2020
season passes to Maytag Pool to be given away as prizes at the Community Pool Party on
August 16, 2019.
PASSED this _______ day of August, 2019.
APPROVED this _______ day of August, 2019.

_____________________________
Michael L. Hansen, Mayor
ATTEST:
_______________________
Katrina Davis, City Clerk

City of Newton Council Report
Item: Resolution Setting Date for a Public
Hearing on Designation of the 2019 Sports
Entertainment Urban Renewal Area and on
Urban Renewal Plan and Project

Summary: Setting a public hearing on

Report Number: 19-158
Date: August 5, 2019

September 3, 2019 to establish the 2019
Sports Entertainment Urban Renewal Area.

Lead Department:
Community Development

Financial Impact: No Financial Impact, Only

Recommendation:
Approval

Sets a Public Hearing

Background:
A proposal has been made which details the desirability of designating certain real
property situated in and near the City of Newton, Iowa as the 2019 Sports
Entertainment Urban Renewal Area pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 403, Code
of Iowa.
This action sets September 3, 2019 as the date of a public hearing on the
designation of the Urban Renewal Area known as 2019 Sports Entertainment Urban
Renewal Area.

Recommendation:
Staff recommends approval of the Resolution.

Rob Burdess
Acting City Administrator

RESOLUTION NO. 2019 - ________
Resolution Setting Date for a Public Hearing on Designation of the 2019 Sports
Entertainment Urban Renewal Area and on Urban Renewal Plan and Project
WHEREAS, a proposal has been made which shows the desirability of designating
certain real property situated in the City of Newton, Iowa (the “City”) as the 2019 Sports
Entertainment Urban Renewal Area (the “Urban Renewal Area”) in order to facilitate projects
for the promotion of economic development, pursuant to the provisions of Chapter 403, Code of
Iowa; and
WHEREAS, under the proposal, the real property (the “Property”) described on
Exhibit A hereto would be designated as the Urban Renewal Area; and
WHEREAS, this City Council is desirous of obtaining as much information as possible
from the residents of the City before making this designation; and
WHEREAS, a proposed urban renewal plan (the “Plan”) has been prepared for the
governance of projects and initiatives to be undertaken in the Urban Renewal Area and which
authorizes a certain initial urban renewal project to be undertaken therein consisting of providing
tax increment financing support to a private developer in connection with the development of a
sports, recreation, entertainment and hospitality complex; and
WHEREAS, it is now necessary that a date be set for a public hearing on the designation
of the Urban Renewal Area and on the Plan;
NOW, THEREFORE, Be It Resolved by the City Council of the City of Newton, Iowa,
as follows:
Section 1.
This City Council will meet at the City Hall Council Chambers, Newton,
Iowa, on September 3, 2019, at 6:00 o’clock p.m., at which time and place it will hold a public
hearing on the designation of the proposed Urban Renewal Area described in the preamble
hereof and on the proposed Plan for said Area.
Section 2.
The City Clerk shall publish notice of said hearing, the same being in the
form attached to this resolution, which publication shall be made in a legal newspaper of general
circulation in Newton, which publication shall be not less than four (4) and not more than twenty
(20) days before the date set for the hearing.
Section 3.
Pursuant to Section 403.5 of the Code of Iowa, the City Administrator and
the City Clerk are hereby designated as the City’s representative in connection with the
consultation process which is required under that section of the urban renewal law.

Section 4.
The Plan is hereby submitted to the City’s Planning and Zoning
Commission for review and recommendations, as required by Section 403.5, Code of Iowa.
Passed and approved August 5, 2019.
Michael L. Hansen, Mayor
Attest:

Katrina Davis, City Clerk

NOTICE OF A PUBLIC HEARING ON DESIGNATION OF THE 2019
SPORTS ENTERTAINMENT URBAN RENEWAL AREA, AND ON
PROPOSED URBAN RENEWAL PLAN AND PROJECT
Notice Is Hereby Given: That at 6:00 o’clock p.m., at the City Hall Council Chambers,
Newton, Iowa, on September 3, 2019 the City Council of the City of Newton, Iowa (the “City”)
will hold a public hearing on the question of designating as the 2019 Sports Entertainment Urban
Renewal Area (the “Urban Renewal Area”), pursuant to Chapter 403, Code of Iowa, the real
property situated in the City of Newton, Jasper County, State of Iowa, more particularly
described as follows:
Parcel 1, 2, & 3:
Owner: Karen Wolfe and Ora Wolfe
Parcel ID:
1301100004, 1301300001, 1301300002
Legal: All that part of the Southwest Quarter of the Northwest Quarter of Section 1,
Township 79 North, Range 19 West of the 5th P.M., Jasper County, Iowa, now located
inside the corporate limits of Newton, Iowa, lying South of Interstate Highway 80; and,
Commencing at the Northwest Corner of the North one-half of the southwest Quarter of
Section 1, Township 79 North, Range 19 West of the 5th P.M., Jasper County, Iowa, and
running thence South along the west line of said Section, a distance of 46 rods, thence
East to a point 34 rods and 13 feet East of the West line of said Section, thence North 46
rods, and thence West 34 rods and 13 feet to the point of beginning, subject to that certain
Roadway Acquisition and Easement for the Construction and Maintenance of Sanitary
Sewer Facility dated 8/11/83 and appearing of record in Book 849 at Page 370 in the
office of the Recorder of Jasper County, Iowa, and further subject to easements,
restrictions, reservations and roadways of record or in obvious use, if any.
Parcel 4:
Owner: Emerson-Biggins LLC
Parcel ID:
1301300011
Legal: Parcel B located in the Northwest Quarter of the Southwest Quarter of Section1,
Township 79 North, Range 19 West of the 5th P.M., Jasper County, Iowa, as appears in
plat recorded in Book A, Page 541, in the office of the Recorder of said County;
EXCEPT That part conveyed to the City of Newton, Iowa by Warranty Deed recorded at
Document No. 2009-5719 in the office of the Recorder of said county.
Parcel 5:
Owner: Emerson-Biggins LLC
Parcel ID:
1301300012
Legal: Parcel A located in the Northeast Quarter of the Southwest Quarter and the
Northwest Quarter of the Southeast Quarter of Section 1, Township 79 North, Range 19
West of the 5th P.M., Jasper County, Iowa, as appears in plat recorded in Book A, Page
541, in the office of the Recorder of said County.

The subject matter of the public hearing will also include a proposed urban renewal plan
and project for the Urban Renewal Area identified above, pursuant to Chapter 403, Code of
Iowa, a copy of which plan is on file for public inspection in the office of the City Clerk.

The general scope of the proposed urban renewal plan (the “Plan”), as more specifically
described therein, includes the following:
Increasing the tax base and promoting economic growth in the City by encouraging
economic development, constructing necessary public improvements and assisting private
enterprise through tax increment financing incentives in the Urban Renewal Area. The initial
project to be undertaken under the Plan will consist of providing tax increment financing support
to a private developer in connection with the development of a sports, recreation, entertainment
and hospitality complex.
At the hearing any interested person may file written objections or comments and may be
heard orally with respect to the subject matter of the hearing.
Katrina Davis
City Clerk

EXHIBIT A
LEGAL DESCRIPTION
2019 SPORTS ENTERTAINMENT URBAN RENEWAL AREA
Certain real property situated in the City of Newton, Jasper County, State of Iowa,
more particularly described as follows:
Parcel 1, 2, & 3:
Owner: Karen Wolfe and Ora Wolfe
Parcel ID:
1301100004, 1301300001, 1301300002
Legal: All that part of the Southwest Quarter of the Northwest Quarter of Section 1,
Township 79 North, Range 19 West of the 5th P.M., Jasper County, Iowa, now located
inside the corporate limits of Newton, Iowa, lying South of Interstate Highway 80; and,
Commencing at the Northwest Corner of the North one-half of the southwest Quarter of
Section 1, Township 79 North, Range 19 West of the 5th P.M., Jasper County, Iowa, and
running thence South along the west line of said Section, a distance of 46 rods, thence
East to a point 34 rods and 13 feet East of the West line of said Section, thence North 46
rods, and thence West 34 rods and 13 feet to the point of beginning, subject to that certain
Roadway Acquisition and Easement for the Construction and Maintenance of Sanitary
Sewer Facility dated 8/11/83 and appearing of record in Book 849 at Page 370 in the
office of the Recorder of Jasper County, Iowa, and further subject to easements,
restrictions, reservations and roadways of record or in obvious use, if any.
Parcel 4:
Owner: Emerson-Biggins LLC
Parcel ID:
1301300011
Legal: Parcel B located in the Northwest Quarter of the Southwest Quarter of Section1,
Township 79 North, Range 19 West of the 5th P.M., Jasper County, Iowa, as appears in
plat recorded in Book A, Page 541, in the office of the Recorder of said County;
EXCEPT That part conveyed to the City of Newton, Iowa by Warranty Deed recorded at
Document No. 2009-5719 in the office of the Recorder of said county.
Parcel 5:
Owner: Emerson-Biggins LLC
Parcel ID:
1301300012
Legal: Parcel A located in the Northeast Quarter of the Southwest Quarter and the
Northwest Quarter of the Southeast Quarter of Section 1, Township 79 North, Range 19
West of the 5th P.M., Jasper County, Iowa, as appears in plat recorded in Book A, Page
541, in the office of the Recorder of said County.
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CITY OF NEWTON, IOWA
URBAN RENEWAL PLAN
2019 SPORTS ENTERTAINMENT URBAN RENEWAL AREA
September, 2019
I.

INTRODUCTION

Chapter 403 of the Code of Iowa authorizes cities to establish areas within their
boundaries known as “urban renewal areas,” and to exercise special powers within these areas.
Urban renewal powers were initially provided to cities in order that conditions of blight and
deterioration within cities might be brought under control. Gradually, urban renewal has been
found to be a useful tool, as well, for economic development in previously undeveloped areas
and for retention of enterprises and jobs in other areas.
In order to facilitate the use of urban renewal for economic development, in 1985, the
Iowa General Assembly amended Chapter 403 to authorize City Councils to create “economic
development” areas. An economic development urban renewal area may be any area of a city
which has been designated by the City Council as an area which is appropriate for industrial,
commercial and/or residential enterprises and in which the city seeks to encourage further
development.
As an additional expression of the role for local governments in private economic
development, the General Assembly also enacted Chapter 15A of the Code of Iowa, which
declares that economic development is a “public purpose” and authorizes local governments to
make grants, loans, guarantees, tax incentives and other financial assistance to private enterprise.
The statute defines “economic development” as including public investment involving the
creation of new jobs and income or the retention of existing jobs and income that would
otherwise be lost.
The process by which an economic development urban renewal area may be created
begins with a finding by the City Council that such an area needs to be established within the
City. An urban renewal plan is then prepared for the area, which must be consistent with the
City’s existing comprehensive or general plan. All other affected taxing entities must be notified
and given an opportunity to comment on the plan. The City Council must hold a public hearing
on the urban renewal plan, following which, the Council may approve the plan.
This document is intended to serve as the Urban Renewal Plan for the City of Newton’s
(the “City”) 2019 Sports Entertainment Urban Renewal Area (the “Urban Renewal Area”) and
will guide the City in promoting economic growth through the encouragement of commercial
and industrial development in such area as detailed herein. This document is an Urban Renewal
Plan within the meaning of Chapter 403 of the Code of Iowa and sets out proposed projects and
activities within the Urban Renewal Area.
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II.

DESCRIPTION OF URBAN RENEWAL AREA

The real property included in the Urban Renewal Area includes all of the real property
described on Exhibit A hereto.
III.

URBAN RENEWAL OBJECTIVES
The primary objectives for the development of the Urban Renewal Area are:

1.
To contribute to a diversified, well-balanced local economy by creating job
opportunities and strengthening the property tax base.
2.
To assist in providing land and resources for new and expanded commercial and
industrial development in a manner that is efficient from the standpoint of providing municipal
services.
3.
To stimulate through public action and commitment, private investment in
commercial and industrial development, and to encourage commercial and industrial job
retention, growth and expansion through the use of various federal, state and local incentives,
including tax increment financing.
4.
To provide municipal infrastructure, services and facilities that enhance
possibilities for economic development and community attractiveness to private enterprise.
5.
To help finance the costs of street, water, sanitary sewer, storm sewer, or other
public improvements in support of new commercial and industrial development.
6.
IV.

To provide a more marketable and attractive investment climate.

URBAN RENEWAL PROJECTS AND ACTIVITIES

The following types of activities are examples of the specific actions which may be
undertaken by the City within the Urban Renewal Area:
1.
Preparation of plans related to the development and implementation of the Urban
Renewal Area and specific urban renewal projects.
2.
Construction of public improvements and facilities, including streets, public
utilities or other facilities in connection with an urban renewal project.
3.
Construction of buildings or specific site improvements such as grading and site
preparation activities, access roads and parking, railroad spurs, fencing, utility connections, and
related activities.
4.
Acquisition, preparation and disposition of property for development and/or
redevelopment.
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5.
Making available, as appropriate, financing for development projects, including
conventional municipal borrowing and tax increment financing resulting from increased property
values in the Urban Renewal Area.
6.
Pursuant to state law, provision of direct financial assistance, including grants,
loans and tax increment rebate agreements, to private persons engaged in economic
development, in such form and subject to such conditions as may be determined by the City
Council.
V.

SPECIFIC URBAN RENEWAL PROJECTS

The City has determined to undertake the following initiative in the Urban Renewal Area
as an economic development urban renewal project:
Name of Project:

Sports Entertainment Complex Development Project

Date of Council Approval of Project:

September 3, 2019

Description of Project and Project Site: A private developer (the “Developer”) has
proposed to undertake the development of a sports, recreation, entertainment, and
hospitality complex (the “Project”) on certain real property more particularly described in
Section II above (the “Development Property”).
It has been requested that the City provide tax increment financing assistance to the
Developer in support of the efforts to complete, operate and maintain the Project.
The costs incurred by the City in providing tax increment financing assistance to the
Developer will include legal and administrative fees (the “Admin Fees”) associated with
the initiation, authorization and carrying out of the City’s participation therein in an
amount not to exceed $15,000.
Description of Public Infrastructure: It is not anticipated that the City will install
public infrastructure in connection with the Project.
Description of Properties to be Acquired in Connection with the Project: It is not
anticipated that the City will acquire real property in connection with the Project.
Description of Use of TIF for the Project: The City intends to enter into a
Development Agreement (the “Agreement”) with the Developer with respect to the
construction, operation and maintenance of the Project. The City intends to provide
annual appropriation economic development payments (the “Payments”) to the
Developer under the Agreement. The Payments will be funded with incremental property
tax revenues to be derived from the Development Property. It is anticipated that the
City’s total commitment of incremental property tax revenues with respect to the Project
will not exceed $8,700,000, plus the Admin Fees.
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VI.

LAND USE PLAN AND PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT

The City has adopted a Comprehensive Land Use Plan which guides the establishment of
commercial, residential and industrial land uses throughout the incorporated area. Land use in
the Urban Renewal Area will be carried out in a manner that will maintain consistency with the
Comprehensive Land Use Plan and the City’s zoning regulations.
VII.

TAX INCREMENT FINANCING

In order to assist in the development or retention of private enterprises, the City may be
requested to acquire land, construct public improvements or provide economic development
loans, grants or other tax incentives for the benefit of private enterprises in order to enhance the
value of property in the Urban Renewal Area. As part of the Urban Renewal Area, the City has
adopted an ordinance to create a tax increment district (the “TIF District”), within which the
property taxes eventually paid by new private development may be used to pay costs of urban
renewal projects for these types of activities, including reimbursing the City or paying debt
service on obligations issued by the City. The use of these tax revenues is known as tax
increment financing (“TIF”).
Depending upon the date upon which the TIF District is legally established and the date
on which debt is initially certified within the TIF District, an original taxable valuation is
established for the property within the TIF District, which is known as the “base valuation.” The
“base valuation” is the assessed value of the taxable property in the TIF District as of January 1
of the calendar year preceding the calendar year in which the City first certifies the amount of
any debt payable from TIF revenues to be generated within that TIF District. When the value of
the property inside the TIF District increases by virtue of new construction or any other reason,
the difference between the base valuation and the new property value is the “tax increment” or
“incremental value.”
Procedurally, after tax increment debt has been incurred for the financing of
improvements within the TIF District or for the payment of economic development incentives to
private entities, property taxes levied by all local jurisdictions (city, county, school, area college)
against the incremental value, with the exception of taxes levied to repay current or future debt
incurred by local jurisdictions and the school district instructional support and physical plant and
equipment levies, are allocated by state law to the City’s tax increment fund rather than to each
local jurisdiction. These new tax dollars are then used to pay principal and interest on any tax
increment debt incurred or to pay the costs of projects in the Urban Renewal Area.
VIII. EFFECTIVE PERIOD
This Urban Renewal Plan will become effective upon its adoption by the City Council
and will remain in effect until it is repealed by the City Council. The collection of incremental
property taxes in the Urban Renewal Area will continue for the maximum number of years
authorized by Chapter 403 of the Code of Iowa unless otherwise determined by action of the City
Council.
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IX.

PLAN AMENDMENTS

This Urban Renewal Plan may be amended in accordance with the procedures set forth in
Chapter 403 of the Code of Iowa to, for example, change the project boundaries, modify urban
renewal objectives or activities, or to carry out any other purposes consistent with Chapter 403 of
the Code of Iowa.
X.

FINANCIAL INFORMATION
1.
2.
3.

Current constitutional debt limit:
Outstanding general obligation debt:
Proposed amount of debt to be incurred*:

$40,744,335
$30,518,000
$ 8,715,000

*It is anticipated that the some or all of the debt incurred hereunder will be subject to annual
appropriation by the City Council.
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EXHIBIT A
Legal Description
2019 Sports Entertainment Urban Renewal Area
Certain real property situated in the City of Newton, Jasper County, State of Iowa,
more particularly described as follows:
Parcel 1, 2, & 3:
Owner: Karen Wolfe and Ora Wolfe
Parcel ID:
1301100004, 1301300001, 1301300002
Legal: All that part of the Southwest Quarter of the Northwest Quarter of Section 1,
Township 79 North, Range 19 West of the 5th P.M., Jasper County, Iowa, now located
inside the corporate limits of Newton, Iowa, lying South of Interstate Highway 80; and,
Commencing at the Northwest Corner of the North one-half of the southwest Quarter of
Section 1, Township 79 North, Range 19 West of the 5th P.M., Jasper County, Iowa, and
running thence South along the west line of said Section, a distance of 46 rods, thence
East to a point 34 rods and 13 feet East of the West line of said Section, thence North 46
rods, and thence West 34 rods and 13 feet to the point of beginning, subject to that certain
Roadway Acquisition and Easement for the Construction and Maintenance of Sanitary
Sewer Facility dated 8/11/83 and appearing of record in Book 849 at Page 370 in the
office of the Recorder of Jasper County, Iowa, and further subject to easements,
restrictions, reservations and roadways of record or in obvious use, if any.
Parcel 4:
Owner: Emerson-Biggins LLC
Parcel ID:
1301300011
Legal: Parcel B located in the Northwest Quarter of the Southwest Quarter of Section1,
Township 79 North, Range 19 West of the 5th P.M., Jasper County, Iowa, as appears in
plat recorded in Book A, Page 541, in the office of the Recorder of said County;
EXCEPT That part conveyed to the City of Newton, Iowa by Warranty Deed recorded at
Document No. 2009-5719 in the office of the Recorder of said county.
Parcel 5:
Owner: Emerson-Biggins LLC
Parcel ID:
1301300012
Legal: Parcel A located in the Northeast Quarter of the Southwest Quarter and the
Northwest Quarter of the Southeast Quarter of Section 1, Township 79 North, Range 19
West of the 5th P.M., Jasper County, Iowa, as appears in plat recorded in Book A, Page
541, in the office of the Recorder of said County.
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City of Newton Council Report
Item: Resolution Authorizing Fund Transfers in
FY 19/20
Report Number: 19-159
Summary: This Action
Transfers in FY19/20

Approves

Fund

Financial Impact:
No new financial impact, as this resolution
authorizes all budgeted transfers in FY19/20

Date: August 5, 2019
Lead Department:
Finance
Recommendation:
Approval

Background:
Iowa Code section 384.15 was amended in April of 2019 and requires all transfers between City funds
to be approved by a Council resolution.
In order to meet the requirements of this amendment, the Council must approve a clear statement
including the reason or purpose for the transfer, the name of the fund from which the transfer is
originating, the name of the fund into which the transfer is received, and the not to exceed dollar
amount to be transferred.
The FY19/20 budgeted not to exceed transfers are as follows:
Fund
Transferred
From:

Fund
Transferred
To:

Reason for Transfer:

N Central TIF
N Central TIF
N Central TIF
City Garage
East Mart TIF
East Mart TIF
East Mart TIF
Capital Fund

General Fund
Debt Service

Reimburse General Fund for Services/Main Street/NDC
Principal & Interest Payment FY20

Hotel/Motel Fund

Reimburse Hotel/Motel Tax Fund for Promotional Services/Newton Fest

General Fund
Debt Service
General Fund

Insurance Fund

Employee Benefits

WPC
Hwy 14 TIF
Landfill
General Fund
Hwy 14 TIF
Landfill
Landfill
LOST Fund

Debt Service
Debt Service

Reimburse General Fund for Services
Principal & Interest Payments
Reimburse General Fund for Services
Reimburse Hotel/Motel Tax fund for Promotional Services
Principal & Interest Payments (Fairmeadows N)
Close out Self Insurance Fund
Principal & Interest payments
Principal & Interest Payments
Reimburse Road Use Tax for Services
Principal & Interest Payments
Reimburse General Fund for Services
Reimburse General Fund for Services
Set aside amount for Landfill Post Closure
35% of Local Option Tax Receipts Property Tax Relief

Hotel/Motel Fund

Debt Service

Road Use Tax

Debt Service
General Fund
General Fund
Landfill PC
Employee Benefits

Amount:
182,013
650,419
25,000
8,000
39,398
45,221
32,000
127,668
75,000
120,082
2,436
7,500
14,000
11,250
200,000
200,000
523,923

Road Use Tax
Speedway/PF TIF
Speedway/PF TIF

WPC

General Fund
General Fund
Debt Service
General Fund

Reimburse General Fund for Bldg & Salary Expenses
Reimburse General Fund for Services
Principal & Interest Payments
Reimburse General Fund for Services

Recommendation:
Staff recommends approving the budgeted transfers between funds for fiscal year 19/20.

Rob Burdess
Acting City Administrator

40,510
11,250
1,421,474
200,000

RESOLUTION NO. 2019– _______
RESOLUTION ATHORIZING FUND TRANSFERS IN FY 19/20
WHEREAS, Iowa Code section 384.15 was amended in April of 2019; and
WHEREAS, this amendment requires all cities in Iowa to approve by resolution
approving all transfers between funds; and
WHEREAS, this resolution must include a clear statement including the reason
or purpose for the transfer, the name of the fund from which the transfer is originating,
the name of the fund into which the transfer is received, and the not to exceed dollar
amount to be transferred; and
WHEREAS, the proposed FY19/20 not to exceed transfers are as follows:
Fund
Transferred
From:

Fund Transferred
To:

Reason for Transfer:

N Central TIF
N Central TIF

General Fund
Debt Service

N Central TIF
City Garage
East Mart TIF
East Mart TIF
East Mart TIF
Capital Fund

Hotel/Motel Fund

Reimburse Hotel/Motel Tax Fund for Promotional
Services/Newton Fest

General Fund
Debt Service
General Fund

Reimburse General Fund for Services
Principal & Interest Payments
Reimburse General Fund for Services

Hotel/Motel Fund

Reimburse Hotel/Motel Tax fund for Promotional Services

Debt Service

Insurance Fund

Employee Benefits

WPC
Hwy 14 TIF
Landfill
General Fund
Hwy 14 TIF
Landfill
Landfill
LOST Fund
Road Use Tax

Debt Service
Debt Service

Principal & Interest Payments (Fairmeadows N)
Close out Self Insurance Fund
Principal & Interest payments
Principal & Interest Payments
Reimburse Road Use Tax for Services
Principal & Interest Payments
Reimburse General Fund for Services
Reimburse General Fund for Services
Set aside amount for Landfill Post Closure

Speedway/PF TIF
Speedway/PF TIF

WPC

Road Use Tax

Debt Service
General Fund
General Fund
Landfill PC
Employee Benefits

General Fund
General Fund
Debt Service
General Fund

Reimburse General Fund for Services/Main Street/NDC

Principal & Interest Payment FY20

35% of Local Option Tax Receipts Property Tax Relief
Reimburse General Fund for Bldg & Salary Expenses

Reimburse General Fund for Services
Principal & Interest Payments
Reimburse General Fund for Services

Amount:

182,013
650,419
25,000
8,000
39,398
45,221
32,000
127,668
75,000
120,082
2,436
7,500
14,000
11,250
200,000
200,000
523,923
40,510
11,250
1,421,474
200,000

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the proposed fund transfers for
FY19/20 be approved.

PASSED this 5th day of August, 2019
APPROVED this _____ day of August, 2019

______________________________
Michael L. Hansen, Mayor
ATTEST:
___________________________________
Katrina Davis, City Clerk

City of Newton Council Report
Item: Resolution Approving 28E Project Agreement
Reimbursement #7 to the Des Moines Area
Community College Relating to the DMACC Newton
Campus Expansion Project
Summary:
Approves reimbursements for
expenses related to DMACC’s Expansion Projects
at the former Maytag headquarters campus facilities
Financial Impact: $499,711.56 from the 2017C &
2019B Bonds which will be paid back with property
taxes from the North Central TIF District Funds

Report Number: 19-160
Date: August 5, 2019
Lead Department:
Finance
Recommendation:
Approval

BACKGROUND
In March 2017, the City of Newton and the Des Moines Area Community College (DMACC)
entered into an inter-governmental 28E agreement regarding improvements to the former Maytag
headquarters campus that was donated to DMACC. Under this agreement, the City has agreed to
contribute $1,500,000 from the North Central Urban Renewal Tax Increment Finance Fund toward
the costs of capital improvements, repairs, remodeling, and infrastructure for the projects being
undertaken by DMACC.
Consistent with the 28E agreement, DMACC has submitted payment request #7 in the amount of
$499,711.56 to the City with documentation for the services listed below:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Academy Roofing
Baker Group
Service Master
Elite Glass
Hamilton Glass
Heartland Finishes
OPN Architects
Metro Concrete
Midwest Sprinklers
Baker Group
Warnick & Reeves
Menards
Shermco
Plumb Supply
3E Co
MK Services

Replacement of Buildings 17 & 18 Roof
Sheet Metal Device for New Roof
Flooring for Tap Room
Tap Room Door
Glass for New Wall Tap Room
Fire Walls for New Tenants
Services for New Roof & Tenants
Tap Room Patio
Tap Room Fire Sprinklers
Electrical Work Iowa Hunting
Bathrooms for Tenants Building 2
Chiller Building 1 & 2
Chiller Building 1 & 2
Chiller Building 1 & 2
Chiller Building 1 & 2
Backflow for New Tenant

$406,900.00
$ 2,613,69
$ 1,550.00
$ 3,825.00
$
607.32
$ 10,488.89
$ 45,534.51
$ 8,672.49
$ 3,294.69
$ 2,574.52
$ 8,320.00
$
153.80
$ 2,705.00
$
605.09
$ 1,216.56
$
650.00

Payment will be made from the 2017C & 2019B Bond proceeds that will be paid back with North
Central TIF District funds.
Recommendation:
Staff recommends approval of the attached Resolution.

Rob Burdess
Acting City Administrator

RESOLUTION NO. 2019 – _______
RESOLUTION
APPROVING
28E
PROJECT
AGREEMENT
REIMBURSEMENT #7 TO THE DES MOINES AREA COMMUNITY COLLEGE
RELATING TO THE DMACC NEWTON CAMPUS EXPANSION PROJECT
WHEREAS, the Des Moines Area Community College (DMACC) acquired the
former Maytag headquarters campus at 403 West 4th Street North in Newton as a
donation from Newton Enterprises on October 31, 2016; and
WHEREAS, the City of Newton and DMACC entered into an inter-governmental
28E agreement in March 2017 for the City of Newton to reimburse DMACC for certain
capital and repair costs to the campus; and
WHEREAS, DMACC has submitted a reimbursement request in the amount of
$499,711.56 for costs associated with the replacement of the roof on buildings 17 & 18;
costs related to the tap room; architecture services related to the new roof and tenants;
and other miscellaneous expenses; and
WHEREAS, bond funds from the 2017C and 2019B are available for these
improvements to the DMACC Campus;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of Newton, Iowa
that the attached reimbursement request by DMACC be approved for $499,711.56
using 2017C & 2019A Bond Proceeds.

PASSED this 5th day of August 2019.
APPROVED this _______ day of August, 2019.

______________________________
Michael L. Hansen, Mayor
ATTEST:

______________________________
Katrina Davis, City Clerk

City of Newton Disbursements 08-06-19
Vendor
Acco Unlimited Corp
Acushnet Company
Airgas USA LLC
Alliant Energy/IPL
Amazon Capital Services
American Legal Publishing Corporation
American Planning Association
Armor Electric
Armstrong, Craig
Arrow International Inc
Aspen Aire
Auto-Jet Muffler Corp
Baker & Taylor
Baker & Taylor Entertainment
BARCO Municipal Product
Black Hills Energy
Blackburn Mfg Co
Bolton & Menk Inc
Bound Tree Medical LLC
Callaway Golf
Capital City Equipment
Cappy's Tire & Auto Service
Cardinal PDC
Cardinal Trophies
Carl's Window Service
CCL Supply LLC
CCP Industries
CDW Government Inc
Cengage Learning
Center Point Large Print
Chamber of Commerce
Cintas
Classic Car Wash
Computer Resource Specialists
Construction Materials Testing
Cruthirds, Conrad
D & K Products
Davis Equipment Corp
Demco Inc
Diamond Products Co
Digium Cloud Services LLC
Dodd Trash Hauling & Recycling
Eberline, Brady
Eckert, Bernard
Ethos Design Group

Department
Maytag Pool
Golf
Fire
Parks/Traffic Control
Library
Administration
Planning & Zoning
Building
Economic Development
Fire
Building
Water Pollution Control
Library
Library
Water Pollution Control
Library
Traffic Control
Street
Fire
Golf
Traffic Control
Cemetery/Landfill/Parks
Police
Police
Library
Water Pollution Control
Water Pollution Control
Executive
Library
Library
Community Marketing/Executive
All
Police
Administration
Street
Fire
Golf
Golf
Library
Parks
Fire/Police
Solid Waste
Maytag Pool
Private Incentives
Parks

Description
Supplies
Merchandise
Supplies
Utilities
Supplies
Service
Dues
Reimbursement
Reimbursement
Supplies
Reimbursement
Supplies
Supplies
Supplies
Supplies
Utilities
Supplies
Service
Supplies
Merchandise
Supplies
Service
Service
Service
Service
Supplies
Supplies
Supplies
Supplies
Supplies
Service
Supplies
Service
Service
Service
Reimbursement
Supplies
Supplies
Supplies
Supplies
Utilities
Service
Reimbursement
Incentive
Service

Amount
$
1,477.00
$
2,685.65
$
186.47
$
367.95
$
926.64
$
28.05
$
619.00
$
96.00
$
42.92
$
1,165.50
$
40.50
$
400.98
$
3,212.25
$
36.93
$
406.99
$
65.43
$
178.92
$
11,885.00
$
395.32
$
164.37
$
165.00
$
321.20
$
45.00
$
15.00
$
90.00
$
256.64
$
122.47
$
27.75
$
76.77
$
104.88
$
200.00
$
1,585.05
$
477.50
$
607.65
$
1,789.00
$
111.15
$
2,029.56
$
478.57
$
719.83
$
326.67
$
794.00
$
52,517.77
$
43.50
$
10,000.00
$
2,290.01
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EZ Lease
Faith Handyman Services LLC
Fareway
FBG Service Corporation
Floratine Central Turf
Forbes Office Solutions
Four Points Golf Cars
Fox Engineering
G and L Clothing
Galls LLC DBA Carpenter Uniforms
Global Equipment Company
Grainger Inc
Gralnek-Dunitz
Gregg Young Auto Center
Griffin, Rashanda
Ground Breaker Homes LLC
Hanson, Patsy
Hartgers, Joe
Hawkins Water Treatment
Heisdorffer, Michele
Heisdorffer, Rex
Henscheid, Steve & Audrey
HLW Engineering Group
Homeguard Security Alarm
Hornung's
Housby Heavy Equipment LLC
HQI
Huffaker Garage Doors LLC
Hy-Vee Inc
Image Trend Inc
IMFOA
Iowa Department of Transportation
Iowa Dept of Agriculture & Land Steward
Iowa Dept of Natural Resources
Iowa Law Enforcement Academy
Iowa One Call
Iowa Park & Recreation Association
Iowa Police Chiefs Association
Iowa Pump Works
Iowa Workforce Development
Jerico Services Inc
Jerry Keenan Concrete
Johnson Aviation
Jump Start Wellness & Fitness Inc
Karsten, Matthew
Key Cooperative
Keystone Labs
Lakeshore Learning Materials
Lauterbach Buick GMC

Water Pollution Control
Housing Demolitions/Parks
Golf
Library
Golf
Golf/Library/WPC
Golf
Water Pollution Control
Parks
Fire
Water Pollution Control
Fire
Parks
Police
Parks
Private Incentives
Fire
D&D Program/Housing Demolitions
Water Pollution Control
Finance
Fire
Fire
Landfill
PW Building
Golf
Landfill
Street
Street
Library
Fire
Finance
Traffic Control
Airport
North Central TIF/WPC
Police
Engineering/WPC
Parks
Police
Landfill/WPC
Cemetery/Parks
Water Pollution Control
Street
Airport
Maytag Pool
Maytag Pool
Airport
Maytag Pool
Library
Fire

Service
Service
Concessions
Supplies
Supplies
Supplies
Equipment
Service
Supplies
Supplies
Supplies
Supplies
Supplies
Service
Reimbursement
Reimbursement
Reimbursement
Service
Supplies
Reimbursement
Reimbursement
Reimbursement
Service
Service
Merchandise
Supplies
Supplies
Service
Supplies
Services
Service
Supplies
Licenses
Service
Training
Services
Membership
Training
Supplies
Service
Supplies
Service
Reimbursement
Service
Reimbursement
Supplies
Service
Supplies
Service

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

102.00
600.00
166.82
2,472.19
819.00
722.70
9,990.00
12,969.50
230.59
438.13
111.95
46.13
28.86
57.95
35.00
8,595.18
707.00
575.00
1,687.65
607.07
768.95
8.54
1,952.50
225.00
234.47
144.47
209.65
4,615.00
244.40
1,172.00
65.00
773.20
18.00
2,255.80
300.00
401.60
340.00
275.00
1,822.83
1,180.00
1,262.50
1,040.00
458.80
100.00
100.00
233.58
25.00
230.54
1,131.65
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Lawson Products Inc
Leavens, Judy
Legacy Corp
Lessin Supply Co
Liberty Tire Services LLC
Logan Contractors Supply
Lucas, Audrey
Luetters, Kevin
Magnum Automotive
Mahaska Bottling Co
Manatts - Brooklyn
Manatts - D.M.
Marsden Bldg Maintenance
Martin Marietta Materials
Martin's Flag Company
Maxim Advertising
McCall Monument
McMaster-Carr
Metro Waste Authority
MG Laundry Corporation
Midwest Tape
MTI Distributing Inc
NAPA Auto Parts
News Printing Company
Newton Correctional Facility
Newton Municipal Band
Newton Rotary Foundation
Nine, Shawnda
O'Halloran International
O'Keefe Elevator Co Inc
O'Reilly Auto Parts
OverDrive Inc
Pablo-Matias, Tomasa
Pac-Van Inc
Penworthy Company
Per Mar Security Services
Performance Sign & Design
Peter, Phyllis
PMMIC
Police One.com
Prairie Ag Supply
Preferred Pest Control Inc
Premier Office Equipment
Priority Sanitation
Quill Corporation
Reserve Account-Pitney Bowes
Sandry Fire Supply LLC
Sherrill Inc
Smith Quality Rental

Landfill
Maytag Pool
Water Pollution Control
Water Pollution Control
Landfill
Street
Maytag Pool
Library
Police
Golf/Maytag Pool
Street
Street/Parks
City Center
Street
Library
Administration
Cemetery
Water Pollution Control
Landfill
Fire
Library
Parks
City Garage/Landfill
Airport/Parks/Police
Street
Parks
Economic Development
Administration
Snow Removal/Street
City Center
All
Library
Fire
Airport
Library
Police
Fire
Library
Tort Liability
Police
Airport/Street
Library
Executive
Golf/Parks
Police/Public Works Administration
Library
Fire
Parks
Parks

Supplies
Reimbursement
Service
Supplies
Service
Supplies
Reimbursement
Service
Service
Concessions
Service
Supplies
Supplies
Supplies
Maintenance
Supplies
Supplies
Supplies
Service
Service
Supplies
Supplies
Supplies
Service
Service
Service
Dues
Reimbursement
Service
Service
Supplies
Supplies
Reimbursement
Service
Supplies
Service
Service
Reimbursement
Service
Training
Supplies
Service
Service
Service
Supplies
Service
Supplies
Supplies
Supplies

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

35.66
300.00
241,786.16
126.77
75.00
1,351.86
36.48
545.00
32.14
1,372.60
63,690.85
7,988.11
185.54
638.98
106.41
155.00
950.00
447.76
8,017.80
30.20
37.32
484.73
810.36
320.88
155.00
2,500.00
640.00
192.07
965.95
194.82
370.54
3,000.00
137.00
445.00
157.11
3,071.25
310.00
286.75
2,949.00
495.00
408.06
350.00
45.41
340.00
120.04
2,000.00
1,799.00
542.46
18.06
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Southwestern Sales Company
Spahn & Rose Lumber Co
Sprayer Specialties Inc
Spring Valley Sheds LLC
Springer Professional Home Services
Sprout Learning
Stephens, Carole
Sterling Fire & Safety Inc
Strauss Security Solutions
Streichers
Stryker Sales Corporation
Sunshine Filters of Pinellas
Superior Welding Supply
Terracon Consultants Inc
The Franks Design Group
The Home Depot Pro
Theisen's
Thomas Bus Sales Inc
Town & Country Wholesale Co
True Value Hardware
Unique Management Services
USABlueBook
Utility Equipment Co
Van Maanen Electric Inc
Volk, Ryan
Wal-Mart
Warnick & Reeves Mechanical
Water Department
Watson Label Products
Windstream
Zimco Supply Company
Zoll
Total

Pre-Authorized Payments
Aftershock
Alliant Energy
AT & T Mobility
Black Hills Energy
Determan, Christopher
Dish Network
Doll Distributing
Hy-Vee
IASRO
Iowa Beverage
Iowa Communities Assurance Pool
Mediacom
Shomo-Madsen-Woythaler Insurance

Landfill
All
Landfill
Water Pollution Control
City Center/Maytag Pool/PW Building
Library
Library
Airport
Police
Police
Fire
Water Pollution Control
City Garage
North Central TIF
Planning & Zoning
Parks
All
Parks
Golf
Maytag Pool/Parks
Library
Water Pollution Control
Street
North Central TIF/Parks/Maytag Pool
Fire
All
Airport
All
Library
Airport/Landfill
Golf/Parks
Fire

Equipment
Supplies
Supplies
Supplies
Service
Supplies
Supplies
Service
Service
Supplies
Supplies
Supplies
Supplies
Service
Reimbursement
Supplies
Supplies
Supplies
Concessions
Supplies
Service
Supplies
Supplies
Service
Reimbursement
Supplies
Service
Utilities
Supplies
Utilities
Supplies
Supplies

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

16,641.65
514.52
383.45
1,845.00
246.00
138.00
40.00
424.00
596.20
41.98
1,104.63
425.04
115.91
12,937.20
260.99
176.42
1,789.92
65.94
8,331.56
1,226.89
50.00
1,010.09
1,030.44
284,347.10
75.00
228.99
270.20
12,356.12
386.80
178.56
1,217.25
801.14
862,403.16

Parks
All
Landfill
PW Building
Parks
Airport
Golf
Golf
Police
Golf
All
Administration/Golf
Tort Liability

Service
Utilities
Utilities
Utilities
Service
Utilities
Concessions
Concessions
Training
Concessions
Service
Utilities
Service

$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$
$

1,600.00
6,822.73
237.24
597.67
800.00
142.03
1,710.45
335.04
150.00
1,276.60
196,862.29
549.63
14,488.00
4

Slipstream
Swank's Custom Cabinets
United States Cellular
Verizon
Windstream
Total

ACH Payments from Great Southern Bank
Wellmark BC/BS
Payroll 6-30-19
Payroll 7-15-19
Mutual Of Omaha
Deltal Dental
Advantage Administrators
Great Southern Bank
Advantage Credit Union
Bank Iowa
Great Southern Bank
State of Iowa
Total

Parks
Fire
All
Police
Airport/Library

Service
Service
Utilities
Utilities
Utilities

$
$
$
$
$
$

800.00
3,000.00
794.31
55.18
194.28
230,415.45

All
All
All
All
All
All
Park/Golf
All
All
All
Park/Golf/WPC/Landfill

Insurance
Payroll
Payroll
Insurance
Insurance
Insurance
Service
Insurance
Insurance
Insurance
Sales Tax

$ 179,026.71
$ 412,662.28
$ 436,427.79
$
4,022.10
$
20,315.13
$
66.60
$
330.22
$
12,548.50
$
9,246.26
$
330.22
$
6,364.00
$ 1,081,339.81
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City of Newton Council Report
Item:
Resolution awarding contract for the 2019
Parking Lot Reconstruction Project.

Summary:
Award of contract to improve one City owned
downtown parking lot.
Financial Impact:
$261,000.00 from the 2019-A Bond Funds,
$33,972.00 from North Central TIF fund
balance.

Report Number: 19-161
Date:
August 5, 2019
Lead Department/Division:
Community Services
Recommendation:
Approve

Background:
The City parking lot on the northeast corner of the N 2nd Ave W and W 3rd St N
intersection, along with the adjacent sidewalks and alleys, has deteriorated and is in
need of reconstruction.
Plans and specifications have been prepared by the Community Services Division and
are ready to be placed out for bid. The project will include the removal of the existing
pavement, and construction of new 6” thick Portland cement concrete pavement and
new sidewalks meeting the city streetscape standards. The adjacent alleys will be
reconstructed as well as the curb and gutter along N 2nd Ave W and W 3rd St S.
The following submitted bids were received and opened on July 29, 2019:
TK Concrete, Inc. – Pella, Iowa
Jasper Const. Services – Newton, Iowa

$ 294,972.00
$ 363,620.00

The apparent low bidder is TK Concrete, Inc. of Pella, Iowa. The engineer’s estimate of
construction cost is $260,029.00. The completion date of the project is November 29,
2019. The project will be paid for using 2019-A bond proceeds and North Central TIF
funds.
Recommendation:
City Staff recommends that Council award the project to the low responsive, responsible
bidder, TK Concrete, Inc. of Pella, Iowa.

Rob Burdess
Acting City Administrator

RESOLUTION NO. 2019 – ______
RESOLUTION AWARDING CONTRACT FOR THE 2019 PARKING LOT
RECONSTRUCTION PROJECT.
WHEREAS, the City parking lot on the northeast corner of the N 2nd Ave W & W 3rd St
N intersection has deteriorated and is in need of repairs; and
WHEREAS, the 2019-A bond proceeds allocated $261,000.00 for the downtown parking
lot reconstruction project; and
WHEREAS, the remaining $33,972.00 for the downtown parking lot reconstruction
project will be paid from the North Central TIF funds; and
WHEREAS, the City of Newton Community Services Division has prepared plans and
specifications for the proposed 2019 Parking Lot Reconstruction Project; and
WHEREAS, the Newton City Council, at their meeting on July 1, 2019, set dates for the
bid opening and public hearing, and ordered bids for said project; and
WHEREAS, sealed bids were received and opened on July 29, 2019; and
WHEREAS, City staff recommends that the City of Newton award a contract to TK
Concrete, Inc. of Pella, Iowa for the 2019 Parking Lot Reconstruction Project based on the low
responsive, responsible bid received in the amount of $294,972.00
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the City Council of Newton, Iowa, that the
bid of TK Concrete, Inc. of Pella, Iowa, in the amount of Two Hundred Ninety-Four Thousand
Nine Hundred Seventy-Two Dollars and Zero Cents ($294,972.00) for the 2019 Parking Lot
Reconstruction Project, all as described in the plans and specifications, is hereby accepted, the
same being the lowest bid received for said project.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, by the City Council of the City of Newton, Iowa, that the
Contract and Bond executed by TK Concrete, Inc. of Pella, Iowa for the 2019 Parking Lot
Reconstruction Project as described by the plans and specifications filed in the office of the City
Clerk, said contract to be signed by the Mayor and City Clerk on behalf of the City, be and the
same are hereby approved.

PASSED this _____ day of August, 2019.
APPROVED this ____ day of August, 2019.

Michael L. Hansen, Mayor
ATTEST:

Katrina Davis, City Clerk

City of Newton Council Report

Item:
An ordinance repealing Newton, Iowa Code of Ordinances
2011 Title 5, Chapter 43, Article 2 - Electric Franchise; and
adding Title 11, Chapter 118 - Electric Franchise to Newton
Code of Ordinances 2016, granting to Interstate Power and
Light Company, its successors and assigns, a nonexclusive
twenty-five year franchise to acquire, construct, erect,
maintain and operate an electric system in the City of
Newton, Iowa and to furnish and sell electric energy to the
city and its inhabitants.

Report Number: 19-152
Date:
July 15, 2019
Lead Department/Division:
Community Services
Recommendation:
Approve

Summary:
Repealing the past electric franchise agreement with Iowa
Southern Utilities (now known as Interstate Power and Light
Company), and adding Chapter 118 - Electric Franchise to
Title 11 of the Newton City Code.
Financial Impact:
none
Background:
On August 16, 1993 the City of Newton approved an ordinance granting Iowa Southern Utilities
Company a 25-year franchise to operate an electric utility in Newton. In 2018 Iowa Southern
Utilities, now known as Interstate Power and Light Company (doing business as Alliant Energy
in Newton), began work with the City on a renewal to their electric franchise. Following months
of discussions and reviews, this proposed ordinance granting Interstate Power and Light a new
25-year electric franchise is presented for City Council’s consideration. Some of the key points
in the electric franchise include:
•
•
•
•
•

Limited rights of cancellation added at the 6th, 12th, and 18th year anniversaries’ of the
franchise approval.
References added requiring restoration work to be completed according to current City
standard specifications for work in the right-of-way.
No-cost R.O.W. excavation permits shall be obtained from the City prior to beginning
any work, excluding emergency repairs.
Any proposed tree removal work in the right-of-way shall be approved by the City prior
to said removal.
The process in which the City may apply to hang banners or flags on Interstate Power’s
poles or structures has been added.

•
•

Language has been added allowing for an amendment to this franchise agreement at
any time should the City consider the assessment of a franchise fee.
A reference to a separate letter of intent (LOI) has been added to the franchise
agreement related to Interstate Power’s commitment to replace the old overhead
structures in the downtown alleys. The agreement spelled out in the LOI is subject to
City Council’s approval of a separate resolution; with said agreement, if approved,
contingent upon the approval and adoption of this ordinance.

Recommendation:
Staff recommends approval of the ordinance.

Matt Muckler
City Administrator

ORDINANCE NO. _______
AN ORDINANCE REPEALING NEWTON IOWA CODE OF ORDINANCES
2011 TITLE 5, CHAPTER 43, ARTICLE 2 - ELECTRIC FRANCHISE; AND
ADDING TITLE 11, CHAPTER 118 - ELECTRIC FRANCHISE TO NEWTON
CODE OF ORDINANCES 2016, GRANTING TO INTERSTATE POWER
AND LIGHT COMPANY, ITS SUCCESSORS AND ASSIGNS, A
NONEXCLUSIVE TWENTY-FIVE YEAR FRANCHISE TO ACQUIRE,
CONSTRUCT, ERECT, MAINTAIN AND OPERATE AN ELECTRIC
SYSTEM IN THE CITY OF NEWTON, IOWA AND TO FURNISH AND SELL
ELECTRIC ENERGY TO THE CITY AND ITS INHABITANTS.
SECTION 1. Purpose. Repealing the past electric franchise agreement with Iowa Southern Utilities (now known as
Interstate Power and Light Company), and adding Chapter 118 - Electric Franchise to Title 11 of the Newton City Code.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NEWTON, IOWA:
SECTION 1. Title 5, Chapter 43, Article 2, 2011 Code of Ordinance is hereby amended by deleting said Article 2 in its
entirety; and Title 18, Chapter 118 - Electric Franchise is hereby added as follows:
§ 118.001 There is hereby granted to Interstate Power and Light Company, hereinafter referred to as the "Company,"
its successors and assigns, the right and non-exclusive franchise to acquire, construct, reconstruct, erect, maintain
and operate in the City, works and plants for the manufacture and generation of electricity and a distribution system
for electric light, heat and power and the right to erect and maintain the necessary poles, lines, wires, conduits and
other appliances for the distribution of electric current along, under and upon the streets, alleys and public places in
the said City to supply individuals, corporations, communities, and municipalities both inside and outside of said City
with electric light, heat and power for the period of twenty-five (25) years, subject to a limited right of cancellation at
the end of the sixth (6th), twelfth (12th), and eighteenth (18th) year anniversaries of the Anniversary Date; also the
right of eminent domain as provided in Section 364.2 of the Code of Iowa.

§ 118.002 The poles, lines, wires, circuits, and other appliances shall be placed and maintained so as not to
unnecessarily interfere with the travel on said streets, alleys, and public places in said City nor unnecessarily interfere
with the proper use of the same, including ordinary drainage, or with the sewers, underground pipe and other property
of the city. The said Company, its successors and assigns shall indemnify, defend, and hold the City free and
harmless from all damages, costs, and expenses whatsoever (including, but not limited to, court costs, fines,
penalties, and reasonable attorneys’ fees), judgment, liabilities and causes of action of any nature to the extent arising
from the negligent acts or omissions of the Company in the erection, operation, or maintenance of said system.

§ 118.003 In making any excavations in any street, alley, public right-of-way, or public place, Company, its
successors and assigns, shall protect the site while work is in progress by guards, barriers or signals in compliance
with the current federal, state, and local standards and requirements for traffic control, shall not unnecessarily obstruct
the use of the streets, and shall back fill all openings in such manner as to prevent settling or depressions in surface,
pavement or sidewalk of such excavations with same materials, restoring the condition as nearly as practical. All
excavations, restoration work, construction materials, and construction practices shall be in compliance with the
current City standard specifications for work in the right-of-way. The Company shall not be required to restore or
modify public right of way, sidewalks or other areas in or adjacent to the Company project to a condition superior to its
immediate previously existing condition. The Company shall obtain a no-cost R.O.W. Excavation Permit from the City
for work in the public right-of-way. In cases of emergency, the Company may complete the needed work and obtain
the required no-cost permit within two business days of beginning the emergency work. In the event the Company
fails to restore the work area in accordance with this section as promptly as is practical, the City and the Company
shall meet to resolve the issue within 10 days of notice. If the parties agree in writing, the City may complete the
necessary work at the expense of the Company.

§ 118.004 The Company shall, at its cost, locate and relocate its existing facilities or equipment in, on, over or under
any public street, right-of-way, or alley in the City in such a manner as the City may at any time reasonably require for
the purposes of facilitating the construction, reconstruction, maintenance or repair of the street or alley or any public
improvement thereof, in or about any such public street, right-of-way, or alley or reasonably promoting the efficient
operation of any such improvement. If the City requires the Company to relocate facilities in the public right of way
that have been relocated at Company expense at the direction of the City during the previous five years, the
reasonable costs of such relocation will be paid by the City.
If the City orders or requests the Company to relocate its existing facilities or equipment for any reason other than as
specified above, or as the result of the initial request for a commercial, private or other non-public development, the
Company shall receive payment for the cost of such relocation as a precondition to relocating its existing facilities or
equipment.
The City shall consider reasonable alternatives in designing its public works projects so as not arbitrarily to cause the
Company unreasonable additional expense in exercising its authority under this section. The City shall also provide a
reasonable alternative location for the Company's facilities as part of its relocation request.

§ 118.005 At least thirty (30) days prior to the City abandoning or vacating any street, avenue, alley or public ground,
the City shall notify the Company of any such vacation. If the Company notifies the City within the thirty (30) day
timeframe that the Company has electric facilities in the area, the City shall grant the Company a utility easement for
said facilities.

§ 118.006 The Company is authorized and empowered to prune or remove at Company expense any tree extending
into any street, alley or public grounds to maintain electric reliability, safety, to restore utility service and to prevent
limbs, branches or trunks from interfering with the wires and facilities of the Company. The pruning and removal of
trees shall be performed in accordance with Company's then current line clearance vegetation plan as filed and
approved by the Iowa Utilities Board, as well as all applicable codes and standards referenced therein. The removal of
any tree in the public right-of-way, except in cases of emergency, shall be approved by the City prior to said removal.

§ 118.007 Should the City desire to install banners or flags on Company poles, the City shall submit to the Company
said request on the applicable Company form. Said installations, if approved by the Company, shall comply with the
Company’s banner and flag attachment policy.

§ 118.008 The Company, upon request of the City, and without cost to it, shall permit its poles, conduits and other
distribution facilities, so far as may be done without interfering with the free use of its own wires and fixtures, to be
used for the purpose of maintaining thereon any control wires and other attachments which may be necessary for use
by the City. The City shall defend, indemnify, and hold the Company harmless from any and all causes of action for
injury, litigation or damages which may arise out of or by reason of the placing or maintenance of such control wires
and other attachments by the City upon facilities of the Company, provided such causes of action did not arise out of
the negligence of the Company. Such control wires and other attachments shall meet all applicable codes, rules and
regulations that may be in effect.
Specifically, all installations of said wires and attachments shall be conditioned upon compliance with the safety rules
of the Company, as well as the requirements of the National Electric safety Code (NESC) or other safety requirements
as adopted by the Iowa Utilities Board under 199 IAC Chapter 25. If the Company has a need for space utilized by the
City, including conduits, the City will, within a reasonable period of time, remove said control wires and attachments or
will, at its own cost, provide the Company with a reasonable alternative location that similarly allows expansion of the
electrical distribution system serving the electric customers, without disrupting Company operations.

§ 118.009 During the term of this franchise, the Company shall furnish electric energy in accordance with the
applicable regulations of the Iowa Utilities Board and the Company's tariffs. The Company will maintain compliance
with Iowa Utilities Board regulatory standards for reliability.

§ 118.010 Service to be rendered by the Company under this franchise shall be continuous unless prevented from
doing so by fire, acts of God, unavoidable accidents or casualties, or reasonable interruptions necessary to properly
service the Company's equipment, and in such event service shall be resumed as quickly as is reasonably possible.

§ 118.011 If, during the term of this franchise, the City wishes to consider the assessment of a franchise fee pursuant
to Iowa law, the Company shall agree to amend this section consistent with the Company’s then current standard
terms and conditions for franchise fees.

§ 118.012 The term of the franchise granted by this Ordinance and the rights granted thereunder shall continue for
the period of twenty-five (25) years from and after its acceptance by the said Company, as herein provided, except
that the City may open for revisions or cancel this franchise on the sixth (6th), twelfth (12th), and eighteenth (18th)
year anniversaries of the Anniversary Date of this franchise by notifying Company in writing of its desire to do so, said
notification to be given within thirty (30) days of the sixth (6th), twelfth (12th), and eighteenth (18th) year anniversaries
respectively of this franchise. Revisions related to the implementation of a franchise fee (see section 9) are not
subject to the sixth (6th), twelfth (12th), and eighteenth (18th) year anniversary milestones and the advance notice
provisions, and can be added to this ordinance at any time during the 25-year term. If Company is not notified of the
request for cancellation by the sixth (6th), twelfth (12th), and eighteenth (18th) year anniversaries then this franchise
shall continue without cancellation until the next relevant cancellation period or if such subsequent cancellation
periods are not exercised, up to the twenty fifth (25th) year. The acceptance shall be filed with the City Clerk within
ninety (90) days from passage of this Ordinance.

§ 118.013 The City reserves the right to notify the Company at any time during the term of this franchise agreement
of their intent to open for revisions or cancel this franchise due to the company’s failure to comply with the December
31, 2024 construction completion deadline set in the Letter of Intent between the City and Company dated
______________________, 2019. Once this notice of non-compliance is sent to the Company, the Company shall
have 30 days to prepare and deliver its initial response back to the City.

§ 118.014 If any section or provision of this ordinance is held invalid by a court of competent jurisdiction, such holding
shall not affect the validity of any other provisions of this ordinance which can be given effect without the invalid
portion or portions and to this end each section and provision of this ordinance is severable.

§ 118.015 The expense of the publication of this Ordinance shall be paid by the Company.

§ 118.016 This Ordinance sets forth and constitutes the entire agreement between the Company and the City with
respect to the rights contained herein, and may not be supplemented, superseded, modified or otherwise amended
without the written approval and acceptance of the Company. Notwithstanding the foregoing, in no event shall the City
enact or maintain any Ordinance or place any limitations, either operationally or through the assessment of fees other
than those approved and accepted by the Company within this Ordinance, that create additional burdens upon the
Company, or which delay utility operations.

SECTION 2: Repealer Clause. All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby repealed.
SECTION 3: Severability Clause. If any section, provision or part of this ordinance shall be adjudged invalid or
unconstitutional, such adjudication shall not affect the validity of the ordinance as a whole or any section, provision or part
thereof not adjudged invalid or unconstitutional.
SECTION 4: Effective Date. This ordinance shall be effective from and after the final passage, approval and publication
as provided by law.

APPROVED this _____ day of ___________________, 2019.
PASSED this _____ day of _______________________, 2019.

(SEAL)
Michael L. Hansen, Mayor
ATTEST:
_________________________________
Katrina Davis, City Clerk
I, Katrina Davis, City Clerk of the City of Newton, Iowa, do hereby certify that the foregoing Ordinance was passed and
approved by the City Council of the City of Newton, Iowa, on the _____ day of ___________________, 200X, and was
published in the Newton Daily News, a newspaper of general circulation in the said City of Newton on the _____ day of
___________________, 20__.

Signed: ____________________________
Katrina Davis, City Clerk

City of Newton Council Report

Item: Ordinance deleting property from the Tax Increment
Financing District for the Speedway-Prairie Fire Economic
Development Urban Renewal Area of the City of Newton,
Iowa, Pursuant to Section 403.19 of the Code of Iowa

Report Number: 19-162

Date: August 5, 2019
Summary: Removing land from the TIF District for the
Speedway-Prairie Fire Economic Development Urban
Renewal Area.
Financial Impact:
None

Lead Departments:
Community
Development/Finance
Recommendation:
Approve

Background: In order to be prepared for potential future development, it is desirable to remove a
portion of land from the Speedway/Prairie Fire Urban Renewal Area so that steps can be taken to
create a new urban renewal area which will provide the ability for the City to promote development on
the subject land.
Removal of the property from the Speedway/Prairie Fire Urban Renewal Area will not negatively impact
what remains for the Speedway/Prairie Fire Urban Renewal area as the subject land is not contributing
increment to the existing economic development urban renewal area.
Recommendation: City Staff recommends approval.

Rob Burdess,
Acting City Administrator

ORDINANCE NO._______
An Ordinance Deleting Property From the Tax Increment Financing District for
the Speedway-Prairie Fire Economic Development Urban Renewal Area of the
City of Newton, Iowa, Pursuant to Section 403.19 of the Code of Iowa
WHEREAS, the City Council of the City of Newton, Iowa (the “City”) previously
enacted an ordinance providing for the division of taxes levied on taxable property in the
Speedway-Prairie Fire Economic Development Urban Renewal Area pursuant to Section 403.19
of the Code of Iowa; and
WHEREAS, pursuant to that ordinance, a portion of the Speedway-Prairie Fire Economic
Development Urban Renewal Area in the City of Newton was designated a “tax increment
district”; and
WHEREAS, the City Council now desires to decrease the size of the “tax increment
district” by deleting certain property;
BE IT ENACTED by the City Council of the City of Newton, Iowa:
Section 1.
Purpose. The purpose of this ordinance is to delete certain property from
the tax increment financing district for the Speedway-Prairie Fire Economic Development Urban
Renewal Area.
Section 2.
Definitions. For use within this ordinance the following terms shall have
the following meanings:
“Deleted Property” shall mean certain real property situated in the City of Newton,
Jasper County, State of Iowa, more particularly described as follows:
Parcel 1, 2, & 3:
Owner: Karen Wolfe and Ora Wolfe
Parcel ID:
1301100004, 1301300001, 1301300002
Legal: All that part of the Southwest Quarter of the Northwest Quarter of Section 1,
Township 79 North, Range 19 West of the 5th P.M., Jasper County, Iowa, now located
inside the corporate limits of Newton, Iowa, lying South of Interstate Highway 80; and,
Commencing at the Northwest Corner of the North one-half of the southwest Quarter of
Section 1, Township 79 North, Range 19 West of the 5th P.M., Jasper County, Iowa, and
running thence South along the west line of said Section, a distance of 46 rods, thence
East to a point 34 rods and 13 feet East of the West line of said Section, thence North 46
rods, and thence West 34 rods and 13 feet to the point of beginning, subject to that certain
Roadway Acquisition and Easement for the Construction and Maintenance of Sanitary
Sewer Facility dated 8/11/83 and appearing of record in Book 849 at Page 370 in the
office of the Recorder of Jasper County, Iowa, and further subject to easements,
restrictions, reservations and roadways of record or in obvious use, if any.

Parcel 4:
Owner: Emerson-Biggins LLC
Parcel ID:
1301300011
Legal: Parcel B located in the Northwest Quarter of the Southwest Quarter of Section1,
Township 79 North, Range 19 West of the 5th P.M., Jasper County, Iowa, as appears in
plat recorded in Book A, Page 541, in the office of the Recorder of said County;
EXCEPT That part conveyed to the City of Newton, Iowa by Warranty Deed recorded at
Document No. 2009-5719 in the office of the Recorder of said county.
Parcel 5:
Owner: Emerson-Biggins LLC
Parcel ID:
1301300012
Legal: Parcel A located in the Northeast Quarter of the Southwest Quarter and the
Northwest Quarter of the Southeast Quarter of Section 1, Township 79 North, Range 19
West of the 5th P.M., Jasper County, Iowa, as appears in plat recorded in Book A, Page
541, in the office of the Recorder of said County.

Section 3.
The Deleted Property is hereby removed from the tax increment financing
district for the Speedway-Prairie Fire Economic Development Urban Renewal Area. No division
of property tax revenues as provided under Section 403.19 of the Code of Iowa shall be done
with respect to the Deleted Property without further action by the City Council.
Section 4.
Repealer. All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict with the
provisions of this ordinance are hereby repealed.
Section 5.
Saving Clause. If any section, provision, or part of this ordinance shall be
adjudged invalid or unconstitutional, such adjudication shall not affect the validity of the
ordinance as a whole or any section, provision or part thereof not adjudged invalid or
unconstitutional.
Section 6.
Effective Date. This ordinance shall be effective after its final passage,
approval and publication as provided by law.
Passed and approved by the Council of the City of Newton, Iowa, on the ______ day of
_____________________, 2019.

Michael L. Hansen, Mayor
Attest:

Katrina Davis, City Clerk

2019 Sports Entertainment Urban Renewal Area Map

City of Newton Council Report
Item: Ordinance amending the Code of
Ordinances, City of Newton, Iowa, 2016, Title XV,
Chapter 150, “Building Regulations” and Chapter
151, “Minimum Housing Code”
Summary: The Property Maintenance Code will
provide an additional tool to address conditions
at all properties in Newton.
Changes to the
Minimum Housing Code will improve the
effectiveness of the Rental Inspection Program and
the Crime Free Multi-Housing Program.

Report Number: 19-163
Date: August 5, 2019
Lead Department: Community
Development Department
Recommendation:
Approve

Financial Impact: None.

Background: Through the 2018 Goal Setting Process, City Council identified updating the Rental
Inspection Program as one of eighteen goals for the 2018-2020 period. As Fire Marshal Mike Knoll
retired, City staff set to work on a restructuring of the Rental Inspection Program.
Beginning with meetings, presentations and conversations with stakeholders, citizens, staff, and City
Council in Spring 2019 and into the summer, staff heard the following feedback:
•

A concern regarding different standards for owner occupied homes vs. rental property

•

A desire to examine in-house inspections vs. contract inspections

•

A desire to have consistency in inspections across properties

•

A desire to continue and improve enforcement of Crime Free Multi-Housing Code

•

A desire for a predictable process

•

A desire for accountability for bad actors or unregistered property owners

At the June 3, 2019 meeting, City Council provided guidance to staff to proceed with developing a
program which utilizes a contract inspection service provider. Since that time, the following steps
have been taken:
•

June 17-21, 2019: Staff contacted 25 inspection services across the State of Iowa. Nine (9)
service providers expressed interest in receiving the City’s Request for Qualifications (RFQ).

•

June-July, 2019: Staff reviews and drafts amendments to the Minimum Rental Housing Code,
including separating Crime Free Multi-Housing into its own stand-alone section. Staff reviews
the International Property Maintenance Code, 2015 edition.

•

July 19, 2019: Deadline for the response to the RFQ from inspection service providers. Three
responses received.

•

July 29, 2019: Landlord meeting to review process, received RFQs and answer questions in
advance of the August 5th City Council meeting.

Summary of Ordinance Amendments:
Property Maintenance Code. The International Property Maintenance Code, 2015 edition is
recommended to be adopted as part of Chapter 150 “Building Regulations”. The Property
Maintenance Code would apply to all residential and non-residential properties in the City. It will
provide City Staff with the appropriate tool to deal with conditions equally across properties,
regardless of whether they are owner occupied or rental homes or commercial buildings located in the
Downtown.
The attached ordinance includes a few amendments to the International Property Maintenance Code,
2015 edition:
•

Referencing the adopted Uniform Code for the Abatement of Dangerous Buildings for Notice
and Order processes.

•

Identifying the Building Trades Board as the appeals board

•

Specifying that peeling paint is a violation only when it is exhibited on 50% of all exterior
surfaces

•

Providing clarification on appropriate exterior surface coverings

•

Inserting references

•

Referencing the adopted Residential, Building, Plumbing, Mechanical, Electrical, and Fire
Code

Minimum Rental Housing Code. The Minimum Rental Housing Code amendments completely
remove Crime Free Multi-Housing from this section. At this, the August 5th meeting, the Newton
Police Department is providing an ordinance adopting the provisions related to that program back into
the City Code, with some amendments. This separation will provide for clarity in the enforcement of
the codes related to Crime Free Multi-Housing.
In addition, there are a handful of amendments and re-positionings of existing language, which create
a code that can be clearly understood by staff, inspection services, and rental property owners. The
amendments do not adjust the “Requirements and Conditions” section of the code, which has been a
primary concern of landlords.
The amended Minimum Rental Housing Code deletes references to the Fire Chief and replaces with
Community Development Director or Designee. In addition, there are references to a Rental Housing
Inspection Program Administrative Policy, which will come before the council for review at the time of
the 3rd reading of this ordinance.
Schedule of Review/Adoption:
August 5, 2019: First Reading of the Ordinance
August 5, 2019: Resolution selecting contract inspection service
August 19, 2019: Second Reading of the Ordinance
September 3, 2019: Third Reading of the Ordinance
September 3, 2019: Resolution adopting Rental Inspection Program Admin Policy
September 3, 2019: Resolution adopting fee schedule for Rental Program

Recommendation: Staff recommends approval of the ordinance.

Rob Burdess
Acting City Administrator

ORDINANCE NO. __________
ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CODE OF ORDINANCES, CITY OF NEWTON, IOWA, 2016, TITLE
XV, CHAPTER 150, “BUILDING REGULATIONS” AND CHAPTER 151, “MINIMUM HOUSING
CODE”
NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NEWTON DOES ORDAIN AS
FOLLOWS:
Section 1. The Code of Ordinance, City of Newton, Iowa, 2016, Title XV, Chapter 150, “Building
Regulations” is hereby amended by adding language found in Attachment A.
Section 2. The Code of Ordinances, City of Newton, Iowa, 2016, Title XV, Chapter 151, “Minimum
Housing Code” is hereby repealed, in its entirety, and replaced with language as found in Attachment
B:

Section 3. Repealer Clause. All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby
repealed.

Section 4. Severability Clause. If any section, provision or part of this ordinance shall be adjudged
invalid or unconstitutional, such adjudication shall not affect the validity of the ordinance as a whole or
any section, provision or part thereof not adjudged invalid or unconstitutional.

Section 5. Effective. This ordinance shall be effective on ____________, 2019, after the final
passage, approval and publication as provided by law.

PASSED this ____ day of ______________________, 2019.
APPROVED this ____ day of ______________________, 2019.
(SEAL)
Michael L. Hansen, Mayor
ATTEST:
Katrina Davis, City Clerk

I, Katrina Davis, City Clerk of the City of Newton, Iowa, do hereby certify that the foregoing Ordinance
was passed and approved by the City Council of the City of Newton, Iowa on the ____ day of
_______________________, 2019 and was published in the Newton Daily News, a newspaper of
general circulation in the said City of Newton on the _____ day of _______________________, 2019.
Dated this ____ day of _______________________, 2019.

Attachment A.

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE CODE
150.006 PROPERTY MAINTENANCE CODE.
(A) Title. Pursuant to the authority of Iowa Code §380.10, the International Property
Maintenance Code, 2015 Edition is hereby adopted by reference as the Property Maintenance
Code for the purpose of providing rules and regulations for the minimum requirements and
standards for all residential and nonresidential structures within the city to safeguard life or
limb, health, property, and public welfare.
(B) Copies on File. Official copies of said codes, including amendments as adopted, or
on file in the Office of Community Development.
(C) Available for public inspection. Copies of said code shall be kept available at the
Office of Community Development for public inspection.
(D) Conflicts and/or duplications. Provisions in the Property Maintenance Code shall
be deemed to repeal or invalidate by implication any provision of the ordinances of the city, as
amended, and where other ordinances of the city shall in any way duplicate or conflict with the
provisions of the Property Maintenance Code adopted under the terms of this section, the
more strict provisions shall prevail.
(E) Amendments.
(1) Delete Section 108, Section 109, Section 110. Note: Refer to adopted
Uniform Code for the Abatement of Dangerous Buildings.
(2) Delete Section 111.2 and replace with the following language: The board of
appeals shall be the Building Trades Board as established by Newton City Code.
(3) Section 302.4 Weeds. Insert six (6) inches.
(4) Section 304.2 Protective Treatment. Amend third sentence as follows:
“Peeling, flaking, and chipped paint, when it occurs on more than 50% of the exterior surfaces
for the entire structure, shall be eliminated and surfaces repainted.”
(5) Section 304.2 Protective Treatment. Delete last two sentences.
(6) Section 304.6 Exterior Walls. Delete and replace as follows: “Exterior walls
shall be free from holes, breaks, and loose, missing, or rotted materials; and maintained
weatherproof and properly surface coated or covered with a material manufactured as an
exterior siding product where required to prevent deterioration.”
(7) Chapter 4 Light, Ventilation and Occupancy Limitations. Delete all references
to International Building Code and replace with City of Newton Adopted Building Code.
(8) Chapter 5 Plumbing Facilities and Fixture Requirements. Delete all
references to International Plumbing Code and replace with City of Newton Adopted Plumbing
Code.
(9) Chapter 6 Mechanical and Electrical Requirements. Delete all references to
International Building Code and replace with City of Newton Adopted Building Code. Delete all
references to International Plumbing Code and replace with City of Newton Adopted Plumbing
Code.
(10) Fire Safety Requirements. Delete all references to International Building
Code and replace with City of Newton Adopted Building Code. Delete all references to
International Fire Code and replace with City of Newton Adopted Fire Code.

Attachment B.

MINIMUM RENTAL HOUSING CODE
GENERAL PROVISION
151.001 PURPOSE.
The purpose of this chapter is to provide minimum standards to safeguard life or limb, health,
property and public welfare by regulating and controlling the use, occupancy and maintenance
of all residential rental buildings and related structures within the city.
151.002 SCOPE.
(A) The provisions of this chapter shall apply to all buildings or portions thereof within the
jurisdiction of the city which are non-owner occupied and which are used or intended to be
used for human occupancy. Except as otherwise provided in this chapter, such occupancy in
existing buildings may be continued as provided in the International Residential Code, § R1027, as adopted by the city. Additionally, all accessory buildings or structures are hereby
subject to all applicable sections regarding health, safety and maintenance thereof, as
contained in the city’s Building Code.
(B) Exception: a non-owner occupied single-family home, may be considered a non-rental
dwelling and not subject to the minimum rental housing code if the following conditions exist:
only direct family members of the property owner(s) live on the property. DIRECT FAMILY
MEMBERS, for purposes of this chapter, shall mean the property owner’s spouse, parent,
child, stepchild, father-in-law. mother-in-law, daughter-in-law and son-in-law. Final approval
shall be the decision of the Director of Community Development or designee. The property
cannot be used to generate any type of rental income for this exception.
151.003 TITLE.
The regulations set out in the chapter, together with the International Residential Code for
One- and Two-Family Dwelling, The International Building Code, The International Property
Maintenance Code and the International Fire Code, current additions as adopted by the city
shall be known as the “Newton Minimum Rental Housing Code”, and may be cited as such. To
the extent any of the provisions of the codes are inconsistent with the provisions of this
chapter, then the provisions of this chapter shall apply and the conflicting provisions of such
other codes shall not apply to this chapter.
151.004 DEFINITIONS.
For the purpose of this chapter, certain terms and words are defined in this section and are
used in addition to definitions found in the codes adopted by reference that together, with this
chapter are known as the Newton Minimum Rental Housing Code.
ACCESSORY STRUCTURE. A structure which is not used or intended to be used for living or
sleeping by human occupants.
APPURTENANCE. That which is directly or indirectly connected or accessory to some other
structure.
BATH. A bathtub or shower stall connected with hot and cold waterlines.
BOARDINGHOUSE. A building other than a hotel or other overnight lodging facility where,
for compensation, lodging and meals are provided by the building owners or managers for
residential boarders with meals for all resident boarders provided in the central kitchen facility
within said building. Said BOARDING FACILITY shall be distinctive from transient lodging
facilities such as hotels, beds and breakfasts, other overnight lodging facilities or public
eateries. Residents within said Boardinghouse facility shall be accommodated with weekly,
monthly or yearly tenant agreements or leases.
COMMUNAL. Used or shared by or intended to used or shared by the occupants of two or
more rooming units or two or more dwelling units.
CONDOMINIUM. A dwelling unit which is in compliance with the requirements of I.C.A. Ch.
499B, as amended.
COOPERATIVE. A dwelling unit which is compliance with the requirements of I.C.A. Ch.
499B as amended.

COURT. An open unoccupied space which is more than 50% enclosed by buildings.
DINING ROOM. A habitable room used or intended to be used for the purpose of eating, but
not for cooking or the preparation of meals.
DWELLING. Any building which is wholly or partially used or intended to be used for living or
sleeping by human occupants.
DWELLING UNIT. Any habitable building, room or group of adjoining habitable rooms
located within a dwelling and forming a single unit with facilities which are used or intended to
be used for living, sleeping, cooking or eating meals. An efficiency unit fails under this
definition.
EXTERMINATION. The control and elimination of insects, rodents or other pests by
eliminating the harborage places, by removing or making inaccessible materials that may
serve as their food, by poisoning, spraying, fumigating or trapping or by any other recognized
and legal pest elimination methods approved by the Inspector.
FAMILY. One or more persons occupying a single dwelling unit. No such FAMILY shall
contain more than four persons, unless all such persons are related by either blood, marriage
or adoption.
GARBAGE. Animal or vegetable waste resulting from the handling, preparation, cooking or
consumption of food, and shall also mean combustible waste material in accordance with the
city’s burning regulations.
INSPECTION INITIAL. A periodic inspection of a dwelling unit conducted to determine
compliance with the provisions of this chapter, whether initiated by the Inspector or by written
complaint.
INSPECTION, FOLLOW-UP. One of a number of re-inspections of a dwelling unit following
an initial inspection, designed to determine and achieve compliance with deficiencies noted in
the initial and any other follow-up inspection.
INSPECTOR. The official who is charged with the administration and enforcement of this
code, or any duly authorized representative. Also, Code Official
KITCHEN. A habitable room used or intended to be used for cooking and the preparation of
meals.
LAVATORY. A hand-washing basin which is connected to both hot and cold water lines,
which is separate and distinct from the kitchen sink.
MINIMUM RENTAL HOUSING OCCUPANCY PERMIT (RENTAL HOUSING PERMIT). A
document issued by the city evidencing authority to occupy a dwelling unit.
MULTIPLE DWELLING. Any dwelling containing more than two dwelling units.
OPERATION. Any person who has charge, care or control of a building or part thereof, in
which dwelling units or rooming units are let. Also, Operator.
OWNER. Any person who, alone or jointly or severally with others: shall have legal title to
any dwelling unit, with or without accompanying actual possession thereof; or shall have
charge care or control of any dwelling or dwelling unit, as owner or agent of the owner, or as
executor, administrator, trustee or guardian of the estate of the owner. Any such person thus
representing the actual OWNER shall be bound to comply with the provisions of this chapter to
the same extent as if the representative were the OWNER.
PLUMBING. All of the following supplied facilities and equipment: gas pipes; gas burning
equipment; water pipes; garbage disposal units waste pipes; water closets sinks; dishwashers;
lavatories; bathtubs; shower baths; clothes washing machines; catch basins; drains; vents; and
any other similar supplied fixtures, together with all connections and to water sewer or gas
lines.
REFUSE. Waste material, except human waste, including garbage, rubbish, ashes and
dead animals.
RENTAL UNIT. One dwelling unity within a rental property. If a common area and facilities
are provided in a dwelling for the use of the occupants of units therein, such common area and

facilities shall constitute a part of each rental unit for the purpose of inspection and compliance
with this chapter.
RENT Any form of payment, including but not limited to cash, services, or other valuable
considerations, provided as a condition of occupying a dwelling not owned by the occupant.
ROOMER. An occupant of a rooming house or rooming unit, and shall also mean an
occupant of a dwelling who is not a member of the family occupying the dwelling.
ROOMING HOUSE. An owner-occupied or manager-occupied single dwelling unit wherein
individual sleeping rooms are provided to not less than three unrelated resident tenants. Each
rooming unit within the rooming house shall have a bath and toilet facilities available for
exclusive use by the occupant. Not more than one kitchen facility shall be established within
said structure wherein meals may be prepared by resident tenants. Said ROOMING
FACILITY shall be distinctive from transient lodging facilities such as hotels, beds and
breakfast, other overnight lodging facilities or public eateries. Residents within said rooming
house facility shall be accommodated with weekly, monthly or yearly tenant agreements or
leases.
ROOMING UNIT. Any habitable room or group of adjoining rooms located within a dwelling
and forming a single unit, with facilities which are intended to be used primarily for living and
sleeping. A ROOMING UNIT shall have a bath and toilet facilities available for exclusive use
by the occupant.
SINGLE-FAMILY DWELLING. Structure containing one dwelling unit.

PERMIT PROCEDURES
151.005 REGISTRATION AND CRIME-FREE HOUSING TRAINING REQUIREMENT
(A) Registration. All rental properties and rental units within the corporate limits of the City
of Newton shall be registered with the City by the owner or the owner’s representative.
The owner or owner’s representative shall file a completed registration form (as
provided by the City) within thirty (30) days of the property becoming a rental property,
and subsequently at the time the rental inspection is due.
Registration shall be accompanied by a fee as established by resolution of council.
(B) Crime free housing training required for residential property owners and managers. All
persons applying for a rental permit for residential property and/or the managers of the
respective rental properties of four or more rental units, shall have successfully
completed mandatory crime free management training, administered or certified by the
city, prior to issuance of the rental housing occupancy permit. The permit will be issued
only after successful completion of the training. A temporary occupancy permit may be
issued to the property owner for a minimum reasonable period of time which the
inspector determines is needed in order to complete training requirements.

151.010 RENTAL INSPECTION.
Each rental property and rental unit shall be inspected by the designated inspector at a
frequency stated in the Rental Housing Inspection Program Administrative Policy. The
inspections will be conducted to confirm compliance with the Newton Minimum Rental Housing
Code. Inspections will be conducted in accordance with the Rental Housing Inspection
Program Administrative Policy and in accordance with all state and federal laws pertaining to
tenant rights and notification requirements.

151.015 RENTAL OCCUPANCY PERMIT
When the owner has complied with all requirements of this chapter and the Rental Housing
Inspection Program Administrative Policy for a dwelling unit and has paid all fees required by
this chapter, the City shall issue a minimum rental housing occupancy permit to the owner for
such dwelling unit.

(A) Expiration of occupancy permit. A rental occupancy permit for a dwelling unit shall be
valid until the date of expiration as printed on the face of the issued permit, unless the
unit, at any time, is found to be in violation of the requirements of this chapter and/or the
Rental Housing Inspection Program Administrative Policy.
No new rental occupancy permit shall be issued with respect to such dwelling unit until
the owner has complied with all requirements of this chapter and the Rental Housing
Inspection Program Administrative Policy.
(B) Location of occupancy permit. The owner shall cause the occupancy permit to be
placed in each property/unit where it is readily available for examination by prospective
tenants, current tenants and the Inspector at all times. If the permit is not available for
examination during any inspection, the owner shall be required to immediately replace
such permit at the owner’s expense. Replacement cost of permit shall be set by City
Council resolution.
(C) Effect of issuance of occupancy permit.
(1) The issuance of a minimum rental housing occupancy permit for a dwelling unit
shall not be construed to mean that the dwelling unit complies with the provisions of this
chapter or with any of the provisions of any other chapters of this code, including, but
not limited to, city zoning.
(2) After issuance of a minimum rental housing occupancy permit for a dwelling unit, if
it is determined that the dwelling unit, or the structure of which the dwelling unit is a part,
fails to comply with any of the provisions of this chapter, the City of Newton may require
the owner to bring said dwelling unit or structure into compliance with all of the
provisions of this chapter. Failure to bring said dwelling unit into compliance shall result
in an invalid rental occupancy permit.
(D) Temporary occupancy permit. The City of Newton may, but is not required to, issue a
temporary rental housing occupancy permit under either of the following circumstances:
(1) Reasonable time to inspect. If the Director of Community Development or designee
determines that it is impractical to inspect a dwelling unit within a reasonable time after
an owner makes application for occupancy permit, provided the owner has made
application prior to expiration of said permit. In such case, the City of Newton may issue
a temporary rental housing occupancy permit which shall be valid for the minimum
reasonable period of time which the Director of Community Development or designee
determines is needed in order to complete the inspection of the dwelling unit; or
(2) Previously issued permit. If an occupancy permit previously issued with respect to
a dwelling unit has expired, by reason of the next initial inspection of the dwelling unit
having been conducted and if the dwelling unit does not then comply with all of the
requirements of this chapter. In such case, the Director of Community Development or
designee may, but is not required to; issue a temporary occupancy permit for the
minimum reasonable period of time which the Director of Community Development or
designee determines is needed by the owner to bring the dwelling unit into compliance
with all of the requirements of this chapter, provided life-safety of tenants is not at risk.
(3) In either case, the expiration date of the temporary occupancy permit shall be stated
on the face of the permit.

151.017 BUILDING PERMIT REQUIRED
(A) Building permit required.
(1) It shall be unlawful for any person to erect, construct, enlarge, alter, repair, move,
improve, remove, convert or demolish any building or structure regulated by this chapter
without first obtaining a separate permit for each building or structure from the city.
(2) Any owner or authorized agent who intends to construct, enlarge, alter, repair, move,
demolish or change the occupancy of a building or structure, or to erect, install, enlarge, alter,

repair, remove, convert or replace any electrical, gas, mechanical or plumbing system, the
installation of which is regulated by the International Residential Code, or to cause any such
work to be done, shall first make an application to the city and obtain the required permit.
(B) Permit fees. Whenever a building permit is required by this chapter, the appropriate fees
shall be paid to the city at the rate established by the City Council.
(C) Inspections. All buildings or structures within the scope of this chapter and all
construction or work which a permit is required shall be subject to inspection by the Building
Official in accordance with the manner provided by this chapter and § R105, Permits, and §
R106, Construction Documents, of the International Residential Code.
151.020 CONTACT INFORMATION
All rental properties shall have the name and contact information of the property owner and/or
the property owner’s representative clearly and visibly posted for tenants.
151.023 FEE SCHEDULE.
All initial inspection fees, follow-up inspection fees, registration fees and any other fees or
penalty assessed pursuant to the provisions of this chapter shall be in such amounts as are set
by resolution of the City Council. All such fees shall be published in a fee schedule which shall
be kept on file at the office of the City Clerk, and made available for distribution to the public at
no cost.

151.025 VIOLATIONS
Rental properties and/or rental units that fail to comply with this chapter, including but not
limited to failure to register a property, shall be referred to the City of Newton Community
Development Department and the Newton City Attorney for prosecution as a municipal
infraction. Failure to comply with this chapter may result in the revocation of a certificate of
occupancy, revocation of a rental occupancy permit, and/or a requirement to vacate the
property.
.
REQUIREMENTS AND CONDITIONS
151.035 SANITARY REQUIREMENTS.
The dwelling unit shall include its own sanitary facilities which are in proper operating
condition, can be used in privacy and are adequate for personal cleanliness and the disposal
of human waste.
(A) General.
(1) Toilets and lavatory basins. At least one toilet and one lavatory basin shall be supplied
for each four persons or fraction thereof residing within a dwelling containing a rooming unit,
including members of the operator’s family whenever they share such facilities, unless more
restrictive code provisions apply to a dwelling, in which case the more stringent requirements
shall govern.
(2) Baths. At least one bath shall be supplied for each four persons or fraction thereof
residing with a dwelling containing a rooming unit, including members of the operator’s family
whenever they share such facilities.
(3) Kitchens. An approved kitchen sink with hot and cold running water shall be supplied,
with adequate space for the storage and preparation of food.
(B) Structural requirements.
(1) Connection to water and sewer system. Every kitchen sink, toilet, lavatory basin and
bath shall be properly connected to an approved water and sewer system as provided for in
the applicable city regulations.
(2) Separation of bathroom facilities and from other rooms. Every toilet, bath and lavatory
basin and bath shall be contained within a room which will afford privacy to the user, and shall
be separated from a food preparation area by a tight-fitting door; except that, the lavatory may
be immediately adjacent to the toilet room.

(3) Communal toilets and baths. Communal toilets and baths shall be located on the
same floor or the floor immediately above or below the rooming unit.
(4) Communal kitchen. If a communal kitchen is supplied, it shall comply with the
following requirements.
(a) Floor area. The minimum floor area of communal kitchens shall be 70 square feet.
(b) Floor area/dining. In communal kitchens which permits roomers to prepare and eat
meals shall be a minimum of 100 square feet.
(c) Kitchen. The kitchen shall contain adequate food storage capacity, an approved sink
and a stove or range.
(d) Kitchen storage. The kitchen shall include at least one cabinet of adequate size
suitable for the storage of food, and eating and cooking utensils.
(e) Table/chairs. The kitchen shall contain a table and adequate chairs for the normal
use of the facilities if a communal dining room is not supplied.
(f) Kitchen accessibility. Every communal kitchen shall be located within a room
accessible to the occupants of each rooming unit sharing the use of such kitchen without going
outside of the dwelling and without going through a dwelling unit or rooming unit of another
occupant.
(5) Communal dining rooms. Every dwelling within which the occupant is permitted to
prepare meals or cook within a communal kitchen containing less than 100 square feet of floor
area shall contain a communal dining room which complies with the following requirements.
(a) Every communal dining room shall be located on the same floor as the communal
kitchen and located as nearly adjacent to the communal kitchen as is practicable.
(b) Accessibility to the communal dining room by occupant shall be the same as
requirements for communal kitchens.
(c) The communal dining room shall contain a table and adequate chairs for the normal
use of the facilities.
(d) The communal dining room shall contain not less than 70 square feet of floor area.
(C) Acceptability criteria. All sanitary units should be fully functional and in proper operating
condition, shall be free from leaks and mineral buildup and shall be clean to normally accepted
household cleanliness standards. Drainage shall be complete in lavatories and sinks, and all
units must meet the requirements of the city’s Plumbing Code.
151.036 FOOD PREPARATION; GARBAGE DISPOSAL.
(A) Performance requirements. The dwelling unit shall contain suitable space and
equipment to store, prepare and serve foods in a sanitary manner. There shall be adequate
facilities and services for the sanitary disposal of food wastes and garbage, including facilities
for temporary storage where necessary.
(B) Structural requirements. Structural requirements for food preparation and garbage
disposal facilities shall be as provided in § 151.035 of this chapter pertaining to sanitary
requirements.
(C) Acceptability criteria. Refrigerators, cooking stoves or ranges and other food preparation
equipment shall be in proper operating order. Areas shall be clean to normally acceptable
household cleanliness standards. Temporary and permanent garbage receptacles shall be free
of leaks, shall be covered and should not show buildup of deposits due to lack of cleaning. If
plastic bags are used for garbage disposal, they should be placed in a container indoors. Full
bags should be placed in a holding area other than the food preparation area.
151.037 SPACE AND SECURITY.
(A) Performance requirements. The dwelling shall afford the residents adequate space and
security.
(B) Structural requirements.

(1) Permissible occupancy. Floor area per occupant for efficiency units. Every efficiency
unit shall contain at least 220 square feet of floor space for the first occupant and at least 100
additional square feet of floor space for every additional occupant. In determining the
maximum permissible occupancy, the floor area of that part of a room where the ceiling height
is less than five feet and shall not be considered when computing the total floor area of the
room.
(2) Floor area per occupant for sleeping rooms. In every dwelling unit of two or more
rooms and every rooming unit, every room occupied for sleeping purposes by one occupant
shall contain at least 70 square feet of floor space and every room occupied for sleeping
purposes by more than one occupant shall contain at least 40 square feet of floor space for
each occupant.
(3) Maximum occupancy. Not more than one family or no more than four unrelated person
shall occupy a dwelling unit, except for guests, and except for domestic or household
employees.
(4) Ceiling heights. The ceiling height in every habitable room shall be at least seven feet.
Obstructions of space by such items as water and gas pipes, cabinetry and the like shall be
permitted when such obstructions are located in such a fashion that they do not interfere with
normal or emergency ingress or egress and are approved by the Inspector. In no event may an
obstruction be located nearer than six feet, four inches to the floor.
(5) Acceptable criteria. The dwelling shall conform to this division (B) pertaining to
structural requirements. Sleeping areas should have doors latchable or lockable from within for
privacy and safety. Latches or locks should be of the type to permit swift emergency exit in
accordance with the International Fire Code.
151.038 ACCESS.
(A) Performance requirements. Access to each dwelling unit or rooming unit shall not
require first entering any other dwelling unit or rooming unit; except that, access to rooming
units may be through a living room or kitchen of a unit occupied by the owner or operator of the
structure.
(B) Structural requirements. No dwelling, dwelling unit or rooming unit containing two or
more sleeping rooms shall have such arrangements that access to a bathroom or water closet
compartment intended for use by the occupant of more than one sleeping room can be gained
only by going through another sleeping room.
(C) Acceptability criteria. The dwelling unit shall be usable and capable of being maintained
without unauthorized use of other private properties. Further requirements are contained in
§ 151.041 of this chapter pertaining to exits.
151.039 LIGHTING IN PUBLIC HAILS AND STAIRWAYS.
(A) Performance requirements. Public passageways and stairways in dwellings
accommodating two or more dwelling units or rooming units shall be provided with a
convenient wall-mounted light switch which activates an adequate lighting system.
(B) Structural requirements. Switches shall be placed at both the top and bottom of
stairwells and must be of the types which meet the Electrical Code of the city.
(C) Acceptability criteria. Acceptability criteria shall be the requirements set out in divisions
(A) and (B) above.
151.040 FIRE SAFETY.
All rental housing shall be provided with fire protection equipment as follows.
(A) Fire extinguishers. All dwelling units with three or more dwelling units shall be provided
with a sufficient number of fire extinguishers which are approved by the Fire Marshal. Fire
extinguishers shall be properly mounted and accessible to all occupants. Fire extinguishers
shall comply with National Fire Protection Association, Standard 10. Minimum size shall be 2A
10B C (5 Pound). Fire extinguishers shall be equipped with a sight gauge to indicate pressure
and shall be maintained in accordance National Fire Protection Association, Standard 10.
(B) Smoke/dual sensor detectors. All dwelling units shall be provided with smoke detectors
as defined in the City of Newton adopted fire code. In multiple-unit dwellings, there shall be
smoke detectors in common hallways accessible to two or more units. Detectors shall also be

located in cellars or basements when such cellars or basements are used for storage, laundry
equipment or central heating units. Effective 1-1-2015, all dwelling units shall be equipped with
dual sensor smoke detectors as defined in Iowa Code § 100.18 and 661 I.C.A. 210.1.
(1) Effective 1-1-2015, all dwelling units that have attached garages or within which fuelfired appliances exist shall have an approved carbon monoxide alarm installed outside of each
separate sleeping area in the immediate vicinity of the bedrooms. Single-station carbon
monoxide alarms shall be listed as complying with UL 2034 and shall be installed in
accordance with this code and the manufacturer’s installation instructions. Dual-sensor smoke
detectors that have carbon monoxide and smoke detection sensors which are listed to UL
2034 and UL 217, shall be allowed.
(2) Effective 7-1-2014, all newly registered dwelling units shall be provided with dual
sensor smoke detectors as defined in Iowa Code § 100.18 and 661 I.C.A. 210.1. In
accordance with 661 I.C.A. 210.3(11), smoke detectors shall be located as follows:
(a) Placement. On the ceiling or wall outside of each separate sleeping area in the
immediate vicinity of the bedrooms;
(b) Bedrooms. In each room used for sleeping;
(c) Levels. In each story within a dwelling unit, including basements, but not including
crawl spaces and uninhabitable attics. In dwelling units with split-levels and without intervening
door between the adjacent levels, a smoke detector installed on the upper level shall suffice for
the adjacent lower level; provided that, the lower level is less than one story below the upper
level; and
(d) Dual sensor. All new smoke detectors are required to be a dual-sensor smoke
detector as defined in 661 Iowa Administrative Code 210.1. DUAL-SENSOR SMOKE
DETECTORS means a smoke detector which contains both an ionization sensor and a
photoelectric sensor which is designed to detect and trigger an alarm in response to smoke
detected through either sensing device, or a smoke detector which has two sensors and is
listed to UL Standard 217, Single- and Multiple-Station Smoke Alarms, or another standard
approved by the State Fire Marshal.
(C) Carbon monoxide alarms. Effective 7-1-2014, all registered dwelling units that have
attached garages or within which fuel-fired appliances exist, shall have approved carbon
monoxide alarm installed outside of each separate sleeping area in the immediate vicinity of
the bedrooms. Single-station carbon monoxide alarms shall be listed as complying with UL
2034 and shall be installed in accordance with this code and the manufacturer’s installation
instructions.
(D) Exits. Every floor above the first floor used for human occupancy shall meet the exit
requirements of § 151.041 of this chapter. If the structure cannot meet such exit requirements
because it has only one approved means of egress, fire escape stairs will be permitted to
serve as part of the second approved means of egress; provided, such second means of
egress meets all of the following performance standards in addition to all other requirements
for means of egress.
(1) Fire escapes. Fire escape stairs must serve an occupant load of ten or less or a single
dwelling unit or guestroom.
(2) Stair access. There must be access to the fire escape stairs from each dwelling unit
on each story served by the fire escape stairs, by means of either an approved exit or an
approved balcony. Nothing contained in this section shall be construed to vary the provisions
of § 151.041(B) of this chapter requiring emergency escape or rescue windows in every
sleeping room, or the provisions of divisions (D)(1) above and this (D)(2), regarding access to
dwelling units and between the various rooms of dwelling units.
(3) Structural requirements.
(a) Placement. Fire escape stairs must not pass in front of any building opening below
the unit being served.
(b) Activating. The means of activating the escape device must be accessible to the
rental unit or balcony being served.

(c) Fire escape installation. Installation of fire escape stairs must not cause a person to
pass within six feet of external electrical wiring.
(d) Code. Fire escape stairways and balconies shall meet all requirements per the
International Fire Code and International Building Code that have been adopted by the city.
(e) Extensions. Fire escape stairs must reach the ground or be equipped with
counterbalanced extensions which allow them to extend to the ground.
(f) Acceptability criteria. Acceptability criteria are the same as performance and
structural requirements. In addition, fire escapes must be kept clear and unobstructed and
must be in good operating order.
151.041 EXITS.
(A) Performance requirements. Every rental dwelling and rooming unit shall have access to
two independent, unobstructed means of egress remote from each other. Except for a dwelling
or rooming unit of the first story or below grade, neither means of egress shall consist solely of
a window approved for emergency escape or rescue. At least one mode shall be an exit which
discharges directly to a corridor, stairway or public way. If both exits are to a common corridor,
they shall permit emergency egress in two directions.
(B) Structural requirements.
(1) Escapes.
(a) Sleeping rooms shall have a least one operable window or exterior door approved
for emergency escape or rescue. The units shall be operable from the inside without resorting
to separate tools.
(b) Doorways shall be a least six feet, four inches high by at least 32 inches wide.
(c) Escape windows shall have a minimum net opening of 5.7 square feet. The
minimum net opening height shall be 24 inches, with a minimum net opening width of 20
inches and a maximum sill height of 44 inches from the floor.
(2) Stairway safety. Stairways having more than four risers shall be equipped with a
substantial and safely constructed handrail of a height not less than 34 inches and not more
than 38 inches above front nosing stair tread. The stairway rise height shall be uniform and
each tread shall be of uniform width to allow uniform stepping motion for traversing the
stairway.
(3) Raised floors.
(a) Porches, balconies or raised floor surfaces located more than 30 inches above the
floor or grade below shall have guards not less than 36 inches height.
(b) Open sides of stairs with a total rise of more than 30 inches above the floor or grade
below shall have guards not less than 34 inches in height measured vertically from the nosing
of the stair tread.
(4) Acceptability criteria. Acceptability criteria are the same as performance and structural
requirements.
151.042 NATURAL LIGHT, NATURAL VENTILATION AND MECHANICAL VENTILATION.
(A) Performance requirements.
(1) Natural light. All habitable rooms within a dwelling unit or rooming unit shall be
provided with natural light means of exterior glazed openings with a minimum area 8% of the
floor area. All bathrooms, water closet compartments, laundry rooms and similar rooms shall
comply with the habitable space requirements.
(2) Natural ventilation. All habitable rooms within a dwelling unit or rooming unit shall be
provided with natural ventilation by means of openable exterior openings with minimum area of
8% of the floor area.
(3) Ventilation. In lieu of required exterior openings for natural ventilation, a mechanical
ventilation system may be provided. Such system shall be capable of providing two air
exchanges per hour in all habitable rooms. One-fifth of the air supply shall be taken from the
outside. In bathrooms, water closet compartments, laundry rooms and similar rooms, a

mechanical ventilation system connected directly to the outside, capable of providing five air
exchanges per hour, shall be provided.
(B) Structural requirements.
(1) Maintenance. Every window or other device with an opening to the outdoor space
which is capable of being used for ventilation purposes shall be maintained in good state of
repair. This includes screens, if applicable.
(2) Doors. Every door opening directly from a dwelling unit or rooming unit to the outdoor
space shall fit reasonably tightly within its frame and shall be maintained in good order and a
good state of repair.
(3) Additionally. Additional structural requirements are set out in divisions (A)(1) through
(A)(3) above.
(C) Acceptability criteria. Every dwelling unit or rooming unit shall have natural light and
natural ventilation. Mechanical ventilation may be substituted in lieu of natural ventilation.
Exterior openings or mechanical systems shall be maintained in good working condition to
ensure an appropriate climate for a healthy living environment.
151.043 MECHANICAL EQUIPMENT.
(A) Performance requirements.
(1) Heating. Every dwelling and rooming unit shall have heating facilities which are
properly installed and are capable of safely and adequately heating all habitable rooms,
bathrooms and toilet rooms locate therein to a temperature of at least 68°F (19°C) at a
distance of three feet above the floor level at all times. The heating facilities shall be so
designed and equipped that heat, as specified in this division (A), is available for all dwelling
units.
(2) Heat venting. Every fuel-burning heating unit or water heater shall be effectively
vented in a safe manner to a chimney or duct leading to the exterior of the building. The
chimney or duct shall be of such design as to ensure proper draft and shall be adequately
supported.
(3) Heat location. Every central heating unit, space heater, water heater and cooling
appliance shall be located and installed in such a manner as to afford reasonable protection
against involvement of egress facilities or egress routes in the event of uncontrolled fire in the
structure.
(4) Heat location. No fuel-burning furnace or water heater shall be located within any
sleeping room or bathroom unless there is adequate combustion air, an automatic shut off is
provided and the continued operation of the furnace or water heater poses no threat to the
occupants, as determined by the city’s Mechanical Inspector.
(5) Heat controls. Every steam or hot water boiler and every water heater shall be
protected against overheating by appropriate automatic pressure and temperature limit
controls.
(6) Heat devices. Every fuel-burning space-heating unit and water heater shall be
equipped with an electronic ignition device or with a pilot light and a control to interrupt the flow
of fuel to the unit in the event of failure of the ignition device.
(B) Structural requirements.
(1) Maintenance. Such equipment shall be installed and maintained in a safe condition
and in accordance with applicable codes and manufacturers’ specifications.
(2) American Gas Association provisions. Provisions of the American Gas Association
shall apply to the installation of gas and associated equipment.
(C) Acceptability criteria. Acceptability criteria are the same as performance and structural
requirements. All heating devices or appliances shall be of approved type. Unvented room
heaters which burn gas, oil or kerosene are unacceptable.
151.044 ELECTRICAL EQUIPMENT.
(A) Performance requirements. Each room shall have adequate electrical equipment to
permit normal indoor activities and to support the health and safety of occupants. Sufficient

electrical sources shall be provided to permit use of essential electrical appliances while
ensuring safety from fire or electrical failure.
(B) Structural requirements.
(1) Electrical lighting.
(a) Every habitable room and bathroom shall contain at least one wall switch and
electrical light fixture. In rooms other than kitchen, one or more electrical receptacles controlled
by wall switches may be permitted.
(b) All non-habitable rooms such as furnace rooms, utility rooms, hallways, stairways,
exterior and interior entrances and attached garages shall be provided with an electrically
operable light fixture to illuminate such areas.
(c) Cellars, basements, attics and crawl spaces containing service equipment or used
for storage purposes shall contain an electric fixture for illumination of facilitate checking,
servicing and general personal safety.
(d) Hallways, interior and exterior stairways and interior and exterior entrances may be
provide with automatically controlled electrical lighting if manual electrical switching is
provided. Switches shall be provided at both ingress and egress areas to provide safe
unobstructed use of such areas.
(2) Electric convenience outlets.
(a) Every habitable room shall contain at least two double electric convenience outlets.
(b) Every bathroom and kitchen where the receptacles are installed to serve the
countertop surfaces shall be provided with approved ground fault interrupter circuit.
(c) Other non-habitable rooms shall be provided with electrical convenience outlets as
required for use.
(3) Maximum overcurrent protection. Maximum overcurrent protection of branch circuits is
15 amperes, except that laundry room, kitchen and dining room outlets when provided with No.
12 A.W.G. or larger, shall be in accordance with the Electrical Code of the city.
(4) Identification. Overcurrent devices shall be identified on the panel as to the circuits
they protect.
(5) Service entrance conductors. Service entrance conductors shall be properly installed
with a main disconnect and overcurrent protection. The main disconnect shall be located as
near as possible to the service entrance. The service shall be properly grounded by continuous
copper conductor to the street side of the water meter and bonded across the water meter to
the house side. Units without city-supplied water shall have grounding by proper connection to
the grounding rod.
(6) Ready access. All occupants shall have ready access to all overcurrent devices
supplying their respective areas.
(C) Acceptability criteria. Acceptability criteria are the same as performance and structural
requirements.

151.045 INTERIOR AIR QUALITY.
(A) Performance requirements. The dwelling unit shall be free from pollutants in the air at
levels which threaten the health of the occupants.
(B) Structural requirements. Structural requirements shall be provided in § 151.043(B)(1) of
this chapter, pertaining to thermal environment.
(C) Acceptability criteria. The dwelling unit shall be free from dangerous levels of air
pollution from carbon monoxide, sewer gas, fuel gas dust and other harmful air pollutants. Air
circulation shall be adequate throughout the unit.
151.046 POTABLE WATER SUPPLY.
(A) Performance requirements. The water supply shall be free from contamination.
(B) Structural requirements.

(1) Generally. The provisions of the city’s Plumbing Code shall apply to the water supply.
(2) Required water heating facilities. Every kitchen sink, bath and lavatory basin required
in accordance with the provisions of this chapter shall be properly connected with supplied
water heating facilities. Every water heating facility shall be properly connected and shall be
capable of heating water to such temperature as to permit an adequate amount of water to be
drawn on every kitchen sink and lavatory basin required at a temperature of not less than
120°F (43°C).
(C) Acceptability criteria. The unit shall be served by an approved public or private sanitary
water supply. Water heating facilities shall meet requirements stated in division (B)(2) above.
151.047 SHADES, DRAPERIES AND WINDOW COVERINGS.
(A) Performance requirements.
(1) Window coverings. Every window in rooms used for sleeping purposes in rooming
units and furnished dwelling units shall be supplied with shades, draperies or other devices or
materials which, when properly used, will afford privacy to the occupants. (Blankets, plastic,
aluminum foil, sheets and other type of materials shall be prohibited.)
(2) Window hardware. Every window in rooms used for sleeping purposes in unfurnished
dwelling units shall be supplied with hardware necessary to support shades, draperies or other
devices or materials which, when properly used, will afford privacy to the occupants. (Blankets,
plastic, aluminum foil, sheets and other type of materials shall be prohibited.)
(B) Structural requirements. Structural requirements are the same as performance
requirements.
(C) Acceptability criteria. Acceptability criteria are the same as performance requirements.

151.048 STRUCTURE AND MATERIALS.
(A) Performance requirements. The dwelling unit shall be structurally sound so as not to
pose any threat to the health and safety of the occupants and so as to protect the occupants
from the environment.
(B) Structural requirements.
(1) Generally. Structural requirements shall be as provided in § 151.053 of this chapter.
(2) Lead-based paints. The dwelling unit shall be compliance with Housing and Urban
Development lead-based paint regulations, 24 C.F.R. part 35, issued pursuant to the LeadBased Paint Poisoning Prevention Action, 42 U.S.C. § 4801, and the owner shall provide a
certification that the dwelling is in accordance with such housing and urban development
regulations. If the property was constructed prior to 1950, the residents, upon occupancy, shall
be furnished the notice required under the housing and urban lead-based paint regulations,
and procedures regarding the hazards of lead-based poisoning, the symptoms and treatment
of lead poisoning and the precautions to be taken against lead poisoning.
(C) Acceptability criteria. Ceilings, walls and floors shall not have any serious defects such
as severe bulging or leaning, large holes, loose surface materials, severe buckling or
noticeable movement under walking stress, missing parts or other serious damage. The roof
structure shall be firm and the roof shall be weather-tight. The exterior wall structure and
exterior wall surface shall not have any serious defects as serious leaning, buckling, sagging,
cracks, holes, loose siding or other serious damage. The condition and equipment of interior
and exterior stairways, halls, porches, walkways and the like shall be such as not to present
danger or tripping or falling. Elevators shall be maintained in safe and operating condition. In
the case of a mobile home, the home shall be securely anchored by a tie-down device which
distributes and transfers the loads imposed by the unit to appropriate ground anchors so as to
resist wind forces and prevent mobile home from overturning and sliding.
151.049 SITE AND NEIGHBORHOOD.
This section shall comply with Chapter 94 of this code of ordinances.
(A) Performance requirements. The site shall be reasonably free from disturbing noises and
reverberations and other hazards to the health, safety and general welfare of the occupants of
the neighborhood.

(B) Structural requirements.
(1) Buildings should be maintained so as not to present a deteriorated condition indicating
a blighted area.
(2) The site should be free of trash and maintained in conformance with accepted
standards within the neighborhood. Parking should be organized and parking rules shall be
enforced. Garbage receiving areas shall be maintained and kept clean and shall not provide
access to rodent infestation or fire hazards.
(C) Acceptability criteria. The site shall not be subject to serious adverse environmental
conditions, natural or human-made, such as dangerous sidewalks, steps poor drainage, septic
tank backup, sewage hazards, mudslides, dust and smoke, excessive accumulation of trash,
vermin or rodent infestation or fire hazards.
151.050 OCCUPANCY STANDARDS.
(A) Performance requirements. No occupant shall allow the occupancy of any dwelling unit
or rooming unit within which he or she lives to violate the occupancy standards outlined in this
chapter pertaining to occupant’s responsibilities.
(B) Owner’s responsibility. No owner shall knowingly allow the occupancy of any dwelling
unit which does not then have a valid rental housing occupancy permit in effect.
(C) Occupancy permit. No person shall occupy, nor shall the owner allow the occupancy of,
any dwelling unit which does not then have a valid rental housing occupancy permit in effect.
(D) Structural requirements. Structural requirements are provided in § 151.037 of this
chapter.
(E) Acceptability requirements. Acceptability criteria are the same as performance and
structural requirements.
151.051 OWNER RESPONSIBILITIES.
(A) Generally. The owner’s responsibilities under this chapter are as set out in this section.
(B) Maintenance of structure.
(1) Sound condition. Every foundation, roof, floor, wall, ceiling, stair, step, elevator,
handrail, porch, guardrail, sidewalk and appurtenance thereto shall be maintained in a safe
and sound condition and shall be capable of supporting the loads that normal use may cause
to be placed thereon.
(2) Weather-proof. Every foundation, floor exterior wall, interior door, window and roof
shall be maintained in a reasonably weather-tight, water-tight, rodent-proof and insect-proof
condition.
(3) Doors/windows. Every door and window, to include all hardware associated with every
door and window, shall be maintained in good and functional condition and shall be capable of
providing privacy.
(4) Interior. Every interior partition, wall, floor, ceiling and other interior surface shall be
maintained so as to permit it to be kept in a clean and sanitary condition and, where
appropriate, shall be capable of providing privacy.
(C) Maintenance of accessory structures. Every foundation, exterior wall, roof, window,
exterior door and appurtenance of every accessory structure shall be so maintained as to
prevent the structure from becoming a harborage for rats, or other vermin and shall be
maintained in a reasonably water-tight, structurally-sound condition capable of withstanding
imposing wind and snow loads.
(D) Drainage.
(1) Rainwater drainage. Rainwater shall be directed away from the building so as to
prevent water damage to structure.
(2) Grading and drainage. Every premise shall be graded so no stagnant water will
accumulate or stand thereon,

(3) Exception. This section shall not affect the existence or maintenance of approved
storm water detention systems.
(E) Chimneys. Every chimney shall be adequately supported and maintained in a
reasonable good state of repair.
(F) Protection of wood exterior surfaces.
(1) Generally. All exterior wood surfaces of a dwelling and it assessor structures, porches
and similar appurtenances shall be protected from the elements against decay by non-lead
paint or other approved protective covering.
(2) Exception. Any exterior wood surface comprised of a type of species of wood which
resists or which has been treated to resist decay and infestation shall be exempted from the
requirement of division (F)(1) above when approved by the Inspector.
(G) Egress from structure. Every means of egress shall be maintained in good condition
and shall be free from obstruction at all times.
(H) Hanging screens and storm windows. The owner or operator of the premises shall be
responsible for hanging all screens and storm windows, except when there is a written
agreement between the owner and the occupant to the contrary. Any such agreement shall be
available to the Inspector during the inspection of the dwelling. Screens shall be provided no
later than May 1 of each year and storm windows shall be provided no later than November 1
of each year.
(I) Electrical system. The electrical system of every dwelling or accessory building shall not,
by reason of overloading, dilapidation, lack of insulation, improper fusing or for any other
cause, expose the occupants to hazards of electrical shock. The owner should allow tenant
access to fusing and electrical disconnect means.
(J) Maintenance of plumbing fixtures. Every plumbing fixture and water and waste pipe shall
be maintained in a good and sanitary working condition. Water pressure shall be adequate to
permit proper flow of water from all open outlets at all times, except during maintenance and
repair.
(K) Maintenance of gas appliances and facilities.
(1) Gas piping. Every gas pipe shall be sound and tightly put together and shall be free of
leaks, corrosion and obstruction causing reduced pressure or volume.
(2) Gas pressure. Gas pressure shall be adequate to permit a proper flow of gas from all
open gas valves at all times, except during maintenance.
(L) Maintenance of heating and cooling facilities. The heating equipment of each dwelling
shall be maintained in a good, safe working condition and shall be capable of heating all
habitable rooms and bathrooms located therein to the minimum temperature required by this
chapter. However, heating and cooling equipment shall not be required to be maintained in
operational condition during what is considered to be the off-season periods.
(M) Floors. Every toilet room floor surface, bathroom floor surface and kitchen floor surface
shall be maintained so as to permit them to be kept in a clean, dry and sanitary condition.
(N) Supplied facilities. No supplied facility shall be removed, shut off disconnected from any
occupied dwelling unit or rooming unit, except for such temporary interruptions as may be
necessary while actual repairs, replacement or alterations are being made, unless authorized
by court order.
(O) Maintenance of sanitary facilities. All toilets, baths and lavatory basins shall be
maintained in good working condition.
(P) Fire protection. All fire extinguishers and early warning fire safety systems shall be
maintained in proper working order at all times. Smoke detectors shall be properly installed
and maintained at all times. Anyone who fails to take immediate action to abate a hazard when
notified by the code official shall be subject to citation.
(Q) Pest extermination. The owner or operator shall be responsible for extermination of
pests when it is determined by the County Health Officer or his or her designated agent that
the infestation is present in two or more dwelling units or rooming units within a dwelling.

(R) Units to be let only when clean and sanitary. No owner or operator shall permit
occupancy of any vacant dwelling unit or rooming unit unless it is clean, sanitary and fit for
human occupancy.
(S) Garbage disposal. Every owner or operator of a dwelling unit shall supply adequate
facilities for the disposal of garbage in compliance with this chapter.
(T) Occupancy control. A dwelling unit shall not contain more than one family or more than
four unrelated persons.
(U) Cooking in rooming units. No owner or operator shall knowingly allow the use of
cooking equipment within any rooming unit, except for specifically supplied kitchens or
kitchenettes meeting the provisions in this chapter.
(V) Tornado shelter. In multi-dwelling units, the owner of a dwelling unit shall identify and
maintain a tornado shelter for use by occupants of each dwelling unit. The owner shall post a
notice in each dwelling unit indicating the location of this site in relation to the dwelling unit.
(W) Address numbers. New and existing buildings shall have approved address numbers,
building numbers or approved identification placed in a position that is plainly legible and
visible from the street or road fronting the property. These numbers shall contrast with their
background. Address numbers shall be a minimum of four inches (102 mm) high with a
minimum stroke width of one-half inch (12.7 mm).
151.052 CLEANLINESS AND SANITATION.
(A) General. The occupant of a dwelling unit or rooming unit shall keep in a clean, safe and
sanitary condition that part of the dwelling, dwelling unit, rooming unit or premises thereof that
he or she occupies and controls, to include the following.
(1) Flooring. Every floor and floor covering shall be kept reasonably clean and sanitary.
(2) Walls/ceilings. Every wall and ceiling shall be kept reasonably clean and free of dirt or
greasy film.
(3) Refuse storage. No dwelling unit shall be used for storage of refuse, except as
provided in this chapter.
(4) Outside areas. Outside areas shall comply with the city’s nuisance codes.
(B) Plumbing fixtures. The occupant of a dwelling unit shall keep all plumbing fixtures
therein in a clean and sanitary condition and shall be responsible for the reasonable care,
proper use and proper operation thereof.
(C) Extermination of pests. The occupant of a single-family dwelling shall be responsible for
the extermination of any insects, rodents or other pests on the premises. The occupant of a
dwelling containing two or more units or rooming units shall be responsible for such
extermination within the unit occupied by him or her whenever the unit is the only one infested.
However, whenever it is determined by the County Health Officer or his or her designated
agent that infestation is caused by failure of the owner to maintain a dwelling in a reasonable
rodent proof or insect proof condition, extermination shall be the responsibility of the owner.
(D) Storage and disposal of garbage. The occupant of a dwelling shall dispose rubbish,
garbage and any other organic waste in a clean and sanitary manner by placing it in the
supplied facilities or containers required by this chapter.
(E) Electrical wiring. The occupant of a dwelling unit or rooming unit shall use no temporary
wiring or extension cords which run directly from portable electric fixtures to convenience
outlets and which do not lie beneath floor coverings or extend through doorways, transoms or
similar structural elements or are attached thereto. The occupant shall not knowingly overload
the circuitry of the dwelling or rooming unit.
(F) Supplied facilities. The occupant of a dwelling unit shall keep all supplied fixtures and
facilities therein in a clean and sanitary condition and shall be responsible for the reasonable
care, proper use and proper operation thereof.
(G) Fire safety devices. The occupant shall not tamper with or disable any fire extinguisher
or early warning protection device or system. All tenants listed on the dwelling unit’s lease
agreement shall be held responsible for any tampering or disabling within the unit and shall be

subject to citation. Anyone who fails to take immediate action to abate a hazard when notified
by the code official shall be subject to citation. The tenant along with the owner shall be held
responsible for the replacement of batteries in smoke detectors and carbon monoxide
detectors.
(H) Filing a complaint. In the event that a tenant files a complaint against his or her landlord
to the Housing Inspector, the complaint must be in writing stating what the complaint is and
must be signed and dated by the tenant.
151.053 SUBSTANDARD RENTAL UNITS.
(A) Generally. Any rental unit or portion thereof, including any dwelling unit, guestroom or
suite of rooms, or the premises on which the unit is located, in which there exists any of the
conditions listed in this section, to the extent that endangers the life, limb, health, property,
safety or welfare of the public or the occupants thereof, shall be deemed and hereby is
declared to be a substandard building.
(B) Substandard conditions. Substandard conditions shall include, but not be limited to, the
following:
(1) Lack of proper water closet, lavatory, bathtub or shower;
(2) Lack of proper kitchen sink;
(3) Lack of hot and cold running water to plumbing fixtures;
(4) Lack of heating facilities;
(5) Lack of or improper operations required ventilating equipment;
(6) Lack of or minimum amounts of natural light and ventilation require by this chapter;
(7) Room and space dimensions less than required by this chapter;
(8) Lack of required electrical lighting;
(9) Dampness of habitable rooms;
(10) Infestation of insects, vermin or rodents as determined by the health officer;
(11) General dilapidation or improper maintenance;
(12) Lack of connection to the required sewage disposal system;
(13) Lack of adequate garbage and rubbish storage and removal facilities as determined
by the Health Officer; and
(14) Lack of valid minimum rental housing occupancy permit for the dwelling unit.
(C) Structural hazards. Structural hazards shall include, but not limited to, the following:
(1) Deteriorating or inadequate foundations;
(2) Defective or deteriorating flooring or floor supports;
(3) Flooring or flooring supports of insufficient size to carry imposed loads with safety;
(4) Members of wall, partitions or other vertical supports that split, lean, list or buckle due
to defective material or deterioration;
(5) Members of walls, partitions or other vertical supports that are of insufficient size to
carry imposed loads with safety;
(6) Members of ceilings, roofs, ceiling and roof supports or other horizontal members
which sag, split or buckle due to defective material or deterioration;
(7) Members of ceiling, roofs, ceiling and roof supports or other horizontal members that
are of insufficient size to carry imposed loads with safety;
(8) Fireplaces or chimneys which list, bulge or settle due to material deterioration; and
(9) Fireplaces or chimneys which are insufficient size or strength to carry imposed loads
with safety.

(D) Hazardous wiring. Hazardous wiring shall include all wiring, except that which
conformed with all applicable laws in effect at the time of installation and which has been
maintained in good condition and is being used in a safe manner,
(E) Hazardous plumbing. Hazardous plumbing shall include all plumbing, except that which
conformed with all applicable laws in effect at the time of installation and which has been
maintained in good condition and which is free of cross connections and siphoning between
fixtures.
(F) Hazardous mechanical equipment. Hazardous mechanical equipment shall include all
mechanical equipment, including vents, except that which conformed with all applicable laws in
effect at the time of installation and which has been maintained in good and safe condition.
(G) Faulty weather protection. Faulty weather protection shall include, but not be limited to,
the following:
(1) Deteriorated, crumbling or loose plaster;
(2) Deteriorating or ineffective water-proofing of exterior walls, roofs, foundations or floors,
including broken windows or doors;
(3) Defective weather protection or lack of weather protection for exterior wall coverings,
including lack of paint, or weathering due to lack of paint or other approved protective covering;
and
(4) Broken, rotted, split or buckled exterior wall coverings or roof.
(H) Fire hazards. Any building or portion thereof, device, apparatus, equipment,
combustible waste or vegetation which, in the opinion of the Chief of Fire Department or his or
her designee, is in such condition as to cause a fire or explosion or provide a ready fuel to
augment the spread and intensity of fire or explosion arising from any cause shall be deemed
a fire hazards.
(I) Faulty materials of construction. Faulty materials of construction shall include all
materials of construction, except those which are specifically allowed or approved by this
chapter and the building code, and which have been adequately maintained in good and safe
condition.
(J) Hazardous or unsanitary premises. Hazardous or unsanitary premises shall include
those premises on which an accumulation or weeds, vegetation, junk, dead organic matter,
debris, garbage, offal, rat harborages, stagnant water, combustible materials and similar
materials or conditions constitute fire health or safety hazards.
(K) Inadequate maintenance. Any building or portion thereof which is determined to be an
unsafe building in accordance with the Building Code of the city shall be deemed to be
inadequately maintained.
(L) Inadequate exits. All buildings or portion there of not provided with adequate exit
facilities as required by this chapter shall be deemed to have inadequate exits. When an
unsafe condition exists through lack of or improper location of exits, additional exits may be
required to be installed.
(M) Inadequate fire resistive construction or firefighting equipment.
(1) Fire resistive. All buildings or portion thereof which are not provided with the fireresistive construction required by this chapter shall be deemed to have inadequate fireresistive construction, except those buildings or portions thereof which the owner proves by
clear satisfactory and convincing evidence:
(a) Conformed with all applicable laws at the time of their construction, conversion to
rental dwelling unit status and increase in number of rental dwelling units; and
(b) Whose fire-resistive construction has been adequately maintained and improved
with any increase in number of dwelling units or occupant load, and with any alteration,
addition or change in occupancy.
(2) Deemed inadequate. All buildings or portions thereof which are not provided with the
fire extinguishing system or equipment required by this chapter shall be deemed to have
inadequate fire extinguishing systems or equipment.

(N) Improper occupancy. Improper occupancy shall include any occupancy of a building or
portion thereof occupied for living, sleeping, cooking or dining purposes which was not
designed or intended to be used for such occupancy. Improper occupancy shall also include
the occupancy of, or allowing the occupancy of, any dwelling unit for which there is not in effect
a valid and current minimum rental housing occupancy permit or a valid and current
registration receipt with respect to said dwelling.

APPEALS AND VARIANCES; ENFORCEMENT
151.065 APPEAL.
Any person affected by any written notice or order issued under the provisions of this chapter
may appeal such notice or order to the Newton Building and Trades Board Appeals shall be
filed in accordance with the Rental Housing Inspection Administrative Policy. The person filing
the appeal shall be required to pay a fee forthe processing of the appeal in such amount as
determined by resolution of the City Council.
The appeal may request that the notice or order be modified or revoked, or that a variance be
granted.

151.071 VARIANCES.
In the case of appeals requesting a variance, the Board may grant a reasonable variance in
a specific case and from a specific provision of this chapter, subject, however, to appropriate
conditions; and, provided that, the Board makes specific findings of fact based on the evidence
presented on the record as a whole, that the following factors have been established by the
required standard of proof:
(A) There are practical difficulties or unnecessary hardships in carrying out the strict letter of
the notice of order;
(B) Due to the particular circumstances presented, the effect of the application of the
provisions of this chapter would be arbitrary in the specific case;
(C) An extension of time to bring the property into compliance with the provisions of this
chapter would not constitute an appropriate remedy for this practical difficulties or unnecessary
hardships in this arbitrary effect;
(D) Such a variance is in harmony with the general purpose and intent of this chapter in
securing the public health, safety and general welfare;
(E) The granting of such variance will not render the structure unsafe for habitation; and
(F) The structure benefitted by the variance conformed with all applicable provisions of this
code of ordinances, including, but not limited to, zoning provisions, at each of the following
times:
(1) At time of construction;
(2) At the time of its conversion to rental dwelling status; and
(3) At the time of any increase in number of rental dwelling units in the structure.
151.072 OPEN MEETINGS.
Hearings conducted under this section shall be open to the public during the presentation of
testimony and other evidence and during any argument or discussion the Board may permit.
Upon completion of the submission of evidence, the Board shall make findings and
determination based upon thereon. The Board may request assistance from the City Attorney’s
office in formalizing its findings and determinations, which shall be issued in written form.
Findings and determination shall be made no later than 30 days after the hearing.
151.073 APPEAL OF DECISION.
The party who is appealing or the city may appeal the decision of the Board to a court of
competent jurisdiction within 30 days of the date of the decision of the Board. If the decision of
the Board is not appealed, it shall become final.

151.074 RECORDED.
Variances issued by the Board shall be recorded in the City’s official building file for the
property.
151.075 MUNICIPAL INFRACTION APPEAL.
A municipal infraction citation that is issued to any person for a violation of any provisions of
this chapter shall not be the subject of an appeal or a request for a variance under this section.
All municipal infraction citations shall be governed by the provisions of this code of ordinances
and by Iowa Code § 364.22.

City of Newton Council Report
Item: Ordinance to amend the Code of Ordinances,
City of Newton, Iowa, 2016, Title XV, Chapter 151,
“Minimum Housing Code”.
Report Number: 19-164
Summary: Amend the ordinance to update the
Crime Free Multi-Housing program as part of the
property maintenance code revisions.

Date: August 5, 2019

Financial Impact: N/A

Lead Department: Police
Department
Recommendation:
Approve

Background:
The restructuring of the City’s rental program provides an opportunity to revise the Crime Free
Multi-Housing ordinance language and separate the program requirements from the minimum
housing code ordinance language for clarity and efficiency. The program requirements and
standards remain the same, with the exception of a new requirement for recertification training
being required of all rental property owners/managers every three (3) years and a revision of the
points system used for identifying a rental property as a nuisance property per the definition
outlined in the City code.
Currently, all rental property owners and managers with four or more units are required to
participate in mandatory Crime Free Multi-Housing training one (1) time prior to issuance of a rental
permit. The proposed ordinance amends this language to require training every three (3) years so
that rental property owners and managers stay up-to-date with the latest program requirements
and any state/local code changes. The City has created an online training program that will allow
the training to be conducted in a more efficient and convenient manner.
The previous points system used to deem a rental property a nuisance property as part of the
Crime Free Multi-Housing program was very limited in the number of violations or founded calls for
service that were counted as points towards deeming a rental property a nuisance property. The
proposed ordinance clarifies and simplifies the points system so that it’s clear what type and how
many founded violations are required in order for a rental property owner/manager to be assessed
nuisance points per the ordinance.
Recommendation
Staff recommends approval of this ordinance

Rob Burdess
Acting City Administrator
Attachments

ORDINANCE NO. __________
ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CODE OF ORDINANCES, CITY OF NEWTON, IOWA, 2016, TITLE
XV, CHAPTER 151, “MINIMUM HOUSING CODE”
NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF NEWTON DOES ORDAIN AS
FOLLOWS:
Section 1. The Code of Ordinances, City of Newton, Iowa, 2016, Title XV, Chapter 151, “Minimum
Housing Code” is hereby amended by adding or deleting the following:

151.080 CRIME FREE MULTI-HOUSING PROGRAM PARTICIPATION
(A) Participation in the crime free housing program is required for all residential property owners
who own, operate or manage residential rental properties with four or more units.
(B) The provisions of this chapter are supplementary and complementary to other provisions of this
code and applicable laws. Nothing in this chapter may be construed to limit any existing right of
the City to abate nuisances or to enforce any provisions of applicable law, statute or this code,
including provisions of uniform codes adopted by reference in this code.
151.081 DEFINITIONS
As used in this subchapter, the following terms shall have the following meanings:
(A) Call for Service. Any occasion on which one or more members of a law enforcement agency
go to a property for purposes of investigating suspected criminal or nuisance activity. A call for
service is not founded unless it meets the definition herein of "founded call for service."
(B) Corrective Action. Action taken with respect to a nuisance property for the purpose of abating
nuisance activity.
(C) Emergency Assistance. Immediate intervention by first responders in order to prevent or stop
further damage to person or property.
(D) Founded Call for Service. Any occasion on which a call for service results in a finding of
probable cause to believe nuisance activity occurred on or within one thousand feet of the
property to which the call for service was made. A founded call for service shall not be applied if
a victim of a crime or abuse is the party who reported the criminal activity that resulted in the call
for service to the City.
(E) Owner. Designates the rental property owner, property manager or duly authorized agent,
responsible for landlord duties.
(F) Nuisance Activity. Means conduct giving rise to the conditions, events, and/or situations
described in Section 151.084
(G) Nuisance Property. Property which meets the criteria set forth in Section 151.084
(H) Resident. Designates the resident, any member of the resident’s household, guest(s), or other
person(s) under resident’s control.
(I) Property. Real estate, including land, and that which is affixed, incidental, or appurtenant to the
real estate. For property consisting of more than one unit, the term property may refer to a
particular unit or to the portion of the property on which nuisance activity has occurred or is
occurring. Property may also include areas used in common by all units of the property,
including without limitation, other structures erected on the property and areas used for parking,
loading, and landscaping.
(J) One Thousand Feet. The distance measured from the central point of any nuisance activity to
the nearest point along the parcel line for the property with which the owner or resident is
associated. For purposes of this chapter, the property of an owner or resident who is not
responsible for the Founded nuisance activity shall not be subject to Section 151.084
(K) Victim of Abuse or Crime. A person who has suffered harm as a result of abuse or crime that
was perpetrated directly against that person.
151.82 PROGRAM REQUIREMENTS.
(A) Crime Free Lease Addendum. All residential rental property owner with four or more rental
units, entering into leases regarding residential rental property shall utilize the crime free lease
addendum provided by the City. Property owners shall advise prospective tenants of the
required crime free lease addendum prior to entering into any lease or rental agreement.

The crime free lease addendum shall make criminal activity a lease violation and will specify
that criminal activity is not limited to violent criminal activity or drug-related criminal activity
engaged in by, facilitated by, or permitted by the tenant, a member of the household, a guest or
any party under the control of the tenant. The property owner shall take all reasonable action to
enforce the terms of the crime free housing addendum, including eviction of the tenant in
violation pursuant to the requirements of state law.
It shall constitute a violation of this subchapter for any residential rental property owner to
knowingly permit any tenant to occupy any residential rental property without entering into a
crime free lease addendum or to occupy any residential rental property in violation of any
provision of the crime free lease addendum required under this section. Any failure to include a
crime free lease addendum or similar approved language may result in penalty as set forth in
subsection (F) of this division.
(B) Training. All residential rental property owners with four or more rental units, shall have
successfully completed mandatory crime free management training, administered or certified by
the City, prior to issuance of occupancy permits. Recertification training will be required of all
residential rental property owners every three years.
(C) Property contact information. The residential rental property owner shall provide the City with
emergency contacts for each rental property, who can provide the names of the residents in
each unit and has authority to make decisions with respect to the property.
(D) Tenant background checks. All residential rental property owners with four or more rental units
shall check the criminal background of all perspective tenants through a screening program
approved by the Police Department. Copies of the completed background check must be
retained in the tenant’s files and made available to the City upon request.
(E) Chronic Law Enforcement Issues. Residential rental property owners with fewer than four rental
units will be subject to program requirements of this chapter only if the rental unit(s) experience
chronic law enforcement issues. In the event of chronic law enforcement issues, property
owners shall remain subject to program requirements for a period of 24 months violation free,
following the latest founded incident. Chronic law enforcement issues are unit specific, with
occupants therein and defined as:
1. One or more Founded Level 1 Violations as defined in Section 151.084(A)(2)(A) of
this Chapter within a 12 month period.
2.

Two or more Founded Level 2 Violations as defined in Section 151.084(A)(2)(B) of
this Chapter within a 12 month period.

3. Three or more Founded Level 3 Violations as defined in Section 151.084(A)(2)(C) of
this Chapter within a 12 month period.
(F) Enforcement/penalties.
1. Notice. Whenever the City determines that a violation of this section exists, the City shall
give notice of violation and an order to correct to the property owner. The notice shall be in writing and
shall describe with reasonable detail the violation(s) so that the property owner has the opportunity to
correct said violation.
2. Violation. Any person who fails to comply with any provisions of this chapter after receiving
written notice of the violations(s) and being given a reasonable opportunity to correct such violations(s)
shall be deemed to be in violation of this chapter.
3. Penalty. Any property owner violating any provision of this chapter or other applicable code
or regulation with regard to Crime Free Multi-Housing Program shall be subject to a fine as set forth in
§ 10.99 for each offense. A separate offense shall be deemed committed on each day a violation
occurs or continues to exist. Permit renewals will not be approved unless all outstanding penalties are
paid in full.
4. Suspension/revocation. Any failure of an owner to take reasonable action enforce the terms
of the crime free lease addendum after having been notified by the City of activity or conduct occurring
on the residential rental property in violation of the addendum, and after having been given a
reasonable opportunity to remedy such activity or conduct, shall be sufficient grounds for the
suspension of his or her residential rental permit for a period of up to 90 days. Repeated suspensions
may be grounds for revocation. The property owner shall have the right to appeal any suspension as
set forth in this chapter.
151.83 REQUIREMENTS; PUBLIC NUISANCE PROPERTY.
(A) It shall be the responsibility of the owner of each dwelling unit that is subject to the provisions of
this chapter to assure that the use and occupancy of such dwelling unit does not unreasonably
interfere with or adversely affect the rights of nearby residents to the quiet enjoyment of their

property, and does not disturb the health, safety, comfort or general welfare of the occupants of
surrounding properties.
(B) Any use or occupancy, or allowing the use or occupancy, of any dwelling unit subject to the
provisions of this chapter in violation of the requirements of division (A) above shall constitute a
public nuisance as defined in Section 151.084.
(C) Failure of the owner to comply with the requirements of this section with respect to any dwelling
unit owned by the owner shall be grounds for the assessment of infraction points covering such
dwelling unit as provided in 151.084 of this chapter
151.084 ASSESSMENT OF INFRACTION POINTS
(A) Founded complaint of violations.
(1)

In addition to the possibility of the issuance of a municipal infraction, the owner of any
dwelling unit subject to the provisions of this chapter at which a founded complaint of a
violation of any of the following provisions of this code occurs shall be assessed infraction
points, in accordance with the following schedule.

(2)

Nuisance Property

A Property shall be deemed a nuisance property upon a determination by the City that any one
or more of the following subsections is true with respect to the property.
(A) Level 1 Violation: One or more founded calls for service have been made concerning the
following nuisance activities at or within one thousand feet of the property within a period of
twelve consecutive months, whether committed by a resident, guest(s) or other person(s)
under the resident’s control:
(1) Manufacture, delivery or possession of a controlled substance in violation of Iowa
Code Chapter 124;
(2) Kidnapping as defined in Iowa Code Chapter 710;
(3) Arson as defined in Iowa Code Chapter 712;
(4) Burglary as defined in Iowa Code Chapter 713;
(5) Robbery as defined in Iowa Code Chapter 711;
(6) Sex abuse as defined in Iowa Code Chapter 709;
(7) Intimidation with a Dangerous Weapon as defined in Iowa Code Section 708.6;
(8) Willful injury as defined in Iowa Code Section 708.4;
(9) Sexual exploitation of a minor in violation of Iowa Code Section 728.12;
(10) Felony gambling in violation of Iowa Code Chapter 725.7;
(11) Felony criminal mischief as defined in Iowa Code Chapter 716;
(12) Animal contests in violation of Iowa Code Chapter 717D;
(13) Possessing or carrying a dangerous weapon as defined in Iowa Code Section
724;
(14) Riot as defined in Iowa Code Section 723.1;
(15) Prostitution as defined in Iowa Code Chapter 725.
(16) Sex Offender registry violations as defined in Iowa Code Chapter 692A;
(17) Owning, keeping or harboring a Dangerous Animal as defined in Newton
Municipal Code Section 90.02 and prohibited by Section 90.04 thereof;
(B) Level 2 Violation: Two or more Founded Calls for Service have been made concerning the
following Nuisance Activities at or within one thousand feet of the Property within a period
of twelve consecutive months, whether committed by a resident, guest(s) or other
person(s) under the resident’s control:
(1) Serious or aggravated misdemeanor criminal mischief as defined in Iowa Code
Chapter 716;
(2) Serious or aggravated misdemeanor assault as defined in Iowa Code Chapter
708;
(3) Serious or aggravated misdemeanor theft as defined in Iowa Code Chapter 714;
(4) Misdemeanor gambling as defined in Iowa Code Chapter 725;

(5) False imprisonment as defined in Iowa Code Section 710.7;
(6) Unlawful discharge of any device in violation of section 130.08 and 135 of the
Newton Municipal Code;
(7) Engaging in conduct prohibited by Section 94.02(C)(26) of the Newton Municipal
Code concerning Houses of Ill Fame;
(8) Failure to disperse from an unlawful assembly as defined in Iowa Code Section
723.3;
(C) Level 3 Violation: Three or more Founded Calls for Service have been made concerning
the following Nuisance Activities at or within one thousand feet of the Property within a
period of twelve consecutive months, whether committed by a resident, guest(s) or other
person(s) under the resident’s control:
(1) Unlawful assembly in violation of Iowa Code Section 723.2;
(2) Simple misdemeanor assault in violation of Iowa Code Chapter 708;
(3) Owning, keeping, harboring or knowingly permitting an animal to create such
noise as to constitute a violation of Section 90.08 of the Newton Municipal Code;
(4) Disturbing the peace in violation of Newton Municipal Code Section 130.02;
(5) Consumption or intoxication in public places in violation of Iowa Code Section
123.46;
(6) Disorderly conduct in violation of Iowa Code Section 723.4;
(7) Persons under legal age in violation of Iowa Code Section 123.47;
(8) Making, continuing or causing the making or continuance of a Noise Disturbance
as limited by Newton Municipal Code Chapter 93;
(9) False reports or communications to public safety entities in violation of Iowa Code
718.6;
(10) Violation of any other General Provisions not specifically listed, but prohibited in
Chapter 130 “General Provisions” of the Newton Municipal Code.
(11) Violation of any Public Nuisance not specifically listed, but prohibited in Chapter
94 “Public Nuisances” of the Newton Municipal Code.
(D) Notwithstanding the foregoing, Chapter 151, shall not apply to calls for service made by a caller
seeking law enforcement assistance or other emergency assistance for a victim of crime or
abuse, or seeking law enforcement assistance or other emergency assistance for an individual
in any other emergency situation, if the caller had a reasonable belief that emergency
assistance was necessary to prevent the perpetration or escalation of the abuse, crime or other
emergency or, in the event of abuse, crime or other emergency, the emergency assistance was
actually needed. Notwithstanding the foregoing, no penalty shall be imposed under this chapter
against a resident, owner, tenant or landlord because the resident, owner, tenant or landlord
was a victim of abuse or crime.
(E) Conduct within the scope of this chapter may arise out of a mental health condition and that,
accordingly, any documented mental health condition of which City officials are made aware
may be taken into account when applying the terms of this chapter.
(F) Except where otherwise specified, the references in Section 151.084 to provisions of the Iowa
Code or the Newton Municipal Code shall not be construed to mean that prosecution of the
specific charge is required to proceed under this chapter, nor shall it be construed to mean the
nuisance activity must be proven beyond a reasonable doubt. Rather, in determining whether a
property is a nuisance property, the City shall apply the criteria of this section using a
preponderance of evidence as the standard of proof. Any determination pursuant to this section
shall be subject to administrative appeal and/or Court review as set forth in this chapter.
(G) Penalty. The City may issue a municipal infraction citation to the owner or any occupant of a
dwelling unit, or both, for a violation of any of the provisions of this subchapter or of this code,
in addition to the assessment of infraction points against such dwelling unit hereunder for the
same conduct or incident which forms the basis of the municipal infraction citation or citations
against the owner or occupant of such dwelling unit.
(H) Suspension. In the event any dwelling unit that is covered by this subchapter is assessed one
(1) Level 1 infraction point, two (2) Level 2 infraction points, three (3) Level 3 infraction points
or a combination of Level 1,2,3 infractions points in rolling 12-month period under the
provisions of this subchapter, the minimum rental housing occupancy permit covering such
dwelling shall be subject to suspension as provided in this section for a period of six months if

the occupancy permit has not been previously suspended, or for 12 months, if the dwelling
unit’s occupancy permit has previously been suspended under this subchapter. For purposes
of this division (A), any points assessed against a dwelling unit shall be deemed to have been
assessed as of the date that the conduct upon which the founded complaint which led to the
assessment of points actually occurred.
151.085 APPEALS AND VARIANCES
Any person affected by any written notice or order issued under the provisions of this chapter may
appeal such notice or order to the Newton Building and Trades Board pursuant to Section 151.065.
Section 2. Repealer Clause. All ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby
repealed.
Section 3. Severability Clause. If any section, provision or part of this ordinance shall be
adjudged invalid or unconstitutional, such adjudication shall not affect the validity of the ordinance as a
whole or any section, provision or part thereof not adjudged invalid or unconstitutional.
Section 4. Effective. This ordinance shall be effective on ____________, 2019, after the final
passage, approval and publication as provided by law.

PASSED this ____ day of ______________________, 2019.
APPROVED this ____ day of ______________________, 2019.
(SEAL)
Michael L. Hansen, Mayor
ATTEST:
Katrina Davis, City Clerk

I, Katrina Davis, City Clerk of the City of Newton, Iowa, do hereby certify that the foregoing Ordinance
was passed and approved by the City Council of the City of Newton, Iowa on the ____ day of
_______________________, 2019 and was published in the Newton Daily News, a newspaper of
general circulation in the said City of Newton on the _____ day of _______________________, 2019.
Dated this ____ day of _______________________, 2019.

City of Newton Council Report
Item: A resolution selecting Iowa Inspections,
LLC to serve as the inspection service provider
for the Newton Rental Housing Program.
Summary: The Newton Rental Housing Program
is in transition into program which utilizes an
outside consultant for inspections.
Iowa
Inspections, LLC had the necessary credentials
and lowest inspection cost.
Financial Impact: No Cost to the City, Landlords
will pay $75/inspection or re-inspection; $50 NoShow fee

Report Number: 19-165
Date: August 5, 2019
Lead Department:
Community Development
Recommendation:
Approve

Summary: Since Spring 2019, City Staff, with guidance from City Council, has developed changes
to the Newton Rental Inspection Program as it transitions from the Newton Fire Department to the
Newton Community Development Department.
After Council provided the guidance to proceed with a program that utilized a consultant for
inspections, City staff contacted 25 inspection services across the State of Iowa. Nine inspection
service providers expressed interest in receiving the City’s Request for Qualifications (RFQ).
The deadline for submitting a response to the RFQ was July 19th, one month from when the RFQ
was released. Three firms submitted responses as follows:

Bluffs Inspection Services:
•
•
•

Inspection Fee: $100.00
o Multi-Unit Properties: $125 per building + $25 per unit
Re-inspection Fee: First re-inspection free; Additional re-inspections $100 + $25 per item
No Show Fee: $125.00

•

Certifications of inspection staff: International Association of Certified Home Inspectors

•

Experience in the following: Warranty Mediation, Merchant Account Inspections, Lender
Annual Inspections, Property Preservation Inspections (HUD, FHA, Fannie Mae, Freddy
Mac, Wells Fargo), Insurance Loss Inspections

Iowa Inspections, LLC:
•

Inspection Fee: $75.00
o Multi-Unit Properties: $75 for first unit, $25 for each additional unit in same building

•
•

Re-Inspection Fee: Same as Initial Inspection Fee
No Show Fee: $50.00

•

Certifications of inspection staff: ICC Certifications- Building Code Official, Housing Code
Official, Residential Building Inspector, Property Maintenance & Housing Inspector,
Building, Electrical, Mechanical, Combination & Plumbing Inspector

•

Experience in the following: Rental Property Inspections in Ankeny, Windsor Heights,
Oskaloosa, Mitchellville, Colfax

Imperial Inspection Services
•
•
•
•
•

Inspections starting at $250
o (Condos up to 1000 sq. ft., single family home $275 up to 1700 sq. ft.)
Sewer line inspections $150
Radon testing $100
Termite inspection $75
Computerized report with digital photos emailed the same day

•

Certifications of inspection staff: Professional Home Inspector by American Home
Inspectors Training and InterNACHI, Certified Radon Measurement Technician, Haag
Engineering Certified Roof Inspector, Institute of Inspection Cleaning and Restoration
Certification

•

Experience in the following: Real Estate home inspections in Des Moines and surrounding
areas, Mold inspection/Odor removal,

A team of five city staff members from Community Development, Community Services, Police and
Fire departments reviewed the submissions. Based on the nature of rental inspections, the team
identified that it was preferable to have an International Code Council certified inspector to
accomplish the goals of the program.
Unanimously, Iowa Inspections, LLC was found to be the most qualified as well as the lower cost
option, particularly for those landlords who maintain quality rentals that do not need re-inspection.
Recommendation: Staff recommends the approval of the resolution selecting Iowa Inspections,
LLC.

Rob Burdess
Acting City Administrator

RESOLUTION NO. 2019 – _______
RESOLUTION SELECTING IOWA INSPECTIONS, LLC TO SERVE AS
THE INSPECTION SERVICE PROVIDER FOR THE NEWTON RENTAL
HOUSING PROGRAM
WHEREAS, the adopted 2018-2020 City Council Goals identify “Updating the
rental inspection program” as a priority project; and
WHEREAS, the City of Newton has determined that utilizing a consultant to
provide rental inspections is the most cost-effective approach to the implementation of
the Rental Housing Program; and
WHEREAS, the City of Newton issued a Request for Qualifications for Rental
Inspection Services and received three responses;
WHEREAS, Iowa Inspections, LLC provides International Code Council certified
staff; and
WHEREAS, Iowa Inspections, LLC provided the lowest bid for inspection fees;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that Iowa Inspections, LLC is selected
as the Inspection Service Provider for the Newton Rental Housing Program for a term
expiring on December 31, 2021 and that the Mayor is hereby authorized to sign the
contract between the City of Newton and Iowa Inspections, LLC.

PASSED this _______ day of August, 2019.
APPROVED this _______ day of August, 2019.

______________________________
Michael L. Hansen, Mayor
ATTEST:

______________________________
Katrina Davis, City Clerk

TO:

City of Newton, Iowa
101 W 4th Street S
Newton, Iowa 50208

FROM: Iowa Inspections, LLC
4844 NW 68th Place
Johnston, Iowa 50131

RE: Contract for Rental Inspection Services for the City of Newton, Iowa
This agreement, entered into this ____day of August, 2019 by and between THE CITY OF
NEWTON, IOWA (City) and Iowa Inspections, LLC (Contractor), witnessed:

In order to accomplish the objectives of the Newton Rental Inspection Program:
1. The CONTRACTOR will serve as the inspection service for rental property within the City
of Newton.
2. The CITY will maintain a database of rental property within the City of Newton and notify
owners of renewal due date and inspection requirements.
3. The CONTRACTOR will provide timely scheduled inspections which are conducted in
accordance with the adopted Minimum Rental Housing Code and the Rental Housing
Inspection Program Administrative Policy.
4. The CITY will retain the annual permit fee, as set by resolution of the Newton City
Council. The CONTRACTOR will retain the inspection fee paid directly to the
CONTRACTOR by the property owner and in accordance with this agreement:
Initial Inspection: $75 for the 1st unit, $25 for each additional unit in the building
No Show Inspection Fee: $50.00
Re-insepction: Same as Initial Inspection
There is no other fee associated with the provision of this service, and inspection fees
shall not increase for the duration of this contract.
5. When the rental unit complies with the provisions of the Newton City Code and the
Rental Housing Inspection Program Administrative Policy, the CONTRACTOR shall
sign/complete the rental registration or otherwise notify the CITY that the unity complies,
provided that inspection fees have been paid.
6. The CITY is responsible for issuing the Rental Housing Occupancy Permit, provided the
property complies with City Code and Rental Housing Program Administrative Policy and
inspection fees have been paid to the CONTRACTOR.
7. The CONTRACTOR will present an annual property owner Rental Inspection Seminar, to
be held in a public setting and posted/advertised by the City.

8. The CONTRACTOR will be available to hold an annual meeting with the staff of the
Community Development Department to ensure strong communications related to the
Rental Inspection Program.
9. This contract is effective upon date of execution through December 31, 2021, at which
point it expires.
a. The CITY may terminate this agreement by giving a 30-day notice by certified mail to
the CONTRACTOR at: Iowa Inspections, LLC; 4844 NW 68th Place; Johnston, IA
50131
b. The CONTRACTOR may terminate this agreement by giving a 30-day notice by
certified mail the Director of Community Development.

IN WITNESS, WHEREOF THE PARTIES HERETO HAVE CAUSED THIS AGREEMENT TO
BE EXECUTED THIS _______ DAY OF _________, 2019.

____________________________________________________
Jason Van Ausdall
Iowa Inspections, LLC

_____________________________________________________
Michael L. Hansen, Mayor
CHIEF ELECTED OFFICIAL

City of Newton Council Report
Item: Resolution approving the acquisition of real
estate at 416 North 7th Avenue East in Newton for the
D&D Program
Summary: The single family home sits adjacent to a
City-owned property, 702 E 4 ST N acquired through
the 657A.10A process. The City property at 702 E 4
ST N is small and constrained for redevelopment, but
with the inclusion of the subject property will create a
nice lot for the development of a project, such as a
duplex home.
Financial Impact: Purchase price is $60,000 from
D&D Bonded Funds

Report Number: 19-166
Date: August 5, 2019
Lead Department: Community
Development Department
Recommendation:
Approve

Summary: The City of Newton has owns the property at 702 East 4th Street North, which was acquired
through the 657A.10A process. The owner of the home directly to the east at 416 North 7th Avenue East
has agreed to sell her home to the City. Together, the two lots create a parcel that will be ideal for
construction of a duplex, similar to that found in the Jewel Tea Development. There has been expressed
interest by a developer in the assembled site.

416 N 7th Ave E

City D&D Property

The neighborhood has seen improvements since 2014 through the Newton D&D program with demolition
and redevelopment. The following map shows the progress made in the corridor through the program,
which is located near the hospital.
Cleared Lot

416 N 7 AVE E

New Single Family Home

New Parking Lot on D&D
property for Dentist

Jewel Tea Development

Cleared Lots

Demolition Scheduled

The purchase price agreed to by Ms. Jane R. Morrison is $60,000. The assessed value for the property
is $75,280.
Recommendation: City Staff recommends approval.

Rob Burdess
Acting City Administrator

RESOLUTION NO. 2019 – _______

RESOLUTION APPROVING THE ACQUISITION OF REAL ESTATE AT
416 NORTH 7TH AVENUE EAST IN NEWTON FOR THE D&D PROGRAM
WHEREAS, the City of Newton has established a Dangerous and Dilapidated
Building Program through which it acquires real estate for sale and redevelopment, and,
WHEREAS, Jane R. Morrison is the owner of the below described real estate
and has agreed to transfer ownership of the property to the City of Newton, and,
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of Newton, Iowa:
That the acquisition of the real estate at
416 North 7th Avenue East: LOT TEN AND THE EAST TWELVE FEET OF LOT NINE IN
BLOCK ONE IN LAMB & KENNEDY’S ADDITION TO NEWTON, JASPER COUNTY, IOWA AS
SAME APPEARS IN PLAT BOOK “B”, PAGE 301 IN THE OFFICE OF THE RECORDER OF
SAID COUNTY.

from Jane R. Morrison in accordance with the purchase agreement stipulating the
following: a purchase price of $60,000.00 from D&D Bonded Funds.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED by the City Council of Newton, Iowa: That the
Mayor is authorized to sign the offer to buy real estate and supporting real estate
documents.

PASSED this _______ day of August 2019.
APPROVED this _______ day of August 2019.
______________________________
Michael L. Hansen, Mayor
ATTEST:
______________________________
Katrina Davis, City Clerk

City of Newton Council Report
Item: Resolution authorizing the filing of a 657A.10A
petition for ownership of property at 1224 South 9th
Avenue East in Newton, Jasper County, Iowa.
Report Number: 19-167
Summary: The home at this address has been
abandoned by the property owner. The 657A.10A
process will allow the City to acquire the property
with clean title, demolish the structures, and have
property ready for redevelopment.
Financial Impact: $3,500 to 4,500 in legal and court
fees to be paid from the D&D Bonded Funds

Date: August 5, 2019
Lead Department: Community
Development Department
Recommendation:
Approve

Summary: The subject property at 1224 South 9th Avenue East has been abandoned by its property
owner. The subject property is located near the end of a cul-de-sac about two blocks west of the YMCA.
The State Code 657A.10A process allows cities to petition the court for ownership of abandoned buildings.
The owner or another interested party of a property acquired through this do not receive any compensation.
Neighbors have reported witnessing vermin entering and exiting the home frequently. There are visible
holes in the structure. The City nuisance program has been maintaining the property since at least 2018.
Funding Source: D&D Bonded Funds will be utilized to pay for the legal costs associated with acquiring
the property through the process authorized by State Code 657A.10A. The home will be demolished upon
award of a court title.
Recommendation: City Staff recommends approval.

Rob Burdess
Acting City Administrator

1224 South 9th Avenue East

RESOLUTION NO. 2019 – _______
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE FILING OF A 657A.10A PETITION FOR
OWNERSHIP OF PROPERTY AT 1224 SOUTH 9TH AVENUE EAST IN NEWTON,
JASPER COUNTY, IOWA.
WHEREAS, the City of Newton has established a Dangerous and Dilapidated
Building Program through which it acquires real estate for sale and redevelopment, and,
WHEREAS, State of Iowa Code 657A.10A allows for cities to petition for
ownership of abandoned buildings, and the property 1224 South 9th Avenue East in
Newton meets the criteria of abandoned buildings;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of Newton, Iowa:
That staff is directed to file a petition for the following property in accordance with State
of Iowa Code 657A.10A for ownership of the abandoned building at
1224 South 9th Avenue East, legally described as:
LOT 16 OF STEVENS PLACE IN THE CITY OF NEWTON, JASPER COUNTY, IOWA,
AS SHOWN BY PLAT BOOK I, AT PAGES 117 TO 125 INCLUISIVE, IN THE OFFICE
OF THE RECORDER OF SAID COUNTY, EXCEPT THE NORTH 105 FEET THEREOF.

PASSED this _______ day of August, 2019.
APPROVED this _______ day of August, 2019.
______________________________
Michael L. Hansen, Mayor
ATTEST:
______________________________
Katrina Davis, City Clerk

City of Newton Council Report

Item: Resolution deleting property from the Speedway-Prairie
Fire Economic Development Urban Renewal Area
Summary:
Removing land from the Speedway/Prairie Fire URA in order
to establish the 2019 Sports Entertainment Urban Renewal
Area
Financial Impact:
None

Report Number: 19-168

Date: August 5, 2019
Lead Departments:
Community
Development/Finance
Recommendation:
Approve

Background: In order to be prepared for potential future development, it is desirable to remove a
portion of land as shown on the attached map from the Speedway/Prairie Fire Urban Renewal Area in
order to create a new urban renewal area which will provide the ability for the City to promote
development on the subject land.
Removal of the property from the Speedway/Prairie Fire Urban Renewal Area will not negatively impact
what remains for the Speedway/Prairie Fire Urban Renewal area as the subject land is not contributing
increment to the existing economic development urban renewal area.
Recommendation: City Staff recommends approval.

Rob Burdess
Acting City Administrator

RESOLUTION NO. 2019 - _____
Resolution Deleting Property From the Speedway-Prairie Fire Economic
Development Urban Renewal Area
WHEREAS, the City Council (the “Council”) of the City of Newton, Iowa (the “City”)
has previously established the Speedway-Prairie Fire Economic Development Urban Renewal
Area (the “Urban Renewal Area”) and has adopted an urban renewal plan (the “Plan”) for the
governance of projects and initiatives to be undertaken therein; and
WHEREAS, the Council now desires to decrease the size of the Urban Renewal Area by
deleting certain property (the “Property”) from the Urban Renewal Area, as set out on Exhibit A
hereto; and
NOW, THEREFORE, Be It Resolved by the City Council of Newton, Iowa, as follows:
Section 1.
The Property as described on Exhibit A hereto is hereby deleted from the
Urban Renewal Area.
Section 2.
All resolutions or parts of resolutions in conflict herewith are hereby
repealed, to the extent of such conflict.
Passed and approved August 5, 2019.

Michael L. Hansen, Mayor
Attest:

Katrina Davis, City Clerk

EXHIBIT A
Legal Description of
Property Deleted from the
Speedway-Prairie Fire Economic Development Urban Renewal Area
August 5, 2019

Certain real property situated in the City of Newton, Jasper County, State of Iowa,
more particularly described as follows:
Parcel 1, 2, & 3:
Owner: Karen Wolfe and Ora Wolfe
Parcel ID:
1301100004, 1301300001, 1301300002
Legal: All that part of the Southwest Quarter of the Northwest Quarter of Section 1,
Township 79 North, Range 19 West of the 5th P.M., Jasper County, Iowa, now located
inside the corporate limits of Newton, Iowa, lying South of Interstate Highway 80; and,
Commencing at the Northwest Corner of the North one-half of the southwest Quarter of
Section 1, Township 79 North, Range 19 West of the 5th P.M., Jasper County, Iowa, and
running thence South along the west line of said Section, a distance of 46 rods, thence
East to a point 34 rods and 13 feet East of the West line of said Section, thence North 46
rods, and thence West 34 rods and 13 feet to the point of beginning, subject to that certain
Roadway Acquisition and Easement for the Construction and Maintenance of Sanitary
Sewer Facility dated 8/11/83 and appearing of record in Book 849 at Page 370 in the
office of the Recorder of Jasper County, Iowa, and further subject to easements,
restrictions, reservations and roadways of record or in obvious use, if any.
Parcel 4:
Owner: Emerson-Biggins LLC
Parcel ID:
1301300011
Legal: Parcel B located in the Northwest Quarter of the Southwest Quarter of Section1,
Township 79 North, Range 19 West of the 5th P.M., Jasper County, Iowa, as appears in
plat recorded in Book A, Page 541, in the office of the Recorder of said County;
EXCEPT That part conveyed to the City of Newton, Iowa by Warranty Deed recorded at
Document No. 2009-5719 in the office of the Recorder of said county.
Parcel 5:
Owner: Emerson-Biggins LLC
Parcel ID:
1301300012
Legal: Parcel A located in the Northeast Quarter of the Southwest Quarter and the
Northwest Quarter of the Southeast Quarter of Section 1, Township 79 North, Range 19
West of the 5th P.M., Jasper County, Iowa, as appears in plat recorded in Book A, Page
541, in the office of the Recorder of said County.

2019 Sports Entertainment Urban Renewal Area Map

City of Newton Council Report
Item: Resolution Authorizing the City of
Newton to Contract for Repair of the Ladder
Truck
Summary:
Resolution allows the fire
department to have Interstate Power Systems
of Altoona, Iowa and Fire Services, Inc. or St.
John, Indiana complete needed repairs on the
ladder truck

Report Number: 19-169

Financial Impact: $32,430.08 to be paid from
the fire department budget.

Recommendation:
Approval of Resolution

Date: August 5, 2019
Lead Department: Fire

BACKGROUND
During a recent annual inspection of our ladder truck, the inspector found damage to the
ladder that placed the ladder in an “out of service” condition. In addition, the rear
springs of the unit were broken and need to be replaced. Two estimates were obtained.
It is estimated there repairs will take approximately four to six weeks to complete.
The ladder truck was purchased in 2001 for approximately $675,000 and if replaced
today with a similar model would cost approximately $1,200,000. This vehicle is
included in the long term capital budget and is scheduled for replacement at the 30 year
mark, or 2031. The ladder truck is 18 years old and to this point has not required major
repairs. I would categorize this expenditure as being part of a rehabilitation that should
allow the truck to remain in service as planned. Other items that will need to be
addressed in the near future are tires and emergency lighting. It is estimated the
emergency lighting upgrade will cost approximately $10,000 and the tire project
approximately $6,000. These will be brought forward at a later date.
The repairs that are needed include the following:
Items to be completed by Interstate Power Systems of Altoona, Iowa for $11,401.99
1. Remove and replace rear leaf springs.
2. Remove and replace fan blade on the motor
Items to be completed by Fire Services, Inc. of St. John, Indiana for $21,028.09
1: Replace the damaged ladder rung
2. Replace all slide pads on the ladder
3. Replace water way seal and inspect the water pipe
4. Repair a leaking hydraulic hose at the rotation
5. Replace a ladder cradle scuff plate
6. Replace primary input and output pump transmission seals

7.

Provide third party ladder test.

Staff has included the proposed repair estimates.
RECOMMENDATION
Staff recommends acceptance of the repair estimates in the amount of $32,430.08 for
the ladder truck.

Rob Burdess
Acting City Administrator
Attachments

RESOLUTION NO 2019 - _______

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE FIRE DEPARTMENT TO CONTRACT
FOR REPAIR OF THE LADDER TRUCK
WHEREAS, the Newton Fire Department provides fire protection and ambulance
service to the City of Newton and the Newton Rural Benefitted Fire District, and
WHEREAS, the City of Newton has a ladder truck that has been taken out of
service for repairs, and
WHEREAS, the City of Newton has received two estimates, one for the truck and
one for the ladder, and
WHEREAS, the repairs to the truck will cost $11,401.99 and the repairs to the
ladder will cost $21,028.09, for a total of $32,430.08, and
WHEREAS, the repairs will allow the fire department bring the ladder back into
compliance, and
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of
Newton, Iowa that the attached repair estimates be accepted, and the Fire Chief is
directed to execute the needed repairs.

PASSED this ______ day of August 2019.
APPROVED this _________ day of August 2019.
__________________________
Michael L. Hansen, Mayor

(SEAL)
ATTEST:

Katrina Davis, City Clerk

City of Newton Council Report
Item: Resolution to enter into a Vehicle Loan
Agreement with the City of Grinnell for the Use
of a Reserve Ladder Truck.
Summary:
Resolution allows the fire
department to borrow a reserve ladder until our
ladder truck can be repaired

Report Number: 19-170

Financial Impact: No financial impact at this
time.

Lead Department: Fire

Date: August 5, 2019

Recommendation:
Approval of Resolution

BACKGROUND
During a recent annual inspection of our ladder truck, the inspector found damage to the
ladder that placed the ladder in an “out of service” mode. In addition, the rear springs of
the unit need to be replaced. It is estimated there repairs will take approximately four to
six weeks to complete. We contacted Grinnell Fire Department to cover us under a
Memorandum of Understanding from a number of years ago. At that point, Chief Dan
Sicard offered a ladder they recently replaced, and kept in reserve, as an alternative for
loan while ours is fixed. The vehicle we are requesting to borrow has had all appropriate
inspections and certifications and is in good working condition.
Staff has included the proposed Vehicle Loan Agreement.
RECOMMENDATION
Staff recommends approval of the Vehicle Loan Agreement with the City of Grinnell.

Rob Burdess
Acting City Administrator
Attachments

RESOLUTION NO 2019 - _______

RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE CITY OF NEWTON AND THE
NEWTON FIRE DEPARTMENT TO ENTER INTO A VEHICLE LOAN
AGREEMENT WITH THE CITY OF GRINNELL FOR THE USE OF A
RESERVE LADDER TRUCK.
WHEREAS, the Newton Fire Department provides fire protection and ambulance
service to the City of Newton and the Newton Rural Benefitted Fire District, and
WHEREAS, the City of Newton is a party to a Memorandum of Understanding
with the City of Grinnell allowing both parties to request ladder truck response, and
WHEREAS, the City of Newton has a ladder truck that has been taken out of
service for repairs, and
WHEREAS, the City of Newton has requested to borrow a reserve ladder truck
from the City of Grinnell in lieu of waiting for the Grinnell Fire Department to respond
from Grinnell in the event the Newton Fire Department should need the use of a ladder
truck, and
WHEREAS, the Newton Fire Department would keep the vehicle until our ladder
truck is repaired and back in service or is recalled by the Grinnell Fire Department, and
WHEREAS, there will be no charge for the use of the ladder truck.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City Council of the City of
Newton, Iowa that the attached Vehicle Loan Agreement having the City of Newton
enter into a Vehicle Loan Agreement with the City of Grinnell is approved, and the Fire
Chief is directed to execute the Agreement.

PASSED this ______ day of July 2019.
APPROVED this _________ day of July 2019.
__________________________
Michael L. Hansen, Mayor

(SEAL)
ATTEST:

Katrina Davis, City Clerk

